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l̂ ouKe of l̂ epretfentattbetf 
RIastiinQton, fiC 20515 

November 20, 1995 

Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

The protection and promotion of human rights is an essential step in tlie 
peace process in Northem Ireland. President Clinton, we hope that your visit to 
Northern Ireland will emphasize the importance of human rights as the 
cornerstone of the peace process. 

First, we believe it is essential that the govemment of the United Kingdom 
should repeal all provisions in the Northem Ireland emergency legislation which 
are not in confonnity with intemational standards. The implementation of this 
legislation, according to Amnesty Intemational and other observers, has led to 
numerous violations of international human rights. 

Human rights observers have expressed particular coiKem about suspects 
detained at special interrogation centers, who have been held virtually 
incommunicado, in breach of intemational standards, and at times subjected to 
various forms of ill-treatment. Both the European Committee for the Prevention 
of Torture (ECPT) and the Independent Commissioner for Holding Centres have 
been critical of conditions at Castlereagh. Amnesty Intemational has also 
expressed concern about the lower standard of admissibility of confession 
evidence under emergency legislation in the "Diplock Court" system than under 
ordinary legislation. As a result of this lower standard of admissibility, 
defendants in Northern Ireland are often convicted solely on the basis of 
uncorroborated confessions whose credibility has been called into questions. 

We hope you will urge the government of the United Kingdom to order 
a thorough investigation of every case; in which a Diplock Court conviction has 
been questioned. Such a painstalcing revisiw of the emereency court system will 
give the British govemment a chance to demonstrate both its confidence in the 
essential soundness of its institutions and its good faith in tbe peace process. 



The British govemment can also show its willingness to create a lasting 
peace based on respect for human rights by investigating all complaints of abuse 
or unfair treatment related to the conflict in Northern Ireland. Investigating such 
allegations will help to prevent future violations and open the door for dialogue 
between the government and its critics. Both of these steps are necessary for 
finding an acceptable solution to the conflict. 

We hope that yo will also urge an immediate end to human rights 
violations by armed political groups. According to human rights observers, these 
violations include "punishment beatings" and shootings of those suspected of 
disloyalty, the torture or killing of prisoners, other deliberate and arbitrary 
killings, and the taking of hostages. The upcoming talks in Northem Ireland 
should serve to reinforce a commitment on all sides to end these abuses. 

President Clinton, you must be certain to confirm the United States' 
commitment to human rights during your talks with leaders from the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. A lasting peace can only begin with the affirmation and 
protection of human rights. Your Administration's strong support for human 
rights is needed now. 

Sincerely, 

BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
Member of Congress 

TOM LANTOS 
Member of Congress 

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
Member of Congress 

PETER T. KING 
Member of Congress 

JAMES P. MORAN 
A Member of Congress 
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November 20, 1995̂  

Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

The protection and promotion of human rights is an essential step in the 
peace process in Northem Ireland. President Clinton, we hope that your visit to 
Northern Ireland will emphasize the importance of human rights as the 
cornerstone of the peace process. 

First, we believe it is essential that the government of the United Kingdom 
should repeal all provisions in the Northern Ireland emergency legislation which 
are not in conformity with international standards. The implementation of this 
legislation, according to Amnesty International and other observers, has led to 
numerous violations of international human rights. 

Human rights observers have expressed particular concern about suspects 
detained at special interrogation centers, who have been held virtually 
incommunicado, in breach of international standards, and ai limes subjected to 
various forms of ill-treatment. Both the European Committee for the Prevention 
of Torture (ECPT) and the Independent Commissioner for Holding Centres have 
been critical of conditions at Castlereagh. Amnesty Intemational has also 
expressed concern about the lower standard of admissibility of confession 
evidence under emergency legislation in the "Diplock Court" system than under 
ordinary legislation. As a result of this lower standard of admissibility, 
defendants in Northern Ireland are often convicted solely on the basis of 
uncorroborated confessions whose credibility has been called into questions. 

We hope you will urge the government of the United Kingdom to order 
a thorough investigation of every case in which a Diplock Court conviction has 
been questioned. Such a painstaking review of the emergency court system will 
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Honorable Willi.am J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington. D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

November 20, 1995 : 

The prolt.""Clion and promotion of human rigllts is a.n essential step in the 
peace process in Notthem Ireland. Pre11idcnt C1inton, we hope that your visit 10 

Nortl:tc:rn Ireland will empha11ize the imponance of human rights as the 
cornerstone of the peace process. 

First, we believe it is essential that the govc:mment of the United Kingdom 
should repeal all provisions in the Northern lrc:land emergency lesM:ation which 
are not in confonnity "'ith international standards_ The implementation or this 
legislation, aC'.cnrding to Amnesty International and other observers, has led to 
numerous violations of inlemational human rishts_ 

Human rights ot>servers have exprc5scd particular concern about suspects 
detained at 11pccial interrogation centers. who have been held virtually 
incommunicado, in breach of inrernationlll !aandards, nm.I al times subjt;Cted to 
various forms of ill-tralmcnt. Both the European Committee for lhe Prevention 
of Torture (ECPT) and the Independent Commissionet for Ho111Jng Cc:ntrc5 hAvc 
been critical of condlllons at Castlcrc:agh. Amnesty lntemalional hll-~ alID 
CAprcs~l1 concern about th~ lower ttandard of admissibility of confession 
evidence under emergency legislation in the wDiplock Court" system than under 
ordinary legislaLion. As a result of rhis lower standard of admissibility, 
defendants in Northern Ireland are often convicted solely on the basi11 of 
uncorroboratec:t conresslons whosr.: cmiibilit.y has been called into questions. 

We hope you will uriie the gcwernmcnt of the United Kingdom to order 
a thorough investigation of t!very case in which a Diplock Court conviction has 
been questioned. Suc:h a painstaking review of the emergency \:.ourt system wilt 
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