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SUBJECT: Your Possible Meeting with Bolivian President Sanchez de Lozada 
at the World Cup Match in Chicago

I. PURPOSE

You may have an opportunity to talk with Bolivian President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada at the 
World Cup match in Chicago. Such a meeting would provide an opportunity to encourage him to 
remain positively engaged on issues of ii^portance to us — planning for the December Summit of 
the Americas, good governance, sustain^le development and Haiti -- and to impress upon him 

the need for better anti-narcotics cooperation.
'’it.'-! C- ---i ■ ^ -K.....

KEY POINTS

FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE; Congratulate “Goni” San^ez de Lozada on his 
accomplishments since his inauguration .liine,j6y;AM3i^i£pai?ttifetilaply hfe economic 
reform program and good governance and anti-corruption initiatives.

SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS; Encourage Sanchez de Lozada to remain 
involved in preparations for the Summit and thank him for positive contributions 
on Swmmit-issues^ef good governance and sustainable development.

Reiterate support for Bolivia’s plan to convene a hemispheric conference on 
sustainable development in 1995.

GOOD GOVERNANCE; Congratulate Sanchez de Lozada for signing a “popular 
participation” measure designed to give power to local communities and indigenous 
peoples and to distribute government services more equitably.

ECONOMIC REFORM: Encourage him to press ahead on economic reform, 
particularly privatization, or “capitalization” as he calls it.

ANTI-NARCOTICS EFFORTS: Impress on Sanchez de Lozada the need for 
Bolivia to cooperate on extradition and coca eradication.

HAITI: Seek San€hez^de“feozada^s continued support for our efforts to restore 
democratically-elected government to Haiti.

' CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED
(with SECRET attachment) E.0.13526, Set 3i (b) yPresident
Declassifyon: OADR White ^Chief of Staff



■CONnDEN'FtAfc 
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II. BACKGROUND
Bolivia has made remarkable pregress^in recenLye^. Still the poorest nation in South America 
save Guyana and once among the most unstable and corrupt, Bolivia today has consolidated 
democratic rule and is on a path of reasonably steady economic growth, wrth^*«hypeF=inflat4on 
and-despite4:eeent-dropsitniieT3rite‘Oficey*ejtp©rts-like»«at«Fal<:ga& Our bilateral relations are 
good and getting better; except for narcotics cooperation. ^

President Sanchez de LozadaJ ^5?7e^-old Univer^tjfof Chicago graduate in philosophy and 

literature who resided 20 years in the United States, has had an impressive first year since his 
inauguration June 6, 1993^, K

•CUe has embraced reinventing government, consolidating 17 ministries into 10, indicting two 

Supreme Court justices as part of an effort to end corruption, and signing Af¥i4^ a “popular 
participation” law designed to increase the power of local communities and indigenous peoples 
and distribute government services more equitably. USAI©4s-asststing4he»afrt-i=e0FFaptiori'*dnt^ 
by4Faining^udit0PS“and*wGrk-ing*t0*impr0ve<'the“justiee«system'?“Sanehez-de4:e2?ada-toW‘thig“Vfce 
Presideftt^-paFt-y-that-hypeF-e0rruption-is"as-dangerouS'tO”the"State'’s'existenee"as4iyper4rrflati0n=,=,

He has promoted economic reforms he hopes will eventually lead Bolivia into NAFTA. In 
addition to opening Bolivia to trade, Sanchez de Lozada is promoting privatization legislation to 
sell 50 percent of six large, poorly-run state enterprises. ^ ^

^ V C

Sanchez de Lozada’s agenda fits neatly with proposals we want to table at Decernber’s Summit of vt 
the Americas. The-Vice'Pfe'sidFnTh'aa'ffuitful’ro’nsuItations'about“this"durdn^is»MarGh-20^v4siu Y't> 

t0'Beliv.ia.> Sanchez de Lozada wants the Summit to address good government (particularly anti- n , ^
corruption measures), economic integration, the environment and narcotics.'j^e Vice President ' '
encouraged Sanchez de Lozada to pursue these themes, noting that initiatives should come from 
throughout the hemisphere, not Just the United States. The Vice President also endorsed 
Bolivia’s plans to host a hemispheric conference on sustainable development in 1995. -J^lanstare 
.not'developedf'buPthe-conference'Could-welFemerge*as-a significant-«f0ll0w-on4o..the-Summit.„ 

c D±iLA

extradition or met coca eradication targets. These shortcomings led us April 1 to certify Bolivia 
as a cooperating country, but only under a national interest waiver. Sanchez de Lozada 
acknowledges performance was poor in 1993 partly because of national elections.a«d*asles=#i«t*we 
j»dge^tJtMaT5yit§TulT^t“a:n'd-fiiture”aetions. LveB4ak-iftg4nto.acGount«the=polilical*Ee&istaace 
such-aetions-generate-in-Boli'Viar'hGwever-, progress this year has been poor. We have several 
pending extradition requests and eradication is well below target. We were unable to disburse 
$20 million in FY93 balance of payments support because of poor performance in eradication.

Mjv/:; C.A%€.
NarcQtiGS2Svas*Siso^ehind=the»DepartmenroPState'''s*'decision“noM0‘‘gr=ant»a*v4sa‘KDr*a“watver=t0 

Max Fernandez, a wealthy businessman who is an important political ally of Sanchez de Lozada,.

•GQNFIDENTIAL 
(with SECRET attachment)
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The^denialfbased on information linking Fernandez to money laundering and other offenses, is ® 
likely to become public knowledge in Bolivia and could prove an embarrassment to Sanchez de 
Lozada, especially if Fernandez withdraws political support for him. Thc-Brug-Enforeement— 

rAgoney-GoncufFed-iB-State-s^etsion'to'denythF'visar

This is Bolivia’s third appearance in the World Cup; previous appearances were in 1930 and 
1950. In the qualifying rounds, the aggressive Bolivian team scored more goals than any other 
team in South America.

Sanchez de Lozada^party includes his wiffe^^^iena Iturralde de San^ez de LozMa;.^nister of 
Foreign Affairs AntoifioAranibar; and Secretai^5fdndustry and Cornmerce^arlos Morale- 
Landiv^ and his wife, Nwga.^do Valle de Morales.

Attachments
Tab-A--'="**^o'pb'^dTolnfs*fo"MaKB*witlTSanchez'-de^Lozada. 
Tab B Biographi^

-eeNnocNTtAt.
(with St3CRET attachment!
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/
POINTS TO BE MADE WITH BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT SANCHEZ DE LOZADA

/
/
/

/I would like to congratulate Bolivia for making the World^Cup and congratulate you on a 
successful first year as President. /

/
I would also like to welcome you back to Chicago. ^

I am pleased our relationship with Bolivia is moving positively on many fronts. Vice 
President Gore’s consultations with you were excellent and I hope we will continue to 
maintain that kind of dialogue.

You have really tackled the tough issues this year and have my admiration. I know you 
are straying the course on your economic reform program despite inevitable opposition. 
Your efforts to broaden popular participation through new legislation are singularly 
impressive and 1 hope you can take the process forward. Similarly with your efforts to
end corruption. These are all tough issues and your are blazing a path.

/i

We are counting on Bolivia to make a major contribution to the success of the Summit of 
the Americas. I know you are working to make sure the Summit addresses such issues as 
good governance, anti-corruption, economic integration and sustainable development. We 
also want these issues on the agenda.

/
I am also pleased that you are considering convening a hemispheric conference next year 
on sustainable development. We think that is an excellent idea and you have our support.

I appreciate the stand Bolivia took at the OAS General Assembly last week in support of a 
strengthened U.N. mission in Haiti. That resolution sent a strong signal to the military 
leaders in Haiti that a/united hemisphere is insisting that the coup will not stand.

Narcotics is a problem area for both the United States and Bolivia. We need your help in 
extraditing traffickers. I also hope you will meet the eradication targets we have agreed 
on. I do not want narcotics to undermine what is otherwise an excellent and promising 
relationship, j

(IF ASKED) Information linking Max Fernandez to narcotics trafficking prevented us 
from issuing a visa that would have allowed him to accompany you on this visit to the 
United States.

,/
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Your Possible Meeting with Bolivian President Sanchez de Lozada 
at the World Cup Match in Chicago

Purpose

You may have an opportunity to talk with Bolivian President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada at 
the World Cup match in Chicago. Such an encounter would provide an opportunity to 
encourage him to remain positively engaged on issues of importance to us -- planning for the 
December Summit of the Americas, good governance, sustainable development and Haiti - 
and to impress upon him the need for better anti-narcotics cooperation.

KEY POINTS

FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE: Congratulate "Goni" Sanchez de Lozada on his 
accomplishments since his inauguration - economic reform program and good 
governance and anti-corruption initiatives.

SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS: Encourage Sanchez de Lozada to remain 
involved in preparations for the Summit and thank him for positive contributions 
on good governance and sustainable development.

Reiterate support for Bolivia’s plan for a hemispheric conference on 
sustainable development in 1995.

GOOD GOVERNANCE; Congratulate Sanchez de Lozada for signing a 
"popular participation" measure designed to give power to local communities and 
indigenous peoples and to distribute government services more equitably.

ECONOMIC REFORM; Encourage him to press ahead on economic reform, 
particularly privatization, or "capitalization" as he calls it.

-CeNFIDENTFAfc 
w/SEGRET Attachment 
Declassify on; OADR

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff
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ANTI-NARCOTICS EFFORTS; Impress on Sanchez de Lozada the need for 
Bolivia to cooperate on extradition and coca eradication.

HAITI; Seek continued support for our efforts to restore democratically-elected 
government to Haiti.

Background

Still the poorest nation in South America save Guyana and once among the most unstable and 
corrupt, Bolivia today has consolidated democratic rule and is on a path of reasonably steady 
economic growth. Our bilateral relations are good and getting better; except for narcotics 
cooperation.

