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PREC: IMMEDIATE
CLASS: UNCLASSIFIED
LINE1l: OAAUZYUW RUEHBLAO168 1911442-UUUU--RHEHARX.
LINE2: ZNR UUUUU ZZH
LINE3: O 091441Z JUL 96
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ORIG: AMCONSUL BELFAST

TO: RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8760

INFO: RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY LONDON 8259
RUEHDL/AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 5977
RUEHED/AMCONSUL EDINBURGH 3261

SUBJ: DRUMCREE STAND-OFF ENTERS THIRD DAY AFTER

SECOND NIGHT OF PROVINCE-WIDE DEMONSTRATIONS

TEXT:
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BELFAST 0168

NSC FOR SODERBERG/PETERS

E.O0. 12958: N/A

TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PINS, PHUM, ASEC, PTER, CASC, UK, EI
SUBJECT: DRUMCREE STAND-OFF ENTERS THIRD DAY AFTER

SECOND NIGHT OF PROVINCE-WIDE DEMONSTRATIONS

REF: BELFAST 0166 AND PREVIOUS

1. SUMMARY: AS THE DRUMCREE STAND-OFF BETWEEN
THE POLICE AND THE ORANGE ORDER CONTINUES,
VIOLENCE FLARED IN VARIOUS PARTS OF NORTHERN
TRELAND FOR A SECOND NIGHT. UNIONIST LEADERS
TRIMBLE, PAISLEY AND MCCARTNEY HAVE DECIDED THEY
WILL NOT RETURN TO TALKS AT STORMONT UNTIL
DRUMCREE IS "RESOLVED." FEARS ARE MOUNTING THAT
THE KILLING OF A CATHOLIC TAXI DRIVER MAY SIGNAL

THE END OF THE LOYALIST CEASE-FIRE. END SUMMARY.

2. THERE WERE INTERMITTENT BUT WIDESPREAD

DISTURBANCES IN NORTHERN IRELAND DURING THE NIGHT

OF JULY 8 AS THE "SIEGE OF DRUMCREE" ENTERED ITS

THIRD DAY. SEVERAL CATHOLIC FAMILIES WERE FORCED

TO FLEE THEIR HOMES AS RIOTING ERUPTED IN THE
OLDPARK DISTRICT OF NORTH BELFAST. A CATHOLIC
SCHOOL IN THE BALLYSILLAN DISTRICT OF NORTH
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BELFAST WAS BADLY DAMAGED BY FIRE. CARS WERE SET
ALIGHT IN THE EAST OF THE CITY. OTHER AREAS
INCLUDING COLERAINE, NEWTOWNARDS, AND LURGAN
BECAME NO-GO AREAS AS BARRICADES WERE ERECTED.
MAIN ROADS WERE BLOCKED BY PROTESTORS - THE MAIN
BELFAST TO DUBLIN ROAD WAS CLOSED FOR A TIME, AS
WAS THE ROAD TO THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT WHEN IT
WAS BLOCKED BY A CROWD OF UP TO 1,000 LOYALISTS.
TRAVELLERS TRYING TO CATCH PLANES HAD TO LEAVE
THEIR CARS ON THE ROADSIDE AND RUN FOR THEIR
FLIGHTS. THE PORT OF LARNE WAS CLOSED AFFECTING
FERRY TRAFFIC AND RAIL SERVICES WERE DISRUPTED BY
PHONED BOMB WARNINGS. ALL TOGETHER THERE WERE
OVER TWENTY ARRESTS AND EIGHT PEOPLE WERE
INJURED.

