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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 20, 1999 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGE JD 
LARRY STEIN~ 

SUBJECT: Letter to Senator Helms on Northern Ireland 

Purpose 

Respond to a letter from Senator Helms on Northern Ireland. 

Background 

4896: 

Co08f 

Jesse Helms wrote you in anticipation of last week's marathon 
talks in Belfast to press his case that you should ~insist that 
all parties must begin the process of decommissioning so that 
the formation of the Northern Ireland executive can proceed." 

In your reply, you thank him for his letter and assure him the 
peace process is still on track. You outline the comprehensive 
review that Senator Mitchell is part ~~ rhp 

facilitator. You note that as a re: 
parties should be able to reap the l 
Accord. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to Senator Helms 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the peace process in 
Northern Ireland. I agree that the Good Friday Accord 
represents the best chance to secure a lasting and just peace. 

Despite the recent setback in efforts to resolve the impasse 
over decommissioning and the establishment of a power-sharing 
government, the peace process remains on track. On July 20, the 
Irish and British Prime Ministers began a comprehensive review 
of the implementation of the Good Friday Accord, as provided for 
in the agreement. Senator Mitchell is serving as the 
facilitator, and has begun meeting with the parties. The review 
will be tightly focused on forming an inclusive government and 
on decommissioning, and it should be completed early this fall. 

The Accord put forward a balanced set of opportunities and 
responsibilities for both communities. It is vital that the 
parties comply with all aspects of the agreement. 

Again, thank you for writing on this important matter. I look 
forward to your continued support as we work for a lasting 
peace. 

The Honorable Jesse Helms 
Chairman 
Committee of Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6225 

Sincerely, 

~.Nrf1cl iv SJJf
~c 7--Sl-1/ 
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The Presidem 
The White House 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Presidem: 

1llnitcd ;3tatcs ~cnate 
COMMlnEE ON FOREIGN AEL.UIONS 

W.>.$HINGTON. DC 20510-6.:!:S 

June 24. 1999 

The upcoming June 30 ''absoluce" deadline for che esiablishmem of a power·sharing 
executive in Nonhem Ireland will provide you the opportunity to insist char all panies 
implement the Good Friday Agre.emem -- particularly with regard co decommissioning of arms. 

By all accounts, the Agreement may unravel if the new deadline is missed for che 
formation of che Northern Ireland executive, especially as tensions and violence increase with 
rhe summer parade season in Northern Ireland. The alarming increase in paramilitary activicy 
in recenr weeks coupled with the controversial parades may lead to an irreversible shift in the 
momenrum for peace. 

Mr. President, as you well know, there is an inextricable link between the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) and its political wing Sinn Fein, which is due to receive two seats in 
the new Northern Ireland executive. Sinn Fein leaders Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness 
are widely known co exert extensive influence in current IRA decision making. Because of this 
relationship, ic is umeasonable to expect the unionist side to move forward on the formation of 
an executive thac includes Sinn Fein representatives before the IRA begins the process of 
decommissioning. All parties -- including Sinn Fein -- should be required to abide by the spirit 
of che Agreement as well as the lecter. 

By ics refusal co cake even a symbolic- seep toward decommissioning, che IRA and Sinn 
Fein have made clear that they have not renounced finally the option of terrorist violence if they 
are unable to achieve cheir aims through a peaceful, democratic process. In retaining this 
option, the IRA and Sinn Fein are holding the Northern Ireland policical process hostage. 

Mr. President, this is the besc chance for peace in Northern Ireland in thirty years. but 
che opporcuniry is in danger of slipping away. I urge thac you use your influence at this critical 
point to insisc that all parties must begin the process of decommissioning so rhat the formation 
of che Northern Ireland executive can proceed. 

Sincerely, 

JESSE HELMS 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 31, 1999 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the peace process in 
Northern Ireland. I agree that the Good Friday Accord 
represents the best chance to secure a lasting and just peace. 

Despite the recent setback in efforts to resolve the impasse 
over decommissioning and the establishment of a power-sharing 
government, the peace process remains on track. On July 20, the 
Irish and British Prime Ministers began a comprehensive review 
of the implementation of the Good Friday Accord, as provided for 
in the agreement. Senator Mitchell is serving as the 
facilitator, and has begun meeting with the parties. The review 
will be tightly focused on forming an inclusive government and 
on decommissioning, and it should_be completed early this fall. 

The Accord put forward a balanced set of opportunities and 
responsibilities for both communities. It is vital that the 
parties comply with all aspects of the agreement. 

Again, thank you for writing on this important matter. I look 
forward to your continued support as we work for a lasting 
peace. 

The Honorable Jesse Helms 
Chairman 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6225 

Sincerely, 

?iv..~~ ri_ 
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