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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

/~~ :37/ J~752 
Wot/ 

May 13 , 1 9 9 6 9 6 NAY 13 P 7 : ~ 9 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY ~~ 
JOHN HILLEY / f'( 

SUBJECT: Letters to Representatives Gilman et al. 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter signed by Representative Gilman and 
seventy other colleagues. 

Background 

Representative Gilman et al. wrote to you regarding the Northern 
Ireland peace process. In your response, you assure the 
Representatives that your Administration will remain in close 
touch with the two governments and all parties as they move 
forward to achieve a lasting peace. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letters at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letters to Representatives Gilman et al. 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 15, 1996 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland 
peace process. Since you wrote, all of us have 
been dismayed and outraged by the IRA bombings in 
London. I have condemned these cowardly acts in 
the strongest terms. The cease-fire must be 
restored. 

I have been heartened, however, by the refusal of 
the British and Irish Governments, the parties and 
most of all the people of Northern Ireland to 
allow the violence to derail their search for 
peace. On February 28, Prime Ministers Major and 
Bruton announced a clear path to substantive, all
party talks starting June 10. For Sinn Fein to 
participate, the cease-fire must first be 
restored. The setting of that date is a watershed 
for the peace process; it is what we have all been 
working for. On March 21, the British government 
announced an elective process that will lead 
directly to substantive negotiations on the future 
of Northern Ireland. 

We will do all we can to help create and nurture 
the climate for peace to take hold in Northern 
Ireland, including continued support for economic 
and commercial initiatives aimed at creating jobs. 
I appreciate hearing from you on this issue, which 
is so important to all of us. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4;29 { 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 9600752 

REFERRAL DATE: 15 MAY 96 

MEMORANDUM FOR: WH STRIPPING DESK 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: GILMAN, BENJAMIN A 

SOURCE: PRESIDENT 

DATE: 15 MAY 96 

SUBJ: PRES RESPONSE RE NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE PROCESS 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR DISPATCH 

DUEDATE: 16 MAY 96 

COMMENT: 

JOHN W. FICKLIN 

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE 



Tile Honorable Neil Abercrombie 
House of Representatives 
1233 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3704 

The Honorable Anthony C. Beilenson 
House of Representatives 
2465 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0524 

The Honorable Michael N. Castle 
House of Representatives 
1207 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0535 

The Honorable Cardiss Collins 
House of Representatives 
2308 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1307 

The Honorable Pat Danner 
House of Representatives 
1323 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2101 

The Honorable Lloyd Doggett 
House of Representatives 
126 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4313 

The Honorable E 'Kika' de la Garza 
House of Representatives 
1401 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4315 

The Honorable Mark Foley 
House of Representatives 
506 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1316 

The Honorable Cass Ballenger 
House of Representatives 
2238 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. D.C. 20515-3310 

The Honorable Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
1632 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1002 

The Honorable William 'Bill' Clay 
House of Representatives 
2306 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2501 

The Honorable Jerry F. Costello 
House of Representatives 
2454 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2508 

The Honorable Thomas M. Davis, III 
House of Representatives 
415 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1403 

The Honorable Robert K. Doman 
House of Representatives 
1201 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo 
House of Representatives 
308 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1502 

The Honorable Jon D. Fox 
House of Representatives 
510 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0913 

The Honorable Joe Barton 
House of Representativ~s 
2264 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. D.C. 20515-3503 

The Honorable Corrine Brmm 
House of Representatives 
1610 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 20515-2002 

The Honorable Barbara-Rose Collins 
House of Representatives 
401 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3309 

The Honorable William J. Coyne 
House of Representatives 
2455 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3814 

The Honorable Tom DeLay 
Majority Whip 
House of Representatives 
203 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3207 

The Honorable David Dreier 
House of Representatives 
411 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0528 

The Honorable Sam Farr 
House of Representatives 
1117 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1201 

The Honorable Barney Frank 
House of Representatives 
2210 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3820 



The Honorable Martin Frost 
House of Representatives 
2459 Rayburn House' Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4324 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
House of Representatives 
2449 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4309 

The Honorable Maurice D. Hinchey 
House of Representatives 
1524 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0504 

The Honorable Henry J. Hyde 
House of Representatives 
2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1306 

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly 
House of Representatives 
1037 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0903 

The Honorable Barbara B. Kennelly 
House of Representatives 
201 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0701 

The Honorable Tom Lantos 
House of Representatives 
2217 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1402 

The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
House of Representatives 
2133 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2107 

The Honorable Sam Gejdenson 
House of Representatives 
2416 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0702 

The Honorable Bart Gordon 
House of Representatives 
2201 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0526 

The Honorable Stephen Hom 
House of Representatives 
129 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2507 

The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee 
House of Representatives 
1520 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4701 

The Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy II 
House of Representatives 
2242 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4801 

The Honorable Dale E. Kildee 
House of Representatives 
2187 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1409 

The Honorable Greg Laughlin 
House of Representatives 
442 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3601 

The Honorable John M. McHugh 
House of Representatives 
416 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3224 

