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April 15, 1998

Dear May:

I am so pleased to be writing to you in the wake
of the Northern Ireland peace accord. Although
the path to peace is rarely easy, I believe that
the agreement reached has the potential to bring
real calm to what we all have only known as a
very troubled part of our world.

I enjoyed reading your letter and hearing the
news from your recent trip. And, as always,
your kind words of support mean a lot to me.
Hillary, Chelsea, and I thank you so much for
the St. Patrick’s Day gifts. I proudly wore the
cuff links and one of the ties on St. Patrick’'s
Day when I met with Prime Minister Ahern.

Best wishes from all of us.

Sincerely, %k

BILL CLINTOR

BC/AGG/LA/DWB/DWB/ddj-ech-efr
(Corres. #3872309)
(3.cassidy.m)

Ac;” White House Gifts
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Subject: 1998-04-10 President's Remarks on Northern Ireland peace

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 10, 1998

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
ON THE NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE PROCESS

The Oval Office

2:30 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. After a 30-year winter
of sectarian violence, Northern Ireland today has the promise of a
springtime of peace. The agreement that has emerged from the
Northern Ireland peace talks opens the way for the people there to
build a society based on enduring peace, justice, and equality. The
vision and commitment of the participants in the talks has made real
the prayers for peace on both sides of the Atlantic and both sides of
the peace line.

All friends of Ireland and Northern Ireland know the
task of making the peace endure will be difficult. The path of peace
is never easy. But the parties have made brave decisions. They have
chosen hope over hate, the promise of the future over the poison of
the past. And in so doing, already they have written a new chapter
in the rich history of their island -- a chapter of resolute courage
that inspires us all.

In the days to come, there may be those who will try to
undermine this great achievement -- not only with words but perhaps
also with violence. All the parties and all the rest of us must
stand shoulder to shoulder to defy any such appeals.
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enduring peace, justice and equality.”

President Bill Clinton
April 10, 1998

Today, President Clinton voiced his strong support and appreciation for the
comprehensive Northern Ireland peace accord announced by peace talks

- chairman, George Mitchell, and the prime ministers of Britain and Ireland, Tony

Blair and Bertie Ahern.

Charting A New Path To Peace. The path to peace is never easy, but the parties
involved in the Northern Ireland peace process have made brave decisions.

They are choosing hope over hate and the promise of the future of the
problems of the past. Irish Prime Minister Ahern and British Prime Minister Blair,
Senator George Mitchell, and all the other leaders of the parties involved with
this effort deserve thanks and support for the historic agreement they have
reached.

Standing Strong Against Violence. In the days to come, there may be those
who will try to undermine this great achievement. All the parties involved must
stand strong against any efforts to use violence to defy such actions.

The Best Chance For Peace In A Generation. These effort represents the best
chance for peace in a generation. In this Easter season, British and Irish leaders
have followed the admonition of Luke, “to give light to them who sit in

darkness and in the shadow of death and guide their feet into the way of
peace.” For that, peace-leaving people the world over can be very grateful.
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On this Good Friday, we give thanks for the work of
Prime Minister Ahern and Prime Minister Blair, two truly remarkable
leaders who did an unbelievable job in these talks. We give thanks
for the work of Senator George Mitchell, who was brilliant and
unbelievably patient and long suffering. We give thanks especially
to the leaders of the parties, for they had to make the courageous
decisions. We also thank Prime Minister Blair and Prime Minister
Ahern's predecessors for starting and nurturing the process of peace.

Together, all these people have created the best chance
for peace in a generation. In May, the people of Ireland and
Northern Ireland will have the chance to seize the gift they have
been given. At this Easter season, British and Irish leaders have
followed the admonition of Luke, "to give light to them who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death and to guide their feet into the
way of peace.” For that, peace-loving people the world over can be
very grateful.

Q Mr. President, what promises or assurances did the
United States make to help move this process along?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, from the very beginning all | have
tried to do is to help create the conditions in which peace could
develop, and then to do whatever | was asked to do or whatever seemed
helpful to encourage and support the parties in the search for peace.
And that's all | did last night.

Q Did you offer any assistance in terms of financial
aid, and what did you think --

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q -- where did you really weigh in in all those phone
calls.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, the answer to your
first question is no. Now, we have, as all of you know, an
international fund for Ireland, which | have strongly supported. And
| do believe that there will be very significant economic benefits
flowing to the people of Ireland, both Protestant and Catholic, in
Northern Ireland and in the Republic, if this peace takes hold. But
there was no specific financial assurance sought, nor was any given.