3. ONE OF THE FEW AREAS WHICH WAS CALM WAS
DRUMCREE ITSELF. THE ORANGEMEN, WHO WERE AGAIN
JOINED BY THOUSANDS OF SUPPORTERS, WERE KEPT
INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS PROVINCE-WIDE. THEY
SPENT A PEACEFUL NIGHT; HEAVY RAIN DID NOT DETER
THEIR SPIRITS, AND THE SINGING DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST
M.P., REV. WILLIAM MCCREA ENTERTAINED THEM.
HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO HINT OF ANY COMPROMISE ON
THEIR INSISTENCE THAT THE POLICE PERMIT THEM TO
MARCH DOWN A ROAD THROUGH A NATIONALIST AREA.
ULSTER UNIONIST LEADER DAVID TRIMBLE SAID, "THERE
IS ABSOLUTELY NO CHANGE IN THE DETERMINATION
HERE. INDEED, IF ANYTHING, THE DEGREE OF SUPPORT
AND THE QUANTITY OF SUPPORT LAST NIGHT HAS
ENCOURAGED THEM." HIS PARTY COLLEAGUE, JEFFREY
DONALDSON, PUT THE BLAME FOR THE DISTURBANCES
SQUARELY ON THE CHIEF CONSTABLE. "WE'RE SAYING,
DON'T BLAME US, BLAME THE RUC." UK UNIONIST ROBERT
MCCARTNEY, WHO WAS ALSO AT DRUMCREE, OPINED,
"IT'S A SAD DAY FOR THE RUC THAT UNDER THE
DIRECTION OF INCOMPETENT DONKEYS LIKE THE CHIEF
CONSTABLE, THEY SHOULD BE PLACED IN THIS
SITUATION."

4. FAMILIES OF POLICEMEN ON DUTY AT DRUMCREE HAVE
VOICED THEIR COERN FOR THEIR SAFETY. MANY
OFFICERS ARE LOCAL AND ARE WELL KNOWN TO THE
ORANGEMEN. SEVERAL POLICE FAMILY MEMBERS

CALLED A LOCAL NEWSPAPER TO SPEAK OF THREATS

THEY HAD RECEIVED.

5. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MAINSTREAM UNIONIST
PARTIES HAVE INDICATED THEY WILL NOT BE RETURNING
TO THE TALKS CHAIRED BY SENATOR MITCHELL UNTIL
THE DRUMCREE SITUATION IS RESOLVED. AN ULSTER
UNIONIST PARTY MEMBER SAID, "WE WILL BE TELLING MR.
MITCHELL THAT WE THINK WE WOULD BE BETTER
EMPLOYED AT THE MOMENT IN OTHER PARTS OF

NORTHERN IRELAND TRYING TO DEFUSE THE PRESENT
DANGEROUS SITUATION." THE DEMOCRATIC UNIONISTS
AND THE UK UNIONISTS WILL ALSO STAY AWAY FROM THE
TALKS. HOWEVER, GARY MCMICHAEL OF THE ULSTER



F:\Cable\Data_Source\Cables\CD020\JUL96\MSGS\M2306462.html Page 3 of 4

SECT:

SSN:

TOR:

DIST:

DEMOCRATIC PARTY CONFIRMED HE WOULD ATTEND THE
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 BELFAST 0168

NSC FOR SODERBERG/PETERS

E.O0. 12958: N/A
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PINS, PHUM, ASEC, PTER, CASC, UK, EI
SUBJECT: DRUMCREE STAND-OFF ENTERS THIRD DAY AFTER

SECOND NIGHT OF PROVINCE-WIDE DEMONSTRATIONS

REF: BELFAST 0166 AND PREVIOUS

TALKS. HE SAID, "I STILL BELIEVE IT IS NECESSARY FOR
DIALOGUE TO TAKE PLACE IN SOME FORM AND I WOULD
HOPE THAT THE DIALOGUE WILL CONTINUE AT

STORMONT. WE WILL BE AT STORMONT TOMORROW."

THE SDLP'S MARK DURKAN CRITICISED THE UNIONIST
DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM THE TALKS. HE SAID THE
PUBLIC WOULD NOT WANT TO SEE THE POLITICAL

PROCESS DISPLACED OR ABANDONED. DURKAN ASKED

WHAT WAS THE ALTERNATIVE TO POLITICAL TALKS - WAS
IT SHOUTING IN THE STREETS, OR WORSE STILL SHOOTING
IN THE STREETS?

6. THE MURDER OF THE 31 YEAR OLD TAXI DRIVER,
MICHAEL MCGOLDRICK, WHO WAS SHOT DEAD IN HIS
VEHICLE IN THE EARLY HOURS OF JULY 8, HAS RAISED
FEARS THAT THE LOYALIST CEASE-FIRE IS IN JEOPARDY.
THE KILLING HAPPENED JUST A FEW MILES FROM
DRUMCREE, AND WHILE POLICE HAVE STATED THAT THEY
ARE KEEPING AN OPEN MIND ON THE KILLING, IT BEARS
ALL THE HALLMARKS OF MID-ULSTER PARAMILITARIES
WHO ARE KNOWN TO BE UNHAPPY ABOUT RECENT
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. THE KILLING HAS BEEN
CONDEMNED BY MANY UNIONIST POLITICIANS.

