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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 6, 1999 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

THE PRESIDENT 

SAMUEL BERGER ~/ ;-

Letter to Fo~er Finnish Prime Minister Holkeri 

Express appreciation to Minister Holkeri for his contributions 
to the Northern Ireland peace process. 

Background 

Harri Holkeri, a former Conservative prime minister of Finland 
and one of George Mitchell's co-chairmen of the all party talks 
in Belfast, is visiting Washington February 11. Your letter to 
him notes his contributions as one of the co-chairmen who 
endured, with Mitchell, a thousand hours of extremely difficult 
discussion among the parties. 

The Finnish government awarded him the honorific "Counselor of 
State," its highest corrunendation for living persons. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachment 
Tab A Letter to Minister Holkeri 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Holkeri: 

I am pleased to welcome you back to Washington and to thank you 
for your work as co-chairman of the All Party talks in Northern 
Ireland. 

The people of Northern Ireland, and the United States, owe you 
tremendous gratitude for your contributions to the historic 
peace accord achieved last Easter. I know from George Mitchell 
of the thousands of hours that you spent managing the arduous 
and often contentious negotiations among parties. You have 
earned our sincerest thanks and deserve the highest praise. 

I know that you share with me and your fellow co-chairmen pride 
at the progress the parties have made in implementing the 
agreement that you helped forge. Clearly, there will be 
difficult moments ahead on the road to lasting peace -- the 
parties will need to deepen their commitment to compromise and 
seeing the other side's point of view. 

No nation epitomizes these virtues better than Finland, a state 
that began this century as part of an empire in decline and made 
a remarkable journey to the presidency of the European Union. 
In your previous work as Prime Minister, you and your fellow 
Finns shared the blessings of democracy and prosperity around 
the globe. Your work in Northern Ireland will bear fruit as the 
people there realize the possibilities of peace, and will 
provide inspiration to other societies divided by sectarian 
conflict. 

Mr. Harri Holkeri 
State Counselor 
Helsinki, Finland 

Sincerely, 
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