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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

_..,. 
1t-~-~89S 

CJ.anit(d ~tatni ~rnatc 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6225 

February 19, 1998 

The status of the multi-party peace talks in Northern Ireland is clearly at a critical 
stage. As a condition for participating in the talks, each political party was required to 
commit to exclusively peaceful methods, but since the murder of Protestant paramilitary 
leader Billy Wright on this past December 27, six weeks of revenge killings resulted in the 
death of 12 people in Northern Ireland on both sides of the conflict. 

I am confident that you agree that maintaining the integrity of the talks process 
requires equitable treatment of the political parties associated with the terrorist organizations 
responsible for these murders. 

On January 23, the Ulster Freedom Fighters, a Protestant paramilitary organization, 
implied that it was responsible for the murders of at least three Catholics as part of a 
'military' response to the Wright killing. In response to this information, the British and 
Irish governments properly expelled the Ulster Democratic Party -- which has links with the 
UFF -- from the talks on January 26. 

Mr. President, the British and Irish governments are now faced with a similar 
situation -- except this time it is the Irish Republican Army that again has been engaging in 
terrorist tactics. The Northern Ireland Secretary, Mo Mowlam, has unequivocal evidence 
that the IRA authorized and committed two recent murders in Northern Ireland. Now the 
IRA's political wing, Sinn Fein, is irate at the possibility of being excluded from the talks 
process and is seeking legal mechanisms to prevent such a scenario from taking place. 
Clearly, the matter of Sinn Fein participation in the multi-party talks is one for the British 
and Irish governments to decide. However, should Sinn Fein be expelled from the talks as a 
result of the actions of the IRA, as was the case with the Ulster Democratic Party, I would 
hope that you will definitively support their expulsion. 

I emphasize that the British and Irish governments made it clear that in the case of the 
Ulster Democratic Party, the exclusion was not permanent -- that "if over a period of weeks 
a complete, unequivocal and unqualified UFF cease-fire were demonstrated and established in 
word and deed to have been fully and continuously observed", they would bring the Ulster 
Democrats back into the talks. I am of course aware of the ramifications of expelling Sinn 
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Fein from the talks process. However, to treat one party differently from all others would 
be far more damaging to prospects for a lasting solution to the conflict. 

Additionally, you will recall my disappointment last fall at the failure of your 
Administration to designate both the IRA and Sinn Fein as foreign terrorist organizations 
pursuant to the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996. _ 

The most recent killings, ordered at the highest levels of the IRA, make clear that the 
IRA's commitment to a cease-fire is scarcely "genuine in word and deed". In response to 
my October 20 letter, you indicated to me that any resumption of violence by the IRA would 
directly impact Secretary Albright's review of the IRA. The time has obviously come to 
designate immediately the IRA and Sinn Fein as foreign terrorist organizations with all 
measures to be taken to tenninate their operations. 

Sincerely, 

JESSE HELMS 
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