President Sanchez de Lozada, ("Goni"), a 53-year-old University of Chicago graduate in 
philosophy and literature who resided 20 years in the United States. The friendly and 
energetic President has had an impressive first year since his inauguration June 6, 1993. He 
has embraced reinventing government, consolidating 17 ministries into 10, indicting two 
Supreme Court justices as part of an effort to end corruption, and signing a "popular 
participation" law designed to increase the power of local communities and indigenous 
peoples and distribute government services more equitably.

He has promoted economic reforms he hopes will eventually lead Bolivia into NAFTA. In 
addition to opening Bolivia to trade, Sanchez de Lozada is promoting privatization legislation 
to sell 50 percent of sk large, poorly-run state enterprises.

Summit of the Americas

Sanchez de Lozada’s agenda fits neatly with proposals we want to table at December’s 
Summit of the Americas. Sanchez de Lozada wants the Summit to address good government 
(particularly anti-corruption measures), economic integration, the environment and narcotics. 
During his March 20 visit to Bolivia, the Vice President encouraged Sanchez de Lozada to 
pursue these themes, noting that initiatives should come from throughout the hemisphere, not 
just the United States. The Vice President also endorsed Bolivia’s plans to host a 
hemispheric conference on sustainable development in 1995.

Narcotics

Bolivia has not cooperated on extradition or met coca eradication targets. These 
shortcomings led us April 1 to certify Bolivia as a cooperating country, but only under a 
national interest waiver. Sanchez de Lozada acknowledges performance was poor in 1993 
partly because of national elections. Progress this year has been poor. We have several 
pending extradition requests and eradication is well below target. We were unable to disburse 
$20 million in FY93 balance of payments support because of poor performance in eradication.

-GONFIDENTIAL 
w/SEGRET Attachment
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Max Fernandez Case

Max Fernandez, a wealthy businessman who is an important political ally of Sanchez de 
Lozada, was denied a visa based on information linking Fernandez to money laundering and 
other offenses. The denial is likely to become public knowledge in Bolivia and could prove 
an embarrassment to Sanchez de Lozada, especially if Fernandez withdraws political support 
for him.

World Cup

This is Bolivia’s third appearance in the World Cup; previous appearances were in 1930 and 
1950. In the qualifying rounds, the aggressive Bolivian team scored more goals than any 
other team in South America.

Attachment
Tab A Biography
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June 13,1994

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

RICHARD FEINBEI 

EARLE C. BLAKEM.^,^>^^^

The President’s Meeting with Bolivia’s Sanchez de Lozada

The President is scheduled to meet with Bolivian President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada at the . 
World Cup match in Chicago on June 17. The attached memorandum to the President provides 
key objectives, background and talking points.

Concurrence by: James Carman (N/A)

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President

TabA Biographies

-GONFIDCNTIAL 
(with SECRET attachment) 
Declassify on: OAR

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526

White House Guidelines, May 16,2017
ByJ^^NAJRA, Date
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

September 16, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. William Itoh 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

SUBJECT: Alerting NSCS bn Presidential
Correspondence

'.Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton
from Bolivian President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada
which is transmitted for your information.

This correspondehce was received in the Information Resources 
Mahagement Section Of the Executive Secretariat on September 16, 1994 

■ A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.
V..-'

V '.I 
V- c r - . 'Ai-. . ‘V.

,, ' - .. ■■ i ^

Information Resources Management Section 
Records Management Division 

Executive Secretariat * 
647-2991
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Palacio Quemado
La Paz, 6 de septiembre de 1994

Excelentfsimo senor Presidente:

Tengo elagrado de felicitara Vuestra Excelencia porsu atinada iniciativa de auspiciar 
una Cumbre Hemisferica de Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno, democraticamente 
elegidos, que tendra lugar el proximo mes de diciembre en la ciudad de Miami,
Florida.

Coincido plenamente con la idea de construir una comunidad de naciones libres en 
nuestra region, sobre la base de gobiernos democraticos y administraciones probas, 
cuyo objetivo sea el de dar bienestar a sus pueblos.

Considero que esta empresa conjunta de los pafses democraticos del hemisferio, que 
queremos iniciar, y de la cual la cumbre es un primer paso, debe buscar soluciones 
estructurales a los grandes problemas de nuestro tiempo: la desigualdad entre 
nuestras naciones; la extrema pobreza; la corrupcion y el creciente deterioro del 
medio ambiente.

Frente a ello, me permito proponer a usted, senor Presidente, que en la Agenda de 
la Cumbre se tomen en consideracion tres puntos fundamentales: a) el comercio y 
las inversiones, cuyo desarrollo debe convertir a nuestras naciones en socios 
comerciales, abandonando paulatinamente un sistema basado por lo general en el 
proteccionismo; b) el fortalecimiento de la democracia, la probidad en la gestion 
gubernamental y la participacion popular, como medios para asegurar lajusticia social 
y la libertad; c) el desarrollo sostenible, como el medio mas seguro para restablecer 
la convivencia armonica entre el hombre y su medio ambiente.



^ieixidencia. de la S^ejialiica

En estos proximos meses tendremos la oportunidad de intercambiar 
nuevamente criterios sobre esta trascendental Cumbre Americana. Estoy seguro que 
llegaremos a una Agenda que refleje aspectos centrales del interes hemisferico.

Con este motivo, reitero a usted, Excelentisimo senor Presidente, mi mayor 
consideracion.

Excmo. senor
William J. Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos
de America
Washington, D.C.



INFORMAL COURTESY TRANSLATION

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC

La Paz, September 6, 1994

Dear Mr. President,

I am pleased to congratulate Your Excellency for the pertinent 
initiative you have taken to sponsor a Hemispheric Summit of 
democratically elected Heads of State and Government, which 
will take place next December in Miami, Florida.

I concur fully with the idea to build a community of free 
nations in our region, based on democratic governments and 
honest administrations whose objective is to offer well-being 
to their peoples.

I feel that this joint task among the democratic countries of 
the hemisphere, which we want to begin, and for which the 
summit is the first step, should seek structural solutions for 
the major problems of our time: inequality among our nations; 
extreme poverty; corruption, and the growing deterioration of 
the environment.

In this concern, I take the liberty of proposing to you, Mr. 
President, that the Agenda for the Summit take into 
consideration three fundamental issues: a) trade and 
investments, the development of which should turn our nations 
into commercial partners, little by little abandoning a system 
based, generally, on protectionism; b) the strengthening of 
democracy, honesty in the exercising of government and popular 
participation, as means to ensure social justice and freedom; 
c) sustainable development as the most secure means to 
reestablish harmonious coexistence between man and his 
environment.



In the months to come we will have the opportunity to exchange 
criteria again about this transcendental American Summit. I am 
certain that we will arrive at an Agenda which will reflect 
aspects that are central issues in the interests of the 
hemisphere.

I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate to you, Mr. 
President, my highest consideration.

( signed )

Gonzalo Sdnchez de Lozada

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton
President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C.
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Palacio Quemado
La Paz, 6 de septiembre de 1994

Excelentisimo senor Presidente:

Tengo elagrado de felicitara Vuestra Excelencia par su atinada iniciativa de auspiciar 
una Cumbre Hemisferica de Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno, democraticamente 
elegidos, que tendra lugar el proximo mes de diciembre en la ciudad de Miami, 
Florida.

Coincido plenamente con la idea de construir una comunidad de naciones libres en 
nuestra region, sobre la base de gobiernos democraticos y administraciones probas, 
cuyo objetivo sea el de dar bienestar a sus pueblos.

Considero que esta empresa conjunta de los paises democraticos del hemisferio, que 
queremos iniciar, y de la cual la cumbre es un primer paso, debe buscar soluciones 
estructurales a los grandes problemas de nuestro tiempo: la desigualdad entre 
nuestras naciones; la extrema pobreza; la corrupcion y el creciente deterioro del 
medio ambiente.

Frente a ello, me permito proponer a usted, senor Presidente, que en la Agenda de 
la Cumbre se tomen en consideracion tres puntos fundamentales: a) el comercio y 
las inversiones, cuyo desarrollo debe convertir a nuestras naciones en socios 
comerciales, abandonando paulatinamente un sistema basado por lo general en el 
proteccionismo; b) el fortalecimiento de la democracia, la probidad en la gestion 
gubernamental y la participacion popular, como medics para asegurarlajusticia social 
y la libertad; c) el desarrollo sostenible, como el medio mas seguro para restablecer 
la convivencia armonica entre el hombre y su medio ambiente.
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En estos proximos meses tendremos la oportunidad de intercambiar 
nuevamente criterios sobre esta trascendental Cumbre Americana. Estoy seguro que 
llegaremos a una Agenda que refleje aspectos centrales del interes hemisferico.

Con este motivo, reitero a usted, Excelentfsimo senor Presidente, mi mayor 
consideracion.

,-1

"7 \

Excmo. senor
William J. Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos
de America
Washington, D.C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WAS HIN GTO N

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE

SUBJECT: Letter to President Sanchez de Lozada of Bolivia

Purpose

To respond to a telephone call from Bolivian President Sanchez de 
Lozada.

Background

Sanchez de Lozada attempted to call you earlier this week to 
discuss the mid-term election results and the Summit of the 
Americas. Your schedule did not permit you to receive the call.

The proposed letter at Tab A expresses regret that you were not 
able to speak with him by telephone but encourages him to work 
with us to make the Summit a success and looks forward to your 
seeing him in Miami.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the proposed letter at Tab A, to be passed to 
President Sanchez de Lozada via our embassy in La Paz.

Approve

Disapprove

Attachment
Tab A Proposed Letter to President Sanchez de Lozada

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff



PROPOSED LETTER TO PRESIDENT SANCHEZ DE LOZADA OF BOLIVIA

UNCLASSIFIED
TO: AMERICAN EMBASSY LA PAZ 
INFO: SECSTATE

1.. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT TO PRESIDENT SANCHEZ DE LOZADA WITHOUT DELAY.
NO/NO SIGNED ORIGINAL TO FOLLOW.

2. BEGIN TEXT

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

I REGRET MY CURRENT TRAVEL TO ATTEND THE ASIA PACIFIC ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION LEADERS MEETING PREVENTED OUR SPEAKING BY TELEPHONE. 
I AM GRATEFUL FOR THE CALL.