7. ADVICE TO U.S. CITIZENS: IF THE PATTERN OF ROAD
CLOSURES AND DEMONSTRATIONS CONTINUES,

TRAVELLERS TO, FROM AND IN NORTHERN IRELAND MAY
FACE SOME DISRUPTION. WE RECOMMEND THEY STAY IN
TOUCH WITH THE CONSULATE OR CALL A POLICE TRAVEL-
LINE WHICH PROVIDES UP TO DATE INFORMATION. THAT
NUMBER IS 01232-700294.

STEPHENS

SECTION: 01 OF 02
<"SECT>SECTION: 02 OF 02
0le8

<"SSN>0168

960709110807 M2306462
<~"TOR>960709111205 M2306473

SIT: COQ HARMON LAKEA PETERS SUM SUM2 VERSHBOW
SIT: NSC
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TEXT:
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UNCLASSIFIED
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ZNR UUUUU ZZH

O 101629Z JUL 96

FM AMCONSUL BELFAST

RUEHBL

1016292 JUL 96

AMCONSUL BELFAST

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8763

RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY LONDON 8262
RUEHDL/AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 5980
RUEHED/AMCONSUL EDINBURGH 3264

VIOLENCE CONTINUES ON THE STREETS OF NORTHERN

IRELAND AS THE DRUMCREE STAND-OFF ENTERS THE FOURTH DAY

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BELFAST 0170
SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

E.O0. 12958: N/A
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PINS, PTER, ASEC, PHUM, UK, EI
SUBJECT: VIOLENCE CONTINUES ON THE STREETS OF NORTHERN

IRELAND AS THE DRUMCREE STAND-OFF ENTERS THE FOURTH DAY

REF: BELFAST 168 AND PREVIOUS

1. SUMMARY: INTERMITTENT STREET VIOLENCE ERUPTED IN
MANY LOYALIST AREAS OF NORTHERN IRELAND FOR THE THIRD
SUCCESSIVE NIGHT AS THE "SIEGE OF DRUMCREE" CONTINUES.
UNIONIST AND ORANGE ORDER LEADERS MET THE PRIME
MINISTER ON JULY 9. ULSTER UNIONIST LEADER DAVID TRIMBLE
HAS SUGGESTED A MEETING WITH CHURCH LEADERS, INCLUDING
THE CATHOLIC PRIMATE, CATHAL DALY, IN AN EFFORT TO
RESOLVE THE SITUATION. THERE ARE HINTS THAT A
COMPROMISE ALLOWING ORANGEMEN TO MARCH IN DRUMCREE
UNDER CONDITIONS SIMILAR TO LAST YEAR, ALONG WITH A NEW
COMMISSION TO DEAL WITH FUTURE PARADES, MIGHT BE IN THE
WORKS. HOWEVER, THE "THUG" ELEMENT IN THE NIGHTLY
STREET VIOLENCE IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY BRAZEN AS
POLICE RESOURCES ARE STRETCHED. WITHOUT SOME
RESOLUTION IN DRUMCREE BEFORE THURSDAY EVENING, THE
SPIRAL OF VIOLENCE WILL REACH VERY DANGEROUS LEVELS.
END SUMMARY.
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2. THERE WAS SPORADIC STREET VIOLENCE FOR THE THIRD
SUCCESSIVE NIGHT IN MANY LOYALIST AREAS OF NORTHERN
IRELAND. IN BELFAST, OVER 2,000 ORANGEMEN TOOK PART IN A
MARCH THROUGH THE CITY CENTER WHICH BECAME VIOLENT AS
POLICE BLOCKED THE MARCHERS' PROPOSED ROUTE TOWARDS

