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INFO: RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY LONDON 8054
RUEHDL/AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 5820

SUBJ: LOCAL REACTION TO POSTPONEMENT OF MAJOR-BRUTON SUMMIT

TEXT:
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BELFAST 0372

E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PINS, ASEC, UK, EI
SUBJECT: LOCAL REACTION TO POSTPONEMENT OF MAJOR-BRUTON SUMMIT

1. SUMMARY. THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE SEPTEMBER 6 MAJOR-
BRUTON SUMMIT HAS BEEN GREETED WITH RELIEF BY BOTH

UNIONISTS AND NATIONALISTS, ALTHOUGH FOR OPPOSITE
REASONS. UNIONISTS HAD BEEN CONCERNED THAT THE BRITISH

GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT STAND FIRM BEHIND ITS COMMITMENT

TO INSIST ON MOVEMENT ON THE DECOMMISSIONING ISSUE AND

WERE RELIEVED THAT IT HAD, WHILE NATIONALISTS EXPRESSED
RELIEF THAT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT HAD NOT AGREED TO THE
COMMISSION IN THE FACE OF SINN FEIN'S REJECTION OF THE IDEA.
END SUMMARY.

2. EACH OF THE THREE BELFAST DAILIES RAN THE SUMMIT STORY
AS THEIR FRONT PAGE HEADLINER SEPTEMBER 6. THE PRO-
UNIONIST "NEWSLETTER" RAN THE HEADLINE "EIRE CALLS OFF
SUMMIT, THE PRO-NATIONALIST "IRISH NEWS" THE HEADLINE
"SUMMIT TALKS CALLED OFF AT LAST MINUTE". THE NEUTRAL
AFTERNOON DAILY, THE "BELFAST TELEGRAPH" RAN THE LARGE
HEADLINE "PRESSURE POINT" OVER A SMALLER HEADLINE "MAJOR
TRIES TO GET TALKS BACK ON COURSE". BACK PAGES OF THE
"TELEGRAPH" RAN RELATED STORIES WITH HEADLINES LIKE
"ULSTER PARTIES UNITE TO WELCOME DELAYS™ AND "NIO BAFFLED
AND FURIOUS." ALL THREE PAPERS AGREED THAT IT WAS THE
DUBLIN GOVERNMENT WHICH HAD PULLED OUT OF THE SUMMIT

AND THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN GIVEN VERY
LITTLE ADVANCE WARNING.

3. LOCAL PAPERS ALSO AGREED THAT DIFFERENCES OF OPINION
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ON DECOMMISSIONING HAD LED TO THE POSTPONEMENT.
REPORTEDLY, THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD STOOD BY ITS
COMMITMENT TO REQUIRE MOVEMENT ON DECOMMISSIONING

BEFORE SINN FEIN WOULD BE PERMITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL-
PARTY TALKS. THE IRISH GOVERNMENT HAD ADOPTED A POSITION
CLOSER TO THAT OF THE SDLP OR OF SINN FEIN, SUPPORTING THE
IDEA OF ALL-PARTY TALKS WITH DECOMMISSIONING AS PART OF

AN OVERALL NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. WHILE THE TWO
GOVERNMENTS HAD REACHED AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE ON THE

IDEA OF AN INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION AS A WAY THROUGH

THE DECOMMISSIONING IMPASSE, SINN FEIN'S STATED REFUSAL TO
COOPERATE WITH SUCH A BODY REPORTEDLY SOURED THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT ON THE PROPOSAL, OR AT LEAST THE CURRENT
CONCEPTION OF THE COMMISSION'S ROLE, LEADING TO THE LAST
MINUTE POSTPONEMENT.

4. ALLIANCE PARTY DEPUTY LEADER SEAMUS CLOSE SAID THE
POSTPONEMENT OF THE SUMMIT WAS A CLEAR INDICATION THAT
THE DUBLIN GOVERNMENT HAD SUCCUMBED TO "CRISIS
OVERTURES BY SINN FEIN AND THE SDLP..... THAT BEGS THE
QUESTION, DO THEY REALLY BELIEVE THE CEASEFIRE IS
PERMANENT? ARE WE BEING TEASED OR THREATENED" HE
ASKED. HE CALLED THE POSTPONEMENT A CLEAR INDICATION
THAT DUBLIN WAS PREPARED TO GIVE IN TO THREATS.

