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April 11, 1998 

\ esident ~~bite House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

:John !13. QJound 

I just finished reading the details of the Agreement signed yesterday 
by the Taoiseach and Prime Minister Blair. Frankly, I never really thought 
things would reach this advanced stage. The real test, of course, will come 
in the referendums. 

I had a long and interesting talk with Paul Hill at the White House on 
St. Patrick's night. It was one of those rare opportunities to look at the 
situation through the eyes of an ardent nationalist. Sinn Fein views any 
change as a step in their direction. Since the loyalists obviously view it the 
same way, my greatest fear now is that the referendum shall fail in the North. 
When you go to Ireland next, I urge you to call upon the people to be touched 
by the better angels of their nature (as one of your predecessors once put it) 
and endorse this Agreement. 

Under normal circumstances, when the President of the United States 
visits a foreign country, he needs to be circumspect in his choice of words. 
Something tells me that just the opposite situation obtains this time around. 
The Irish will speak and write about all this in code, with each tribal 
community knowing that the other is eavesdropping. If you bluntly state that 
there are some bitter pills for each community to swallow in this process, and 
that they must be swallowed, your words will be replayed time and again 
when the narrow-minded in each camp try to kill the Agreement. In short, 
I hope you are not too diplomatic on your upcoming diplomatic mission. 

To me, this is like trying a case to an unusually intelligent jury. The 
best approach in such cases is to lay it on the line. 
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I wouldn't nonnally presume to give you advice. It's just that the 
achievement of this week has opened a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create 
long-tenn peace. Of all your achievements, none could be more significant. 
You are a peacemaker, Mr. President. It makes roe proud to reflect on that 
as I watch the morally challenged nip at your heels. 

Sincerely, 

Qo\)14d 
DeVQ t K.__ 

\A)Q~\- u.)1~9' 
ce.c;, \c_ 

£ow\c~ 
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Herrera, Long & Pound, P.A. 
Attorneys at Law 

April 13, 1998 

VIA OVERNIGHT MAIL 

Ms. Nancy Hemreich 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

and Director of Oval Office Operations 
First Floor, West Wing 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

Dear Nancy: 

Judith C. Herrera 
Nancy R. Long 
John B. Pound 

Eugene I. Zamora 

PERSONAL 

As you know, the Troubles in Ireland are a subject of keen, ongoing interest to me. 
I have to say that I was amazed to see the Agreement signed last week. It is a singular 
achievement. 

The President obviously has a unique opportunity to drive the matter home now. 
I have taken the liberty of writing him a personal note, which is enclosed. Could I ask you 
to give it to the President for me? 

By the way, it was nice of you to send me the note concerning the little jar of salsa. 
Entirely unnecessary, but nice. 
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