LET ME TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE MY THOUGHTS ON THE SUMMIT 
OF THE AMERICAS. WE HAVE MADE GOOD PROGRESS DEFINING THE ISSUES 
WE WILL DISCUSS IN MIAMI AND THE SPECIFIC MEASURES WE WILL TAKE 
TO ADDRESS THEM. MUCH WORK REMAINS TO BE DONE, HOWEVER, WE HAVE 
THUS INVITED REPRESENTATIVES FROM ALL PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES TO 
WASHINGTON LATER THIS MONTH TO REVIEW AND FINALIZE THE 
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES AND PLAN OF ACTION WE WILL ISSUE IN 
MIAMI.

I KNOW YOU SHARE MY DESIRE TO SEE A SUMMIT STATEMENT THAT FULLY 
REFLECTS THE HISTORIC OPPORTUNITIES THAT EXIST FOR HEMISPHERIC 
COOPERATION IN TRADE, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE 
STRENGTHENING OF OUR DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS.

THE APEC DELIBERATIONS DEMONSTRATE THE MUTUAL BENEFITS THAT 
COOPERATION CAN BRING EVEN TO COUNTRIES SEPARATED BY VAST 
GEOGRAPHIC AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCES. WE IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE MUST MOVE FORWARD TOGETHER EQUALLY BOLDLY.

I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN MIAMI AND AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR CALL.

SINCERELY

WILLIAM J. CLINTON



9113

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

November 12, 1994

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

FROM: EARLE C. BLAKEM^^^

SUBJECT: Letter to Bolivian President Sanchez de Lozada

Bolivian President Sanchez de Lozada attempted to reach the 
President by telephone last week but we were unable to put 
through the call due to the press of business related to the APEC 
meeting. Aides said Sanchez de Lozada wanted to discuss the mid­
term election results and the Summit of the Americas.

The Memorandum to the President at Tab I recommends the President 
acknowledge Sanchez de Lozada's call with a letter that discusses 
Summit preparations and encourages Sanchez de Lozada to work with 
us to fashion a strong agenda.

The Summit Coordinating Office at State has reviewed the text of 
the proposed letter and concurs.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the Memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President

Tab A Proposed Letter to President Sanchez de Lozada
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INFORMAL TRANSLATION

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
BOLIVIA

La Paz
May 11, 1995

Dear Mr. President,

Fifty years ago, with the Allied victory over the Nazi 
forces, the most horrifying nightmare for humanity of the 
twentieth centry came to an end.

Millions of victims, countless material losses and a 
collective trauma difficult to surpass with the conflagration 
of the most extensive war in humanity in geographical terms, 
represented the tragic results of that totalitarian adventure 
which was generated by racial fanaticism.

Nevertheless, thanks to the joint efforts of the United 
States if America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and the 
former Soviet Union, it was possible to revert the tragic 
course of the events and liberate the subjected nations, begin 
their reconstruction and lay the foundations for a new and 
fruitful time of peace.

For this reason, Mr. President, I express to you on this 
historic commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
triumph of libert, the recognition of the Government and the 
people of Bolivia to your noble country whose contribution was 
fundamental for the achievement of the goal of world peace and 
security.

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton
President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C.



PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
BOLIVIA

This singular opportunity also constitutes a priviledged 
moment for the international community to reaffirm its 
commitment to the highest principles of coexistence and human 
dignity.

I avail myself of this opportunity, Excellency, to renew 
to you the assurances of my highest consideration.

(signed)

Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada 
President of the Republic 

of Bolivia
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BOLIVIA

Palacio Quemado
La Paz, 11 de mayo de 1995

Excelentisimo senor Presidente:

Hace cincuenta anos, con la victoria de los aliados sobre las fuerzas nazis, conclui'a la 
mas espeluznante pesadilla que vivid la humanidad en el siglo veinte.

Decenas de millones de victimas, cuantiosas perdidas materiales y el dificilmente 
superable trauma colectivo de la conflagracion belica mas extendida de la humanidad en 
terminosgeograficos, representaron los tragicos resultados de aquella aventura totalitaria 
generada por el fanatismo racial.

Sin embargo, gracias al esfuerzo conjunto de los Estados Unidos de America, del Reino 
de Gran Bretaha, y de la entonces Union Sovietica, fue posible revertir el tragico curso 
de los acontecimientos, liberar a las naciones sometidas, emprender su reconstruccion 
y sentar las bases de un nuevo y fructifero tiempo de paz.

Por ello, excelentisimo senor Presidente, hago llegar a usted en esta historica 
conmemoracion del cincuentenario del triunfo de la libertad, el reconocimiento del 
Gobierno y el pueblo de Bolivia a su noble pa/s, cuya contribucion fue fundamental para 
el logro de la meta de la paz y la seguridad mundiales.

Excelentisimo senor
D. William Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos
de America
Washington, D.C.
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Esta singular oportunidad, asimismo, se constituye en un momenta privilegiado para que 
la comunidad internacional reafirme su compromiso con los mas altos principios de la 
convivencia y la dignidad human a.

Con este motivo, excelentfsimo sehor, ratifico a usted las expresiones de mi mas alta 
consideracion.

V

hotocopy M1sc. Handwriting



ID# 114053
THE WHITE HOUSE

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET
INCOMING

DATE RECEIVED; JUNE 06, 1995

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: HIS EXCELLENCY GONZALO SANCHEZ DE LOZADA

SUBJECT; SHARES CONCERN ON THE HISTORIC COMMEMORATION 
OF THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TRIUMPH OF 
LIBERT, THE RECOGNITION OF THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE PEOPLE OF BOLIVIA TO OUR NOBLE COUNTRY

ACTION DISPOSITION

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME)

ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD

ANTHONY LAKE
REFERRAL NOTE;

ORG 95/06/07 ------  — -
/ /

// / /
REFERRAL NOTE:

/ / / /
REFERRAL NOTE:

/ / / /
REFERRAL NOTE:

/ / / /
REFERRAL NOTE;

COMMENTS; INFORMAL TRANSLATED LETTER

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: 

MI MAIL USER CODES: (A)

MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

_____ (B) (C)

****************************************************************11*******

*ACTION CODES:
*
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM 
♦D-DRAFT RESPONSE 
★F-FURNISH FACT SHEET 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE *
*X-INTERIM REPLY *

*DISPOSITION
*
*A-ANSWERED
*B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL
*C-COMPLETED
*S-SUSPENDED

♦OUTGOING *
♦CORRESPONDENCE: ♦
♦TYPE RESP=INITIALS *
♦ OF SIGNER ♦
♦ CODE = A ♦
♦COMPLETED = DATE OF ♦
♦ OUTGOING ♦
♦ *
* *
* *

***********************************************************************

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT.

SCANNED



Case Number: 2015-0904-M

MR
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 

administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential 

Library Staff.

Original OA/ID Number;
589

Document ID:
9504607

Row: Section: Shelf: Position: Stack:
44 5 7 2 V



UNCLASSIFIED 
NSC/RMO PROFILE

TO: PRESIDENT

RECORD ID: 9504607 
RECEIVED:' 15'^UN 95 11

FROM: SANCHEZ DE LOZADA, GONI DOC DATE: 11 MAY 95 
SOURCE REF:

KEYWORDS: BOLIVIA

PERSONS:

SUBJECT: THANK YOU LTR TO PRES FM PRES OF BOLIVIA RE END OF WWII

ACTION: NFAR PER BASSETf 

STAFF OFFICER: BASSETT 

FILES: PA______________NSCP:

DUE DATE: 19 JUN 95 STATUS: C 

LOGREF:

______ CODES:________

COMMENTS:

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION 

FOR CONCURRENCE

DISPATCHED BY

OPENED BY: NSMEC

DATE

CLOSED BY: NSJDA

BY HAND W/ATTCH 

DOC 1 OF 1

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT

RECORD ID: 9504607

DOC ACTION OFFICER CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED

001 BASSETT 
001

Z 95061511 APPROPRIATE ACTION 
X 95061915 NFAR PER BASSET

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED 
NSC/RMO PROFILE

TO: PRESIDENT

RECORD ID: 9504607 
RECEIVED: 15 JUN 95 11

FROM: SANCHEZ DE LOZADA, GONI DOC DATE: 11 MAY 95 
SOURCE REF:

KEYWORDS: BOLIVIA

PERSONS:

SUBJECT: THANK YOU LTR TO PRES FM PRES OF BOLIVIA RE END OF WWII

ACTION: APPROPRIATE ACTION 

STAFF OFFICER: BASSETT 

FILES: PA___________ NSCP:

DUE DATE: 19 JUN 95 STATUS: S 

LOGREF:

___________________ CODES:__________

FOR ACTION 
BASSETT

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 
BASS
FEINBERG
GRAY
SENS
SESTAK
SODERBERG

COMMENTS:
'0 t̂, 1 rt~ U

DISPATCHED BY DATE BY HAND W/ATTCH

OPENED BY: NSMEC CLOSED BY:

UNCLASSIFIED

DOC 1 OF 1



— 01— 01 THU 10:23 E CD I ii^io.r-1 E m kD a. s s -J W E C P . 0 2

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
BOLIVIA

La Paz
May 11, 1995

Dear Mr. President,

Fifty years ago, with the Allied victory over the Nazi 
forces, the most horrifying nightmare for humanity of the 
twentieth centry came to an end.

Millions of victims, countless material losses and a 
collective trauma difficult to surpass with the conflagration 
of the most extensive war in humanity in geographical terms, 
represented the tragic results of that totalitarian adventure 
which was generated by racial fanaticism.

Nevertheless, thanks to the joint efforts of the United 
States if America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and the 
former Soviet Union, it was possible to revert the tragic 
course of the events and liberate the subjected nations, begin 
their reconstruction and lay the foundations for a new and 
fruitful time of peace.

For this reason, Mr. President, I express to you on this 
historic commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
triumph of libert, the recognition of the Government and the 
people of Bolivia to your noble country whose contribution was 
fundamental for the achievement of the goal of world peace and 
security.