5. OUTGOING ULSTER UNIONIST LEADER JAMES MOLYNEAUX HAD
A SIMILAR REACTION, SAYING THAT "UNDER PRESSURE FROM THE
IRA, THE IRISH GOVERNMENT HAVE BACKED AWAY FROM THEIR
OWN COMMITMENT TO ARTICLE 10 OF THE (DOWNING STREET)
DECLARATION.* (ARTICLE 10 REQUIRED PARTIES TO
DEMONSTRATE A COMMITMENT TO EXCLUSIVELY PEACEFUL

MEANS.) MOLYNEAUX SAID THAT HIS OWN INVOLVEMENT DURING
THE DRAFTING STAGES OF THE DECLARATION MADE IT CLEAR TO
HIM THAT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT UNDERSTOOD THAT ARTICLE 10
WAS INTENDED TO REFER TO THE HANDING IN OF WEAPONS, AND
HE WARNED THAT, SHOULD HMG COMPROMISE ON THIS
COMMITMENT, "CONFIDENCE IN BOTH GOVERNMENTS WOULD BE
SHATTERED TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT IDEAS FOR INTER-PARTY
TALKS WOULD BE QUITE IRRELEVANT."

6. SOME OBSERVERS HAVE POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS ALWAYS
INEXPEDIENT FOR THE TWO GOVERNMENTS TO HOLD A SUMMIT
AND TO MAKE CRITICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS ON THE FUTURE OF

THE PEACE PROCESS TWO DAYS BEFORE THE SEPTEMBER 8
COUNCIL TO SELECT A NEW LEADER OF THE UUP. THIS TIMING
MADE IT INEVITABLE THAT THE LEADERSHIP CONTENDERS WOULD
VIE WITH ONE ANOTHER TO BE THE MOST SCATHING IN THEIR
CRITICISM OF WHATEVER ARRANGEMENTS WERE ANNOUNCED AT
THE SUMMIT. FOLLOWING THE POSTPONEMENT, MOST OF THE
CANDIDATES HAVE CRITICIZED THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT FOR
NOT MORE FULLY CONSULTING WITH UNIONISTS DURING THE
ENTIRE PROCESS. JOHN TAYLOR, THE CURRENT FRONT RUNNER
ACCORDING TO THE BOOKMAKERS, MADE CLEAR HIS PARTY'S
IRRITATION AT WHAT HE SAW AS THE SIDELINING OF UNIONISTS.
HE SAID THAT IT WAS CLEAR THAT THERE WAS FULL
CONSULTATION WITHIN THE "PAN-NATIONALIST FRONT" -- THE
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 03 BELFAST 0372



F:\Cable\Data_Source\Cables\CDO15\SEP95\MSGS\M 1842022 htm| Page 3 of 5

E.O0. 12356: N/A
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IRISH GOVERNMENT, SINN FEIN, AND THE SDLP -- WHILE THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT SOUGHT TO NEGOTIATE ARRANGEMENTS

FOR ALL-PARTY TALKS WITHOUT REFERENCE TO THE LARGEST
PARTY IN THE PROVINCE. TAYLOR WARNED THAT "NO ONE HAS

THE AUTHORITY TO AGREE ALL-PARTY TALKS WITHOUT
CONSULTATION WITH, AND THE AGREEMENT OF, THE UUP."

6. TAYLOR'S RIVAL DAVID TRIMBLE ECHOED TAYLOR'S SENTIMENT
THAT THE UUP NEEDED TO BE A KEY PLAYER IN ANY ATTEMPT TO
MOVE THE PEACE PROCESS FORWARD. HE SAID THAT, IF SELECTED
AS LEADER OF THE UUP, HE WOULD WISH FIRST TO HAVE SERIOUS
DISCUSSIONS WITH ALL OF THE MAJOR PLAYERS IN THE PEACE
PROCESS, IN NORTHERN IRELAND, BRITAIN, AND THE REPUBLIC --
EXCEPT SINN FEIN, WHICH STILL HAD TO DEMONSTRATE ITS
COMMITMENT TO EXCLUSIVELY PEACEFUL MEANS, WITH
DECOMMISSIONING AS ONE POSSIBLE WAY TO DO THAT.
"UNFORTUNATELY," HE SAID, "EVERYTHING SINN FEIN SAYS AND
DOES SHOWS THEY ARE NOT COMMITTED TO EXCLUSIVELY

