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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
March 10, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

I am pleased to extend my congratulations to you
on your election as President of the Slovak
Republic.

The United States shared a long and friendly
relationship with the people of Czechoslovakia.
The many Slovaks who immigrated to the United
States over the years have made a positive
contribution in our own country. We look
forward to continuing this relationship with the
people of the newly independent Slovak Republic.

Your country faces great challenges in strength-
ening and cementing Slovakia’s democratic
institutions, pursuing sometimes painful
economic reform, and ensuring freedom for all
the people of Slovakia. I strongly believe that
this is the only path if our shared goals of
security and prosperity for the Slovak Republic
are to be achieved. I would like to assure you
of our commitment to continue to support your
efforts in these areas.

Your leadership, alongside other regional
leaders, will be essential to ensure stability,
security, and prosperity for all the nations of
Central and Eastern Europe, and at times,
farther afield. I am looking forward to working
together with you to advance these causes in the
years to come.

Sincerely,
]

His Excellency } C ! :

Michal Kovac
President of the Slovak Republic
Bratislava
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

"March 1, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANTHONY LA.K@)/

SUBJECT: Letter of Congratulations to New Slovak President

Purpose

To send a letter of congratulations to Michal Kovac on his
election as President of the Slovak Republic.

Background

President Kovac was elected on February 15 as the first
democratically elected president of Slovakia. The newly created
position of President (in parallel with the new Czech presidency
filled by Vaclav Havel) is limited in its powers, but may serve
as an important check on the more nationalist, traditionalist
Prime Minister Meciar. Since his election, Kovac has made
statements indicating he is more sensitive to concerns we have
voiced over political and economic reform and the status of the
Hungarian minority. In the letter at Tab A, we have stressed our
support for continuing progress on reforms.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachment
Tab A Letter to Kovac

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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' o 0798
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

REDO
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
February 22, 1993
ACTION
MEMORANDUM.FOR.ANTHONQ'LAKE /*R
! . . _,_/
~ THROUGH: "~ JENONNE WALKERQB
FROM: BETH SANNER ﬁﬁk/
SUBJECT: . Letter of Congratulations to'President of Slovakia

' At Tab A is a letter of congratulations to the new President of
‘Slovakia, Michael Kovac, for President Clinton’s signature.
State Department has recommended a 31gned original letter be sent
to Kovac, to parallel the letter sent t0 Havel last week. NSC
concurs. - L .|,, .
:It is 1mportant that we-'treat’ Slovakla firmly on issues of R
concern to. us,. particularly- polltlcal and economic reform and
minority- rlghts Nonetheless, we"'should strive to avoid signs
that the U.S,. has: already a531gned Slovakia to second class
c1tlzensh1p among our: East European allies, as this will only
encourage "Meciar to’ rook east’ rather than west. Kovac has shown
much more sens1t1v1ty to the views: of the West and may serve as a
'moderatlng influence .on. Mec1ar We strlve to encourage him to do
so with this letter

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the memo and letter to the President for
‘signature. N

x
-

Attachments
Tab I "Memo to the President
Tab A Letter of Congratulations



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 10, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

I am please to extend my congratulations to
on your election as President of the Slova
Republic. '

The United States shared a long and frfendly
relationship with the people of Czechtslovakia.
The many Slovaks who immigrated to ¥he United
States over the years have made ositive
contribution in our own country./ We look
forward to continuing this relgfionship with the
people of the newly independerdt Slovak Republic.

Your country faces great cHallenges in strength-
ening and cementing Slovgkia’s democratic
institutions, pursuing gbometimes painful
economic reform, and edsuring freedom for all
the people of Slovakj I strongly believe that
this is the only pa if our shared goals of
security and prospgrity for the Slovak Republic
are to be achiev I would like to assure you
of our commitme to continue to support your
efforts in theglt areas.

Your leaderspip, alongside other regional
leaders, widl be essential to ensure stability,
security, /and prosperity for all the nations of
Central gnhd Eastern Europe, and at times,
farther/afield. I am looking forward to working
r with you to advance these causes in the
to come.

Sincegely,
His Excellency

MMM
Michal Kovac

President of the Slovak Republic
Bratislava
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o THE WHITE HOUSE

. WASHINGTON

ACTION ™,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENE\

\
FROM: ANTHONY LAKE
SUBJECT: Letter of Congratelations to New Slovak President
Purpose

To send a letter of congratulations to Michal Kovac on his
election as President of the Slovak Republlc

"\

Background \

1\
President Kovac was elected on February\15 as the first
democratically elected president of Slovakla The newly created
position of President (in parallel with Uhe new Czech presidency
filled by Vaclav Havel) is limited in 1tS\powers, but may serve
as an important check on the more nationalist, traditionalist
Prime Minister Meciar. Since his election, Kovac has made
statements indicating he is more sensitivelto concerns we have
voiced over political and economiz reform and the status of the
Hungarian minority. In the letter at Tab A, we have stressed our
support for continuing progress on reforms.\

\

RECOMMENDATION |

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachment
Tab A Letter to Kovac

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



AN " THE WHITE HOUSE

\ WASHINGTON -
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Dear Mr. President' (N \l Eﬁ

I am please to extend my congratulations to you
on your election as President of the Slovak
Republic. A

AN
The United States, shared a long qgg_ﬁgggggﬂgL%t>E:E§%T
relationship with\the people of(Czec

« hoslovak+a<
The many Slovaks w immigrated to“fﬁé_UHIEEH#’)
_States over the yea

have made a positive
contribution in our n country. We look
forward to continuing this relationship with the
people of the newly 1nd§oendent Slovak Republic.

Your country faces great‘qhallenges in
strengthening and cementing Slovakia’s
democratic institutions, pugsulng sometimes
painful economic reform, and nsuring freedom
or all people of Slovakia. \?‘strongly believe
that this Is the only path if Qur shared goals
of security and prosperity for %Ee_peepLaaaf
Slovakia are to be achieved. I “‘IH_TTE€~%O
~assure you of our commitment to conti to
support your efforts in these are&S Your
leadership, alongside other reglonal leaders,
a+36 will be essential to ensure stablllty,
security, and prosperity for all the hations of

Central and Eastern Europe, and at tlmes farther
afield.