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton
President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C.
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PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
BOLIVIA

This singular opportunity also constitutes a priviledged 
moment for the international community to reaffirm its 
commitment to the highest principles of coexistence and human 
dignity.

I avail myself of this opportunity, Excellency, to renew 
to you the assurances of my highest consideration.

(signed)

Gonzalo SAnchez de Lozada 
President of the Republic 

of Bolivia



06 — ei—01 THU 10:30 Sol ioicLo EmbsoL W B C P . 0 4

^)fM(ln\c'u\ (if. fa Q^rptiffica

BOLIVIA

Palacio Quemado
La Paz, 11 dff mayo de 1995

Excelentfsimo seiior Piesidente:

Hace cincuenta aCios, con la victoria de los aliados sobre las fuerzas nazis, concfiiia la 
mAs espeluznante pesadilla que vivid la humanidad en el siglo vginte.

Decanas de millones de vfclimas. cuantiosas pdrdidas maieriales y el diffcilmente 
superable trauma colectivo de la conflagracidn bdlica mAs extendida de la humanidad en 
terminos geogrAficos, representaron los trAgicos resultados de aquella aventura totalitaiia 
generada por el fanalismo racial.

Sin embargo, gracias al esfuerzo conjunto de los Estados Unidos de AmArica, del Heino 
de Gran Bretaiia, y de la entonces Unidn Soviitica, fue ppsible revertir el trAgico curso 
de los acontecimientos, liberar a las naciones sometidas, emprender su reconstruccidn 
y sentar las bases de un nuevo y frucUfero liempo de paz.

Por ello, excelentfsimo seHor Presidente, hago llegar a usted en esta histotica 
conmemoracion del cincuentenatio del triunfo de la liberlad, el reconocimiento del 
Gobierno y el pueblo de Bolivia a su noble pals, cuya contribucion fue fundamental para 
el logro de la metn de la paz y la seguridad mundiales.

Excelentfsimo seiior
D. William Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos
de America
Washington. D.C.
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BOLIVIA

Esla singular opoilunidad, asimismo, sb constituyB en un momentophvilBgiadopam que 
la coniunidad inlBrnacional reafirme su compromiso con los m^s alios pnnapios de la 

convlvencia y la dignidad humana.

Con esie molivo: excelenllsimo seifor, rallllco a usled las expresiones de mi mds alia 

consideracidn.

V
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EMBASSY OF BOLIVIA 
3014 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008 
TEL. (202) 483-4410 FAX (202) 328-3712

DATE: MAY 31, 1995 EMBO FAX MO. 257-95
5 pages including cover

TO: MS. BETTY CURRIE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
1ST FLOOR, WEST WING
THE WHITE HOUSE

FAX NO.(202) 456-6703

FROM: ANDRES PETRICEVIC R. 
AMBASSADOR OF BOLIVIA

WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE ATTACHED LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OP BOLIVIA BE DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT CLINTON AT THE EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE CONVENIENCE. THE ORIGINAL WILL BE SENT THROUGH THE MAIL.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER.
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Presidential letter.to President Sanchez de Lozada of 
Bolivia, which was forwarded to you earlier today, July 3. 
The recommended'Changes are as follows:

-- delete the phrase "the extradition of Jose Faustino Rico 
Toro and" in paragraph 3; and

delete the last two sentences of .paragraph 4, and then 
combine paragraphs 4 and 5.

Kenneth C. Brill 
Executive Secretary
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Corrected Draft Letter



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DRAFT LETTER

Dear Mr. President:

I want to congratulate you and your government for the 

diligent efforts you have made in the fight against narcotics 

over the last few months. We have seen genuine progress on a 

number of key fronts, and we look forward to further 

strengthening cooperation between our countries in the coming 

months.

I particularly would like to extend my congratulations on 

your eradication efforts over the past several months, and I 

welcome your pledge to prevent new planting of illicit coca.

His Excellency

Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada,

President of the Republic of Bolivia, 

La Paz.
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Your success in exceeding the four-month eradication target 

of 1,750 hectares is impressive. This achievement should 

provide a firm foundation for eradication efforts after 

June 30 as you work toward your medium- and long-term 

eradication goals. The goal you have set for your country of 

eliminating coca cultivation for processing into cocaine is 

essential for the welfare of both the people of Bolivia and 

of my country. This will help to resolve the narcotics 

problem and will permit the concentration of all our 

cooperative efforts and resources on generating legitimate 

means of income and employment. Mr. President, you have 

charted a bold path for Bolivia's future development.

Through your strong leadership, I am confident that Bolivia 

will be in the vanguard, setting a strong example for the 

rest of the hemisphere.

I also would like to congratulate you on the June 27 

signing of the extradition treaty. Accomplishing this task 

demanded a great deal of hard work and political will on the 

part of your government. This effort helps to forge the 

close cooperation necessary to further our mutual goals. We 

should do everything necessary to ensure that the treaty is 

ratified as soon as possible.



We appreciate the renewed spirit of cooperation between 

Bolivia and the United States on the narcotics front, and we 

hope to see it continue. In this country we will continue to 

focus our efforts on programs that educate our citizens to 

the dangers inherent in drug consumption and that seek to 

reduce demand for illegal drugs. We are eager to see that 

your plan for coca eradication succeeds.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton
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U.S. Department of State 

Office of Language Services 
Translating Division

LSNo. 712150 
JF/HKE 
Spanish

Office of the President of the Republic of Bolivia

Palacio Quemado La Paz, October 30,1996

Mr. President:

As Your Excellency is aware, when the Heads of State and Government met in December 

1994 at the Miami Summit, we decided to meet again in Bolivia in 1996 at a Summit of the 

Americas on Sustainable Development.

In view of the successful intergovernmental consultation carried out on an agenda that 

will offer us the historic opportunity to define the visions we share and the actions we must take 

together in order to promote sustainable development in the Hemisphere, I am pleased to extend 

to Your Excellency once again an invitation to attend the Summit on December 7 and 8,1996, in 

the city of Santa Cruz de la Sierra. During the Summit, we will engage in a frank and

His Excellency
William J. Clinton,

President of the United States of America, 
Washington, D.C.



>■

-2-

open dialogue regarding our common problems, and we will solemnly sign the “Declaration of 

Santa Cruz de la Sierra” and the “Plan of Action,” which address the social, economic, and 

environmental aspects of our countries’ development in balanced fashion.

In the certainty that your personal support will be invaluable in helping us to face the new 

challenges of integration and will encourage a renewed desire for hemispheric cooperation, I 

look forward sincerely to having the honor of welcoming you most cordially to my country on 

December 7 and 8.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

[Signature]
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BOLIVIA

Palacio Quemado ' ' ,, , 
La Paz, 30 de octubre de 1996

Excelentisimo Senor Presidente:

Como es de conocimiento de Vuestra Excelencia, los Jefes de Estado y de 
Gobierno del Hemisferio, reunidos en la Cumbre de Miami en diciembre de 1994, 
decidinnos volver a reunirnos en 1996 en So//V/a en una Cumbre de las Americas sobre 
Desarrollo Sostenible.

Habiendose avanzado exitosamente en la concertacion intergubernamental de una 
agenda que nos brinda la oportunidad histdrica de definir visiones comunes y acetones 
conjuntas en la tarea de Impulsar el desarrollo sostenible en el Hemisferio, me es grato 
reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia la invitacidn a participar de dicha Cumbre los dtas 7 y 8 de 
diciembre proximo en la ciudad de Santa Cruz de la Sierra, donde dialogaremos franca 
y abiertamente sobre nuestros problemas comunes, y suscribiremos solemnemente la 
"Declaracion de Santa Cruz de la Sierra"y ei "Plan de Accion", que integran de manera 
equilibrada aspectos sociales, economicos y ambientales del desarrollo de nuestros 

paises.

Seguro de que Vuestro apoyo personal sera de un valor inestimable para encarar 
los nuevos desafios integracionistas e impulsara una voluntad renovada de cooperacion 
hemisferica, espero sinceramente tenet el honor de darle la mas cordial bienvenida en 
mi pais en las fechas serialadas.

Con este motivo, me valgo de la oportunidad para reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia 
las seguridades de mi mas alia y distinguida consideracion.

Al Excelentisimo senor 
D. Wiliiam J. Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de America 
Washington, D.C.

D notocopy Mi sc. Handwriting
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BOLIVIA
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Falacio Quernado
La Paz, 30 de octubre de 1996

Excelentfsimo Senor Presidente:

Como es de conocimlento de Vuestra Excelencia, los Jefos de Estado y de 
Gobierno del Hemisferio, reunidos en la Cumbre de Miami en diciembre de 1994. 
decidimos volver a reunirnos en 1996 en So//V/a en una Cumbre de las Americas sobre 

Desarroilo Sostenible.

Habiendose avanzado exitosamente en la concertacion intergubernamental de una 
agenda que nos brinda la oporiunidad historica de definir visiones comunes y acciones 
conjuntas en la (area de impulsar el desarroilo sostenible en el Hemisferio, me es grato 
reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia la invitacidn a participar de dicha Cumbre los di'as 7 y 8 de 
diciembre proximo en la ciudad de Santa Cruz de la Sierra, donde dialogaremos franca 
y abiertamente sobre nuestros problemas comunes, y suscribiremos solemnemente la 
''Declaracion de Santa Cruz de ia Sierra" y el "Plan de Accion", que integran de manera 
equilibrada aspectos sociales, economicos y ambientales del desarroilo de nuestros 
paises.

Seguro de que Vuestro apoyo personal sera de un valor inestimable para encarar 
los nuevos desafios integracionistas e impulsara una voluntad renovada de cooperacion 
hemisferica, espero sinceramente toner el honor de darle la mas cordial bienvenida en 
mi pais en las fechas sehaladas.

Con este motive, me valgo de la oportunidad para reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia 
las seguridades de mi mas alia y distinguida consideracion.

