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September 24, 1996 

Mr. John J. Sweeney 
President 

.. 

American Federal 
of Industrial 

815 16th Street, 
Washington, D.C. 

of Labor and Congress 
Organizations 
N.W. 

20006 

Dear John: 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts. 

(_ __ OC)~/ 

I welcomed the February 28th announcement by British 
Prime Minister Major and Irish Prime Minister Bruton 
concerning negotiations for a just and lasting settlement in 
Northern Ireland. Those negotiations will lead to inclusive 
talks regarding the future of Northern Ireland once the cease
fire has been restored. I am convinced that this path is 
supported by the majority of the people of Northern Ireland, 
who have resoundingly rejected violence and have, instead, 
embraced peace. It is my hope that those who have resorted 
to violence will heed the clear voice of the people and cease 
their campaign of terror. 

Prime Minister Bruton, Prime Minister Major, and 
Northern Ireland political leaders are continuing their 
determined work to end the violence and to pursue a nego
tiated settlement. I applaud their persistent efforts 
to overcome age-old disagreements, and I am pleased that 
the United States has been able to assist this process of 
reconciliation. My Administration joins the governments of 
Ireland and the United Kingdom in the hope and expectation 
that all of the parties can finally create the lasting peace 
that the people of Northern Ireland so deserve. 

I appreciate your interest in this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

~c~~ r Harold 

(Corres. #3163827) 
(9.sweeney.jj) 

Ickes, lstFl/WW 
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American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations 

815 Sixteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C 20006 
(202) 637-5000 

The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

JOHN J. SWEENEY 
PRESIDENT 

Albert Shanker 
Vincenl R Sombrotto 
John T Joyce 
Jay Mazur 
George J. Kourpias 
Michael Sacco 
Gloria T. Johnson 
J. Randolph Babbitt 
Carolyn Forrest 
Sonny Hall 
William Lucy 
A.L. "Mike" Monroe 
Robert E. Wages 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

RICHARD L. TRUMKA 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 

LINDA CHAVEZ-THOMPSON 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

Edward T. Hanley 
Gerald W. McEntee 
Morton Bahr 
Lenore Miller 
John N. Sturdivant 
Ron Carey 
Douglas H. Dority 
Clayola Brown 
Pat Friend 
Sumi Haru 
Leon Lynch 
Arthur Moore 
Jake West 

Wayne E. Glenn 
William H. Bywater 
Robert A. Georgine 
John J. Barry 
Frank Hanley 
Arthur A. Coia 
George E Becker 
Richard W Cordtz 
Michael Goodwin 
Carroll Haynes 
Doug McCarron 
Arturo S. Rodriguez 
Alfred K. Whitehead 

James E. Hattield 
Marvin J. Boede 
Gene Upshaw 
Moe Biller 
James J. Norton 
Frank Hurt 
Stephen P. Yokich 
MA "Mac" Fleming 

Joe L. Greene 
James LaSala 
Andrew McKenzie 
Robert A. Scardelletti 

August 16, 1996 

~{ ,L.,~ ~£»..I 
t~(i,,,~, 

f2i/JJ 
Last month's violence in Northern Ireland dealt yet another grave blow to the 

flickering peace process. More than anything else, this latest setback reflects a growing ' 
frustration with the stalled peace negotiations. 

Nevertheless, there is stil I hope that ~,.Qeac~ri.g~9_Lo.rJ?Y... tb.~ .P.~<?P.~~-<?L. 
• Northern Ireland can be achieved if, as in other war-torn areas, your Administration 

_. --~·;;nffnuest6'pusn"'resolutely for negotiations and a just solution. The most urgent immediate 
task is to end the latest round of violence. To achieve this, the White House must urge the 

---~ritish go_v~~!1_11l~!.!~.t_a. __ ~~~.i.~~.-xe.<\.~9.i:it:!b._~_(l_i:t_9 __ .fair_nJJ~sfo.r..P.g!i.rt~i!Irri'ar~b-es·:--·tt-··shc»li1cfTl1s1sC
tl1ai't1i~-Peace talks, set to reconvene on September 9 in Belfast with Senator Mitchell 
presiding, must no longer be sidetracked with wrangling over pre-conditions. An agreement 
on a balanced agenda must be reached in advance. 

Now is perhaps the last opportunity, Mr. President, for a negotiated peace in 
Northern Ireland. What is urgently needed is for your Administration to stay fully engaged 
in the search for peace during this political season. 

Sincerely, 

President 
JJS/PAF/jt 

SEP l 9 1996 