In terms of the give and take, you know, | made a lot of
phone calls last night and up until this morning -- actually until
right before the last session. But | think the specifics are not all
that important. | did what | was asked to do. Again, | was largely
guided by the work of Prime Minister Blair and Prime Minister Ahern.
| had a very -- a long talk, in the middle of the night for me, last
night with Senator Mitchell about his work there, and I'm looking



forward to seeing him early next week. | just did what | thought
would help. And | tried to do what | was asked to do.

Q Mr. President, will you be going to Belfast now
that they've reached a deal?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I really haven't had much
discussion about it. No decision has been made. This is not even a
day to think about that. This is a day to celebrate the achievement
of the people and the peace talks.

Q President Clinton, do you feel somewhat vindicated
for the policies that -- including giving Gerry Adams a visa here
--that have come under scrutiny and at times have brought you some
derision from other parts of the world for being too provocative.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, when | did it, | thought it would
help to create a climate in which peace might emerge. And | believe
it was a positive thing to do. | believed it then, | believe it now.

But make no mistake about it. Whenever peace is made by
people anywhere, the credit belongs to the parties whose own lives
and livelihoods and children and future are on the line. And that's
the way | feel today. If anything that | or the United States was
able to do was helpful, especially because of our historic ties to
Great Britain and because of the enormous number of Irish Americans
we have and the feelings we have for the Irish and their troubles,
then | am very grateful. But the credit for this belongs to the
people who made the decisions.

Q What role do you expect to play from now on?

Q Mr. President, have how fragile is the peace
agreement? How fragile is it and will it be able to withstand a
violation of the cease-fire?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, | think the parties will honor it.
They fought too hard over the details -- down to the eleventh hour
and then some. They even went past Senator Mitchell's deadline and
well into this Good Friday. Given lIrish history, maybe it's
appropriate that this was done on this day.

So they fought too hard over the details to violate
them. | expect the parties to honor the agreement. And then it's
really up to the people. The people of Northern Ireland and the
people of the Republic of ireland are going to have a vote on it in
May, in late May, and their judgment will prevail.

Will there be those who are disgruntled, who may seek to
violate the cease-fire, who are not part of the parties that have
signed off on this agreement? There may well be. But if we all
stand shoulder-to-shoulder together and everyone understands that the
integrity of the leaders and the parties that are part of this
process is still unshakable and rock solid, I think we'll be all



right. We just need to let the Irish people have their say, and |
think they will have their say.

Q What role do you expect to play from now on in this
process, in terms of trying to maintain this agreement?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, | don't know. If | can be
helpful, | will. That's been my position all along. That's what |
tell everybody that talks to me about it. But no decision has been
made about that and, you know, the United States believes in this
process passionately. |, personally, am deeply committed to it. And
if the leaders think there's something | can do to be helpful, well,
of course, I'll try. But there's been no discussion about it and no
decision made.

Q Mr. President, could there have been an agreement
today without your efforts last night?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, | certainly -- | wouldn't say there
couldn’'t have been. | was asked to help; | did my best to help.

But let me say again, there were people that | was
talking to up until 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., even later this morning who
haven't been to bed in 48 hours. They sat and talked and worked and
fought and argued and got back together. And for some of them, they
put their political lives on the line; others may have put even more
on the line, as you well know.

And they and the Prime Ministers and Senator Mitchell,
who somehow kept it all together, they deserve the credit. | just
tried to do what | was asked to do. If | played a positive role, I'm
grateful to have had the chance to do so.

Q Happy Easter. Are you going to Camp David?

THE PRESIDENT: | am. We're going up probably in the
early evening and | hope all of you have a great holiday. Bless you.

Q What are you going to do about the Middle East?
(Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we got Bosnia and Haiti, and now,
| hope, Ireland. And I'll just keep working on it. The Irish thing
ought to give you hope for the Middle East because the lesson is:
just don't ever stop. And in the end, if the will for peace is
stronger than the impulse to avoid it, and the impulse to avoid the
tough decisions and the sacrifices that are made -- that have to be
made -- then the will for peace can prevail. That's the lesson here.

So | would hope that those who care desperately about
the Middle East and want the peace process there to prevail will take
great heart here, because believe you me, | know a lot about this.
There were a lot of tough decisions which had to be made, nobody
could get everything they wanted, and risks had to be taken. And



they were taken. And they now will be taken. And it seems to me
that the friends of peace in the Middle East should take great heart
from this and perhaps we'll even find some examples that could be
followed.

Thank you.

