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ORIG: AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO: RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 8701 

INFO: RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY LONDON 8188 
RUEHDL/AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 5925 

SUBJ: NORTHEVN IRELAND POLICE AUTHORITY PUBLISHES REPORT 

TEXT: 

ON FUTURE ROLE OF POLICING. 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BELFAST 0103 

NSC FOR SODERBERG/PETERS 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PHUM, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: NORTHEVN IRELAND POLICE AUTHORITY PUBLISHES REPORT 
ON FUTURE ROLE OF POLICING. 

1. SUMMARY: ON JANUARY 4, 1995, THE POLICE 

AUTHORITY FOR NORTHERN IRELAND, UNDER ITS THEN 
CHAIRMAN DAVID COOK, ANNOUNCED A COMPREHENSIVE 
CONSULTATION OF COMMUNITY OPINION ON POLICING 
AND THE POLICE. THE CONSULTATION WAS TO BE 
CONDUCTED IN PURSUIT OF THE AUTHORITY'S STATUTORY 
DUTY TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR OBTAINING THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC'S VIEW ON POLICING. THE REPORT rs 
NOW COMPLETE AND HAS BEEN FORMALLY PRKSENTED TO 
THE CHIEF CONSTABLE AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR NORTHERN IRELAND. END SUMMARY. 

2. CONCERNS ABOUT CRIME: 

BASED ON THE REPORT'S FINDINGS, THE POLICE 
AUTHORITY CONCLUDED THAT THE PRINCIPAL CONCERN 
WAS ABOUT CRIME. SPECIFICALLY, COMMUNITY 
ANXIETIES ABOUT DRUG ABUSE, FOOT PATROLS AND 
COMMUNITY SAFETY. THE AUTHORITY SUGGESTED THE 
CHIEF CONSTABLE ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY MORE IN 
TACKLING CRIME AND ENCOURAGE THE SECRETARY OF 
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STATE TO INTRODUCE A POLICE OBJECTIVE SETTING 
PROCESS AS EXISTS IN ENGLAND AND WALES WHERE THE 
COMMUNITIES THERE ARE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN 
DETERMINING POLICE PRIORITIES. THE REPORT 
CONCLUDED THERE WAS A BROAD MEASURE OF SUPPORT 
FOR THE RUC AND A HIGH LEVEL OF SATISFACTION WITH 
THE WAY THEY DEAL WITH THE PUBLIC. WHAT PEOPLE 
WANTED WAS A POLICE SERVICE WHICH WAS FAIR, 
IMPARTIAL AND EFFECTIVE. 

3. NAME, UNIFORM AND BADGE: 

THE REPORT RECOGNIZED THAT THESE WERE 
CONTENTIOUS ISSUES AND RECOMMENDED THAT, WHILE 
THE NAME SHOULD BE LEFT UNCHANGED, THE SUFFIX 
"NORTHERN IRELAND'S POLICE SERVICE" SHOULD BE 
ADDED IN PRINTED REFERENCE TO THE FORCE. THE 
UNIFORM AND INSIGNIA OF THE HARP AND CROWN SHOULD 
ALSO BE LEFT UNCHANGED. 

4. UNION FLAG: 

IN GENERAL, PUBLIC OPINION FAVORED THE UNION FLAG 
BEING FLOWN AT POLICE STATIONS. HOWEVER 
CATHOLICS WOULD PREFER IT TO BE FLOWN AT 
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS ONLY. FURTHER 
CONSULTATION ON THE ISSUE OF THE FLAG IS TO BE 
CARRIED OUT. 

5. OATH OF OFFICE: 

THE REPORT NOTED THAT THE OATH SWORN BY RUC 
OFFICERS IS NOT AN "OATH OF ALLEGIANCE." IT IS MORE 
PROPERLY AN "OATH OF OFFICE." IT PROPOSES TO 
CONSULT WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE WITH A VIEW 
TO REVISING THE WORDING. 

6. RELIGIOUS COMPOSITION: 

SOME OF THOSE WHO WROTE SUBMISSIONS AGREED THAT 
THE FORCE SHOULD HAVE A HIGHER PROPORTION OF 
CATHOLICS THAN AT PRESENT. PUBLIC OPINION ALSO 
SHOWED WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR MORE FEMALE 
OFFICERS. THE REPORT RECOMMENDED THE SETTING UP 
OF A WORKING PARTY TO CONSIDER HOW BEST TO 
TACKLE THESE ISSUES. 

7. COMMUNITY POLICING: 

ON THE ISSUE OF COMMUNITY POLICING, THE REPORT 
BELIEVED THAT COMMUNITY POLICING, INTER-AGENCY 
CO-OPERATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS ALL HAVE AN IMPORTANT PART TO PLAY IN 
BUILDING POLICE EFFECTIVENESS AND DEVELOPING 
CLOSER RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE PUBLIC AND THE 
POLICE. THE AUTHORITY SAID IT WOULD CONTINUE ITS 
RESEARCH ON THESE ISSUES AND PASS ON THEIR 
CONCLUSIONS TO THE CHIEF CONSTABLE. THE REPORT 

Page 2 of 5 



F:\Cable\Data Source\Cables\CDO l 8\APR96\MSGS\M2 l 74216.html 

SAID THERE WAS EVIDENCE OF PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR A 
BT 
#0103 

NNNN 
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 03 BELFAST 0103 

NSC FOR SODERBERG/PETERS 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PHUM, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND POLICE AUTHORITY PUBLISHES REPORT 
ON FUTURE ROLE OF POLICING. 