,,\
.,

I am looking forward to working together %{th
you to advance these causes in the years toy
come. \

Sincerely, \\
AN

AN

His Excellency

Michal Kovac

President of the Slovak Republic
‘Bratislava



THE WHITE HOUSE -

\ WASHINGTON

AY
\

Dear Mr. President:

I am please Eb extend my congratulations to you
on your election as President of the Slovak
Republic. n

The United States shared a long and friendly
relationship with the people of Czechoslovakia.

- The many Slovaks who immigrated to the United
States over the years have made a positive
contribution in our ¥wn country. We look
forward to continuind&this relationship with the
people of the newly independent Slovak Republic.

Your country faces gread challenges in strength-
ening and cementing Slovhkia’s democratic
institutions, pursuing sometimes painful
economic reform, and ensur\ng freedom for all
the people of Slovakia. I trongly believe that
this is the only path if our\ shared goals of
security and prosperity for e Slovak Republic
are to be achieved. I would \ike to assure you
of our commitment to continue }¥o support your
efforts in these areas.

Your leadership, alongside other \regional
leaders, will be essential to ensure stability,
security, and prosperity for all tNe nations of
‘Central and Eastern Europe, and at Yimes farther
afield. I am looking forward to wor ing
together with you to advance these causes in the
yvyears to come. '

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Michal Kovac

President of the Slovak Republic
Bratislava
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NATTIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

12-Mar-1993 00:43 EDT

UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR:
SIGLER@A1@WHSR
SANNER@A1QOEOB
OLEARY@A1@WHSR
FICKLIN@A1Q@OEOB

FROM: White House Situation Room
(WHSR@A1L@WHSR )

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO SLOVAK PRESIDENT KOVAC

<DIST>

PRT: COMM

SIT: FICKLIN OLEARY SANNER SIGLER WHSR_IN WHSR OUT

<PREC>

IMMEDIATE

<CLAS>

UNCLASSIFIED

<OSRI>

RUEHCAA

<DTG>

120508Z MAR 93

<ORIG>

SECSTATE WASHDC

<TO>

AMEMBASSY VIENNA IMMEDIATE 6449

<SUBJ>

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO SLOVAK PRESIDENT KOVAC

<TEXT>

UNCLAS STATE 074734

VIENNA HOLB FOR BRATISLAVA

E.O. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PREL. LO

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO SLOVAK PRESIDENT KOVAC

1. FOLLOWING IS A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON TO
PRESIDENT KOVAC, WHICH EMBASSY SHOULD DELIVER AT THE
EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. A SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW. THE
WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE THE TEXT. BUT HAS NO
OBJECTION IF THE SLOVAKS CHOOSE TO DO SO.

BEGIN TEXT.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:



I AM PLEASED TO EXTEND MY CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ON YOUR
ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC.

THE UNITED STATES SHARED A LONG AND FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE PEOPLE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA. THE MANY SLOVAKS WHO
IMMIGRATED TO THE UNITED STATES OVER THE YEARS HAVE MADE A
POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION IN OUR OWN COUNTRY. WE LOOK FORWARD
TO CONTINUING THIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE
NEWLY INDEPENDENT SLOVAK REPUBLIC.

YOUR COUNTRY FACES GREAT CHALLENGES IN STRENGTHENING AND
CEMENTING SLOVAKIA’S DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, PURSUING
SOMETIMES PAINFUL ECONOMIC REFORM. AND ENSURING FREEDOM
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF SLOVAKIA. I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT
THIS IS THE ONLY PATH IF OUR SHARED GOALS OF SECURITY AND
PROSPERITY FOR THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC ARE TO BE ACHIEVED. I
WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE YOU OF OUR COMMITMENT TO CONTINUE TO
SUPPORT YOUR EFFORTS IN THESE AREAS.

YOUR LEADERSHIP, ALONGSIDE OTHER REGIONAL LEADERS WILL BE
ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE STABILITY. SECURITY, AND PROSPERITY
FOR ALL THE NATIONS OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE AND AT
TIMES, FARTHER AFIELD. I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO WORKING
TOGETHER WITH YOU TO ADVANCE THESE CAUSES IN THE YEARS TO
COME.

SINCERELY,

BILL CLINTON CHRISTOPHER
BT

#4734

NNNN

<SECT>

SECTION: 01 OF 01

<SSN>

4734

<TOR>

930312000829 M0274976
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE |
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT ! j gé

TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S_q9404136
Date APTril 28, 1994

FOR: Mr. William Itoh
Executive Secreta
National Securit'y‘Zouncil Staff

The White House
REFERENCE:
To: President Clinton

From: President of Sloy.ak.i._em”

Date: ..Januar-_v 21, 1994 .

Subj: Clemency for Ivo Nabelek

WH Referral. Dated:
NSCS ID# (if any):

The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State.
ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

X We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).

——

REMARK% .

We believe that a response would encourage the belief that.
the President can, and should, influence the outcome of
criminal trials. 1In addition, the young man's sentence was
reduced to 15 years and he is eligible for parole in three






DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

Translating Division
LS No. 143777

Js
Slovak

PRESIDENT OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Bratislava
January 21, 1994

Dear Mr. President:

Permit me to express my pleasure over the results of the
meeting you had in Prague with representatives of the countries
of the Visegrad Four. I would also like to convey my
appreciation for the content and significance of our bilateral
talks concerning the Slovak Republic. They were a definite
stimulus to the development of relations between our country
and the United States of America.

During our meeting I did not have a chance to express my
gratitude for the opportunities you have offered our young
people to study at American universities and institutions. Many
of them, after completing their studies, have not only gone on
to important positions in the Slovak government, academia, and
business, but have continued working to promote the development
of relations between our countries.

Unfortunately, an isolated, regrettable incident has
occurred, which I have decided to write you about after much

reflection.