Q Mrs. Clinton said that peace in Ireland is an
article of faith. Is there going to be any kind of Clinton
celebration here this evening?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm celebrating right now, but we need
to let the Irish people have their say. That's going to be in a few
weeks.

Q Going to let these guys go to sleep?

THE PRESIDENT: Right now | want these guys to go to
sleep. | hope nothing serious happens to our country in the next
eight hours, because |'ve got a bunch of pickle brains in the NSC.

(Laughter.)

END 2:42 P.M. EDT
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Dear May:

I enjoyed your letter and appreciate the update on your recent trip.
Thanks for the St. Patrick’s Day gifts, Hillary, Chelsea, and I are
grateful for your continued kindness alid look forward to enjoying them.
We send our very best. (
Sincerely \ : .
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o] 04rp 14 Q o s
S J
U

A"n'-dre_w G. _'Goldg_r_l'ba_urﬁ
03/17/98 12:55:36 PM

/‘
Record Type: Record é//(/'v
To: R. Scott Michaud/WHO/EOP
cc:

Subject: May Cassidy BC.SIG

Please send the. M@ “’aﬁ’%@?‘é‘@{své back to me when you receive it. It's gone to typing so you

should get it today or tdmorrow. She is an Irish relative of the President and sent the First Family
some St. Patrick's Day items. We just read the transcript of the presentation of the shamrock
event with Prime Minister Ahern and the President mentions that he is wearing the tie and cuff links
Cassidy sent. Since it's a BC.SIG, | definately want to add that. Thanks.
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j; thousand good ways,

God bless you;
Through whatever dismays,
God bless you;

In sunshine and shower,
Each minute, each hour,
Through all of your days —

God bless you!
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Record Type: Record
To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: 1998-3-16 Shamrock presentation remarks

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 17, 1998

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT PRESENTATION OF SHAMROCK

The Roosevelt Room

10:45 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Please be seated,
everyone. This is a wonderful day for all of us here at the White
House. It's a great pleasure to welcome the Taoiseach here. Bertie
Ahern has given great leadership to the people of Ireland and to the
peace process. This is his first St. Patrick's Day here since
assuming office, and we're very grateful for his presence. We
welcome him.

And I'm going to turn the platform over to you. Thank
you.

PRIME MINISTER AHERN: Thank you very much, President
and Vice President. It's a great honor for me to be here, my first
opportunity as Taoiseach of the Irish people, to be at the White
House on St. Patrick's Day. I'm delighted to participate in this
wonderful ceremony and to present to you some shamrocks from the land
of your forebears.

The presentation of shamrock to the President of United
States is a very apt symbol of a very close and friendly relations
between our two countries. St. Patrick used the shamrock as a



religious symbol of unity and diversity, similar to the motto of the
United States - e pluribus unum. And it remains a potent, unifying
symbol which is embraced by both traditions on the island of Ireland.

The United States and lreland are countries which enjoy
long-established bonds stemming from our intertwined history. And as
you generously acknowledged, Mr President, Irish Americans
historically and still today have enriched Americans' way of life
with the values of their heritage -- love of family, faith, and hard
work, a devotion to community, and compassion for those in need.
They are things that we still live dear to. And for its part, the
United States has been a constant resource of inspiration and support
as Ireland has navigated its sometimes difficult history.

And that solidarity is as vital today as it was during
the Great Famine, which we've celebrated in the last few years, of
1845 to 1848, when the United States gave a new home and a new future
to hundreds of thousands of Irish men and women. And the ties
between our two countries, Mr. President, are now, of course,
copper-fastened by an extremely vibrant economic relationship. And
the flows of trade investment and tourism between lIreland and the
United States have reached unprecedented levels. U.S. investment has
made a crucial contribution to Ireland's current prosperity. And
equally as a very profitable location for investment, Ireland has
contributed to cooperate and to assist corporate wealth of many great
u.s.
companies.

Mr. President, I'm very conscious that the principle of
unity and diversity has been one of the major domestic team of your
presidency. The leadership that you have provided on this team has

been inspiring, not only within the United States, but also
internationally, where it has an immediate renaissance in places such
as Bosnia, and Middle East and, of course, in Northern Ireland.

And in Northern Ireland, your inspiring vision of peace,
based on the acceptance of diversity, has been matched by your
constant support for a process which has experienced its shares of
ups and downs. And you've been true to your promise made here a
number of years ago, that you would be a friend of Ireland not just
on St. Patrick's Day, but every day. And your act of support for the
process has not only been constant, but also impeccably fair and
balanced. And for that | want to thank you.

