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l v1as extr@mely pleased to hear the great Hews from 

:Belfast. After a 30-year winter of sectarian violence, 

Northern Ireland today has the promise of a 

springtime of peace. 

The agreement that has emerged from the Northern 

Ireland peace talks opens the way for the people there 

to build a society based on enduring peace, justice and 

equality. The vision and commitment of the 

participants in the talks has made real the prayers for 

peace on both sides of the Atlantic - and both sides of 

the Peace Line. 
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All friends of Ireland and Northern Ireland know that 

the task of making the peace endure will be difficult. 

The path of peace is never easy. But the parties have 

made courageous decisions. They have chosen hope 

over hate; they have put the promise of the future 

ahead of the poison of the past - and in so doing have 

written a new chapter in their history, a chapter of 

resolute courage that inspires us all. 

In the days to come, there may be those who will try to 

undermine this great achievement, not only with 

words but perhaps also with violence. 



All of the parties - and all of us -- must stand shoulder 

to shoulder to defy the app~J.2f extre~ists. 

~~~~~~~ -
~~ 

-In the early hours ef Good Friday, we give thanks for 

the work of Prime Minister Ahern, Prime Minister 

Blair, Senator George Mitchell, and especially the 
~t\}O).U\i.,.. 1'-\"tl'\.~~~~~t t 

l~aders of the parti~s. k They have created the best ~ 

cau to bu~_!ln:4JPe of todal:!1!.~ertutce, 
.fJ.J)lfui u-

patience and faith so the people of Ireland and 
~RU.,., ~~l~~ '-"'-·-r:--.~ t.) ~~~ 

Northern Irelead een eajoy the blessing promised in 
~W.u...)~~~~~u~~ 
the Psalm: "The Lord will give strength unto his 

people; the Lord will bless his people with peace." 
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