In February 1993, a young Slovak violinist, Ivo Nabelek, a
student at Rice University in Houston, Texas, was arrested and
quickly sentenced to 40 years' imprisonment on a charge of
alleged sexual molestation. On the basis of testimony of a
psychologist, the dean of the school where Mr. Nabelek was
enrolled, and the intercesssion of many people who are well
acquainted with Mr. Nabelek, judicial proceedings that are to
decide the fate of this young man will resume in early February.

I therefore appeal to you, Mr. President, for aid in
solving this case. I believe you will take the steps provided
to you under the laws of your country and international |
agreements to make the final verdict a fair one, taking into
account the defendant's spotless record. The Embassy of the
Slovak Republic in Washington has all the information germane
to this unfortunate case.

Allow me to thank you in advance for your attention and

assistance, and to assure you of my great respect for you.

[illegible signature]

His Excellency

William J. Clinton
President of the

United States of America
Washington, D.C.
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(unofficial translation)

President of the Slovak Republic
Bratislava, January 21, 1994

Dear Mr. President :

Let me express my pleasure in regards to the results of the Visegrad Four “countries
representatlves meeting in Prague with whom you met. 1 would like as well to
pralse the contents and importance of our bilateral talks regarding the Slovak
Republic. They have become a distinctive impulse to the development of our
countrys” relations with the United States. .

During our meeting I did not have a chance to thank you for creating the
opportunities for our young people to study at American Universities and Institutions.
Many of them, having studied in different fields, have not only been assigned to
important positions in the Slovak Government, non-government agencies and
economic posts, but they also continue to strenghten the development between our
countries.

Unfortunately, a regrettable incident has taken place which I have decided to write
you upon after review. A young Slovak violinist named Ivo Nabelek, a student at
Rice University in Houston, Texas, was arrested in February 1993 and later sentenced
to 40 years in prison in connection with alleged sexual harassment charges. On the
basis of the evidence of a psychiatrist, dean of the faculty where Mr. Nabelek studied,
and other interventions of many people who know Mr. Nabelek rather well, the
judicial proceedings which have to judge the final fate of this young person will be
renewed in February.

For this reason I turn to you, Mr. President, asking for your help in solving this ¢ase
as I believe that you can. In taking the steps which the laws of your country and
international treaties allow you to.do, so that the final verdict can be a justified one,

taking into consideration that until now, the e accused has hada ‘spotless récord-—-The —

Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Washington has all the relevant information about
this unfortunate case. '




Let me thank you ahead of time for your attention and assistance, and renew to you
the assurances of my highest esteem for you.

His Excellency

William J. Clinton
President

United States of America
Washington, D.C.

Gz




V Bratislave diia Z7. januara 1994

Vézeny pan prezident Clinton,

dovolte mi, aby som vyjadril svoje poteSenie nad vysledkami stretnutia
najvysSich predstavitelov krajin ViSegradskej $tvorky s Vami v Prahe. TaktieZ by som
chcel ocenit’ obsah a vyznam naSich bilateralnych rozhovorov pre Slovensku
* republiku. Stali sa vyraznym impulzom rozvoja vztahov nasej krajiny so Spojenymi
§tatmi americkymi.

Pogas nasho stretnutia som nemal prileZitost vyjadrit pod’akovanie za
moznosti §tudia nadich mladych Pudi na americkych univerzitich a inStiticiach.
Mnohi z nich sa po absolvovani rdznych 3tudijnych pobytov stali nielen vyraznou
posilou pre slovenské institiicie a ekonomicku sféru, ale aj nad’alej prispievaju k
rozvoju vztahov medzi naSimi krajinami. Bohuzial stal sa ojedinely,
polutovaniahodny pripad, o ktorom som sa po dokladnom uvéZeni rozhodol napisat’
Vam.

Mlady slovensky violista, Ivo Nabélek, $tudent Rice University v Houstone,
Texas, bol vo februari 1993 uvizneny a neskor odsudeny na 40 rokov vizenia v
suvislosti s Gdajnym sexualnym obt'aZovanim. Na ziklade vypovedi psycholéga,
dekana fakulty, na ktorej pan Néabé&lek $tudoval, ako aj d’alSich intervencii
mnohych osdb, ktoré pané Nébélka dobre poznajt, bude zaciatkom februara obnoveny
sudny proces, ktory by mal s kone¢nou platnost’ou rozhodnit’ o osude tohoto mladého
¢loveka. ‘

Obraciam sa preto na Vas, véZeny pén prezident, so Ziadostou o Va$u pomoc
pri rieSeni tohoto pripadu a verim, Ze urobite kroky, ktoré Vam umoziuji zikony
Vasej krajiny ako aj medzinérodné dohovory, aby kone¢ny rozsudok bol spravodlivy



a zohladnil doteraj§iu bezdhonnost obvineného. Vietkymi relevantnymi
informaciami o tomto nes$tastnom pripade disponuje aj vel'vyslanectvo Slovenskej
republiky vo Washingtone.

Dovolte mi dopredu pod'akovat’ sa Vam za Vasu pozornost a pomoc a

ol

zaroveni Vas uistit’ o svojej hlbokej ucte.

~t -

Jeho Excelencia
William J. Clinton
Prezident Spojenych
Statov americkych
Washington
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

August 24, 1994

TO: WILL ITOH:

In order for Madeleine Albright to be able to handcarry the
letter, it must reach the Department of State NLT noon
tomorrow, August 25.

Please let me know as soon as it is signed and I will
facilitate getting it to State.

Thank you.

4

Dick Schifter

s Loold be
Qutoferved H
+ert+ 15



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 25, 1994

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the people of the United States, I want to pay
tribute to the valiant Slovaks who 50 years ago rose to fight the
scourge of fascism and, in the words of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, joined “gloriously in the ranks of nations united
against tyranny.” I have asked Ambassador Madeleine Albright,
who is a member of my Cabinet and National Security Council and
who cares deeply about your region, to convey this letter to you
personally.