The encouragement, the access which you and your
administration have provided to all of the participants and that your
administration have provided for all of us has inspired us all in
good days and sustained us on bad ones. And perhaps the greatest
resource that you have given us is Senator George Mitchell, who in
his chairmanship of the talks so aptly represents the qualities of
goodwill, of wisdom, impartiality and tenacity, which the United
States has brought to the Irish peace process.



We're now entering, President, as we've spoken this
morning, a decisive period in the talks. The core issues have been
well and truly aired over the past months. As George has said
recently, we are now in the end game; success will require courage, a
willingness to compromise and, perhaps above all, a generous vision
which transcended partnership, focuses on the common interest of all
who are in the talks and all who share it.

Our task will be greatly assisted by the continued
support and encouragement which we know that we can count on from
you, Mr. President, and from Mrs. Clinton, from your administration
and from our friends on both sides of the aisle of Congress.

Mr. President, | want to thank you for everything you've
done. | want to thank you for all that you've contributed to the
cause of peace in Northern Ireland. And in presenting you with the
unifying symbol of shamrock, | wish you and your family a very happy
St. Patrick's Day. (Speaks in Gaelic.)

(The presentation is made.)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Taoiseach, and
thank you for the bowl of shamrocks . We will proudly
display it as a lasting symbol of our shared values and common
heritage.

I think | should say in the interest of full disclosure,
that my Cassidy relatives in Ireland sent me these cufflinks and this
tie to wear on this day, so that | would be properly attired for your
visit. (Laughter.)

Since last St. Patrick's Day, Ireland has chosen not
only a new Prime Minister, but also a new President -- Mary McAleese
of Belfast, the first Northerner to hold that office. We also share
Ireland’'s pride in the fact that President McAleese's predecessor,
our good friend, Mary Robinson, now serves as United Nations Human
Rights Commissioner.

| also want to acknowledge the announcement by a great
friend of Ireland and great Ambassador, Jean Kennedy Smith, that she
intends to leave-Dublin this summer . We thank you for
your dedicated principled service to our country. {(Applause.)

Mr. Prime Minister, our cultures have enriched one
another time and again as impassioned voices called back and forth
across the Atlantic. Just as generations of American writers have
been inspired by Yeats, Joyce and Beckett, the great Irish musician,
Van Morrison, sings of growing up in Belfast, reading Jack Keroac
while a distant radio signal played Louis Armstrong, Sidney Bechet
and Hank Williams.

Last year an Irish American, a retired high school
teacher named Frank McCourt, won our Pulitzer Prize for his
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remarkable Angela's Ashes, a memoir of growing up poor in Limerick
and New York City in the 1930s and '40s. This writing pulls no
punches -- a fact admirers and critics in both  or our countries
have been quick to note. But his Limerick and his Ireland have
changed. We are delighted that Ireland has enjoyed the best run of
economic growth in the developed world during this decade, just as
America continues to profit from the labors of your sons and
daughters.

This is a holiday, a day for laughter and celebration.
But let me say something about which we are all very serious.
Northern Ireland now has an unparalleled opportunity for a just and
lasting peace. The Taoiseach and his government and Tony Blair and
the British government have gone the extra mile to create an
atmosphere in which negotiations can succeed. George Mitchell has
been a very distinguished Chairman of the peace talks, and we thank
you for your comments, Taoiseach.

During these St. Patrick’'s Day events, | will speak with
the party leaders who have come here to Washington. | will tell all
of them on all sides the same thing. | will say it as clearly and
emphatically as | possibly can: This is the chance of a lifetime for
peace in Ireland. You must get it done. You must do it for
yourselves and your children. It is too late for those who have
already been killed by the sectarian violence of the last three
decades. But you can do it, and you must, now.

To get an agreement there must be compromise. No party
can achieve all its objectives. The party leaders must lead, and
leading means looking forward. And it means being strong enough to
make principled compromise. Concessions that today might seem hard
to accept will seem so much less important in the light of an accord
that brings hope and peace and an end to violence. No one will be
the {oser if agreement is reached. Everyone will benefit from a
chance to build a peaceful future. The parties must look at the
larger picture, to the ultimate goal -- a Northern Ireland for all,
free of cowardly acts of violence, free of the division and despair
that have robbed too many children of their futures for too long.

Mr. Prime Minister, today you ask me to stay personally
involved in the peace process. | will do everything | can. The
United States will continue to stand firmly against extremists on
both sides who want to use violence to thwart a peaceful, just
solution that the vast majority of the people in Ireland, whom | was
privileged to see in late 1995, clearly still want.