V
0

Al Excelentfsimo senor 
D. Wiliiam J. Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de America 
Washington. D.C.
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S/S 9621161
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520

January 6, 1997

Memorandum for:

Subject:

Mr. Andrew D. Sens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from

BRAZILIAN PRESIDENT FERNANDO HENRIQUE

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the

r. j ^ ^ „ . JANUARY 6, 1997
Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on.

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

y//Chi^, S/S-RMD 

Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053

pmdoc^prescor2.pm4
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COURTESY TRANSLATION

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC 
BOLIVIA

PALACIO QUEMADO 

La Paz, April 20, 1998
His Excellency 
William J. Clinton
President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C.

Mr. President:

I have the honor to direct myself to your Excellency, to bring 
forth our cordial encounter during the recent Summit of the Americas at 
Santiago de Chile, and to reaffirm the convictions and goals that are 
pursued by my Government with relation to our foremost problems.

I am convinced that many are the issues of interest in the 
countries of our continent and that the faith on our values, which gave 
origin to the republics in the Americas, persists. Also, as your 
Excellency knows, we are fighting for common goals, such as the one to 
safeguard the rights of people, guarantee their freedom and, obtain the 
wellbeing of our nations.

We are confronted with threats that awake our concern. Drug 
trafficking, is amongst the most dangerous, which threatens the stability 
of many countries, the health of our emerging youth, and the 
preservation of every nations basic institutions.

For the latter is that I share, your perception that we are gaining 
on this war against evil. War, which Bolivia leads with conviction and 
decisiveness. A war, that as you your Excellency affirmed, must be won 
to serve as example to the other nations that suffer this same ill. And, in 
the end, a war that Bolivia and the United States, as allies, will 
participate jointly with all its efforts and responsibilities.



My government is persuaded that its efforts will be backed with 
the cooperation of the United States of America. We as Bolivians are 
confident that once we have won this war, the benefits will be clearly 
evident. And that more of our efforts and resources will be destined to 
the development of our Nations. What’s more: the victory in the fight 
against the illegal traffic of drugs will have the effect to preserve the 
human rights of the enormous majority of the citizens which feel 
threatened permanently by the activities of the drug traffickers, and of 
the violence it promotes.

I avail of this opportunity, Mr. President, to renew to you the 
assurances of my highest consideration.

(signed)

Hugo Banzer Suarez



BOLIVIA

PALACIO QUEMADO,
La Paz, 20 de abril de 1998

Excelentisimo senor 

William J. Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de America 

Washington, D.C.

Senor Presidente:

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a Vuestra Excelencia, para 

recordar nuestro muy cordial encuentro en ocasion de la ultima 

Cumbre de las Americas celebrada en Santiago de Chile, y 

reafirmar las convicciones y metas que persigue mi Gobierno con 

relacidn a problemas que revisten la mayor importancia.

Estoy convencido de que son muchos los temas de interes para 

los paises del continente y que persiste nuestra fe en los valores que 

dieron origen a las republicas de America. Tambien, como Vuestra 

Excelencia sabe, estamos empehados en tareas comunes, como la de 

cuidar un sistema de vida que precautele la libertad, asi como el 

logro del bienestar para nuestros pueblos.

Estamos enfrentados a acechanzas que concitan nuestra 

preocupacidn. El narcotrdfico, se destaca como el mayor peligro 

para la estabilidad de muchos pueblos, para la salud de las 

juventudes emergentes y para la preservacion de las instituciones 

bdsicas de cada nacidn.

NAV 7:'



BOLIVIA

Por lo anterior es que comparto, Excelentisimo ‘seinpr, su 

percepcion de que se estd librando una guerra contra este mat. 
Guerra que Bolivia la lleva adelante con conviccion y con decision. 
Guerra en la que, como Vuestra Excelencia lo afirmo, debe ser 

ganada para ejemplo de los pueblos que estdn sufriendo el mismo 

mal Y, al fin, guerra en la que Bolivia y los Estados Unidos, como 

aliados, participen conjuntamente con todos sus e^uerzos y 

responsabilidades.

Mi gobiemo estd persuadido de que en su lucha contard con el 

respaldo y la cooperacion de los Estados Unidos de America. Los 

bolivianos tenemos la confianza de que al ganar esta guerra, los 

beneficios serdn evidentes. Habrd mayor disponibilidad de 

esfuerzos y recursos para destinarlos al desarrollo de nuestras 

naciones, buscando qfianzar el bienestar. Es mds: la victoria en la 

lucha contra el trdfico ilegal de drogas tendrd el efecto de preservar 

tambien los derechos humanos de la enorme mayoria de los 

ciudadanos que se sienten agredidos permanentemente por la 

actividad del narcotrdfico y por la secuela de violencia que esta 

promueve.

Sehor Presidente, le reitero con este motivo las seguridades de 

mi alta y distinguida consideracion.

D hotocopy M1sc. Handwriting
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DEPARTMENT FOR ARA/AND 
AID FOR LAC AND OFDA

E.O. 12958: N/A
TAGS: SENV, EAID, BL
SUBJECT; BANZER THANKS CLINTON FOR EARTHQUAKE AID

1. ON MAY 29, THE EMBASSY RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM 
PRESIDENT BANZER TO PRESIDENT CLINTON EXPRESSING BANZER'S PERSONAL 
APPRECIATION FOR THE AID PROVIDED TO EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS BY THE USG. 
THE ORIGINAL WILL BE POUCHED TO ARA/AND. BELOW IS AN UNOFFICIAL 
TRANSLATION OF THE LETTER.

2. BEGIN TEXT:
LA PAZ, 28 MAY 1998

MR. PRESIDENT AND FRIEND:

I WRITE YOUR EXCELLENCY TO EXPRESS MY SINCERE GRATITUDE FOR THE 
PROMPT AND EFFECTIVE AID WE RECEIVED FROM YOU AND OUR SISTER NATION 
WHICH WAS MOVED BY THE DISASTERS THAT HAVE CAUSED DESTRUCTION TO 
THE BETTER PART OF THE TOWNS OF AIQUILE AND TOTORA, FORCING THE 
BOLIVIAN FAMILY INTO MOURNING FOR THE LOSS OF NUMEROUS HUMAN LIVES.

THE TRAGEDY, WHOSE DIMENSIONS HAVE BEEN GREATER THAN BOLIVIA HAS 
EVER KNOWN, CALLED ON THE MAXIMUM FORCES OF MY GOVERNMENT TO ATTEND 
TO THE MOST IMPORTANT NEEDS OF THOSE AFFECTED.

FORTUNATELY, TO MEET THE MOST BASIC NEEDS (OF THOSE AFFECTED) I 
HAVE WITNESSED THE SOLIDARITY OF FRIENDLY NATIONS AND GOVERNMENTS 
THAT HAVE DELIVERED SWIFTLY AND WITHOUT DELAY THIS INVALUABLE AND 
EFFECTIVE AID IN THE FACE OF THIS DISASTER.

I HIGHLIGHT, ABOVE ALL, THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HELICOPTERS, 
TARPAULIN, WATER CONTAINERS, SPECIALIZED PERSONNEL AND FOOD THAT 
YOUR GOVERNMENT SAW FIT TO FURNISH TO HELP THE TOWNS AFFECTED BY 
THE EARTHQUAKE.

I REITERATE TO YOUR EXCELLENCY MY MOST PROFOUND GRATITUDE FOR YOUR 
NOBLE GESTURE OF SOLIDARITY AND RENEW TO YOU MY CONSIDERATION AND 
PERSONAL ESTEEM.

(SIGNED) HUGO BANZER

END TEXT.

HRINAK
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BOLIVIA

La Paz, 28 de mayo de 1998 
DGCE-515/98

Senor Presidente y Amigo:

Conmovido por los desastres naturales que han ocasionado la destruccion de gran 
parte de las poblaciones de Aiquile y Totora, enlutando la familia bolniana con la perdida 
de numerosas vidas humanas, me dirijo a Vuestra Excelencia para expresarle mi sincere 
agradecimiento por la pronta y efectiva ayuda recibida de parte suya y de esa hermana 
Nacion.

La tragedia, cuyas dimensiones han sido muy superiores a cuanto ha conocido 
Bolivia hasta ahora, compromete el maximo esfuerzo de mi gobiemo para atender las 
necesidades mas perentorias de los afectados.

Afortunadamente, en la atencion de esas necesidades piimarias he sido testigo de 
la solidaridad de naciones y gobiemos amigos, que han acudido sin demora para expresar 
sentimientos de apoyo ante el desastre ocurrido y para hacer efectiva ayuda invalorable.

Destaco sobremanera la importancia de los helicopteros, carpas, contenedores 
de agua, personal especializado y alimentos que el Gobiemo de Vuestra Excelencia ha 
tenido a bien proporcionar para el alivio de las poblaciones afectadas por el sismo.

Reitero a Vuestra Excelencia mi m^ profundo agradecimiento por su noble gesto 
solidario y le renuevo los sentimientos de mi consideracion y estima personal.

A1 Excelentisimo senor 
D. William J. Clinton 
PRESIDENTE DE LOS ESTADOS 
UNIDOS DE AMERICA 
Washington D.C. - Estados Unidos
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S/S 9810799

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520

June 18, 1998

Memorandum for:

Subject:

Mr. Glyn T. Davies 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from

BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT HUGO BANZER

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat pp ^^^E 19 , 1998 ^ 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

Ch^f, S/S-RMD 
Records Management Division 
[Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053
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SUBJECT: LETTER TO PRESIDENT CLINTON FROM BOLIVIAN 

PRESIDENT BANZER

REF: STATE 148243

1. THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT 
HUGO BANZER TO PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON WAS RECEIVED BY 
THE EMBASSY SEPTEMBER 10. THE SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL BE 
SENT BY POUCH TO THE WHITE HOUSE.

2. BEGIN EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF TEXT:

QUEMADO PALACE 
LA PAZ
SEPTEMBER 8, 1999

MR. PRESIDENT:

TWO WEEKS AGO I RECEIVED THE AMIABLE LETTER THAT YOUR 
EXCELLENCY SENT ME AND NOW I THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
EXPRESSION OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WORK THAT THE 
BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT IS ACCOMPLISHING IN DIVERSE FIELDS.

