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rS2o“.=E'r^.^
times that amount and suggested that they 

sure it’s not heU?" Sawieng recalls
asking her friend, nicknained‘Boo.

“Of course not.” she says Boo replied. “Hw 
could there be any hell in,LA? It s paradise. 
L.A. is the dty of angels.”

But when they got here, Sawteng says, “we 
just huddled up and cried.”

Instead of paradise, the Thai seamstress, 
now 41, found herself in indentured servitude, 
confined to what authorities here have de­
scribed as a virtual “slave la^ camp” in a 
town house complex a few miles cast of the 
slerming high-rises of downtown Los Angeles. 
There she routinely toiled 17 hours a day to 
pay off a $5,000 “debr—the price of her pas­
sage and falsified travel documents—by sew­
ing women’s and children’s apparel at piece­
work rates amounting to as little as 60 cents 
an hour.If she tried to escape, Sawieng says the 
Thai owners of the iUegal sweatshop w^

I her. they would retaliate against her family in 
i Thailand and burn down her house. She s^
I recalls the even more chilling threat of to 

recruited her “A bullet is I
pToday Sawieng is one of 72 Thai 
•votkets designated as mateBl witness- 

following an Aug. 2 raid that treM
them from the seven4own ho«K coBfr
nsal in H Monte, a rnmndjality of 
110,000 people that forms part of
peaterLosAngdes. ___ ^

The raid resulted in the arrest o« 
aght niais alleged to be owners and
Dpeiatora of the clandestine sweaty,
which apparently started up m ISM
ind supplied millions of dollars worn of
clothing through front companies to 
nanufacturen and retailen *D over the 
Jnited States:
to case has spotlighted to sordid

mdeiside of America’s $86 hilliQn^- 
Dent induiiy and spurred calls tor a 
ncyown CO what offiriab say are its 
^(lespread violaticQS ofbbor laws, 

i *%Ve have now unoovered outright 
bavery here in the United States m this 

ijikw <^>oetarT Rohest

________ “,-UP
j ^FacedwihstafcooipettkidfrDmiin- .^^,t,^„n.ThelNSinveslaated.

r^rmt^t^Csldtoia’sest. wsnanU and to i^ptity
rnated 140,000 garment westers «e ^ reopened in May of this year 
W a^ A^ another escapee, a seamstress
Studies show. More ^ 80 poOTt« the INS of alien smuggling and

sweatshop operatiors at the site. Her
Jegd aliens. Accottog to infannatkxi was judged to be llated,”
tote official^ however, and the U5. Attorney’s ^le^ andimdoannmto wjiA ,pjn mfiiMd to seek a ettminsl search
^,aSke are oommonly eaptato by

HMontehuildmginspeetorsalsovis- 
jwages and sv^ hilBoos of dolhis n htd the complex at fast five times, but 
Btatpandfafaaltoe^ the sweatshop cxxitinued to operate.
j ^ 1994 survey by the UA and ^ In July the state Labor Department 
ionlia Labor depaitopto began to own inrestigatioo, obtained a
^ among to totes l^^m^ ^Heatchwarrantandaakedtoim- 
36m8,half paid le» than to to join a multiagency
page’68perMt«^p^wr^ far Aug. 2. After partidpatin*
)72 percent failed to keeMdeq^ifr hi pbnning for the raid, to INS tried tc 
bads and 93 perant vtoated health at to last mtoite. to
“-nd safety regulatiooi ............ wftficew to three doaen agents ant

«An epi^c of exploiua^ toi intetiwtera on grounds that goinj

lilda L. Sobs 0?). who represents El businesses, one of the al-

Inent industiyW immigration officers showed
Jsigeretaileis.Toait^^l^to \ pouple later and arrested
Jrith fast-changing tofa,P“tiailatlym j^g^ hicluding the 67 women and

who tobeen confined to the jal^^oni^i«etod^^ H Monte compound as sweatshop 
Bar codes on taerchandise ^ ^ workers.-toy were taken to an INS 

-Tera to detention facility and at one point weresales and quiddy place onto. The r^^^hi4ackfa.buttheyeveD- 
-tioe allow the retateto^^ ^ ^ bond each.

