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Congress of the Wnited States

Pouse of Repregentatives
Haghington, DL 20515

November 20, 1995

Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The protection and promotion of human rights is an essential step in the
peace process in Northern Ireland. President Clinton, we hope that your visit to
Northern lreland will emphasize the importance of human rights as the
cormerstone of the peace process.

First, we believe it is essential that the government of the United Kingdom
should repeal all provisions in the Northern Ireland emergency legistation which
are not in conformity with international standards. The implementation of this
legislation, according to Amnesty International and other observers, has led to
numerous violations of international human rights.

Human rights obscrvers have cxpresscd particular concern about suspects
-detained - at special interrogation centers, who have been held virtually
incommunicado, in breach of international standards, and at times subjected to
various forms of ill-treatment. Both the European Committee for the Prevention
of Torture (ECPT) and the Independent Commissioner for Holding Centres have
been critical of conditions at Castlereagh. Amnesty International has also
expressed concern about the lower standard of admissibility of confession -
evidence under emergency Jegislation in the "Diplock Court" system than under
ordinary legislation. As a result of this lower standard of admissibility,
defendants in Northern Ireland are often convicted solely on the basis of
uncorroborated confessions whose credibility has been called into questions.

We hope you will urge the government of the United Kingdom to order
a thorough investigation of every casc in which a Diplock Court conviction has
been questioned. Such a painstaking rexicw of the emergency court system will
give the British government a chance to demonstrate both its confidence in the
essential soundness of its institutions and its good faith in the peace process.



The British government can also show its willingness to create a lasting
peace based on respect for human rights by investigating all complaints of abuse
or unfair treatment related to the conflict in Northern Ireland. Investigating such
allegations will help to prevent future violations and open the door for dialogue
between the government and its critics. Both of these steps are necessary for
finding an acceptable solution to the conflict.

We hope that yo will also urge an immediate end to human rights
violations by armed political groups. According to human rights observers, these
violations include "punishment beatings" and shootings of those suspected of
disloyalty, the torture or killing of prisoners, other deliberate and arbitrary
killings, and the taking of hostages. The upcoming talks in Northern Ireland
should serve to reinforce a commitment on all sides to end these abuses.

President Clinton, you must be certain to confirm the United States’
commitment to human rights during your talks with leaders from the United
Kingdom and Ireland. A lasting peace can only begin with the affirmation and
protection of human rights. Your Administration’s strong support for human
rights is needed now.

Sincerely,
BENJAMIN A. GILMAN CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
Member of Congress Member of Congress

p——— 4
Iom Lanlrs — =
TOM LANTOS reETER T. KiNG
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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. /J’Aﬁ ES P. MORAN
member of Congress




ey,
Congress of the Enited States
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November 20, 1995

Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The protection and promotion of human rights is an essential step in the
peace process in Northern Ireland. President Clinton, we hope that your visit to
Northern Ireland will emphasize the importance of human rights as the
cornerstone of the peace process.

First, we believe it is essential that the government of the United Kingdom
should repeal all provisions in the Northern Ireland emergency legislation which
are not in conformity with international standards. The implementation of this
legislation, according to Amnesty International and other observers, has led to
numerous violations of international human rights.

Human rights observers have expressed particular concern about suspects
detained at special interrogation centers, who have been held virtually
incommunicado, in breach of international standards, and au timnes subjected to
various forms of ill-treatment. Both the European Committee for the Prevention
of Torture (ECPT) and the Independent Commissioner for Holding Centres have
been critical of conditions at Castlereagh. Amnesty International has also
expressed concern about the lower standard of admissibility of confession
evidence under emergency legislation in the "Diplock Court" system than under
ordinary legislation. As a result of this lower standard of admissibility,
defendants in Northern Ireland are often convicted solely on the basis of
uncorroborated confessions whose credibility has been called into questions.

We hope you will urge the government of the United Kingdom to order
a thorough investigation of every case in which a Diplock Court conviction has
been questioned. Such a painstaking review of the emergency court system will
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Congress of the TEnited States Cooyl
Pouge of Repregentatives
@ashington, BEL 20515

November 20, 1995 ©

Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The prolection and promotion of human rights is an essential step in the *
peace process in Northern Ireland. President Clinton, we hope that your visit to
Northern Ireland will emphasize the importance of human rights as the
cornerstone of the peace process.

First, we believe it is essential that the government of the United Kingdom
should repeal all provisions in the Northern Ircland emergency legislation which
are not in conformity with international standards. The implementation of this
legislation, according to Amnesty International and other observers, has led to
numerous violations of international human nights.

Human rights observers have expressed panticular concern about suspects
detained at spccial interrogation centers, who have been held virtually
incommunicado, in breach of international standards, and ai tmes subjected to
various forms of ill-treatment. Both the European Committee for the Prevention
of Torture (ECPT) and the Independent Commissioner for Holding Centres have
been critical of conditions at Casticreagh. Ampnesty Internatiopal has also
cxpressed concern about the lower standard of admissibility of confession
evidence under emergency Icgislation in the "Diplock Count” system than under
ordinary legislation. As a result of this lower standard of admissibility,
defendants in Northcm lreland are often convicied solely on the basis of
uncortroborated confessions whose credibility has been called into quections.

We hope you will urge the government of the United Kingdom to order

a thorough investigation of every case in which a Diplock Court conviction has
been questioned. Such a painstaking review of the emergency court system will
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