AS YOUR EXCELLENCY KNOWS, BOLIVIA HAS ACHIEVED NOTABLE 
SUCCESSES IN THE DIFFICULT FIGHT AGAINST ILLEGAL 
NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND PRODUCTION. IT DEMONSTRATES 
THAT WE HAVE ACTED WITH THE FIRM CONVICTION THAT IN 
THIS FIGHT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SHIRK RESPONSIBILITY 
AND THAT, ON THE CONTRARY, THE FIGHT SHOULD BE PURSUED 
CONSISTENTLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE, THAT IN ONE



WAY OR ANOTHER, ARE AFFECTED BY THESE ILLEGAL 
ACTIVITIES.

I AM CONVINCED, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT IT IS NECESSARY 
TO EXTEND THE MUTUAL COOPERATION BETWEEN BOLIVIA AND 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO MANY OTHER FIELDS,
BASED ON THE EXCELLENT RELATIONSHIPS THAT EXIST BETWEEN 
OUR GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLE. YOUR EXCELLENCY KNOWS THAT 
WE ARE TENACIOUS IN WORKING TO DIMINISH THE EXTREME 
POVERTY THAT AFFECTS BROAD SECTORS OF THE BOLIVIAN 
POPULACE. WE ARE CONVINCED THAT, FOR THIS, WE SHOULD 
CONTINUE GROWING ECONOMICALLY, IN SPITE OF THE SEVERE 
LIMITATIONS THAT ARE PRESENT THESE DAYS. HOWEVER, WE 
DO IT WITH DETERMINATION, SINCE TO RISE ABOVE POVERTY 
MEANS, AT THE SAME TIME, TO PROTECT DEMOCRACY, ITS 
INSTITUTIONS, AND FREEDOM. THAT ALSO IS THE FOCUS OF 
ALL OF OUR EFFORTS, ESPECIALLY IN THE TASK OF IMPROVING 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

AS WE DID IN THE SECOND CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAS,
LAST YEAR IN CHILE, IT WILL BE A PLEASURE FOR ME AGAIN 
TO MEET WITH YOUR EXCELLENCY IN ORDER TO CONTINUE 
EXCHANGING OPINIONS AND INITIATIVES THAT INTEREST OUR 
NATIONS.

REITERATING TO YOUR EXCELLENCY WORDS OF SUPPORT AND 
WISHES OF SUCCESS FROM THE GOVERNMENT I LEAD, PLEASE 
ACCEPT THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST AND MOST 
DISTINGUISHED CONSIDERATION AND PERSONAL AFFECTION.

WITH MY PERSONAL REGARDS,
H BANZER

END TEXT. 

HRINAK##
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

October 7, 1999

Memorandum for:

Subject:

Mr. Robert A. Bradtke 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton from
• f
Bolivian President Hugo Banzer

which is transmitted for your information. This correspondence was received in the 

Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on Oct. 1, 1999 ^ 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

Chief, S/S-RMD 
Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053
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r^OMES'

EL MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES Y CULTO
- Gabinete del Senor Ministro saluda muy atentamente a la 
HONORABLE EMBAJADA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE 
AMERICA, y tiene el agrado de remitir adjunta a la presente una nota 
que envia Su Excelencia el senor Presidente de la Republica, Gral. Hugo 

Banzer Suarez, a su homologo D. William Clinton.

EL MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES Y CULTO
- Gabinete del Senor Ministro al agradecer a esa Mision Diplomdtica 
hacer llegar la misma a su alto destinatario, hace propicia la 

oportunidad para reiterar a la HONORABLE EMBAJADA DE LOS 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA, las seguridades de su mas 
distinguida consideracion.

La Paz, 9 de septiembre de 1999
10 SET. 1999
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/
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V

X'J V.

Honorable
EMBAJADA DE LOS 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA
Presente.-
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BOLIVIA

PALACIO QUEMADO
La Paz, 8 de septiembre de 1999

Senor Presidente:

Hace dos semanas llego a mis manos la amable carta que 
Vuestra Excelencia me dirigio y que ahora agradezco per sus 

expresiones de aliento a la obra que el Gobierno de Bolivia realiza 
en diversos campos.

Como Vuestra Excelencia sabe, Bolivia ha logrado exitos 
notables en la dificil lucha contra la produccion y trafico de drogas 
ilicitas. Esto demuestra que hemos actuado con la firme conviccion 
de que en esta lucha no se puede claudicar y que, por el contrario, 
debe proseguirse consistentemente para beneficio de los pueblos 
que estan afectados, de una u otra manera, por estas actividades 
ilegales.

Estoy persuadido, por otra parte, que es necesario extender la 
cooperacion mutua entre Bolivia y los Estados Unidos de America a 
muchos otros campos, sobre la base de las excelentes relaciones 
de amistad que existen entre nuestros gobiernos y pueblos. Vuestra 
Excelencia conoce que estamos empehados en disminuir la 

extrema pobreza que aflige a vastos sectores de la poblacion 
boliviana. Estamos convencidos de que, para ello, debemos seguir 
creciendo economicamente, pese a las severas limitaciones que se 
presentan en esta coyuntura. Sin embargo lo hacemos con 
decision, puesto que salir de la pobreza significa, a la vez, proteger

Al Excelentisimo senor 

William Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de America 
Washington D.C.



BOLIVIA 2.

la democracia, sus instituciones y la libertad. Y en eso tambien 

estan dedicadas todas nuestras energias, especialmente en la tarea 
de mejorar la administracion de justicia.

Como lo hicimos en la II Cumbre de las Americas, realizada 
en Chile el aho pasado, me sera muy grato nuevamente reunirme 

con Vuestra Excelencia para seguir cambiando criterios e iniciativas 

que interesen a nuestras naciones.

Al reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia las expresiones de apoyo y 
sus deseos de exito para el Gobierno que preside, le expreso las 
seguridades de mi mas alta y distinguida consideracion y afecto 

personal.

/
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EL MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES Y CULTO
- Gabinete del Senor Ministro -, saluda muy atentamente a la 

HONORABLE EMBAJADA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE 
AMERICA, y tiene el agrado de remitir adjunta a la presente una nota 
que envla Su Excelencia el senor Presidente de la Republica, Gral. Hugo 

Banzer Suarez, a su homologo D. William Clinton.

EL MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES Y CULTO
- Gabinete del Seiior Ministro al agradecer a esa Mision Diplomdtica 
hacer llegar la misma a su alto destinatario, hace propicia la 

oportunidad para reiterar a la HONORABLE EMBAJADA DE LOS 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA, las seguridades de su mas 
distinguida consideraeidn.

La Paz, 9 de septiembre de 1999
10 SET. 1999

LdjSdd Honorable
EMBAJADA DE LOS 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA
Presente.-
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BOLIVIA

PALACIO QUEMADO
La Paz, 8 de septiembre de 1999

Senor Presidente:

Hace dos semanas llego a mis manos la amable carta que 
Vuestra Excelencia me dirigio y que ahora agradezco per sus 

expresiones de aliento a la obra que el Gobierno de Bolivia realiza 
en diversos campos.

Como Vuestra Excelencia sabe, Bolivia ha logrado exitos 
notables en la dificil lucha contra la produccion y trafico de drogas 
ilicitas. Esto demuestra que hemos actuado con la firme conviccion 
de que en esta lucha no se puede claudicar y que, por el contrario, 
debe proseguirse consistentemente para beneficio de los pueblos 
que estan afectados, de una u otra manera, por estas actividades 
ilegales.

Estoy persuadido, por otra parte, que es necesario extender la 
cooperacion mutua entre Bolivia y los Estados Unidos de America a 
muchos otros campos, sobre la base de las excelentes relaciones 
de amistad que existen entre nuestros gobiernos y pueblos. Vuestra 
Excelencia conoce que estamos empehados en disminuir la 

extrema pobreza que aflige a vastos sectores de la poblacion 

boliviana. Estamos convencidos de que, para ello, debemos seguir 
creciendo economicamente, pese a las severas limitaciones que se 
presentan en esta coyuntura. Sin embargo lo hacemos con 
decision, puesto que salir de la pobreza significa, a la vez, proteger

Al Excelentisimo senor 
William Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de America 
Washington D.C.
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la democracia, sus instituciones y la libertad. Y en eso taml&ien 

estan dedicadas todas nuestras energias, especialmente en la tarea 
de mejorar la administracion de justicia.

Como lo hicimos en la II Cumbre de las Americas, realizada 

en Chile el aho pasado, me sera muy grato nuevamente reunirme 

con Vuestra Excelencia para seguir cambiando criterios e iniciativas 

que interesen a nuestras naciones.

Al reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia las expresiones de apoyo y 
sus deseos de exito para el Gobierno que preside, le expreso las 
seguridades de mi mas alta y distinguida consideracion y afecto 

personal.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDUM

Date:

Reply to 
Attn of:

Subject:

October 13,1999

A/OPR/LS/T - Amy Krinsky Foster

LS No. 1000064-B

Communication No. 9918216 of September 8, from General Hugo 
Banzer Su^ez, President of the Republic of Bolivia, to Mr. William 
Jefferson Clinton, President of the United States of America

To: S/S-RMD-Mr. Charles Jackson

The imofficial translation that accompanied the above-mentioned communication 
has been compared in this Division and fovmd to have the same meaning as the original 
Spanish in all substantive respects.



U.S. Department of State 

Office of Language Services 
Translating Division

^9

LSNo. 1000064-A 
ALK/HKE 
Spanish

Republic of Bolivia

No. GMI-675-9623

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, Office of the Minister, presents its 

compliments to the U.S. Embassy and has the honor to transmit herewith a note from His 

Excellency Hugo Banzer Suarez, President of the Republic of Bolivia, to his counterpart. 

