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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 8, 1995 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY L~ 
SUBJECT: Letters to American Union Leaders 

Purpose 

To respond to letters from American union leaders. 

Background 

A number of AFL-CIO-af f iliate leaders wrote to you before your 
trip requesting that you put pressure on Prime Minister Major to 
call all-party peace talks in Northern Ireland. Our proposed 
replies (Tab A) describe the launch of the two-track approach and 
the impetus to the peace process provided by your trip. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letters at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letters to Union leaders 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1995 

Dear Mr. McGrath: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process and for your kind words 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin-track peace 
initiative involving an international body 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
the decommissioning issue and preparatory talks 
leading to all-party negotiations. In the 
communique, the British and Irish governments 
commit themselves to work toward all-party talks 
by the end of February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception 
extended to me and the First Lady was an 
unequivocal expression of the desire of the 
people of Northern Ireland for a lasting peace. 
I believe the twin-track approach offers the 
best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Mr. John McGrath 
Local Union No. 28 

Sincerely, 

Sheet Metal Workers' International 
Association 

500 Greenwich Street 
New York, New York 10013 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1995 

Dear Mr. McLaughlin: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process, and for your kind word 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments have reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin track peace 
initiative involving an international commission 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
decommissioning and preparatory talks leading to 
all-party negotiations. In the communique, the 
British and Irish governments commit themselves 
to work toward all-party talks by the end of 
February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception I got 
was an unequivocal expression of the desire of 
the people of Northern Ireland for a lasting 
peace. I believe the twin track approach offers 
the best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Brian M. McLaughlin 
President 
Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
386 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 10016 

95i215 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1995 

Dear Mr. Mooney: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process, and for your kind word 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments have reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin track peace 
initiative involving an international commission 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
decommissioning and preparatory talks leading to 
all-party negotiations. In the communique, the 
British and Irish governments commit themselves 
to work toward all-party talks by the end of 
February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and· enthusiastic reception I got 
was an unequivocal expression of the desire of 
the people of Northern Ireland for a lasting 
peace. I believe the twin track approach offers 
the best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Mr. Torn Mooney 
President 

Sincerely, 

Cincinnati Federation of Teachers 
Room 201 
1216 East McMillan Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45206 

15i215 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1995 

Dear Ms. Blackshere: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process, and for your kind word 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments have reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin track peace 
initiative involving an international commission 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
decommissioning and preparatory talks leading to 
all-party negotiations. In the communique, the 
British and Irish governments commit themselves 
to work toward all-party talks by the end of 
February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception I got 
was an unequivocal expression of the desire of 
the people of Northern Ireland for a lasting 
peace. I believe the twin track approach offers 
the best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Margaret Blackshere 
Illinois AFL-CIO 
55 West Wacker Drive 
Suite 716 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-1609 

9Si2·s I ,_, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1995 

Dear Mr. Sweeney: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process, and for your kind word 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments have reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin track peace 
initiative involving an international commission 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
decommissioning and preparatory talks leading to 
all-party negotiations. In the communique, the 
British and Irish governments commit themselves 
to work toward all-party talks by the end of 
February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception I got 
was an unequivocal expression of the desire of 
the people of Northern Ireland for a lasting 
peace. I believe the twin track approach offers 
the best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Mr. John J. Sweeney 
International President 

, 

Service Employees International 
Union 

AFL-CIO 
1313 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

951215 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA.SHI NG TON 

December 13, 1995 

Dear Mr. Cleary: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process and for your kind words 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin-track peace 
initiative involving an international body 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
the decommissioning issue and preparatory talks 
leading to all-party negotiations. In the 
communique, the British and Irish governments 
commit themselves to work toward all-party talks 
by the end of February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception 
extended to me and the First Lady was an 
unequivocal expression of the desire of the 
people of Northern Ireland for a lasting peace. 
I believe the twin-track approach offers the 
best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Robert J. Cleary 
President 
IATSE AFL-CIO 
1500 Broadway, Room 
New York, New York 

