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\: .. 1 THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
"l 

CAROLYN M. MILLER 

COURT REPORTER 

Hon. Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20000 

Dear Mr. President: 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

KOSSUTH COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

ALGONA, lowA 50511 

JOSEPH J. STRAUB, DISTRICT JUDGE 

March 24, 1997 

DISTRICT COURT CHAMBERS 

PHONE: 515-295-5540 
FAx: 515-295-2820 

I Pov r \. \_~­
J_eJcl c\ 

I am deeply interested in the Irish peace talks and the efforts being made by Senator Mitchell and 
his commission to effect lasting peace in Northern Ireland. 

The purpose of this letter is to vclunteer my serviCS§.Y.O that I can 42. .. !!!Y_P.fl.rt tQ.1!£.hie~Q_eace in __ ._, 
Ireland. I would be happy to s~rve either as a mem~e;~of.Senatw~Mi.t~h~![.~_st(lff.Q~ .. tQ_~IY_e_o_f! __ 

-.. -tnesiatf"oflne lnfornaiionalB_o.dy on Deco~~i~si~ning working for Senator Mitchell,.Mr .. -
Holkeri and Mr: DeChastelain. 

I believe my background qualifies me for service in either capacity. I graduated from the 
University of Notre Dame in 1952 with a degree in journalism and from the Notre Dame Law 
School in 195 5. I have been very active in community affairs all my life. I have been a district 
judge in Iowa for almost I 0 years. I am used to making difficult decisions and working with 
parties before trial to help them negotiate their differences. Before that I was engaged in the 
private practice of law for approximately 30 years, including 10 years as county attorney and chief 
prosecutor for Kossuth County, Iowa. 

I was a Carter delegate to the 1976 Democratic National Convention and attended many state and 
district conventions and I interact with people very well. I believe that I have the type of 
personal, professional and experiential background which would enable me to serve well in some 
capacity on either of the staffs mentioned earlier. 

Even though I was very active in democratic party politics for many years, I was appointed to the 
district court by a republican governor, Governor Branstad. I think that is evidence of my 
reputation for evenhandedness and my ability to fairly evaluate disparate positions on serious 
issues. 
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I do not consider myself an "ex pen" on Irish affairs in the sense that I have devoted most of my 
time as a scholar studying Irish history. However, I have more than a casual interest in Irish 
history, especially modern Irish hisrory and have read manv bc1oks, newspapers and magazine 
articles on the subject of the troubles in Northern Ireland. I am well acquainted with the work of 
the International Commission and of the complex personal and historical challenges facing 
Senator Mitchell as chairman of that commission. I subscribe to the liish Voice published by J\iiall 
O'Dowcl in New York so that I can be up to date about the peace process; however., I assume 
that there are things happening which have not been publicly disseminated 

I am approaching the age when many persons think of retiring. I am now 67 years old and Iowa 
is one of those states which has a senior judge system which will require me to work 3 months a 
year in order to obtain maximum pension benefits I intend to qualify as a senior judge when I 
retire. Therefore, if my offer is accepted, it would have to be on the condition that I would 
ma111ta111 my iowa residence and n:turn lO lowa for at ieasr _) mornhs each year lllot neccssarny 
consecutive months) to perform duties as a senior judge. Because the talks in Ireland are 
interrupted from time to time, it is my feeling that such an arrangement could be worked out 

At the outset of this letter, I stated that I am willing to volunteer my services so 1 would not 
expect to be compensated except for reimbursement for expenses advanced. 

I would appreciate it if you would give this very careful consideration. J have also written to 
Senator Mitchell and I sent him a copy of this letter. Since the talks have been suspended until 
after the British elections, if my offer is acc~:pted within a reasonable time, l would have sutficient 
time before the talks resume to resign my office, give the State of Iowa sufficient time to name a 
rcplocement and to do the in-depth study which will be necessary for me to ''catch up" with the 
work of the commission. 

I also wish you a speedy recovery from your knee problem 

Yours very respectfully, 

!J~<L 9 ~~~« k 

.I oseph J Straub 

.IJS/cmrn 

cc: Senator Mitchell 


