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SUBJ: 

TEXT: 

AMBASSADOR MEETS WITH IRISH POLICE - GARDAI VIEW 
ON CURRENT PIRA/SINN FEIN ACTIVITY. 

UNCLAS DUBLIN 006386 

DEPT FOR DS/DSS/OP/EUR, DS/DSS/ITA, DSS/ICI/PII 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: ASEC, PTER, PINS, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR MEETS WITH IRISH POLICE - GARDAI VIEW 

ON CURRENT PIRA/SINN FEIN ACTIVITY. 

1. ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, AMBASSADOR SMITH MET WITH 
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND POLICE (GARDA SIOCHANA) OFFICIALS TO 
DISCUSS PIRA TERRORIST/CRIMINAL ACTIVITY IN LIGHT OF THE 
CURRENT 12 WEEK OLD CEASE FIRE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. THE 
POLICE OFFICIALS WERE; ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER NOEL CONROY; 
CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT MICHAEL DIFFILY; DETECTIVE 
SUPERINTENDENT JOE EGAN; AND MR. PAUL HICKEY FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

2- THE FOLLOWING TOPICS WERE DISCUSSED: 

- CURRENTLY, THE PEACE PROCESS IS HOLDING. PIRA/SINN FEIN 
ARE HOLDING TO THEIR COMMITMENT FOR PEACE AND THE 
PROSPECTS LOOK GOOD" 

- THE PACE OF THE PEACE PROCESS IS CONTINUING WITH ALL 
SIDES ACTIVELY COMMUNICATING WITH EACH OTHER. HOWEVER 
THERE IS A SPLINTER GROUP, THE PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN, 
CONSISTING OF 50 TO 60 MEMBERS (AVERAGE AGE 50) WHO ARE 
OPPOSED TO ANY PEACE IN IRELAND. 
THE GARDA DO NOT CONSIDER THEM A REAL THREAT AT THIS TIME 
BUT TO INSURE PEACE, THIS GROUP IS CLOSELY BEING WATCHED. 

- REPORTS OF HARASSMENT BY THE RUC ARE OVERBLOWN. EVERY 
TIME A RUC STOPS A PIRA MEMBER IN THE COURSE OF OFFICIAL 
POLICE DUTIES, THE POLICE ARE ACCUSED OF HARASSMENT. THE 
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POLICE ARE WATCHING PIRA MEMBERS CLOSELY AND PERFORMING 
THEIR JOBS AS POLICE OFFICERS, A JOB THAT HAS NOT BEEN 
DONE FOR YEARS DUE TO THE TERRORIST VIOLENCE. THE POLICE 
ARE CONTENT THAT PIRA AS AN ORGANIZATION, STILL EXISTS, 
SINCE THE LEADERSHIP FOR THE MOST PART IS ABLE TO CONTROL 
ITS MEMBERS. IF PIRA IS DISBANDED, LAW 
!NFORCEMENT/INTELLIGENCE WOULD LOSE CONTROL AND CONTACT 
WITH THESE MEMBERS AND BE OVERLY BURDENED WITH ADDITIONAL 
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY" 

- GARDAI HAVE A REPUBLIC OF IRELAND PROGRAM WITH SINN FEIN 
TO DISCUSS REPORTS OF POLICE HARASSMENT- AN OPEN CHANNEL 
OF COMMUNICATION EXISTS. 

- GARDAI BELIEVE THAT IF THE CURRENT PIRA/SINN FEIN 
STRUCTURE REMAINS INTACT,THERE WILL NOT BE A NOTICEABLE 
INCREASE IN CRIME. HOWEVER, IF THE ORGANIZATION DISBANDS, 
THERE MAY BE A SLIGHT INCREASE IN CRIMINAL ACTIVITY BY THE 
YOUNG, UNEMPLOYED MEMBERS OF PIRA. THIS TOPIC HAS TO BE 
REVIEWED IN THE CONTEXT OF ALL 26 COUNTIES AND WILL BE 
LOOKED AT MORE EXTENSIVELY AS THE PEACE PROCESS CONTINUES. 