PEACEFUL MEANS. THERE IS FAR TOO MUCH DOUBLE TALK, FAR
TOO MUCH IMPLICIT THREAT OF RENEWED VIOLENCE. THEY

REALLY DO HAVE TO CHANGE." TRIMBLE URGED THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT TO LET GO OF ITS ROMANTIC ATTACHMENT TO ALL-
IRELAND NATIONALISM AND ENTER INTO THE POST-NATIONALIST
WESTERN EUROPE "WITH THE REST OF US."

7. KEN MAGINNIS, A THIRD CANDIDATE FOR THE UUP LEADERSHIP,
PRAISED THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT FOR STANDING FIRM ON
DECOMMISSIONING. HE SAID THAT "AT LONG LAST THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED ENOUGH IS ENOUGH, WHILST ONCE

AGAIN DUBLIN HAS CAVED INTO PRESSURE FROM THE IRA. IT
CERTAINLY LOOKS LIKE THE GOVERNMENT HAS FINALLY DRAWN

A LINE IN THE SAND.... IF THAT IS THE CASE THIS WILL BE LOOKED
BACK ON AS A WELCOME WATERSHED IN THE GOVERNMENT'S
POLICY."

8. FOR IAN PAISLEY'S DEMOCRATIC UNIONISTS, PARTY SECRETARY
NIGEL DODDS SAID THE SUMMIT WAS "DEGENERATING INTO A
FARCE..... (THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S) ATTEMPT TO FIND AN
AGREEMENT WITH DUBLIN AND SINN FEIN, WHICH WOULD THEN BE
PRESENTED TO UNIONISTS AS A FAIT ACCOMPLI, HAS BACK-FIRED,"
DODDS SAID. "THE ACTIONS OF JOHN MAJOR'S GOVERNMENT

DURING THE PAST 12 MONTHS LED SINN FEIN AND DUBLIN TO
EXPECT HIM TO BACK DOWN... AS HE HAS BACKED DOWN ON
EVERYTHING ELSE." DODDS ALSO BELIEVED THAT THIS EPISODE
DEMONSTRATED THAT HMG HAD "UNDERESTIMATED THE UNITY

OF PURPOSE OF THE PAN-NATIONALIST FRONT.... IT IS CLEAR THAT
THE PRESERVATION OF THAT FRONT IS MORE IMPORTANT TO

DUBLIN THAN ANYTHING ELSE." LIKE THE UUP, DODDS CALLED ON
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO DO A BETTER JOB OF CONSULTING
WITH THE UNIONIST PARTIES.
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9. THE SDLP'S MARK DURKAN JOINED UNIONISTS IN WELCOMING
THE POSTPONEMENT, ALTHOUGH FOR VERY DIFFERENT REASONS.
ALTHOUGH DISAPPOINTED AT THE DELAY, DURKAN SAID IT WAS
BETTER TO POSTPONE THE SUMMIT THAN TO PRODUCE AN

OUTCOME WHICH COULD DEEPEN THE CRISIS. CRITICIZING
UNIONIST REACTION THE ANNOUNCEMENT, DURKAN SAID,
"RESPONSIBLE POLITICS IS NOT ABOUT TAKING SATISFACTION
FROM DIFFICULTIES OR TRYING TO EXPLOIT THOSE PROBLEMS, IT
IS ABOUT TRYING TO MINIMIZE DIFFICULTIES AND SOLVE
PROBLEMS." HE REJECTED UNIONIST CLAIMS THAT DUBLIN WAS
TO BLAME FOR THE POSTPONEMENT, CLAIMING THE PROBLEMS

HAD ARISEN BECAUSE OF BRITISH "BAD FAITH."

10. ALTHOUGH SINN FEIN IS REPORTEDLY PLEASED BY THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT'S SUPPORT FOR ITS STANCE ON NO

DECOMMISSIONING OF WEAPONS IN ADVANCE ON A NEGOTIATED
SETTLEMENT, THE PARTY'S REPRESENTATIVES WERE RETICENT
ABOUT PUBLICLY COMMENTING ON THE POSTPONEMENT.