Tte INS, nxanwhile. raided three 

■-*- with cheaper foieiei produc- »

fOpmnms are raic, wv *jhere are many other EJ Montes wait­
ing to be erpo^’ . , .
' to ease has set off recriminations 
Ueng state and federal agendes over 
£hy to sweatshop was aDo^ to con-
Uiue operating for more than three
Vtors after it was first discovered And 
it has become the subject of poltoal 
Wryointing between RepubBons 3nd 
Ppmocrats over illegal immigration. 
Jnkfget cuts and law enforcement.
! ■ Manufacturers and retailers who 
■ '-"t the sweatshop’s clothing have

. < -I-_______.1. «wlU

tobe accused of bypooisy by union 
Jeadets who hold these businesaes re 
'fpmwdWe for driving down wages and 
forking oonditioos in the industry gen- 
toSy.

Califanua surpassed New York a few 
ITS ago as the oountzy's fading sp- 
■el producer. Now an estimated 
00 legal and 1.000 illegal factories 
K helped mate the garment industry 

e second largest maistorturing s^ 
c in Caldaniia and to fastest-growing | 
e m this vast metroptds.

< * But tte msnubctmm oame UDder 
Wessnre to deliver quicHy, aod they d- 
Iten subcontract the work to sewing and 

shops. The more than 22,000 of
these shops nationwide compete fier^ 
ly for the manufacturera’ business and . 
onploy the bulk of the pity's 
1 miTiim garment workers. Typfato 
paid on a piece rate basis, these work­
ers are at to bottom of to chato

For to fast production re-
quhements, retaflers’ cost-cutting and
job cnntofa“ fa®"'■fa*®*

led to sweatshop conditions that a
1994 General Aocatmto Office report
says differ fittle from tbope at to turn 
oftbecaitiiiy.

After profits ate taken out at every 
|evel,saidRofaeOtero,aLosAngdes- 
based official of to U3. Labor Depart­
ment, the price a consumer pays for a
garment bean little relationship to to 
laborcosL . . ^

"Manufacturers create, maintam and 
cxntrol this system of exploitation and 
then cry crocotHeJeaiajdieito.?'*: 
feting becomes known to the public.” 
the Union of Needletrades, Industrial 
and TextUe Employees charged last 
month. ‘This is the dirty secret of the 
industry." . ,

From the beginning, investigatxxs of 
to El Monte operation seemed to have 
been marked by false starts and foul- 
ups.

I I:

I

ir£Dr',
ups.

to Immigraticn and Natuiafitatioo 
Service has admowledged that it first 
famed of the sweatshop when some­
one who claimed to have escaped frrxn 
H called the Los Angeles Police Depart­
ment aaonymously in March 1992 and
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. i____________________ _______

ifficials Call for Crackdo\^ 

n Garmeiit \^rk Coii(Htioiis
Industry Summit

using dvfl wamota—and aneated 55 
peraoos, tncludiDg 39 Thai woxicars. 
The Thais «ere not coD&ied against 
their win as in B Monte, but were ap- 
puently paying ofl annilar abeMDug- 
glmg iWibi, mmipition offidala aail 

Amoi« those arrested was a woman 
who esc^ from the B Monte sweat­
shop is 1992 and sought work in better 
usuiitkais. She is how being held as an 
aie^alien.

So far, the B Monte case has pro­
duced indictnKnts agamt ome Thais, 
ioduding the alleged recruiter, Suldt 
Maoaaurangkul, i^o reportedly flew 
tMritinnMtoid a week before the rail 
Currently besig held without bail are 
Suldfs 65-year-old mote, Sunee Man- 
asurangkul, two of his brothers, the 
brothers’ wives and three men identi­
fied as guards.

The five-count mdictment charges 
the nine with conapitacy to violate fed­
eral laws and with transpcrtmg. harbor­
ing and employing illegal ahens, O0e^ 
es that carry maasnum total pmalHni 
of more than 20 y^ in prison and $1 
mfllioo in fines. Other posable charge^ 
including peonage and invaluntary servi­
tude, are under conaderatioa

In addition, the federal and state La­
bor departments ate suing the drfeo- 
dants on behalf of their former employ 
ees fiir $5 million in back wag^ 
millico in damages and $1.6 millian in 
penalties.