President William Clinton.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, Office of the Minister, would be grateful if 

the Embassy would forward this note to its distinguished addressee. [Complimentary close]

La Paz, September 9,1999 

[Initialed]

[Stamped: September 10,1999]

Enclosure

Embassy of the United States of America, 
La Paz.
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EL MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES ¥ CVLTO
- Gabinete del Senor Ministro -, saluda muy atentamente a la 
HONORABLE EMBAJADA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE 
AMERICA, y tiene el agrado de remitir adjunta a la presente una nota 

que envia Su Excelencia el seiior Presidente de la Republica, Gral. Hugo 

Banzer Suarez, a su homologo D. William Clinton.

EL MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES Y CULTO
- Gabinete del Senor Ministro al agradecer a esa Mision Diplomdtica 
hacer llegar la misma a su alto destinatario, hace propicia la 
oportunidad para reiterar a la HONORABLE EMBAJADA DE LOS 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA, las seguridades de su mas 
distinguida consideracion.

La Paz, 9 de septiembre de 1999
10 SET. 1999

\,
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Honorable
EMBAJADA DE LOS 

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA
Presente.-
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BOLIVIA

PALACIO QUEMADO
La Paz, 8 de septiembre de 1999

Senor Presidente:

Hace dos semanas llego a mis manos la amable carta que 
Vuestra Excelencia me dirigio y que ahora agradezco per sus 

expresiones de aliento a la obra que el Gobierno de Bolivia realiza 
en diversos campos.

Como Vuestra Excelencia sabe, Bolivia ha logrado exitos 

notables en la dificil lucha contra la produccion y trafico de drogas 
ilicitas. Esto demuestra que hemos actuado con la firme conviccion 
de que en esta lucha no se puede claudicar y que, por el contrario, 
debe proseguirse consistentemente para beneficio de los pueblos 
que estan afectados, de una u otra manera, por estas actividades 
ilegales.

Estoy persuadido, por otra parte, que es necesario extender la 
cooperacion mutua entre Bolivia y los Estados Unidos de America a 
muchos otros campos, sobre la base de las excelentes relaciones 
de amistad que existen entre nuestros gobiernos y pueblos. Vuestra 

Excelencia conoce que estamos empefiados en disminuir la 

extrema pobreza que aflige a vastos sectores de la poblacion 

boliviana. Estamos convencidos de que, para ello, debemos seguir 
creciendo economicamente, pese a las severas limitaciones que se 
presentan en esta coyuntura. Sin embargo lo hacemos con 
decision, puesto que salir de la pobreza significa, a la vez, proteger

Al Excelentisimo senor 

William Clinton
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de America 
Washington D.C.



BOLIVIA 2.

la democracia, sus instituciones y la libertad. Y en eso tambien 

estan dedicadas todas nuestras energias, especialmente en la tarea 
de mejorar la administracion de justicia.

Como lo hicimos en la II Cumbre de las Americas, realizada 
en Chile el aho pasado, me sera muy grato nuevamente reunirme 

con Vuestra Excelencia para seguir cambiando criterios e iniciativas 

que interesen a nuestras naciones.

Al reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia las expresiones de apoyo y 
sus deseos de exito para el Gobierno que preside, le expreso las 
seguridades de mi mas alta y distinguida consideracion y afecto 

personal.
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HUGO BANZER TO PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON WAS RECEIVED BY 
THE EMBASSY SEPTEMBER 10. THE SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL BE 
SENT BY POUCH TO THE WHITE HOUSE.

2. BEGIN EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF TEXT:

QUEMADO PALACE 
LA PAZ
SEPTEMBER 8, 1999

MR. PRESIDENT:

TWO WEEKS AGO I RECEIVED THE AMIABLE LETTER THAT YOUR 
EXCELLENCY SENT ME AND NOW I THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
EXPRESSION OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WORK THAT THE 
BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT IS ACCOMPLISHING IN DIVERSE FIELDS.

AS YOUR EXCELLENCY KNOWS, BOLIVIA HAS ACHIEVED NOTABLE 
SUCCESSES IN THE DIFFICULT FIGHT AGAINST ILLEGAL 
narcotics trafficking and production. it DEMONSTRATES 
THAT WE HAVE ACTED WITH THE FIRM CONVICTION THAT IN 
THIS FIGHT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SHIRK RESPONSIBILITY 
AND THAT, ON THE CONTRARY, THE FIGHT SHOULD BE PURSUED 
CONSISTENTLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE, THAT IN ONE



WAY OR ANOTHER, ARE AFFECTED BY THESE ILLEGAL 
ACTIVITIES.

I AM CONVINCED, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT IT IS NECESSARY 
TO EXTEND THE MUTUAL COOPERATION BETWEEN BOLIVIA AND 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO MANY OTHER FIELDS,
BASED ON THE EXCELLENT RELATIONSHIPS THAT EXIST BETWEEN 
OUR GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLE. YOUR EXCELLENCY KNOWS THAT 
WE ARE TENACIOUS IN WORKING TO DIMINISH THE EXTREME 
POVERTY THAT AFFECTS BROAD SECTORS OF THE BOLIVIAN 
POPULACE. WE ARE CONVINCED THAT, FOR THIS, WE SHOULD 
CONTINUE GROWING ECONOMICALLY, IN SPITE OF THE SEVERE 
LIMITATIONS THAT ARE PRESENT THESE DAYS. HOWEVER, WE 
DO IT WITH DETERMINATION, SINCE TO RISE ABOVE POVERTY 
MEANS, AT THE SAME TIME, TO PROTECT DEMOCRACY, ITS 
INSTITUTIONS, AND FREEDOM. THAT ALSO IS THE FOCUS OF 
ALL OF OUR EFFORTS, ESPECIALLY IN THE TASK OF IMPROVING 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

AS WE DID IN THE SECOND CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAS,
LAST YEAR IN CHILE, IT WILL BE A PLEASURE FOR ME AGAIN 
TO MEET WITH YOUR EXCELLENCY IN ORDER TO CONTINUE 
EXCHANGING OPINIONS AND INITIATIVES THAT INTEREST OUR 
NATIONS.

REITERATING TO YOUR EXCELLENCY WORDS OF SUPPORT AND 
WISHES OF SUCCESS FROM THE GOVERNMENT I LEAD, PLEASE 
ACCEPT THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST AND MOST 
DISTINGUISHED CONSIDERATION AND PERSONAL AFFECTION.

WITH MY PERSONAL REGARDS,
H BANZER

END TEXT. 

HRINAK##
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Alerting NSCS on Presidential Correspondence
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Bolivian President Hugo Banzer
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Records Management Division of the Executive Secretariat on Oct, 7, 1999 ^ 

A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

Chief, S/S-RMD
Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 
(202) 647-0053
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Records Management Division 
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WE WHITE HOUSE 

"'ASHinoton 
January 20, 2000

Dear Mr. President:

Arm^MeX^? ce^'t^rf """ ^he Waiter r . 

:: “
me also take •^gain my appreci^J^ °PPortunity to «

recovery"^ ' y°u a fuii

Sincerely,

His Excellency 
Hugo Banzer
D-^^ident Of the Republic of Boii^f,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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January 19, 2000
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^00 i3 PHb;b:2

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PR'b^IDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGE^^:^^^

SUBJECT: Letter to Bolivian President Hugo Banzer

Purpose

Wish President Banzer, who will be in town for back surgery at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center from January 19 to 23, a speedy 

recovery.

Background

Bolivia has been one of the success stories of Latin America, 
consolidating democracy and economic reform. It has also made 
notable progress in eliminating illegal coca production.

Banzer had back surgery at Walter Reed once before in 1991.

Your letter wishes him a speedy recovery and expresses your 
appreciation for his leadership.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachment
Tab A Letter to Bolivian President Hugo Banzer

cc: Vice President

PHOTOCOPY WJC



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

0383

January 19, 2000

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH:

FROM:

ARTURO A. VALENZUELA 

DALE R. AVERY

SUBJECT: Letter to President Banzer of Bolivia

Bolivian President Hugo Banzer will be at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center for back surgery tomorrow. The operation is 
expected to be fairly routine, although Banzer is 73 years old. 
Senior Director Arturo Valenzuela and State Acting Assistant • 
Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs Peter Romero plan to 
visit Banzer at the hospital. It would be ideal if.they could 
carry a get-well letter from the President.

The Government of Bolivia has been a good regional ally, but one 
that has felt slighted at times by our greater focus on Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela. Banzer's surgery represents 
an opportunity to show that we care about Bolivia. As such, we 
will also recommend a short POTUS phone call.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the .memorandum to the President at Tab I

Attachments
Tab I Action Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Letter to President Banzer
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER

SUBJECT: Letter to Bolivian President Hugo Banzer

Purpose

Wish President Banzer, who will be in town for back surgery at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center this week-, a speedy recovery.

Background

Bolivia has been one of the success stories of Latin America, 
consolidating democracy and economic reform. It has also made 
notable progress in eliminating illegal coca production.

Banzer had back surgery at Walter Reed once before in 1991.

Your letter wishes him a speedy recovery and expresses your 
appreciation for his leadership.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachment
Tab A Letter to Bolivian Pres::..dent Hugo Banzer

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. President:
iu.—
lAheard that you aro ia- : ('lOT.

LuwA Uor surgeryr^at-fciCc.
Walter Reed Army Medical Center^and want^ 
you to know that I thinking about you.

Let me also take this opportunity to express 
again my appreciation for your leadership and 
for our countries' strong bilateral ties.
You are building an important and admirable 
legacy through your efforts to consolidate 
Bolivian democracy, strengthen its economy, 
and eliminate illegal coca production.

Hillary and I wish you aj^speedy recovery.

Sincerely,

His Excellency^I^go Banzer -Btiaroa*^ 

President of the Republic of Bolivia 
<^alter Reed Army Medical Centerl 
’'Washington, 203 07 “I— . /r\o

/vs.0



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

(^or surger^at-t^

Dear Mr. President:

. lAheard that you ajfo ir^-^'awn 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center^and wantaSl 
you to know that I thinking about you.

Let me also take this opportunity to express 
again my appreciation for your leadership and 
for our countries' strong bilateral ties.
You are building an important and admirable 
legacy through your efforts to consolidate 
Bolivian democracy, strengthen its economy, 
and eliminate illegal coca production.

Hillary and I wish you a^speedy recovery.