THE GROSVENOR ROAD. GANGS OF YOUTHS PELTED POLICE WITH
STONES AND BOTTLES. THERE WAS TROUBLE IN NORTH BELFAST,
WITH A FACTORY SET ALIGHT IN THE LIGONIEL AREA AND
REPORTS OF GUNFIRE NEAR THE NATIONALIST ARDOYNE
ENCLAVE. SEVERAL CATHOLIC FAMILIES LIVING IN THE
NEWINGTON AREA OF NORTH BELFAST LEFT THEIR HOMES 1IN
HASTE CLAIMING THEY HAD BEEN INTIMIDATED BY LOYALISTS.
IN PROTESTANT EAST BELFAST A CAR SHOWROOM WAS DAMAGED
BY FIRE AND CARS WERE SET ALIGHT. ONE OF THE MAIN ROUTES
INTO THE CENTER OF THE CITY FROM THE EAST - THE
NEWTOWNARDS ROAD - WAS STILL CLOSED DURING THE

MORNING RUSH-HOUR ON JULY 10. POLICE FIRED PLASTIC
BULLETS IN RICHHILL, COUNTY ARMAGH AFTER BEING ATTACKED
BY A CROWD WHEN THEY ATTEMPTED TO CLEAR THE ARMAGH TO
PORTADOWN ROAD WHICH HAD BEEN BLOCKED BY PROTESTORS.

IN DERRY CITY, A CROWD OF ORANGEMEN, LED BY THE CITY'S
UNIONIST MAYOR, BLOCKED THE CRAIGAVON BRIDGE FOR A
TIME.

3. TROUBLE ALSO FLARED BRIEFLY AT DRUMCREE DURING THE
EVENING OF JULY 9, WHERE THE NUMBERS OF ORANGEMEN WERE
SWELLED BY THOUSANDS OF SUPPORTERS. AROUND 9 P.M. A
CROWD OF ORANGEMEN MOVED INTO A FIELD AND MANAGED TO
BREACH THE BARBED WIRE FENCING IN PLACES. THE CROWD
EVENTUALLY DISPERSED AFTER POLICE FIRED POLICE FIRED
PLASTIC BULLETS. SEVERAL ARRESTS WERE MADE.

4. UNIONIST LEADERS DAVID TRIMBLE, IAN PAISLEY AND ROBERT
MCCARTNEY MET PRIME MINISTER MAJOR TO TRY TO PERSUADE

HIM TO REVERSE THE CHIEF CONSTABLE'S DECISION TO BAN THE
DRUMCREE PARADE. MAJOR INSISTED HOWEVER, THAT HE FULLY
SUPPORTED THE DECISION. TRIMBLE SAID AFTER THE MEETING
THAT IT WAS "ESSENTIAL" THAT A WAY FORWARD WAS FOUND IN
THE NEXT 48 HOURS. HE CONTINUED, "THE PROBLEM IS HOW TO
FIND A WAY FORWARD WHEN AT PRESENT THERE ISN'T ANYONE

IN THE NATIONALIST AREA TO DEAL WITH. . .WHAT WE HAVE TO
DO IS FIND SOMEONE ON THE NATIONALIST SIDE WE CAN TALK
TO." TRIMBLE SAID HE WOULD BE HAPPY TO MEET WITH THE

LEADERS OF THE FOUR MAIN CHURCHES, INCLUDING CARDINAL
CATHAL DALY " TO SEE IF WE CAN FIND A WAY FORWARD IN
THIS." PAISLEY VOICED HIS FEAR THAT IF THE SITUATION AT
DRUMCREE WAS NOT RESOLVED BEFORE THE TWELFTH OF JULY
(THE DAY WHEN ORANGEMEN COMMEMORATE THE 1690 VICTORY

OF PRINCE WILLIAM OF ORANGE OVER KING JAMES OF ENGLAND,
AND THE MOST IMPORTANT DAY OF THE ORANGE CALENDAR),
THAT TENS OF THOUSANDS OF ORANGEMEN WOULD CONVERGE

ON DRUMCREE AFTER THEIR OWN PARADES END AND THAT THE
CONSEQUENCES COULD BE DISASTROUS.