AO nine have pleaded not gi^ to 
the criminal charges. Although investi- 
gatoia found cash, gold, jeweby and 
searing equipment worth nearly 
$950,000 at the site and traced wire 
tjanafera to Bangkok totaling hundreds 
of thciaaods of doOars a month, the de­
fendants <-Taifn.H pdigcooe ud chose to 
be defended by oourt-appcmted attor­
neys.

One key potential witness is Rueng- 
tbiwa Hongarai, who arrived at the 
sweatshop in February 1991 and es- 
aped two years later. She was recruit­
ed in Ibingknii and obtained a touriat vi­
sa from the U& Embassy tee after a 
(oatriage of convenience to one of her 

to bdp convince omsular affi­
nals tbst she lajorwl to return to Thai­
land, she said in a telephone interview.

Once she started working at B Mon­
te. however, the low pay and hirsb re­
gime soon filled her with disilhisiaD-
wtit reaentmeot and a growing sense 
of despentiaa After consulting a Thai- 
Engiish dictiooary, she wroteMe" 
XII piece of paper and threw it over a 
ence into an adjacent trailer park, 
kuengttnwa said. From a wmdow, she 
jvatcbed an old man pick up the note, 
read it, then saendy w^ away.

Sometimes, she said, the workers 
vert allowed to buy ioe cream from a 
/endor who came by the front gate, but 
he man spoke only Spamsh, ^ ^ 
rhais could not oommunicate with him. 
IB they could do was buy ioe atam 
lom ism, she said.

She managed to pay off her in 
ibout 18 months and asked to go ha^
*it the owners told her she had to finish
ler unwritten three-year "contract." 
tnmgthiwa said. Her health deteriorit- 
d, and she lost about 40 pounds.

Then, one afternoon in early 19S3, 
she saw her chance. A guard con^
planed of 1 headache, and she gave hjm
some sfrnia medicine that she knew 
iiould him drowsy. As he dosed 
off, she gteed a Bodweiaer to givpLbek 
courage, then acaled the lOfaOtf 
beUnd the tom hbuaes, giafaiDg halt 
on the barbed wire. .[ .

She unght aayhm at a TlailBul)r 
dhist temple in North HoO]—^ 
eventually moved to New 
Tine she met an American 
ing recruiter, whom she il 
Maneh. Now 29. RnengtJiwa 
tertify B the upcoming trial of ha ^ 
mer emolovcrs.

of other workers do m 
have such happy endmgs. —1.

, 1 thought about trying to escape, hut
I never had the courage to carry it oilC 
said a 3(hyeayold aeamsticaa wbogtth 
her name only as Suoan. *1^

"I was scsed because tee wetgj 
lot of threaU," added a companigK 
Bomaom.24. ■

Both Bid they never >ft the swm- 
Afy i-nmpfiifnH during the entire tmie 
they worked tee.

Ramdiun Seeaing, 42, a stout, 
round-faced woman from the poor 
ixstbeastem pot of Thalmd. said toe
rmr to B Moctc in Ai^gnrt 1992 hi
hopes of earning money to mppert her
twin sons but only managed to pay off
her‘debrju3tbefcRtfaetaid.'rh(^io- 
ceaaant sewing gave her headaefaea md 
impaired her viaian, she aasL

Her trioid. Sawieng. who came to B 
Monte'at the same time, worried toom 
the teenaff daughters ate left behind in 
a houae hi-Fnchinbnti Province nortb- 
eaat of Her mote hod'ffied
less than a month before her departure,
Sawieng oil, and abe sni able to iend 
back only about $100 a morhh. Shefret- 
ted that her mote'i ghoet wpuld^ 
her daughteri trouble, and she de- 
apahed that after her debt repaymjtoto, 
Uving and remittinceaj^tie
was not sning any money. JT, , 

But pethapa the meat devastate 
blow for Sawieng nocurred emly 
stay at B Monte. Her beat friends 
the one who had urged her to go tc^S 
Augeles. joined another aeamstresM 
an escape and vanished vritbant a wiw

•She didn’t tell me anything,^C 
wieng said. •She just diaappeaipL’^ 
wieng *V*’*i**< ibe had DO dwkt UCG 
finisb her threeyear "contract," Si£ 
ad! her basses for pomiaaon to refrnft 
toUudlaDd. !

