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Dear Jim: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 28, 2000 

I 1111!1111111111111111111111111111~11111 
*412507* 

Thanks for sending me the update on economic initiatives in 
Ireland. This information was extremely useful background for 
my meetings with Bertie Ahern and party leaders from Northern 
Ireland on St. Patrick's Day. 

As I told the Americ·an Ireland Fund, I applaud your efforts to 
pursue innovative, targeted initiatives, such as the ~Aspire" 
micro-lending project. I also commend you for recognizing the 
importance of the Harland and Wolff shipyard, even though 
ultimately there are limits to what we can do to help in that 
situation. John Hume raised this issue with me, suggesting the 
U.S. Navy might contract out maintenance work there; I agreed 
that we would continue to look for ways to be helpful. 

Despite the difficulties in implementing the Good Friday Accord, 
I am still hopeful the parties will overcome their differences 
and fully implement the Accord. It was encouraging to read your 
report of concrete progress in the economic arena, including the 
creation of new jobs and the increase in cross-community 
economic activity involving partnerships with U.S. firms. Your 
efforts are helping to secure the economic foundation for a 
lasting settlement to the Northern Ireland conflict. 

Many thanks again for all your work. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable James M. Lyons 
Special Advisor to the President 

and the Secretary of State for 
Economic Initiatives in Ireland 

Department of State 
2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
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