- THERE IS LITTLE INFORMATION ON THE TRANSPORT OF WEAPONS 
INTO THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND. CURRENT FINDINGS OF WEAPONS 
CACHES REVEAL THAT THEY ARE NOT BEING SERVICED. MANY 
WEAPONS HAVE BEEN FOUND RUSTED. IN ALL, ESTIMATES OF 1500 
WEAPONS ARE CURRENTLY IN THE HANDS OF PIRA. THE POLICE 
POINTED OUT THAT WEAPONS CACHES HAVE BEEN FOUND WHICH DATE 
BACK TO THE 20'S. PEOPLE HAVE GONE TO THEIR GRAVES HAVING 
THE ONLY KNOWLEDGE OF THE LOCATIONS OF PIRA WEAPONS 
STORES- THIS WILL CONTINUE. THE POLICE BELIEVE THAT 
WEAPONS WILL NOT BE TURNED IN BECAUSE THERE ARE CURRENTLY 
OVER 600 WEAPONS THAT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN PAST 
CRIMINAL/TERRORIST ACTIVITY, BALLISTIC EVIDENCE RECOVERED 
FROM PAST CRIMINAL/TERRORIST INCIDENTS WILL SURELY BE USED 
TO IDENTIFY THESE WEAPONS IF THEY ARE TURNED IN AS PART OF 
A WEAPONS TRANSFER-

- THE POLICE FEEL THAT THE RETURN OF ARMS IS NOT ESSENTIAL 
TO THE PEACE PROCESS. IF ALL THE CURRENT ARMS ARE 
SURRENDERED, NEW WEAPONS COULD EASILY BE PROCURED, SO 
THEREFORE WHY IS IT MANDATORY THAT THE WEAPONS BE TURNED 
IN? IN THEIR VIEW, THIS QUESTION IS PART OF A WIDER 
AGENDA AND MUST BE ADDRESSED IN STAGES. IF THIS WEAPONS 
ISSUE IS A STICKING POINT, IT COULD HOLD UP THE WHOLE 
PEACE PROCESS. 

- THE LOYALIST ALSO HAVE WEAPONS. THE USE OF THOSE 
WEAPONS WILL BE DICTATED BY THE ADHERENCE TO THE ORDERS OF 
THE CURRENT POWER STRUCTURE WITHIN THOSE GROUPS. 
DISCIPLINE WILL DICTATE THE THREAT. THE POLICE VIEW TH 
AT 
THE LOYALIST THREAT TO THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND rs LIMITED. 

SMITH 
BT 
#6386 
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RUEHDL/AMEMBASSY DUBLIN IMMEDIATE 5470 
RUEHED/AMCONSUL EDINBURGH IMMEDIATE 3031 

SUBJ: SINN FEIN DELEGATION MEETS BRITISH GOVERNMENT 

TEXT: 

OFFICIALS 

UNCLAS BELFAST 0582 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: SINN FEIN DELEGATION MEETS BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS 

1. A FIVE-STRONG SINN FEIN DELEGATION MET WITH BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AT STORMONT PARLIAMENT BUILDING ON 
DECEMBER 9. THE DELGATES, LED BY DERRY REPUBLICAN MARTIN 
MCGUINNESS, ALSO INCLUDED SLIGO COUNCILLOR SEAN MCMANUS, PARTY 
GENERAL SECRETARY LUCILITA BREATHNACH, SIOBHAN OHANLON, AND 
GERRY KELLY. (THE LATTER WAS JAILED FOR LIFE FOR A 1973 IRA 
BOMBING IN ENGLAND.) ON HIS WAY INTO THE BUILDING, MARTIN 
MCGUINNESS SPOKE BRIEFLY TO REPORTERS AND SAID THAT SINN FEIN 
WOULD APPROACH THE TALKS IN A ''POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE" 
FASHION. THERE WAS NO OFFICIAL GREETING FOR THE DELEGATION; 
THEY REPORTEDLY WALKED THROUGH A SIDE DOOR TO PARLIAMENT 
BUILDINGS WHERE THE MEETING WAS TO TAKE PLACE. 