The Slovak National Uprising, undertaken in August 1944 against
overwhelming odds, stands as a testament to the Slovak people’s
desire to live in freedom and their rejection of the intolerance
and cruelty of fascism.

We salute the brave men and women of the Uprising, who fought
courageously for months against vastly superior forces. They
knew that the cost of liberty is high, and they were willing to

pay the highest price so that their nation might someday be free
of oppression.

We take pride in remembering that Slovaks and Americans fought
shoulder to shoulder in this noble cause; we join with you in
honoring the memory of their sacrifices. Today, thanks to the
determination of those who refused to let hopeless odds deter
them from their fight against all forms of totalitarianism, we
find ourselves in a better world.



Slovakia is now a full member of the international community,
with a shared commitment to the development of democracy and
respect for the rights of the individual. And the people of the
United States pledge to aid Slovakia as it builds a democratic,
pluralistic nation, that the sacrifice of those who fell during
. the Uprising will not have been in vain.

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Michal Kovac

"President of the Slovak Republic
Bratislava
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION August 24, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE 'ﬂ,@

SUBJECT: Letter to Slovak President Kovac

Purpose

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Slovak Uprising.
Background

Madeleine Albright would like to personally deliver your letter
to President Kovac, as she heads up the U.S. delegation attending
the ceremonies commemorating the anniversary of the Slovak

Uprising.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to President Kovac at Tab A.

" Attachment
Tab A Letter to Slovak President Kovac

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
" WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

August 24, 1994

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL BERGER

FROM: RICHARD SCHIFTER.V%

SUBJECT : Presidential Letter to Slovak President Kovac

State has suggested that Madeleine Albright personally deliver a
letter from the President to Slovak President Kovac on the
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Slovak uprising during
her visit commemorating this event. Attached at Tab A is a
suggested draft letter. :

 RECOMMENDATION

' That :you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab_I;

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President
h Tab A Suggested Letter to President Kovac
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President of the Slovak Republic
Bratislava
October 20, 1995

Esteemed Mr. President:

The very fact that I find myself forced to resort to this way of
. informing you and the U.S. Government about our internal affairs indicates
that they are unusual.

I regret to say that political tension in my country has not
diminished; on the contrary, it has risen. As is known, the cause of this
exacerbation is the prime minister’s ongoing effort to concentrate more and
more governmental power in his own hands, to extend his control over
activities that should be autonomous (that are part of the self-
administrating system), to govern without public oversight, either by the
-opposition or by the general public. By exploiting his parliamentary
majority, he has succeeded in imposing total control on the government-
supported public media -- television and radio -- and he is now
threatening, by means of underhanded maneuvers, to curtail even the
independent daily.press which is critical of his undemocratic style of
governing. He totally dominates the secret service, vhich is inaccessible
to oversight by the opposition, and exerts inadmissible pressure on the
attorney general as well as on the independent police corps. Our democracy
and the principles of a law-governed state face a serious threat. The only
obstacles left on the path to almost absolute power are the president and
the Constitutional Court, and also, in part, the opposition which is,
however, excluded, for all practical purposes, from any control over the
executive powver.

Using the privatization process which the government manipulates so as
to favor its own supporters, the prime minister is creating a permanent
economic base for his political party. In addition, he enforces conformity
by redistributing budgetary resources in the form of subsidies and
appropriations. Cities and communities which have elected mayors from the
ranks of the governing coalition parties, particularly Mr. Meciar’s own
party, receive preferential support. Budgetary cuts have seriously
curtailed the activity of the Office of the President and also, to some
extent, that of the Constitutional Court. To give an example, by cutting
_my budget for 1995, Mr. Meciar has forced me to reduce my staff from 95 to
65. What is more, in the draft 1996 budget, he wants to go even further
and thus reduce my effectiveness.

Vhenever the president, the opposition and the independent press
criticize the restraints imposed on democracy or efforts to create an
authoritarian regime in the Slovak Republic, the prime minister and the
entire governmental coalition, including the parliamentary majority,
respond by blaming these critics for challenging democratic practices, for
harming the image of Slovakia abroad, and myself in particular for being a



traitor. Critical commentaries involving the government, whether from
domestic or foreign sources, are dubbed an anti-Slovak conspiracy. As a
result, the public, which yearns for democracy, has a difficult time
differentiating truth from falsehood and establishing who, in reality, is
the one endangering democracy and doing damage to the good name of Slovakia
abroad. This is further reinforced by the minimal attention paid by
television and radio to reporting news critical of the government’s
undemocratic practices. The prime minister, as well as other members of
the cabinet, in particular the foreign minister and the state secretary in
the foreign ministry, have been successful in concealing from the public
critical statements issued by the European Union’s governments as well as
by the U.S. Government, that take note of the undemocratic missteps
committed by Mr. Meciar’s government. Virtually every meeting with a
foreign partner is reported in such a way that the formal pleasantries and
wvell-intentioned words of recognition and appreciation addressed to the
Slovak Republic are represented as praise in support for the government.
At the same time, the carefully phrased criticism of the government'’s
undemocratic practices is never communicated to the public. This is
designed to create the impression that its foreign partners actually praise
"the government while the president and the opposition criticize and
denounce it abroad, thereby harming the good name of Slovakia.

In his political attacks on me, the prime minister will stoop to any
means. When he cannot find any constitutional provisions for removing me
from my office, he does not hesitate to attempt to discredit me morally;
nor does he limit himself to fabricating phony accusations. Lately, with
the help of secret police, he has concocted a story involving my son in
alleged criminal activity. As a result, an international warrant for the
arrest of my son was issued in December 1994. And while my son was
preparing to defend himself and voluntarily face a German court on 31 July
1995, the prime minister, together with the director of the secret police,
organized a violent coup, in the course of which my son was abducted to
Austria. The Austrian police had no choice and, on the basis of the
existing international warrant, were obliged to detain him. He has
remained in detention since that very day. Obviously, this affair was
supposed to demonstrate that he is a criminal. The search for the
perpetrators of this criminal act of depriving my son unlawfully of his
freedom, of forcefully abducting him to a foreign country, and threatening
his life has so far been conducted with some success by the police. What
they have uncovered to this point is enough to confirm that this criminal
act was the work of the secret police —- the Slovak Information Service.
But the prime minister, by unlawfully intervening with the conduct of the
inquiry, seems bent on preventing its conclusion. To date, two honest
investigators have been removed from the case, and their documents have
been taken away from them.