2011 
10036 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Cleary: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process and for your kind words 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin-track peace 
initiative involving an international body 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
the decommissioning issue and preparatory talks 
leading to all-party negotiations. In the 
communique, the British and Irish governments 
commit themselves to work toward all-party talks 
by the end of February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception 
extended to me and the First Lady was an 
unequivocal expression of the desire of the 
people of Northern Ireland for a lasting peace. 
I believe the twin-track approach offers the 
best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Robert J. Cleary 
President 
IATSE AFL-CIO 
1500 Broadway, Room 2011 
New York, New York 10036 

, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. McGrath: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process and for your kind words 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin-track peace 
initiative involving an international body 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
the decommissioning issue and preparatory talks 
leading to all-party negotiations. In the 
communique, the British and Irish governments 
commit themselves to work toward all-party talks 
by the end of February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception 
extended to me and the First Lady was an 
unequivocal expression of the desire of the 
people of Northern Ireland for a lasting peace. 
I believe the twin-track approach offers the 
best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Mr. John McGrath 
Local Union No. 28 

Sincerely, 

Sheet Metal Workers' International 
Association 

500 Greenwich Street 
New York, New York 10013 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Mooney: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process, and for your kind word 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments have reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin track peace 
initiative involving an international commission 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
decommissioning and preparatory talks leading to 
all-party negotiations. In the communique, the 
British and Irish governments commit themselves 
to work toward all-party talks by the end of 
February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and· enthusiastic reception I got 
was an unequivocal expression of the desire of 
the people of Northern Ireland for a lasting 
peace. I believe the twin track approach offers 
the best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Mr. Torn Mooney 
President 

Sincerely, 

Cincinnati Federation of Teachers 
Room 201 
1216 East McMillan Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45206 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Sweeney: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
I~eland peace process, and for your kind word 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments have reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin track peace 
initiative involving an international commission 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
decommissioning and preparatory talks leading to 
all-party negotiations. In the communique, the 
British and Irish governments commit themselves 
to work toward all-party talks by the end of 
February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception I got 
was an unequivocal expression of the desire of 
the people of Northern Ireland for a lasting 
peace. I believe the twin track approach offers 
the best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Sincerely~ 

~ 
Mr. John J. Sweeney 
International President 

, 

Service Employees International 
Union 

AFL-CIO 
1313 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Ms. Blackshere: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process, and for your kind word 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments have reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin track peace 
initiative involving an international commission 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
decommissioning and preparatory talks leading to 
all-party negotiations. In the communique, the 
British and Irish governments commit themselves 
to work toward all-party talks by the end of 
February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception I got 
was an unequivocal expression of the desire of 
the people of Northern Ireland for a lasting 
peace. I believe the twin track approach offers 
the best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Margaret Blackshere 
Illinois AFL-CIO 
55 West Wacker Drive 
Suite 716 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-1609 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. McLaughlin: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern 
Ireland peace process, and for your kind word 
about my efforts to support the process. 

I am very pleased that the British and Irish 
governments have reached agreements on a way to 
restore momentum to the peace process. On 
November 28, the two governments issued a joint 
communique launching a twin track peace 
initiative involving an international commission 
chaired by Senator George Mitchell to address 
decommissioning and preparatory talks leading to 
all-party negotiations. In the communique, the 
British and Irish governments commit themselves 
to work toward all-party talks by the end of 
February 1996. 

I traveled to Northern Ireland to show my 
personal support for the peace effort. The 
remarkably warm and enthusiastic reception I got 
was an unequivocal expression of the desire of 
the people of Northern Ireland for a lasting 
peace. I believe the twin track approach offers 
the best basis for achieving that. 

My Administration will continue to support the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and to urge 
all the parties to be open and flexible in 
pursuit of a just and lasting settlement. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Brian M. McLaughlin 
President 
Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
386 Park Avenue South 
New York, New York 10016 
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