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Nancy: 

Jim Lyons 108 
User No. 

Memo to POTUS Client No. 74099-101 

February 26, 1996 

Would you be so kind as to see that he gets this? 

Many thanks. 
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To: 

From: 

Re: Day 

Date: February 26, 1996 

As St. Patrick's Day approaches ·and current conditions in 
Ireland remain ominous and uncertain, I'd like to suggest that you 
consider a different St. Patrick's Day event. Hosting a social 
gathering at the White House miqht appear unseemly under the 
circumstances. Similarly, holding no event could send the wrong 
message and undercut the solid gains you have made. Accordingly, 
you might consider hosting an inter-denominational prayer service 
for peace at the National catnedi;al (or the White Hoase) OJI Sanday, 
March 17 (St. Patric's Day). You could invite leaders from~all 
ar es n or ern Ireland, including Gerry Adams (thus finessing 

the visa issue). They would join you,, HRC, senior members of your 
1 government, representatives of the Irish and British governments, 

and prominent Irish-Americans to mark this occasion with appro­
priate solemnity and a Presidentially led call for renewed commit-

·ment for a peaceful and political solution. 

Additionally (and, again, dependinq on then-existinq condi­
tions), the st. Patrick's Day weekend could be an opportunity for 
Senator Mitchell to perhaps chair a meeting with representatives of 
both governments and all Northern Ireland political parties in 
Washington (neutral turf) . This could be an opportunity to explore 
approaches for a return to the ceasefire, a commitment for elec­
tions, and the commencement of all-party talks by a date certain. 
Such a conference might be a pre- or mini-Dayton, borrowinq from 
the model used to construct a Bo~nian peace. 

I have taken the liberty of running one or both these ideas 
past Nancy Soderberq and Jack Quinn. I'm happy to follow up or 
help in any way you'd 1ike. 

JML:dm 

cc: Jack Quinn 
Nancy Soderberg 
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