MITCHEL MCLAUGHLIN SAID ONLY THAT THE SETTING OF A NEW
DATE FOR THE SUMMIT MEETING WAS A MATTER FOR THE TWO
GOVERNMENTS. SPEAKING UPON ARRIVAL IN THE UNITED STATES,
SINN FEIN VICE PRESIDENT MARTIN MCGUINNESS TOLD

REPORTERS THAT NORTHERN IRELAND STILL DID NOT HAVE

PEACE, "ONLY THE ILLUSION OF PEACE." MCGUINNESS SAID THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD CREATED A CRISIS BY WHAT HE

VIEWED AS ITS NEW DEMAND FOR AN IRA SURRENDER OF ARMS AS

A PRE-CONDITION TO INCLUSION IN ALL-PARTY TALKS. "THERE IS
INCREASING FRUSTRATION AT THE BRITISH STANCE," MCGUINNESS
SAID.

11. COINCIDENTALLY, RUC CHIEF CONSTABLE SIR HUGH ANNESLEY
GAVE AN INTERVIEW IN THE SEPTEMBER 6 "GUARDIAN" IN WHICH
UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 03 BELFAST 0372

E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PINS, ASEC, UK, EI
SUBJECT: LOCAL REACTION TO POSTPONEMENT OF MAJOR-BRUTON SUMMIT

HE EXPRESSED HIS CONFIDENCE THAT THE REPUBLICAN
LEADERSHIP HAD SUFFICIENT SUPPORT WITHIN THE MOVEMENT TO

MAINTAIN THE CEASEFIRE. REPUBLICAN SUPPORT FOR THE PEACE
PROCESS AND THE LEADERSHIP WAS STRONG ENOUGH, SIR HUGH

BELIEVED, SO THAT GERRY ADAMS COULD PERSUADE THE IRA TO
HAND OVER WEAPONS. THIS VIEW DIFFERS SHARPLY FROM SINN
FEIN'S OWN POSITION THAT IT DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO
DELIVER ANY MOVEMENT ON DECOMMISSIONING. ANNESLEY

ALSO EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE
ANGLO-IRISH SUMMIT DID NOT SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE THE RISK
OF A RETURN TO VIOLENCE.

STEPHENS

BT

#0372
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SINN FEIN MEETING WITH SECRETARY OF STATE FAILS TO
RESOLVE IMPASSE; SINN FEIN REJECTS INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSION ON DECOMMISSIONING

UNCLAS BELFAST 0370

E.O0. 12356: N/A

TAGS: PGOV, PREL, UK, EI

SUBJECT: SINN FEIN MEETING WITH SECRETARY OF STATE FAILS TO
RESOLVE IMPASSE; SINN FEIN REJECTS INTERNATIONAL

COMMISSION ON DECOMMISSIONING

1. THE NORTHERN IRELAND SECRETARY OF STATE SIR PATRICK

MAYHEW MET SINN FEIN PRESIDENT GERRY ADAMS AT STORMONT ON
SEPTEMBER 4. THE MEETING, THE THIRD IN RECENT WEEKS, WAS AN
EFFORT TO RESOLVE THE IMPASSE OVER HMG'S INSISTENCE ON
PROGRESS IN THE DECOMMISSIONING OF WEAPONS AND SINN FEIN'S
INSISTENCE ON MOVING TO ALL PARTY TALKS. AFTERWARDS,
HOWEVER, BOTH SIDES ADMITTED THAT THE TALKS HAD BEEN
INCONCLUSIVE. SINN FEIN FAILED TO PERSUADE MAYHEW THAT A
MOVE SHOULD BE MADE TO BEGIN ALL PARTY TALKS. ADAMS SAID,
"WE WERE LOOKING FOR A POSITIVE RESPONSE TO PROPOSITIONS
WHICH HAD BEEN PUT TO HIM AND WHICH WE SAW AS ENABLING
EVERYONE TO MOVE TO ALL-PARTY TALKS WITHOUT ANYONE HAVING