SEPARATION OF LOCAL POLICING, AND MAJOR CRIME. 

THE AUTHORITY SAID IT WOULD BE INTERESTED TO HEAR 
THE RUC'S CONCLUSIONS ON THIS ISSUE. 

8. MATTERS UNDER REVIEW: 
THE REPORT IDENTIFIED A NUMBER OF AREAS WHICH 
ALTHOUGH MENTIONED, WERE ALREADY UNDER REVIEW. 

THEY ARE: 
TRAINING -- THE AUTHORITY PROPOSES TO EXAMINE THE 
CONTENT OF EXISTING TRAINING AND TO WORK WITH THE 
RUC TO ENSURE THE BEST POSSIBLE TRAINING FACILITIES 
ARE PROVIDED. 

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS -- THE AUTHORITY 
COMMENDED THE RUC FOR THEIR HELPFULNESS, 
COURTESY AND FAIRNESS. THEY WILL CONTINUE TO 
ENCOURAGE FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS IN PUBLIC 
SATISFACTION. 

COMPLAINTS -- THE AUTHORITY SAID IT WOULD CO­
OPERATE FULLY WITH THE CURRENT REVIEW OF THE 
POLICE-COMPLAINTS SYSTEM. 

ACCOUNTABILITY THE AUTHORITY SUPPORTED THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A SYSTEM OF ANNUAL COSTING 
POLICING PLANS AND LOOKED FORWARD TO THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE'S PROPOSAL FOR REFORMING THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT, THE POLICE 
AUTHORITY, AND THE RUC. 

PARADES AND DEMONSTRATIONS -- THE REPORT SAID THE 
POLICE AUTHORITY RECOGNIZED THE BURDEN PLACED ON 
THE RUC IN DEALING WITH DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
PARADES. IT SAID IT WOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE 
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RUC IN THIS DIFFICULT AREA OF PUBLIC DISORDER. 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE IRISH POLICE SERVICE -- THE 
AUTHORITY NOTED THE HIGH LEVEL OF PUBLIC SUPPORT 
FOR THE CONTINUATION OF CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE 
RUC AND THE GARDA SIOCHANA. 

EMERGENCY LEGISLATION AND ARMING THE POLICE 
THE POLICE AUTHORITY SAID IT LOOKED FORWARD TO 
THE DAY WHEN NO SUCH LEGISLATION WOULD BE 
REQUIRED. IT ALSO RECOGNIZED THAT THE DECISION AS 
TO WHETHER POLICE OFFICERS SHOULD BEAR ARMS WAS 
AN OPERATIONAL ONE AND WAS FOR THE CHIEF 
CONSTABLE TO DETERMINE. 

9. FINDINGS AND RESULTS: 

2,682 RESPONDENTS WERE INTERVIEWED IN THE SURVEY. 
THE RESULTS WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

91 PER CENT WANTED TO SEE AN INCREASE IN ANTI-DRUGS 
POLICING. 
84 PER CENT WHO WANTED MORE ACTION IN THE AREA OF 
CRIME PREVENTION. 
77 PER CENT SAID THE POLICE WERE POLITE AND HELPFUL. 
66 PER CENT SAID THE POLICE DEALT FAIRLY WITH 
EVERYONE. 

OVERALL, THOSE WANTING THE NAME OF THE RUC TO 
REMAIN UNCHANGED OUTNUMBERED THOSE SEEKING 
CHANGE BY 3 TO 1. HOWEVER, THE PROTESTANT 
COMMUNITY WAS FIRMLY OPPOSED TO ANY CHANGE 
WHILE THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY WAS SLIGHTLY IN 
FAVOR (49 PER CENT IN FAVOR, AND 45 OPPOSED). 
54 PER CENT OF RESPONDENTS WERE IN FAVOR OF NO 
CHANGE TO THE RUC, 29 PER CENT SAID IT SHOULD BE 
REFORMED AND 14 PER CENT SAID IT SHOULD BE 
REPLACED WITH A NEW FORCE. LESS THAN 1 PER CENT 
WANTED THE FORCE DISBANDED. 

92 PER CENT SAID THE FORCE SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE 
ARMED, AT XKO#TO SEE MORE FEMALE OFFICERS. 
75 PER CENT THOUGHT POLICE TRAINING COULD BE 
IMPROVED AND 30 PER CENT THOUGHT THE POLICE 
BT 
#0103 

NNNN 
UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 03 BELFAST 0103 

NSC FOR SODERBERG/PETERS 
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SECT: 

SSN: 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PHUM, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND POLICE AUTHORITY PUBLISHES REPORT 
ON FUTURE ROLE OF POLICING. 

SHOULD IMPROVE THEIR PUBLIC CONTACT SKILLS. 

STEPHENS 
BT 
#0103 

NNNN 
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