The violent abduction of the president’s son has shocked a good part
of our public; it has also instilled in many people, including public
personalities, the sort of fear that filled their lives during the days of
the totalitarian regime.



Since I have the support of the majority of our public, of the entire
opposition, of representatives of almost all the churches, of the majority
of the academic community and civic associations, I have resolved to resist
the prime minister’s and the parliamentary majority’s calls for my
resignation. I am ready not to yield and to defend democracy and the
foreign-policy interests of my country, if I may so, until my last breath.
I trust that democracy and justice will ultimately prevail in my country.

Still, we find ourselves in need, on the one hand, of more visible
political support for the efforts of the democratic forces, and, on the
other hand, criticism of the undemocratic practices of the prime minister
and his governing coalition, that is less diplomatic and more pointed.

The citizens that supported Mr. Meciar during the last elections in
September 1994, when he took 35 percent of the vote, did so because they
were convinced that he would dedicate himself to fostering democracy and
introducing the country to NATO and to the European structures,
specifically to the European Union. Those among them who still believe
that that is what his government is doing now continue to support him
without realizing that members of the European Union and the U.S.
Government are disturbed by the political developments in the country. The
prime minister knows very well that the major condition for Slovakia’s
entry into NATO and the European Union is democracy -- its stabilization
and respect for its application in daily life. He is also well awvare of
the criticism addressed to him in regard to his reliance on undemocratic
practices. Yet in spite of this, he has not renounced these practices but
persists in them. He did not hesitate to insert the secret service into
his political struggle with the president and to prompt it to perpetrate a
criminal act. .What is more, he did not mind breaching several laws while
he sought to prevent an orderly inquiry into the event. Our government
constantly proclaims its interest in NATO and European Union membership.
Simultaneously, however, it keeps ignoring well-intentioned friendly
criticism of its disdain for democracy and the principles of a state based
on the rule of law. I am sure that it is well aware that degraded and
deprived democracy cannot bring Slovakia membership in these structures.
The prime minister is deliberately counting on Slovakia being rejected by
the empowered member states so that he can then say what he already said on
one occasion: "Since they do not want us in the West, we are going to the
East."

Esteemed Mr. President, we must not allow this. The Slovak nation
does not deserve such a fate. Slovakia must not get stuck in isolation.
The Vest has to demonstrate a greater, and to our public more
comprehensible, solidarity with the democratic forces in Slovak society.

At the same time, our public must learn the truth about the opinions
held by the U.S. Government and Administration, as well by the
representatives of the European Union, concerning the undemocratic
practices of the current Slovak government and, above all, its prime
minister. This is the road along which to proceed to the salvation of
democracy and principles of a law-governed state in the Slovak Republic,
and also to Slovakia’s integration into NATO and European structures.



With the exception of the government and the parliamentary majority,
all of us here in Slovakia are doing whatever we can to secure that goal.
We also pray for the Lord’s help.

Thank you, Dear Mr. President, for your understanding and your help.

Respectfully yours,

Signed: Michal Kovac

His Excellency
William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America



Prezident Slovenskej repubh'ky

Bratislava 20. oktobra 1995
Vazeny pan prezident,

skutodnost, ze som nuteny pouZit tento spdsob, aby som Vas a vladu USA
informoval o nasich vnutornych pomeroch, sved¢i o nie€om ¢o je neobvyklé.

S polutovanim musim konStatovat, ve politické napitie v mojej krajine,
nepolavilo, ale naopak. Ako je zname jeho prifinou je pretrvavajliica snaha predsedu
vlady koncentrovat stale viac vladnej moci do vlastnych rik, rozSirovat' kontrolu nad
“¢innostami, ktoré maju byt vykonavané autonomne /samospravnym systémom/, vladnut
bez verejnej kontroly &i uz zo strany opozicie alebo verejnosti. Podarilo sa mu dostat’ s
vyuzitim parlamentnej vac§iny pod uplnd kontrolu verejno-pravne média, televiziu a
rozhlas, réznymi zakulisnymi zasahmi ohrozuje aj nezavislost dennej tlaCe, ktora je
kriticka proti nedemokratickym praktikam vladnutia. Plne ovlada tajni informagna
sluzbu, nad ktorou nema Ziadnu kontrolu opozicia, nepripustnym spésobom ovplyviiuje
gincraliu prokuratitu i"q:ezavi:;ius;’ policajuého zboru.) Nasa demokracia a princ‘ipy
brévneho §tatu st vazne ohrozené. Prekazkou na ceste k takmer absolutnej moci je uz len
prezident a Ustavny sid a &iastoéne opozicia, ktora je prakticky vylutena z moznosti
kontroly vykonne)j moci.

Prostrednictvom privatizacie, v ramci ktorej uprednostfiuje vlada svojich
stranickych stipencov si zabezpeluje trvalejsie ekonomické zazemie pre svoju politicku
stranu. Vynucuje si posludnost aj prostrednictvom prerozdelovania rozpoCtovych
finanénych prostriedkov formou subvencii ¢i dotacii. Mesta a obce, v ktorych primatori su

prislusnici vladnej koalicie, najméd v3ak strany pana Meciara, su zasadne zvyhodnené
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oproti ostatnym. ZniZovanim rozpo&tovych finanénych prostriedkov vazne ochromuje
ginnost Kancelarie prezidenta a Ciastolne aj Ustavného sudu. Napriklad kratenim
rozpo&tovych prostriedkov na rok 1995 donatil ma znizit pocet pracovnikov z 95 na 65
a v navrhu rozpoétu na rok 1996 ma chce donutit’ znizit’ d’alej poéty pracovnikov a
obmedzit’ moje aktivity.