As abe spoke of her ordeal, of .her 
woeries about peovidmg for her daugb' 
tets and of brt abandonment by ber 
close fiiend, the pain of it all seemed to 
overwhelm Sawieng. Her eyes red­
dened, and teats began rolling down her. 
cheeks.

•We used to see paSoe cara pass by: 
and wonder. When ate they going to’ 
come and help us.’’ * Ssvtieng recalled,, 
dabbing at her eyes with her loose 
white T-ahnt “But nobody ever paid 
any attentno to us.*

Now, she said, she just wants to go 
home.

Ubor Saonlaiy Robeti B. Kakh, who says he was horrified 
by conditions at the El Monte sweatshop, has called a 
summit of some of the nation's largest clothing reUilers to 
devise ways to clean up the garment industry.

Sebaduied farTuesdav in New York, the meeting is aimed at 
enlisting some of the country’s biggest department stores, 
which have “substantial bargaining leverage in the garment 
food chain,” in an effort to protect the industry, workers and 
consumers from abusive contractors, Reich said.

InvIlBM hcliide Hechfs, Bloomingdale’s and Disney, which 
were among the retail giants found to have sold clothes made 
in the El Monte sweatshop or in three other illegal factones 
raided in Los Angeles last month..

THE SWEATSHOP TO RETAILER ‘FOOD CHAIN’:

■ The libcir OefMrtnient found that these 
retailers stocked clothing sewn by the/ .
El Monte op^oth-
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1995

^U.N. auditor finds no fiscal oversight
Stunned by waste, |l|mr^
Other deficiencies
By Refet Kaplan
rHE vmshinoton times

The United Nations’ top auditor 
acknov<ledges he was “surprised" 
at the extent of the finMclal su­
pervision at the multibillion-doUar 
organization he joined 10 months 
ago.

That’s because there didn’t 
seem to be any.

“The United Nations had ex­
isted for almost 50 years without 
effective internal oversight," says 
Karl Paschke, who took the newly 
created position of inspector gen­
eral in November 1994 at the insis­
tence of the United States.

■T think that [historical lack of 
oversight] is part of the problem,” 
Mr. Paschke said in a recent inter­
view with reporters and editors at 
The Washington Times. "There, is 
waste, there are awkward proce­
dures, and the management cul­
ture, to put it in a phrase, is defi­
cient."

Mr. Paschke and his staff of 
roughly 100 face a rather daunting 
task: to start cleaning up the inter­
nal financial operations of the 
United Nations or risk losing the 
contributions of the United States, 
which is assessed 25 percent of the 
regular UN. budget and an even 
larger percentage of peacekeep­
ing costs.

He appears to have the right 
qualifications for the job.

As director-general for person­
nel and management of the Ger­
man Foreign Ministry from 1990- 
1994, he was responsible for dis­
mantling the former East German 
foreign service during the reunifi­
cation of Germany. Those creden­
tials should well serve a man 
charged with investigating what 
critics say is an equally Byzantine 
operation.

Mr Paschke, whose formal title 
is undersecretary-general for in-

Ptsoio B«r1 V. Go
U.N. inspector general Karl Paschke says, There Is waste, there are 
awkward procedures, and the management culture ... Is delicient."

temal oversight services, notes he 
does not have the executive power 
to change policy. What .he can do, 
however, is “control, oversee, au­
dit, evaluate, monitor, inspect, and 
give management advice and 
make recommendations."

He will be closely watched in 
his five-year, nonrenewable term, 
particularly by Republicans in 
Congress who don’t believe the 
United Swtes is getting its mon­
ey’s worth at the United Nations.

Mr. Paschke seems aware of the 
pressure but not intimidated by it. 
And while he prepares to issue his 
first annual report, he said he has 
identified three key areas that are 
in most urgent need of closer over­
sight:

• Peacekeeping operations, an 
increasingly large chunk of U.N. 
expenditures.