2. SINN FEIN SUBMITTED SIX DEMANDS IN A FIVE PAGE DOCUMENT 
READ OUT TO HMG OFFICIALS AT THE TALKS. THE DOCUMENT CALLED 
FOR AN END TO BRITISH MILITARY OPERATIONS; SPEEDY RELEASE OF 
ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS; A SETTLEMENT BASED ON THE FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHT OF THE IRISH PEOPLE TO SELF-DETERMINATION; TREATMENT OF 
SINN FEIN THE SAME AS ALL OTHER PARTIES; RECOGNITION OF THE 
MANDATE OF SINN FEIN VOTERS, AND SPEEDY MOVEMENT TO INCLUSIVE 
TALKS. THE DOCUMENT ALSO OUTLINED SINN FEINS AIM OF A UNITED 
IRELAND AND ITS DETERMINATION TO BE CONSTRUCTIVE AND 
RESPONSIBLE. IN ADDITION, IT ADDRESSED UNIONIST CONCERNS: 
"THIS PROCESS OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION MUST SECURE THE 
POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS AND DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS OF A NORTHERN 
UNIONIST POPULATION." 
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3. A MEMBER OF THE DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY, CEDRIC WILSON, 
WAS DRAGGED SCREAMING AWAY FROM STORMONT AFTER HE HANDED IN A 
LETTER OF PROTEST, SHORTLY BEFORE THE SINN FEIN DELEGATION 
ARRIVED. AS HE WAS BEING REMOVED BY POLICE, HE SHOUTED THAT 
SINN FEIN MEMBERS SHOULD BE ARRESTED AND IMPRISONED RATHER 
THAN INVITED TO TALK TO THE GOVERNMENT. HIS PARTY LEADER, 
REV. IAN PAISLEY, DESCRIBED THE MEETING AS "ONE OF THE DARKEST 
DAYS IN THE HISTORY OF THE UNION." HE CLAIMED THAT THE TALKS 
WITH SINN FEIN ARE REALLY TALKS WITH THE IRA, AND THAT THEY 
WERE PART OF HMGS "SURRENDER" POLICY. PAISLEY ACCUSED HMG OF 
BOWING TO ANY PRESSURE SINN FEIN EXERTS. PAISLEY AVERRED, "AS 
THEY HAD NOT THE COURAGE TO DEFEAT THE IRA, THEY CAN HARDLY BE 
EXPECTED TO HAVE THE COURAGE TO STAND UP TO THEM POLITICALLY." 
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INFO: RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY LONDON 7634 
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SUBJ: PRIME MINISTER WARNS OF NECESSITY OF THE IRA GETTING 

TEXT: 

RID OF WEAPONS BEFORE ENTERING FULL NEGOTIATIONS; REGISTERS 
SURPRISE AT PROGRESS SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE DOWNING STREET 
DECLARATION 

UNCLAS BELFAST 0584 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PREL, PTER, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER WARNS OF NECESSITY OF THE IRA GETTING 
RID OF WEAPONS BEFORE ENTERING FULL NEGOTIATIONS; REGISTERS 
SURPRISE AT PROGRESS SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE DOWNING STREET 
DECLARATION 

1. SPEAKING IN BELFAST AFTER THE INVESTMENT CONFERENCE ON 
DECEMBER 14, BRITISH PRIME MINISTER JOHN MAJOR SPOKE OF THE 
NEED FOR THE IRA TO DESTROY OR HAND IN ITS WEAPONS BEFORE ANY 
FULL NEGOTIATIONS COULD TAKE PLACE WITH SINN FEIN. MAJOR SAID 
THE WEAPONS ISSUE WAS CENTRAL TO WHETHER SINN FEIN COULD ENTER 
MAINSTREAM POLITICS, BECAUSE, IF IT WAS NOT RESOLVED, THE 
OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND, THE LOYALIST 
PARAMILITARIES, OR THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT COULD NOT SIT DOWN 
WITH THEM. HE WELCOMED SINN FEINS ASSERTION THAT IT WISHED 
TO BECOME FULLY INVOLVED IN DEMOCRATIC POLITICS, BUT POINTED 
OUT THAT, "IF THAT IS SO THEY WILL NOT NEED LARGE STOCKS OF 
WEAPONS THAT THEY MAY THEN REVERT TO IF ONE DEMOCRATIC 
DECISION OR ANOTHER GOES AGAINST THEM." MAJOR SAID HE WAS NOT 
CONCERNED HOW THE WEAPONS WERE DISCARDED - WHETHER 
DECOMMISSIONED OR DESTROYED, AS LONG AS THEY WERE" .. NO LONGER 
AVAILABLE FOR USE IN TERRORIST ATTACKS IN NORTHERN IRELAND." 
IN ADDITION, THE PRIME MINISTER NOTED, THE EXPLORATORY 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN SINN FEIN AND GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES MUST 
BE SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED BEFORE HE WOULD SIT DOWN WITH SINN 
FEIN PRESIDENT GERRY ADAMS. 

2. THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN SURPRISED BY THE 
PROGRESS MADE SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE DOWNING STREET 
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DECLARATION ON DECEMBER 15, 1993. NORTHERN IRELAND, HE SAID, 
HAD TRAVELLED FURTHER DOWN THE ROAD TO PEACE THAN MANY PEOPLE 
COULD HAVE IMAGINED. "FRANKLY, FURTHER THAN I HAD IMAGINED WE 
WOULD GET IN THIS SHORT TIMESCALE .. " HE SAID HE HAD BEEN 
WARNED BY THE "WORDLYWISE" THAT HE WOULD BE FOOLISH TO RISK 
BEING BROUGHT TO GRIEF BY THE IRISH QUESTION, AS HAD BEFALLEN 
MANY OF HIS PREDECESSORS BUT, HE SAID, A SITUATION IN WHICH 
TERRORISM CONTINUED AND PEOPLE WERE DYING WAS INTOLERABLE TO 
HIM. MAJOR SAID HE DECIDED IT MUST BE ONE OF HIS PRIORITIES 
AND THAT IT WOULD REMAIN SO. NOTHING, HE PROMISED, WOULD BE 
IMPOSED UPON THE PEOPLE OF NORTHERN IRELAND AGAINST THEIR 
WILL. "NOTHING IS GOING TO BE ACHIEVED, LET US NOT FOOL 
OURSELVES, IF IT FLIES IN THE FACE OF OPINION IN ULSTER, IT 
SIMPLY WONT STICK." 
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AMCONSUL BELFAST 

RUEHC/~ECSTATE WASHDC 8195 
I 

RUEHLO~AMEMBASSY LONDON 7646 
RUEHDL~AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 5482 
RUEHED/AMCONSUL EDINBURGH 3043 

REPUBLICANS AND LOYALISTS ARE UPSET BY PRISONERS 
PAROLE 

UNCLAS 'BELFAST 0597 

E.O. 1ZJ56: N/A 
TAGS: I PGOV' PREL, PHUM, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: REPUBLICANS AND LOYALISTS ARE UPSET BY PRISONERS 
PAROLE I 

1. SPOKESMEN FROM REPUBLICAN AND LOYALIST COMMUNITIES HAVE 
I 

EXPRESSED THEIR DISMAY AT THE GOVERNMENTS DECISION TO GRANT 
I 

CHRISTMAS PAROLE TO FEWER THAN 100 TERRORIST PRISONERS. A 
I 

GOVERNMENT STATEMENT OF DECEMBER 22 ANNOUNCED THAT SOME 350 
PRISONERS OVERALL WOULD BE RELEASED FOR A SEVEN-DAY PERIOD. 
HOWEVER, A BREAKDOWN OF THE FIGURES SHOWED THAT 47 OF THOSE 
ARE REPUBLICAN PRISONERS, AND 46 ARE LOYALIST. THE REST ARE, 
IN THEIWORDS OF SINN FEIN PRISON SPOKESAN PAT MCGEOWN, 
"NON-POLITICAL." MCGEOWN SAID THAT HMG HAD "DELIBERATELY 
CREATE~ THE MISCONCEPTION" THAT HUNDREDS OF REPUBLICANS AND 
LOYALI9TS WOULD BE GRANTED PAROLE. HE SAID, "SOMEONE NEEDS TO 
TELL THE NIO THAT NOW IS A TIME OF GOODWILL AND GENORISITY AND 
NOT FO~ DUPLICITY AND DECEIT." JOHN WHITE, ULSTER DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY 1POKESMAN FOR PRISONERS SAID LOYALISTS WERE ALSO 
DISAPP~INTED. HE CALLED ON THE GOVERNMENT TO CHANGE THE 
CRITERIA USED TO DETERMINE WHETHER A PRISONER IS ELIGIBLE FOR 
PAROLE) AT THE MOMENT, A PRISONER MUST HAVE SERVED 11 YEARS 
OF A S~NTENCE BEFORE HE/SHE QUALIFIES FOR PAROLE. WHITE 
CALLED

1

FOR THE SENTENCE SERVED TO BE DROPPED TO 10 YEARS. HE 
CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT FOR NOT RESPONDING TO THE CEASEFIRES 
WITH Th "IMAGINATION AND GENEROSITY THEY PROMISED." 

I 
2. CATHOLIC PRIMATE CARDINAL CAHAL DALY WELCOMED THE PAROLE 
AND SAID IT WAS "WISE AND TIMELY." HOWEVER, HE URGED THE 
GOVERNMENT TO GO FURTHER, SAYING THAT A PERMANENT RELEASE, 
PHASED I IN OVER A PERIOD, WOULD BE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE PEACE PROCESS. 

I 
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3. SECfETARY OF STATE, SIR PATRICK MAYHEW, HOWEVER, QUASHED 
ANY HO~E THAT EARLY RELEASE WAS A POSSIBILITY. IN AN 
INTERVIIEW PUBLISHED BY THE "IRISH NEWS" ON DECEMBER 23, HE 
SAID, "II CAN GUARANTEE THAT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SENTENCED BY 
THE COUIRTS WILL SERVE THEIR SENTENCES ACCORDING TO THE LAW ... 
THERE ~RE NO POLITICAL PRISONERS .. ANYWHERE IN THIS COUNTRY. 