Pokial prezident, opozicia a nezavisla tlag kritizuja obmedzovanie demokracie a
nastolovanie autoritarskeho rezimu v Slovenskej republike, predseda vlady a cela vladna
koalicia vratane parlamentnej va&iny obvifiuju kntikov  z toho, ze spochybiiuju
fungovanie demokracie, Ze poskodzuju Slovensko v zahranié¢i a mfia obvifiuji, Ze som
vlastizradca.- Kritické komentare na adresu viady z domacich a zaiwraniCiych Kruinov
vydava za sprisahanie broti Slovensku. Sir§ia verejnost, ktora tuZi po demokracii, sa iba
pomaly orientuje v hl'adani pravdy o tom, kto v skuto&nosti demokraciu ohrozuje, a kto
poskodzuje dobré meno Slovenska v zahranici. Je tomu tak preto, lebo v televiznom a
rozhlasovom spravodajstve sa kritika na nedemokratické praktiky vlady obmedzuje na
minimum. Predsedovi vlady i dal§im &lenom vlady najma vSak ministrovi zahrani¢énych
veci a Statnemu tajomnikovi ministerstsva zahraniénych veci sa dari pred Sirokou
verejnostou zakryvat kritické postoje zahrani¢nych vlad &lenskych $tatov Eurdpskej tnie,
ale aj viady USA voti nedemokratickym praktikam vlady pana Metiara. Z kazdého
stretnutia so zahraniénymi partnermi informuji verejnost’ tak, Ze zdvorilostné ale aj
uprimné myslené slova uznania a ocenenia na adresu Slovenskej republiky vydavaju za
pochvalu a podporu viady a diplomaticky formulované kritické stanoviska voCi
nedemokratickym praktikam vlady zamléuji pred verejnostou. Ma tym vzniknit' dojem,
Se zatial o zahranini partneri chvélia vladu, prezident i opozicia ju kritizuju a osoCujd
pred zahrani&im, &im poskodzuji dobré meno Siovenska.

Predseda vlady v politickom zapase proti mne nevybera prostriedky. KedZe
neexistuji ustavné moznosti ako ma odvolat z funkcie, Usiluje o moju morainu
diskreditaciu, pritom sa neobmedzuje iba na fabrikovanie roznych vykonstruovanych
obvineni na moju osobu, ale v poslednom obdobi vyuZl proti mne tajnou policiou
zinscenované podozrenie z trestnej ¢innosti mdjho syna, v dosledku &oho bol na neho
vydany medzinarodny zatykal /v decembn 1994/. Zatial ¢o syn sa pripravoval na
dobrovolné vypo&ivanie pred nemeckou prokuratirou, predseda vlady spolu s

riaditelom tajnej sluzby zorganizovali diia 31.7.1995 nasilné zavletenie mdjho syna do



Rakuska, kde ho rakiska policia na zéklade plétnosti medzinarodného zatykaca bola
nGtena zadryat a zadrziava ho az do dnesného diia. Tym sa malo potvrdit, akym
kriminalnikom je syn prezidenta. Hladanie pachatel'ov organizovaného trestného Cinu
obmedzovania slobody, nasilného zavletenia do cudziny a ohrozovania Zivota, mojho
syna vysetrovatelia policajného zboru rozbehli sfubne, a to €o doteraz zistili potvrdzuje,
e trestny &in spachala tajna sluzba - Slovenska informacna sluzba. Predseda vlady
protizakonnymi zasahmi do vySetrovania mari jej sfubny priebeh. K dneSnému diiu
odvolali z pripadu uZ dvoch poctivych vy3etrovatel'ov a odfali im spis.

Nasilné zavleCenie syna prezidenta otriaslo znaCnou Castou naSej verenosti a
spdsobiio, ze mnohi fudia vratane vergne innych pracovaikov podiiehiaja swachu, Kiory
zazivali v obdobi totalitného rezimu.

Vzhladom na to, Y¢ mam podporu vacSej Casti verejnosti, cele) opozicie,
cirkevnych predstavitelov takmer vietkych cirkvi, vacSiny akademickej obce, ob¢ianskych
zdruzeni, odolavam vyzvam predsedu vlady a parlamentnej vacSiny na odstupenie. Som
odhodlany neodstupit’ a branit’ demokraciu i zahraniéno-politické zaujmy krajiny, ako sa
hovori do posledného dychu. Verim v definitivne vitazstvo demokracie a spravodlivosti v
mojej krajine.

Potrebujeme vSak na jednej strane vyraznejSiu politicku podporu snaham
demokratickych sil a na druhej strane menej diplomaticki a zrozumitel'na  kritiku
nedemokratickych praktik predsedu vlady a jeho vladnej koalicie.

Ob&ania podporovali pana Metiara pri poslednych volbach /september 1994/, pri
ktorych ziskal 35%, aj preto, lebo boli presvedZeni, Ze bude usilovat’ o rozvoj demokracie
a o vstup do NATO a europskych Struktir najma do Europske; tnie. Ti, ¢o veria tomu,
7e¢ v tomto duchu aj viadne, ho stale podporuju a vobec nevedia, ze Clenske Siaty
Eurépskej tnie a vlada USA so znepokojenim sleduju nas vnutropoliticky vyvo). Pan
predseda vlady dobre vie, ze hlavnou podmienkou pre prijatie Slovenska do NATO a do
Europskej unie je upeviiovanie a praktické reSpektovanie demokracie. Dobre pozna aj
kritiku adresovanu jemu vo veci uplatiiovania nedemokratickych praktik. No napriek
tomu neopustil nedemokratické praktiky, ale v nich pokragoval a nevahal do politického
zapasu proti prezidentovi zatiahnut tajni sluzbu a podnietit ju k zorganizovaniu
trestného &inu a dopustif’ sa porusovania viacerych zakonov v usili zmarit’ riadny priebeh

vySetrovania tohto &inu. Naja vlada stale deklaruje zaujem o Clenstvo v NATO 1 v



Europskej unii. Sucasne ale nedba na dobre mienenu priatelski krtiku vo vec
re§pektovania demokracie a principu pravneho Statu. Dobre si je vedoma toho, Ze s
deformovanou a okliestenou demokraciou sa Slovensko nemdze vélenit' do tychto
Struktur. Predseda vlady vedome kalkuluje s tym, Ze Slovensko bude odmietnuté
prislusnymi ¢lenskymi $tatmi a pan predseda viady bude moct’ vyhlasit, Co uz raz povedal:
"Ked’ nas nechcu na zapad, pojdeme na vychod".