TO CLIMB DOWN. UNFORTUNATELY...HE WAS NOT ABLE TO RESPOND
POSITIVELY TO THOSE SUGGESTIONS." HE DESCRIBED THE SITUATION
AS "A DEFINING MOMENT IN WHICH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT NEEDS
TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT IT IS COMMITTED TO BUILDING PEACE." HE
FURTHER URGED MAYHEW TO RETHINK HIS POSITION. ADAMS ALSO
DENOUNCED THE PROPOSAL OF AN INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION TO
OVERSEE THE DECOMMISSIONING OF WEAPONS, STATING THAT SINN
FEIN REGARD THE IDEA AS A SCHEME BY THE BRITISH TO SECURE THE
DECOMMISSIONG OF THE IRA'S WEAPONS.
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SECT:
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DIST:

2. FOR HIS PART, THE SECRETARY OF STATE REITERATED HIS BELIEF
THAT THERE WAS NO POINT IN ARRANGING ALL-PARTY TALKS IF
THERE WAS GOING TO BE A LARGE NUMBER OF EMPTY CHAIRS AT THE
TABLE. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE IRA MUST MAKE A START ON THE
DECOMMISSIONING OF WEAPONS TO ENABLE ALL-PARTY TALKS TO
BEGIN. HE UNDERLINED THE NEED FOR ALL-PARTY TALKS TO TAKE
PLACE WITHOUT THE "IMPLIED THREAT OF ACCESS TO WEAPONS BY
FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE DOOR."™ AND, HE ASKED, IF THE IRA HAD THE
POLITICAL COMMITMENT THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO HAVE, "HOW

COME THEY WON'T EVEN MAKE A START ON DECOMMISSIONING"? HE
SUGGESTED THE WORD "WON'T" NOT "CAN'T" WAS APPROPRIATE TO
THE IRA'S REFUSAL TO MAKE A START ON DECOMMISSIONING, AND HE
CALLED UPON THEM TO EXAMINE THEIR POSITION TO SEE "WHETHER
THERE IS NOT ROOM TO MOVE SO THAT WE CAN GET TALKS GOING
AROUND THE TABLE."
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P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA|
financial information |(a)(4) of the PRA| b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]
and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA| b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA)
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA| b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes |[(b)(7) of the FOIA]
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions |(b)(8) of the FOIA|
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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NEW UUP LEADER MEETS WITH SDLP

UNCLAS BELFAST 0383

E.O0. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PGOV, PREL, UK, EI
SUBJECT: NEW UUP LEADER MEETS WITH SDLP

1. THE NEWLY ELECTED ULSTER UNIONIST LEADER, DAVID TRIMBLE,
HAD A HOUR-LONG PRIVATE MEETING WITH SDLP CHIEF JOHN HUME

IN LONDONDERRY ON SEPTEMBER 14. THE MEETING IS PART OF A
PROGRAM OF SIMILAR MEETINGS TRIMBLE INTENDS TO HOLD WITH

POLITICAL LEADERS IN NORTHERN IRELAND, THE IRISH REPUBLIC
AND THE BRITISH MAINLAND. BOTH MEN SPOKE GENERALLY ABOUT
THE OVERALL SITUATION IN THE PROVINCE, AND AGREED TO MEET
AGAIN, "OBVIOUSLY, WE HAVE HAD SOME DISCUSSION ABOUT THE
OVERALL SITUATION BUT I DON'T THINK IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO
GO INTO THAT IN DETAIL. WHAT WE HAVE AGREED THOUGH IS THAT
THE CO-OPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO PARTIES ON ECONOMIC
MATTERS SHOULD CONTINUE."

2. FOR HIS PART, JOHN HUME DESCRIBED THE MEETING AS
"ENCOURAGING" AND HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT CO-OPERATION
ON ECONOMIC ISSUES MIGHT LEAD TO THE BUILDING OF TRUST
NECESSARY FOR THE PEACE PROCESS TO SUCCEED. "I FOUND THE
MEETING VERY ENCOURAGING. WE DID NOT DISGUISE OUR
POLITICAL DIFFERENCES. TIF WE CAN WORK TOGETHER ON ECONOMIC
ISSUES, IT WILL BUILD THE TRUST NEEDED TO RESOLVE OUR
POLITICAL DIFFERENCES," HUME SAID. THE TWO LEADERS ARE TO
SEEK A MEETING WITH BRITISH PRIME MINISTER MAJOR TO DISCUSS
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS, SIGNALING THAT THE COOPERATION
BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES ON ECONOMIC ISSUES WILL CONTINUE,
DESPITE THE CHANGE IN THE UUP LEADERSHIP.

STEPHENS

BT
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