5. THE LEAD ARTICLE IN THE PRO-UNIONIST "NEWSLETTER" OF
JULY 10 POINTED OUT THAT BRENDAN MCKENNA, THE

SPOKESMAN FOR THE GARVAGHY ROAD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION,
THE NATIONALIST RESIDENTS OPPOSED TO THE MARCH, WAS
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CONVICTED AND JAILED FOR HIS PART IN THE IRA BOMBING OF
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 BELFAST 0170

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

E.O0. 12958: N/A
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PINS, PTER, ASEC, PHUM, UK, EI
SUBJECT: VIOLENCE CONTINUES ON THE STREETS OF NORTHERN

IRELAND AS THE DRUMCREE STAND-OFF ENTERS THE FOURTH DAY

REF: BELFAST 168 AND PREVIOUS

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB AT PORTADOWN 15 YEARS AGO.
THE INVOLVEMENT OF SINN FEIN AND IRA MEMBERS LIKE
MCKENNA AND GERRY KELLY, A LEADING SINN FEIN MEMBER

WHO WAS ARRESTED DURING A PROTEST AGAINST AN ORANGE
MARCH SOME WEEKS AGO, UNDERLINES UNIONIST SUSPICIONS
THAT THESE PROTESTS ARE MANIPULATED BY REPUBLICANS FOR
THEIR OWN ENDS. THE PAPER CALLED FOR MODERATE
NATIONALISTS TO "REACH OUT ...AND WORK OUT SOME FORM OF
COMMONSENSE AGREEMENT" WITH THEIR UNIONIST NEIGHBORS.

6. SPECULATION THAT THE LOYALIST CEASE-FIRE HAS COLLAPSED
CONTINUES BUT SOURCES CLOSE TO THE LOYALIST
PARAMILITARIES INSIST THAT, WHILE THE CEASE-FIRE IS UNDER
PRESSURE, IT REMAINS INTACT. GARY MCMICHAEL OF THE
ULSTER DEMOCRATIC PARTY STRENUOUSLY DENIED THAT EITHER
THE ULSTER DEFENSE ASSOCIATION OR THE ULSTER FREEDOM
FIGHTERS WERE RESPONSIBLE. "I CAN SPEAK CONFIDENTLY AND
SAY THAT THEY WERE NOT INVOLVED IN THIS MURDER," HE SAID.
MCMICHAEL HAD ORIGINALLY SAID THAT HIS PARTY WOULD
CONTINUE TO ATTEND THE TALKS, BUT HAS NOW JOINED WITH
OTHER UNIONIST PARTIES IN NOT PARTICIPATING IN THE
STORMONT TALKS UNTIL THE DRUMCREE ISSUE IS RESOLVED. IN
DISCUSSIONS WITH CONOFF MCMICHAEL SAID THAT THERE WAS A
LARGE DEGREE OF OPPORTUNISM AT WORK WITH TEENAGE

GANGS GROWING PROGRESSIVELY MORE CONFIDENT EVERY

NIGHT. HE SAID THEY WERE UNCONTROLLABLE AND DID NOT
ANSWER TO ANY AUTHORITY FIGURES.

7. (SBU) CONSUL GENERAL VISITED PORTADOWN JULY 10 AND
MET WITH THE RUC DIVISION COMMANDER THERE. ALTHOUGH

THE SCENE WAS QUIET AT THE DRUMCREE SITE WHERE

ORANGEMEN ARE CONFRONTING THE RUC, THE PROTESTERS HAD
BROUGHT IN A BULLDOZER AND PLACED IT ON POLICE LINES.
AFTER THE POLICE PRODUCED THEIR OWN (LARGER) BULLDOZER
AND NEGOTIATIONS ENSUED, THE ORANGE LEADERS MOVED

THEIR BULLDOZER TO A LOCATION BEHIND THE CHURCH. POLICE
AND OTHER SOURCES ARE HOPEFUL THAT A COMPROMISE CAN BE
BROKERED BEFORE THE EVENING OF JULY 11, BUT WARN THAT IF
THE STANDOFF AT DRUMCREE CONTINUES, POLICE AND MILITARY
RESOURCES WILL BE SERIOUSLY STRETCHED. OUR SOURCES
BLAME INTERNAL DISSENT WITHIN THE ULSTER DEFENSE FORCE
(UVF) FOR FUELING THE VIOLENCE OF THE PAST FEW DAYS,
NOTING THAT LOYALIST POLITICAL LEADERS LIKE DAVID ERVINE
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