As they negotiate, the parties, too, must continue to
demonstrate by words and deeds that they reject violence. They must
do everything possible to prevent further bloodshed.

Here on the edge of the 21st century there is a growing
global community of people committed to peace, to democracy, to
social justice; to putting the divisions of the past of religion and
race, of ethnicity and tribe, behind them. From Guatemala to



Mozambique, even now to Bosnia, the unceasing desire of people for a
peaceful, decent life is overcoming the forces of hate and bigotry

and violence. Ireland, its leaders and its peacekeeping forces have
helped to contribute to the progress of this peace all around the

world. There has not been a day in the last four decades when an
Irish peacekeeper has not been somewhere on duty as a sentinel for
peace in a distant part of the world.

Now all the people on the island of Ireland can be
sentinels for peace, if only their leaders will make the principled
agreements necessary to give them that chance.

Again, let me say, the days | spent in Ireland in 1995
are perhaps the most memorable days of my life. As we rejoice today
in the spirit of St. Patrick, the heritage of Irish and Irish
American people, let us remember what the spirit of St. Patrick was,
and how he became the first and only person ever to bring
Christianity to a distant, alien place without the sword. And let us
bring a future to Ireland worthy of that great achievement of St.
Patrick.

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.}

END 11:00 A.M. EST
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February 20, 1998

Dear May:

It was good to hear from you again.
I'm glad everyone is doing well.

Thanks so much for the vase, tankard,
earrings, books, and pen. We also loved
the beautiful flowers.

As always, your prayers, words of
encouragement, and generosity mean
a lot to us. Please pass along our
best wishes.

Sincerely,

BC.SIG per Quorum
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bear May:

Thank you for so thoughtfully remembering my
birthday. It was a pleasure to receive the

books and the beautiful pin, and I‘m grateful for
your continued kindness. I also appreciated the
updates on Ireland and the additional information
on the Cassidy family.

You were kind to include the book for Hillary as
well, and she joins me in sending best wishes.

Sincerely,
AP per Quorum

Clinton Library Photocopy
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July 15, 1997

oot

Dear May:

Thank you so much for the CDs, the bookmarks,
the scarves, and the wool sweater. Hillary,
Chelsea, and I always appreciate receiving your
wonderful mementos from Ireland, and we value

your enduring kindness and support. You have
our warmest wishes.

Sincerely,

BC.SIG per Quorum
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March 26, 1997

Ms. May Casgidy

[}DCY}i}

Dear May:

Thanks for the books, placemats, pins, sculpture,
stuffed toy, and shamrocks. Hillary, Chelsea,
and I were glad to receive these wonderful

St. Patrick’s Day mementos, and we deeply
appreciate your continued kindness.

It was nice to hear from you. We hope you are
well and send our best wishes.

Sincerely,

BC.SIG per Quorum
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January 6, 1997

Dear May:

Thank you for the engraved cuff links, Irish
porcelain, sculpture, and stuffed toy. It
was kind of you to remember Hillary, Chelsea,
and me during the holidays.

Thanks, too, for the update on your father's
health. Hillary and I are keeping him in our
thoughts and prayers. Please share our best
wishes for a peaceful and prosperous New Year
with the whole Cassidy family.

Sincerely,

BC.SIG per Quorum

Clinton Library Photocopy
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November 13, 1996

PERSONAL

Dear May:

Thank you very much for sending the gloves, hat,
and decorative plate. Hillary and I are touched
by your continued thoughtfulness.

Thanks, too, for the copies of your poetry. We
are pleased you chose to share it with us, and
we hope you will extend our warm regards to all
of the members of the Cassidy family.
Sincerely,

BC.SIG per Quorum

Clinton Library Photocopy
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May 9, 1996

PERSONAL

/ Cassidy

[ ol 2

Dear May:

Thank you for the woolens, the china, the
history of the Cassidy name, and other fine
gifts. You are so kind to remember us with
such generosity. Hillary and I were delighted
to hear from you, and we hope you will pass

along our best wishes to the entire Cassidy
family.

Sincerely,

BC.SIG per Quorum

Clinton Library Photocopy
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March 5, 1996

Ms. May Cassidyw_

¥

{o\'ﬁ:\

Dear May:

Thanks so much for the videocassette,
photograph, framed painting, and St. Patrick’s
Day ribbon. They bring back fond memories of
our gathering in Dublin, and Hillary and I are
glad to have them. We both send our best
wishes.

Sincerely,
AP per Quorum

BC/NAM/JRS/jfc (Corres. #2710381)
(2.cagsidy.m)

cc: WH Gifts

Clinton Library Photocopy
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