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NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE
EDUCATION FUND IN SUPPORT OF
WORKER AND HUMAN RIGHTS

IN CENTRAL AMERICA

15 Union Square

New York, NY 10003

Phone: (212) 242-0700

Fax: (212) 255-7230
1993
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May 17,

President William J. Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Knowing your commitment to resolve the ongoing
crisis in Haiti, I am enclosing an _advance copy of
the National Labor Committee's report, Haiti After
the Coup/Sweatshop or Real Development. This report
documents the findings of a National Labor Committee
delegation I led to Haiti in March. o

Much of what we found was very disturbing. We

___ _wvwisited a U.S. company which-had -returned.to Haiti

after the Bush Administration lifted the OAS embargo
for assembly industry firms operating in Haiti and
exporting to the U.S. This company was paying wages
of 14 cents an hour, without benefits, to Haitian
workers sewing clothing for the U.S. market. When
these U.S. companies resumed operations in Haiti,
they used the climate of terror and military
repression to destroy the unions in their factories.
The union movement in Haiti's export assembly sector
has been destroyed.

Several wealthy Haitian business families who
are publicly known in Haiti to have supported the
coup have also been granted special licenses to
export to the U.S.

I believe you will recall our last National
Labor Committee report, Paying to Lose Our Jobs,
which focused the nation's attention on what became
known in the national media as the "USAID job export
program." Not only did USAID channel over $100
million to programs servicing the tiny and very
corrupt Haitian business elite, but under the Bush
Administration in 1991, the USAID Haiti Mission
actually organized, directed and financed opposition
within the Haitian business elite to the
constitutional government's proposal to raise the
minimum wage to a mere 50 cents an hour. This was
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done despite the fact that Haiti is one of the poorest countries
in the world. At the same time, USAID was also opposing labor
code reform in Haiti.

Haiti exhibits the same pattern we have documented
throughout Central America and the Caribbean. U.S. foreign
assistance and trade policy did lead to an increase in Haiti's
export of light manufactured goods. 1In fact, between 1983 and
1989, Haiti more than doubled its export of apparel to the U.S.
However, exactly coinciding with this increase in production and
export, real wages for Haitian factory workers were slashed by 56
percent.

I believe it is necessary that USAID's programs in Haiti be
thoroughly reviewed and reformed, especially in light of the
central role international development assistance is playing in
the current negotiation and will play in helping shape Haiti's
future.

Mr. President, Haiti is being further weakened every day
that it remains under the present de facto regime. The Haitian
military leadership is literally plundering the country, while
the Haitian people live in a state of terror.

Please consider proposing a total OAS oil embargo on Haiti.
From what we saw in Haiti, an.oil embargo would. do more than
anything else to secure a quick negotiated settlement to thé’

conflict.

I have contacted U.S. Agency for International Development
Administrator Atwood to request a meeting to discuss USAID's
future role in Haiti, especially as this impacts upon
internationally recognized worker rights guarantees. Thank you.

cerely,

Qoa

Ja Sheinkman
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93 JUN 30 P1:49 Date June 30, 1993
FOR: Mr. William Itoh
Executive Secretary
National Security Council Staff
The White House
REFERENCE :
To: President Clinton
From: Jack Sheinkman
Date: May 17, 1993
Subject: Request for the President to consider a

total OAS 0il embargo on Haiti

WH Referral Dated: __ June 28, 1993
NSCS ID# (if any): 9304632

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

X We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

_____ other (see remarks).

REMARKS: The attached correspondence has been sent to numerous
Administration officials. To our knowledge, Assistant Secretary
Designate Watson, National Security Advisor Tony Lake and AID
Director Atwood are all responding to this letter. We do not
believe the President needs to respond as well.
Drafter:ARA/CAR:NJacksonray A“%on~¥q leared:ARA/CAR:JBeceN
6/29/93 SEARACAR 7001 ' togvi ekor ARA/CAR:JWagne
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 9304632

