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<ieongress of tbe W:niteb ~tates 
Basbington, I\( 20515 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

May 19, 1997 

We believe that the result of the recent British election can be a turning point in the quest for 
peace in Ireland. All parties to the conflict in Northern Ireland have before them now a genuine 
opportunity to revive the Irish peace process. We are calling on you to provide the leadership 
necessary to encourage all concerned to take advantage of that opportunity. 

As Co-Chairmen of the Congressional Ad Hoc Committee for Irish Affairs we have been 
proud to work with you in support of peace in Ireland. Your commitment to peace and justice for 
all of Ireland has resulted in the most significant progress toward a lasting settlement in more than 
75 years. There is now an opportunity to build upon that progress. Clearly the goal is an IRA cease 
fire and immediate all-party talks with no preconditions. 

Accordingly, we are requesting that when you meet with British Prime Minister Blair next 
week, discussion of the Irish peace process be given special priority and that the British government 
be encouraged to initiate confidence building measures to assure the nationalist community that it will 
be treated fairly in the talks. Working together, the U.S., British and Irish governments, and all parties 
to the conflict in Northern Ireland, can get the peace process back on track. 

You can play a key role in ensuring that the opportunity now before us is not missed. We are 
ready to work with you to do whatever it takes. 

REP. BEN 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress Member of Congress 