The Honorable Wayne T. Gilchrest 
House of Representatives 
332 Cannon H@use Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0906 

The Honorable Porter J. Goss 
House of Representatives 
I 08 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3702 

The Honorable Arno Houghton 
House of Representatives 
1110 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3231 

The Honorable William J. Jefferson 
House of Representatives 
240 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0508 

The Honorable Patrick J. Kennedy 
House of Representatives 
1505 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514 

The Honorable Peter T. King 
House of Representatives 
224 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2901 

The Honorable John Lewis 
House of Representatives 
229 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-320 l 

The Honorable Cynthia A. McKinney 
House of Representatives 
124 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1011 



The Honorable Martin T. Meehan 
House of Representatives 
318 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-340 I 

The Honorable Patsy T. Mink 
House of Representatives 
213 5 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1102 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal 
House of Representatives 
2431 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2801 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
House of Representatives 
2457 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2601 

The Honorable Jim Saxton 
House of Representatives 
3 3 9 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4207 

The Honorable Louis Stokes 
House of Representatives 
2365 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3511 

The Honorable Jerry Weller 
House of Representatives 
I 710 Longworth House Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0530 

The Honorable Carrie P. Meek 
House of Representatives 
404 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0917 

The Honorable John Joseph Moakley 
House of Representatives 
235 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2109 

The Honorable John W. Olver 
House of Representatives 
1027 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0545 

The Honorable Glenn Poshard 
House of Representatives 
2334 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2505 

The Honorable Ike Skelton 
House of Representatives 
2227 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2504 

The Honorable Robert G. Torricelli 
House of Representatives 
1026 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1310 

The Honorable Pat Williams 
House of Representatives 
2329 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3602 

The Honorable -John L. Mica 
House of Representatives 
336 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3216 

The Honorable James P. Moran 
House of Representatives 
405 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0305 

The Honorable Donald M. Payne 
House of Representatives 
2244 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3005 

The Honorable Marge Roukema 
House of Representatives 
2469 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3305 

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith 
House of Representatives 
2370 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3810 

The Honorable Maxine Waters 
House of Representatives 
330 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0914 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Neil: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland 
peace process. Since you wrote, all of us have 
been dismayed and outraged by the IRA bombings in 
London. I have condemned these cowardly acts in 
the strongest terms. The cease-fire must be 
restored. 

I have been heartened, however, by the refusal of 
the British and Irish Governments, the parties and 
most of all the people of Northern Ireland to 
allow the violence to derail their search for 
peace. On February 28, Prime Ministers Major and 
Bruton announced. a clear path to substantive, all
party talks starting June 10. For Sinn Fein to 
participate, the cease-fire must first be 
restored. The setting of that date is a watershed 
for the peace process; it is what we have all been 
working for. On March 21, the British government 
announced an elective process that will lead 
directly to substantive negotiations on the future 
of Northern Ireland. 

We will do all we can to help create and nurture 
the climate for peace to take hold in Northern 
Ireland, including continued support for economic 
and commercial initiatives aimed at creating jobs. 
I appreciate hearing from you on this issue, which 
is so important to all of us. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3704 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland 
peace process. Since you wrote, all of us have 
been dismayed and outraged by the IRA bombings in 
London. I have condemned these cowardly acts in 
the strongest terms. The cease-fire must be 
restored. 

I have been heartened, however, by the refusal of 
the British and Irish Governments, the parties and 
most of all the people of Northern Ireland to 
allow the violence to derail their search for 
peace. On February 28, Prime Ministers Major and 
Bruton announced a clear path to substantive, all
party talks starting June 10. For Sinn Fein to 
participate, the cease-fire must first be 
restored. The setting of that date is a watershed 
for the peace process; it is what we have all been 
working for. On March 21, the British government 
announced an elective process that will lead 
directly to substantive negotiations on the future 
of Northern Ireland. 

We will do all we can to help create and nurture 
the climate for peace to take hold in Northern 
Ireland, including continued support for economic 
and commercial initiatives aimed at creating jobs. 
I appreciate hearing from you on this issue, which 
is so important to all of us. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4309 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Congrrss of tfJt Wnittb ~tatts 
liRasbington. me 20515 

February 1, 1996 

We are writing to urge you to relay to John Major that all-party talks must commence 
immediately, as recommended by the Mitchell Commission. As you know, the Mitchell 
Commission was established by both the Irish and the British governments and given the task 
of assessing the decommissioning issue from an independent and unbiased perspective. 

The Mitchell Commission has filed its report, but because the British government 
disagrees with the Commission's conclusions, it is further delaying the dialogue for peace by 
throwing out a new precondition for talks. This is completely unacceptable. 

As you recall, Prime Minister John Major made a commitment last November to start 
all party talks at the end of February. It is crucial to the peace process that talks begin as 
planned. We respectfully request that you remind the Prime Minister of his commitment in 
the strongest possible terms before the peace process is derailed. 
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OK FOR SIGNATURE PER ' TODD STERN 

RETURN ALL LE'tTER.(S) AND ORIGINAL MEMO(S) TO STERN'S 
OFFICE. 
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