I 
ANYONE rHO IS IN PRISON HERE IN NORTHERN IRELAND IS IN PRISON 
BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN CONVICTED OF CRIMINAL OFFENCES BY 

I 

INDEPENDENT COURTS." THE SECRETARY OF STATE ALSO ADDRESSED 
THE ISSUE OF CHRISTMAS PAROLE, SAYING THAT THE NUMBERS WERE 
DOWN ON LAST YEAR BECAUSE NOT AS MANY PRISONERS WERE ELIGIBLE 
FOR IT ITHIS YEAR. 
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NNNN I 
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INFO: I I I I 
SUBJ: INCREASE IN FIRST QUARTER REPRESENTATION 

TEXT: 
UNCLAS DUBLIN 006501 

FOR ROGER SIMPSON EUR/EX 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: AMGT 
SUBJECT: INCREASE IN FIRST QUARTER REPRESENTATION 
ALLOTMENT. 

REF: SMITH/SIMPSON TELCOM DATED 11/29/94 

1. POST REQUESTS AN INCREASE OF DOLS 5,000 IN ITS FIRST 
QUARTER REPRESENTATIONAL ALLOTMENT. 

2. IMMEDIATELY AFTER HER ARRIVAL AMBASSADOR JEAN KENNEDY 
SMITH BEGAN A VIGOROUS PROGRAM OF IMPLEMENTING PRESIDENT 
CLINTON'S POLICY OF REVITALIZING US-IRISH BILATERAL 
RELATIONS AND PROMOTING PEACE AND RECONCILIATION BETWEEN 
THE PEOPLES OF THE REPUBLIC AND NORTHERN IRELAND. THIS 
POLICY DRAMATICALLY BORE FRUIT IN THE LATTER PART OF 
FY-1994. SINCE THE START OF FY-95 THE AMBASSADOR AND 
EMBASSY DUBLIN HAVE BEEN EXTENSIVELY INVOLVED IN FOLLOW UP 
ACTIVITIES TO ENSURE THAT THE PEACE PROCESS CONTINUES AND 
BECOMES PERMANENT. SUBSTANTIAL PUBLIC DIPLOMACY IS 
REQUIRED TO KEEP APACE WITH THE RAPID EVOLUTION OF THE 
IRISH SCENE. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE PAST THREE 
MONTHS INCLUDED, INTER ALIA, THE IRA LAYING DOWN ITS ARMS 
AND ENTERING THE POLITICIAL PROCESS, LOYALIST 
PARAMILITARIES DOING THE SAME, UNIONIST POLITICIANS 
ACCEPTING THE INEVITABILITY OF A POLITICIAL EXCHANGE WITH 
NATIONALIST PARTIES, AND AN ALL IRELAND PEACE AND 
RECONCILIATION FORUM COMMENCING TO MEET. THE FINAL STRAW 
THAT BROKE THE REPRESENTATION BACK WAS THE FALL OF THE 
REPUBLIC'S GOVERNMENT. AMBASSADOR SMITH AND HER STAFF 
MUST BE INFORMED OF ALL THESE NEW CIRCUMSTANCES. ANY OF 
THESE EVENTS INDIVIDUALLY WOULD JUSTIFY A SUBSTANTIAL 
ROUND OF NEW REPRESENTATIONAL EVENTS. 
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3- FORTUNATELY BECAUSE THESE EVENTS OCCURRED ALMOST 
SIMULTANEOUSLY WE WERE ABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ECONOMIES 
OF SCALE AND GOT SUBSTANTIAL MORE BANG FOR THE BUCK BY 
COMBINING MANY ACTIVITIES. BUT THE LAST 8 WEEKS HAVE LEFT 
THE REPRESENTATIONAL CUPBOARD BARE. WE NOW FACE A 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE VISIT, SEVERAL PENDING CODELS AND 
THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT WITHOUT EVEN A BONE 
TO OFFER. WE WILL USE FCS, OTHER AGENCIES AND 
CONGRESSIONAL FUNDING TO THE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE BUT STILL 
WILL FALL SHORT. WE HAVE REQUESTED $10,000 MORE IN 
REPRESENTATION THIS FY. IF POSSIBLE WE REQUEST THE FIRST 
HALF OF THAT BE APPROVED FOR IMMEDIATE DISBURSEMENT THIS 
QUARTER. NOLLAIG SHONA DUIT (MERRY CHRISTMAS) AND MANY 
THANKS FROM DUBLIN. 
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