REFERRAL DATE: 25 JUN 93

MEMORANDUM FOR: GROSSMAN, M 2314838

STATE SECRETARIAT
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT

SOURCE: SHEINKMAN, JACK
DATE: 17 MAY 93

SUBJ: LTR RE RPT ENTITLED / HAITI AFTER COUP / SWEATSHOP OR REAL
DEVELOPMENT

_..__...._-.-_..—-_-..__..----_——--.._-_.._..--___.-_..-—_--__—----_--_-------—u-------

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR RECOMS/DRAFT REPLY

DUEDATE: 29 JUN 93

COMMENT: *** URGENT RESPONSE REQUESTED ***
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NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE

EDUCATION FUND IN SUPPORT OF
WORKER AND HUMAN RIGHTS
IN CENTRAL AMERICA

15 Union Square
New York, NY 10003
Phone: (212) 242.0700
Fax: (212) 255-7230

May 17, 1993

President William J. ¢linton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

9314838

Dear Mr. President:

Knowing your commitment to resolve the ongoing
crisis in Haiti, I am enclosing an advance copy of

the National Labor Conmittee's report,
weats or_Real Dev ment. This report

documents the findings of a National Labor Committee
delegation I led to Hajiti in March.

Much of what we found was very disturbing. We
which had returned to Haiti
after the Bush Administration 1ifted the OAS embargo
for assembly industry firms operating in Haiti and
exporting to the U.S. This company was paying wages
of 14 cents an hbur, without benefits, to Haitian
workers sewing clothing for the U.S. market. When
these U.S. companies resumed operations in Haiti,
they used the climate of terror and military

repression to destroy the unions in their factories.
The union movement in Haiti's export assembly sector

has been destroyed.

Several wealthy Haitian business families who
are publicly known in Haiti to have supported the
coup have also been granted special licenses to
export to the U.S.

1 believe you will recall our last National
Labor Committee report, i t ose_Ou obs,
which focused the nation's attention on what becane
known in the national media as the "USAID job export
program."” Not only did USAID channel over $100
million to programs servicing the tiny and very
corrupt Haitian pusiness elite, but under the Bush
Adnministration in 1991, the USAID Haiti Mission
actually organized, directed and financed opposition
within the Haitian business elite to the
constitutional government's proposal to raise the
minimum wage to a mere 50 cants an hour. This was
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done despite the fact that Haiti is one of the poorest countries
in the world. At the same time, USAID was also opposing labor

code reform in Haiti.

Haiti exhibits the same pattern we have documented
throughout Central America and the Caribbean. U.S. foreign
- aggistance and trade policy did lead to an increase in Haiti's
"export of light manufactured goods. In fact, between 1983 and
-1989, Haiti more than doubled its export of apparel to the U.S5.
_However, exactly coinciding with this increase in production and
export, real wages for Haitian factory workers were slashed by 56

percent.

I believe it is necessary that USAID's programs in Haiti be
thoroughly reviewed and reformed, especially in light of the
central role international development assistance is playing in
the current negotiation and will play in helping shape Haiti's

future.

Mr. President, Haiti is being further weakened every day
that it remains under the present de facto regime. The Haitian
military leadership is literally plundering the country, while
the Haitian people live in a state of terror.

Please consider proposing 2 total OAS oil embargo on Haiti.
From what we saw in Haiti, an oil embargo would do more than
anything else to secure & quick negotiated settlement to the

)

conflict.

I have contacted U.S. Agency for International Development
Administrator Atwood to request a meeting to discuss USAID's
future role in Haiti, especially as this impacts upon
internationally recognized worker rights guarantees. Thank you.

Sincerely,

. AQLLf§(;;LC}
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J3ack Sheinkman
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JACK SHEINKMAN ARTHUR LOEVY
Presiven! Secrelary-Tregsurer
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15 UNION SQUARE « NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003-3377

TEL (212) 242-0700 FAX (212) 255-7230
*- May 18, 1993

_J&an Baggett, Deputy Political Director
Room 1150EOB

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Joan:

Jack Sheinkman asked me to have you make sure that this gets
to the President. Thanks,

Jo-Ann Mort
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