These operations, which could 
cost more than $3 billion this year, 
is “where internal controls are not 
always readily observed, and 
where managers think they can 
cut comers.”

• Humanitarian operations in

places like Rwanda, where, like 
peacekeeping, “a lot of money is 
involved.”

Also like peacekeeping, ■ these 
humanitarian operations are usu­
ally in high-risk areas where the 
chances of fraud and abuse are 
greater

• The “entire area” of procure­
ment.

• “If rules and regulations and not 
observed ... where money is in­
volved, you always have the chance 
for things to go-wrong," he said.

But Mr. Paschke’s strategy in 
controlling these programs may 
disappoint those in Congress who 
are looking for a quick fix.

“I belive very strongly that we 
are going to be more effective ad­
dressing the linle'issues," accord­
ing to Mr, Paschke.

“What the Congress expected 
me to do was to come into office on 
November 15th and kick out the 
first people in.the street, close the 
first two departments and shut 
down the first two agencies ... by 
the 16th. I'm somewhat frustrated 
when I see these expectations."
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ars Growing 

Over Bacteria 

Resistant 

To Antibiotics
By MARC LIPSITCH

* SJSS,
tlon and human Ingenuity, technology appealed 

Now, the bacteria are catching up.

p; spSiS^'o ■™« «"»“>
"”*This Is already the case for an Important ®‘
bact™a as^the emerococci. which are among the

,ol MufcnflUnWfWwloa 2^1964. Teat site conatru^ was firat^ on 
^qSred four days after first Chmese nuclear test.

. '.—-‘1

Doctors may soon find themselves 
unable to treat infections that were 
once considered routine.

causes of blood infections in hospiullzed pati«ts. 
Althowh the bacteria tend io attack only the sickest P"**™*^' for^^m ty ^ a serious threat. Dau released in July by 
the New Jersey Department of Health showed a substantia 
IScre.^ m the number of enterococci that have acqofred

Continued on Page C3
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EMtiNiMay 28, 1970. These images had 
ig across Red Square to visit Lenin’s Tomb.

few

ISirMlIil
lages tracked construction of nuclear and 
cility in Soviet Union.

iIdsic
P*ul Simon and other 
pwontiers in unlikely 
roles. Page C13.
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Jim meeiWmlnil P.rk Smrte „*

Pup in litter bom nw Yell^tone. -.i :

Mlriumph anci Loss 

As Wolves iteturni 

To Yellowstone
By WILLIAM K. STEVENS

_____  Yellowstone National Park, Wyo,
■■■|HE evening breeze had died and a setting sun was 
■^■■gilding the slopes of the Lamar Valley as Mike 

Phillips gazed across the steep ravine of Rose Creek 
and whispered to a visitor, "That area of matted 

grass to the left of the aspens and the right of the sagebrush —
There, perhaps 500 yards away, a young, gray female 

wolf was taking her ease. Three other young wolves, all black, 
soon came i^ito view through the binoculars. Now 19 weeks old, 
a little biggtr than coyotes and nearly half grown, the four are 
part of a ^tter of eight, the first known reproduction by 
resident wolves In the Yellowstone ecosystem in seven dec­
ades and a signal step toward rescuing the gray wolf from the 
endangeret^ list.

It is a tale of triumph and tragedy with touches of soap 
opera. The unexpected birth and early survival of the Rose 
Creek "puppies,” as their Federal monitors call them, has 
helped make the first seven months of the highly controver­
sial effort 4 restore wolves to Yellowstone more successful 
than expected. But the father of the piips, a majestic, 122- 
pound, deep-voiced gray alpha male from Canada simply 
called Ten, ^as shot and killed. Federal oWlclals charge, by an 
unemployed!parpenter who took the peltjand head. If convict­
ed, he faces a possible term In Federal prison for killing a 
member of in endangered species.

The mother of the pups, a black wolf called Nine, aban- 
Continued on Page C4

Ann Beattie, dissecting 
family secrets in a new 
novel. Page Cl 7.
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