Vazeny pan prezident, toto nesmieme dopustit. Slovensky narod si nezaslizi
takyto osud. Slovensko sa nesmie ocitnat’ v izolacii. Zapad musi prejavit’ vacSiu a naSe)
verejnosti zrozumitel'na solidaritu s demokratickymi silami slovenskej spolo¢nosti.

Sicasne nasa verejnost musi poznat pravdu o tom, Co si myslia o
nedemokratickych praktikach sicasnej vlady najma jej predsedu, vlada a administrativa
USA a predstavitelia clenskych 3tatov Europskej unie. To je cesta ako zachranit
demokraciu a reSpektovanie principov pravneho $tatu v Slovenskej republike a ako
integrovat’ Slovensko do NATO a eurdpskych Struktuar.

My doma okrem vlady a jej parlamentnej va&Siny robime vietko, ¢o je v naSich
silach. Spoliehame aj na pomoc Viemohuceho.

Dakujem Vam, vaZzeny pan prezident, za porozumenie a pomoc.

V hibokej iicte s

Vazeny pan

William J. Clinton
prezident

Spojenych Statov americkych




Prezident Slovenskej repubh'lzy

Bratislava 20. oktobra 1995
Vazeny pan prezident,

skutoCnost, Ze som nuteny pouzit tento spdsob, aby som Vas a vladu USA
informoval o naSich vnatornych pomeroch, sved¢i o nie€om o je neobvyklé.

S polutovanim musim konstatovat, Ze politické napitie v mojej krajine,
nepolavilo, ale naopak. Ako je zname jeho pri€inou je pretrvavajica snaha predsedu
vlady koncentrovat’ stale viac vladnej moci do vlastnych rik, rozSirovat kontrolu nad
¢innostami, ktoré maju byt vykonavané autondmne /samospravnym systémom/, vladnut
bez verejnej kontroly ¢i uZ zo strany opozicie alebo verejnosti. Podarilo sa mu dostat’ s
vyuzitim parlamentnej vacSiny pod uplna kontrolu verejno-pravne média, televiziu a
rozhlas, réznymi zakulisnymi zasahmi ohrozuje aj nezavislost dennej tlale, ktora je
kriticka proti nedemokratickym praktikam vladnutia. Plne ovlada tajnit informadni
sluzbu, nad ktorou nema Ziadnu kontrolu opozicia, nepripustnym spdsobom ovplyviiuje
gincraliu prokuraiGiu 1 eezavisios! policajuého zburu, Nala deinokvacia a principy
pravneho $tatu su vazne ohrozené. Prekazkou na ceste k takmer absoliitnej moci je uz len
prezident a Ustavn)" sud a CiastoCne opozicia, ktora je prakticky vyli¢ena z mozZnosti
kontroly vykonnej moci.

Prostrednictvom privatizacie, v ramci ktorej uprednostiiuje vlada svojich
stranickych stupencov si zabezpeCuje trvalejSie ekonomické zazemie pre svoju politickii
stranu. Vynucuje si posluSnost’ aj prostrednictvom prerozdelovania rozpoé&tovych
finanCnych prostriedkov formou subvencii &i dotacii. Mesta a obce, v ktorych primatori st

prislusnici vladnej koalicie, najma viak strany pana MegGiara, su zasadne zvyhodnené
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oproti ostatnym. ZniZzovanim rozpo&tovych finanénych prostriedkov vazne ochromuje
¢innost Kancelarie prezidenta a Ciastoéne aj Ustavného sidu. Napriklad kratenim
rozpo&tovych prostriedkov na rok 1995 donutil ma znizit pocet pracovnikov z 95 na 65
a v navrhu rozpo¢tu na rok 1996 ma chce donutit’ znizit' d’alej pocty pracovnikov a
obmedzit' moje aktivity.

Pokial’ prezident, opozicia a nezavisla tla¢ kritizuju obmedzovanie demokracie a
nastol'ovanie autoritarskeho rezimu v Slovenskej republike, predseda vlady a cela vladna
koalicia vratane parlamentnej vagSiny obwifiuju kritikkov  z toho, Ze spochybiiuju
fungovanie demokracie, Ze poskodzuji Slovensko v zahraniCi a miia obvifiuj, Ze som
vlastizradca. Kritické komentare na adresu viady 2 domacich a zairain€nych Kruiov .
vydava za sprisahanie proti Slovensku. Sirsia verejnost, ktora tZi po demokracii, sa iba
pomaly orientuje v hl'adani pravdy o tom, kto v skutognosti demokraciu ohrozuje, a kto
poskodzuje dobré meno Slovenska v zahranici. Je tomu tak preto, lebo v televiznom a
rozhlasovom spravodajstve sa kritika na nedemokratické praktiky vlady obmedzuje na
minimum. Predsedovi vlady i dalsim &lenom vlady najméi vSak ministrovi zahrani¢nych
veci a Statnemu tajomnikovi ministerstsva zahraniénych veci sa dari pred Sirokou
verejnostou zakryvat kritické postoje zahraniénych vlad ¢lenskych Statov Eurdpske;j unie,
ale aj vlady USA voti nedemokratickym praktikam vlady pana Meciara. Z kazdého
stretnutia so zahraniénymi partnermi informuju verejnost’ tak, ze zdvorilostné ale aj
Uprimné myslené slova uznania a ocenenia na adresu Slovenskej republiky vydavaji za
pochvalu a podporu viady a diplomaticky formulované kritické stanoviska voCi
nedemokratickym praktikam vlady zaml&uju pred verejnostou. Ma tym vzniknat' dojem,
7e zatial' o zahrani¢ni partneri chvalia vladu, prezident i opozicia ju kritizujii a osocuji
pred zahrani¢im, ¢im poSkodzuju dobré meno Siovenska.