Sincerely,

..

His Excellency/^^go Banzer -Quar-eg- 
President of the Republic of Bolivia 

<^^alter Reed Army Medical Cent,ef^_ 
Slashing ton. Dp* 2 03 07 r'
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La Paz, January 28, 2000
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Dear Mr. President:

Returning to my country, I do not want to go long without 
answering your considerate letter and telephone call to me at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center when you thoughtfully wished me a 
speedy recovery. The ailment fortunately did not need surgery 
and I am fully recovered. At the same time, I would like to send 
my sincere gratitude through you to your wife for her concern for 
my health.

When in government, Mr. President, it is very difficult to judge 
oneself. Therefore, it is necessary to hear from the opposition, 
the media, the public, and from supporters, in order to be able 
to make an objective assessment of how one is doing in governing. 
In this sense, believe me that I give the greatest weight to your 
evaluation of my Administration, when, in your letter, you refer 
to our countries' strong bilateral ties, and the legacy that we 
are building to consolidate Bolivian democracy, strengthen its 
economy, and eliminate illegal coca production.

In reference to this last point, illegal coca production, I would 
like to reiterate our will and determination to complete this 
effort during this administration, as I announced when I took 
office as Chief of State in 1997. And, if previous governments 
were not able to make progress in eradication for numerous 
reasons, we are doing it out of conviction and our own willpower. 
We are convinced that each coca plant that we tear out is one 
life saved. If we eradicate thousands of hectares, it will be 
thousands of young and useful lives that will be saved in 
Bolivia, the United States, and all around the world.

But the fight against drug trafficking, as you well know Mr. 
President, cannot be won through isolated efforts. Because of 
the multifaceted aspects and unknown factors in the war on drugs, 
we hope to be certain of steady and ever broader support from 
your government within a framework of fully-shared and mutually- 
beneficial responsibility.

I am confident we will have an opportunity in the future to 
directly talk about the ideals and objectives that we jointly 
advance in order to deepen democratic values. I would like to 
reiterate my appreciation for your expressions of concern and 
send you my best regards.

Hugo Banzer Suarez

4. (U) End text.
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BOLIVIA

La Paz, 28 de Enero de 2000

Al Excelentisimo senor 
Dn. William J. Clinton
PRESIDENTE DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 
DE NORTE AMERICA 
Washington D.C.
U.S.A.

1^50

Excelentisimo Senor Presidente:

De regreso a mi pais, no deseo dejar pasar el tiempo sin contestar su 
amable carta, ni tampoco dejar de agradecerle por la llamada telefonica que me 
hizo al Centro Medico Militar Walter Reed, en Washington, cuando de manera 
tan afectuosa me alento deseandome un rapido restablecimiento de una 
dolencia que no necesito, afortunadamente, de intervencidn quirurgica y de la 
que estoy plenamente recuperado. Le envio por su intermedio, asimismo, mi 
sincero agradecimiento a su esposa que tambien se intereso por mi salud.

Sucede que cuando se esta en funcion de gobierno, senor Presidente, 
es muy dificil juzgarse a si mismo y por lo tanto es necesario oir a la oposicion, 
la prensa, el comentario publico y a los propios partidarios, para hacer una 
evaluacidn objetiva de lo que se esta haciendo como gobernante. En este 
sentido, creame que le he dado la mayor importancia a sus apreciaciones 
sobre mi Administracion, cuando, en su carta, se refiere a los fuertes lazos que 
existen entre nuestros dos palses y al legado que estamos construyendo con 
esfuerzo para consolidar la democracia en Bolivia, mejorar su economia, y 
eliminar la produccidn ilegal de coca.

Sobre este ultimo punto - el de la coca excedente - quiero reiterarle 
nuestra decidida voluntad de concluir con ese empeho durante la presente 
gestidn, como lo anuncie en cuanto asumi mis funciones de Jefe de Estado en 
1997. Y le expreso que si los anteriores gobiernos no pudieron avanzar en 
materia de erradicacion, por diversos motivos, nosotros lo estamos haciendo 
por conviccion y voluntad propia, seguros de que cada planta de coca que 
arrancamos, es una vida que salvamos, y que si son miles de hectareas las 
erradicadas, serdn miles de vidas jovenes y utiles las que se preservaran en 
Bolivia, estados Unidos, y en el Mundo entero.
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Pero la lucha contra el narcotrafico, como usted bien lo sabe senor 
Presidente, no puede consoHdarse con el esfuerzo aislado, por sus multiples 
connotaciones y oscuros intereses, por lo que esperamos, con toda seguridad 
un firme y cada vez mas amplio respaldo de su gobierno en el marco de una 
responsabilidad plenamente compartida y de mutua conveniencia.

En la seguridad de que tendremos la oportunidad en el future para 
conversar directamente sobre los ideates y objetivos que alentamos 
conjuntamente en el proposito de profundizar los valores democraticos. Le 
reitero mi reconocimiento por sus muestras de afecto y le hago llegar mis mas 
cordiales saludos.
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BOLIVIA

La Paz, 28 de Enero de 2000

Al Excelentisimo senor 
Dn. William J. Clinton
PRESIDENTE DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 
DE NORTE AMERICA 
Washington D. C.
U,S.A.

Excelentisimo Senor Presidente:

U50

De regreso a mi pais, no deseo dejar pasar el tiempo sin contestar su 
amable carta, ni tampoco dejar de agradecerle por la llamada telefonica que me 
hizo al Centro Medico Militar Walter Reed, en Washington, cuando de manera 
tan efectuosa me alento deseandome un rapido restablecimiento de una 
dolencia que no necesito, afortunadamente, de intervencion quirurgica y de la 
que estoy plenamente recuperado. Le envio por su intermedio, asimismo, mi 
sincero agradecimiento a su esposa que tambien se intereso por mi salud.

Sucede que cuando se esta en funcion de gobierno, senor Presidente, 
es muy dificil juzgarse a si mismo y por lo tanto es necesario oir a la oposicidn, 
la prensa, el comentarlo publico y a los propios partidarios, para hacer una 
evaluacidn objetiva de lo que se esta haciendo como gobernante. En este 
sentido, creame que le he dado la mayor importancia a sus apreciaciones 
sobre mi Administracion, cuando, en su carta, se refiere a los fuertes lazos que 
existen entre nuestros dos palses y al legado que estamos construyendo con 
esfuerzo para consolidar la democracia en Bolivia, mejorar su economia, y 
eliminar la produccion ilegal de coca.

Sobre este ultimo punto - el de la coca excedente - quiero relterarle 
nuestra decidida voluntad de concluir con ese empeho durante la presente 
gestion, como lo anuncie en cuanto asumi mis funciones de Jefe de Estado en 
1997. Y le expreso que si los anterlores goblernos no pudleron avanzar en 
materia de erradicacion, por diversos motivos, nosotros lo estamos haciendo 
por conviccion y voluntad propia, seguros de que cada planta de coca que 
arrancamos, es una vida que salvamos, y que si son miles de hectareas las 
erradicadas, seran miles de vidas jovenes y utiles las que se preservaran en 
Bolivia, estados Unidos, y en el Mundo entero.



BOLIVIA
1 t

■ '■

Pero la lucha contra el narcotrafico, como usted bien lo sabe senor 
Presidente, no puede consolidarse con el esfuerzo aislado, por sus multiples 
connotaciones y oscuros intereses, por lo que esperamos, con toda seguridad 
un firme y cada vez mas amplio respaldo de su gobierno en el marco de una 
responsabilidad plenamente compartida y de mutua conveniencia.

En la seguridad de que tendremos la oportunidad en el future para 
conversar directamente sobre los ideates y objetivos que alentamos 
conjuntamente en el proposito de profundizar los valores democraticos. Le 
reitero mi reconocimiento por sus muestras de afecto y le hago llegar mis mas 
cordiales saludos.

uarez

D notocopy Mi sc. Handwriting
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La Pdz, December 20Ut, 2000

Dear Mr. President:

In respoftfe to your letter of December J 3''', J appreciate your kind Words regtirding 
the success we haue had In elimwaling coca eulUvaiion m the Chapar^^ region. As you so 
graciously note. m>b have worked diligently to reach this milestone ard we are exUemely 
proud that in aiiatning this goal, our progress has also benefited your people and the 
global community. I would be remiss not to mention that your strong support and 
encouragement played a mgjor role in our achia\Ksment.

With our success have also come great challenges. We must now face the prospect 
ofjhitling v^tjy.v to provide for thn.'ic who were engaged in coca cultivation. This is another 
important objective of the Dignity Plan, and one that we will undertake with as much 
enthusiasm and energ}> as the exhibited in our campaign to remccfe Bolivia frt. >n the 
intematianid coca-cocaine xtirntit. We are determined to bring prosperity and a secure 
future to the people and arms that were once engaged in. and ultima:ely were the victims 
the drug trafficking business.

iL has bmn a pleasure and honor to work wilfi you on this and other tsiucs of 
mutual eor cern. Your leadership has been valued and appreciated acra.s.^ the glohct. You 
have a .standing invirariow to visit Bolivia ai any time, and I sincerely hope to hrve the 
opportanit}! to thatikyou personally for your strong support andfrieruLihip to my country.

DE022 3n7
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As WR approach ihe end af the year, my countrymen <mdT, w^hyou anf. y'ovr family c safe 
and happy holiday season and M^c extend our best for a successful ano. produci^e fviur^ 
katfut^e -.e are Oertain. hcUL great things fov you and the newly elected Senator li Jlary

R. Clinton.

With warm personal regards,

The President
The White House

Washington. DC
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Embassy op Boi-Ivia
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The EMBASSY OF BOLIVIA presents its compliments [o The Officii of the 

Executive Secretary, National Security Council, and has the honor to request to 

forward the attached letter from President Hugo Banzer Suarez to His Excellency 

William J. Clinton, President of the United States of America.

The EMBASSY OF BOLIVIA avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 

the Office of the Executive Secretary, National Security Office, the assurances of its 

highest consideration.

December 20, 2000

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Enc: Letter of the President of Bolivia