Predseda vlady v politickom zapase proti mne nevybera prostriedky. Ked'ze
neexistujii Ustavné moznosti ako ma odvolat z funkcie, usiluyje o moju moralnu
diskreditaciu, pritom sa neobmedzuje iba na fabrikovanie rdoznych vykonstruovanych
obvineni na moju osobu, ale v poslednom obdobi vyuzl proti mne tajnou policiou
zinscenované podozrenie z trestnej Cinnosti mojho syna, v dosledku €oho bol na neho
vydany medzinarodny zatyka¢ /v decembn 1994/. Zatial' o syn sa pripravoval na
dobrovolné vypoluvanie pred nemeckou prokuratirou, predseda vlady spolu s

riaditelom tajnej sluzby zorganizovali dfia 31.7.1995 nasilné zavleCenie méjho syna do



Rakuska, kde ho rakuska policia na zaklade platnosti medzinarodného zatykaca bola
nitena zadrzat' a zadrziava ho az do dne$ného dfia. Tym sa malo potvrdit, akym
kriminalnikom je syn prezidenta. Hl'adanie pachatelov organizovaného trestného ¢&inu
obmedzovania slobody, nasilného zavle¢enia do cudziny a ohrozovania Zivota, mdjho
syna vysetrovatelia policajného zboru rozbehli sfubne, a to o doteraz zistili potvrdzuje,
Ze trestny ¢in spachala tajna sluzba - Slovenska informacna sluzba. Predseda vlady
protizakonnymi zasahmi do vySetrovania mari jej slubny priebeh. K dneSnému driu
odvolali z pripadu uz dvoch poctivych vySetrovatel'ov a odriali im spis.

Nasilné zavleCenie syna prezidenta otriaslo znacnou Castou naSej verenosti a
spOsoDIio, ze mnohi fudia vratane vergine Cinnych pracoviikey podichaju sirachu, Ktory
zazivali v obdobi totalitného rezimu.

Vzhl'adom na to, ze mam podporu vacSej Casti verejnosti, celej opozicie,
cirkevnych predstavitel'ov takmer vSetkych cirkvi, vacSiny akademickej obce, ob¢ianskych
zdruZeni, odolavam vyzvam predsedu vlady a parlamentne) va¢Siny na odstipenie. Som
odhodlany neodstupit’ a branit’ demokraciu i zahrani¢no-politické zaujmy krajiny, ako sa
hovori do posledného dychu. Verim v definitivne vitazstvo demokracie a spravodlivosti v
mojej krajine.

Potrebujeme vSak na jednej strane vyraznejSiu politicki podporu snaham
demokratickych sil a na druhej strane menej diplomatickii a zrozumitelna kritiku
nedemokratickych praktik predsedu vlady a jeho vladnej koalicie.

Obcania podporovali pana Meciara pri poslednych volbach /september 1994/, pri
ktorych ziskal 35%, aj preto, lebo boli presvedceni, Ze bude usilovat’ o rozvoj demokracie
a o vstup do NATO a europskych Struktur najma do Eurdpskej anie. Ti, €o veria tomu,
Ze v tomto duchu aj vladne, ho staie podporuju a vobec nevedia, Ze Cienské siély
Europskej unie a vlada USA so znepokojenim sleduju na§ vnutropoliticky vyvoj. Pan
predseda vlady dobre vie, ze hlavnou podmienkou pre prijatie Slovenska do NATO a do
Europskej unie je upeviiovanie a praktické reSpektovanie demokracie. Dobre pozna aj
kritiku adresovanu jemu vo veci uplatiiovania nedemokratickych praktik. No naprek
tomu neopustil nedemokratické praktiky, ale v nich pokracoval a nevahal do politického
zapasu proti prezidentovi zatiahnut' tajnu sluzbu a podnietit ju k zorganizovaniu
trestného Cinu a dopustit’ sa poruSovania viacerych zakonov v usili zmant rniadny priebeh

vySetrovania tohto ¢inu. NaSa vlada stale deklaruje zaujem o Clenstvo v NATO 1 v



Eurépskej Unii. SaCasne ale nedba na dobre mieneni priatel'sku krittku vo veci
reSpektovania demokracie a principu pravneho 3tatu. Dobre si je vedoma toho, Fe's
deformovanou a oklieStenou demokraciou sa Slovensko nemdZze velenit do tychto
Struktar. Predseda vlady vedome kalkuluje s tym, ze Slovensko bude o.drm‘et‘nuté ‘
prislusnymi ¢lenskymi §tatmi a pan predseda vlady bude moct’ vyhlasit', €o uz raz povedal:
"Ked’ nas nechci na zapad, p6jdeme na vychod".

Vazeny pan prezident, toto nesmieme dopustit. Slovensky narod si nezasluzi
takyto osud. Slovensko sa nesmie ocitnlit’ v izolacii. Zapad musi prejavit viCSiu a naSej
verejnosti zrozumitel'na solidaritu s demokratickymi silami slovenskej spoloénosti.

.~""Stitasne nasa verejnost" musi poznat pravdu o tom, Co si myslia o
nedemokratickych praktikach sicasnej vlady najmi jej predsedu, vlada a administrativa
USA a predstavitelia Clenskych Statov Europske) Gnie. To je cesta ako zachranit
demokraciu a reSpektovanie principov pravneho §tatu v Slovenskej republike a ako
integrovat -Slovensko do NATO a eurdpskych $truktur. '

My doma okrem vlady a jej parlamentnej va&siny robime vietko, o je v nasich
silach. Spoliehame aj na pomoc Viemohuceho.

Dakujem Vam, vazeny pan prezident, za porozumenie a pomoc.

V hlbokej tcte g

Vazeny pan

William J. Clinton
prezident

Spojenych Statov americkych
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