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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

September 30, 1994 

The Honorable J. Joseph Garrahy 

Dear Joe: 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g to me. I share your 
optimism about chances f o r achieving a l a s t i n g 
peace i n Northern Ireland. 

I welcome the watershed announcement by the IRA 
of i t s i n t e n t i o n to end the 25-year campaign of 
violence and pursue the path of peace. While much 
work remains t o be done, the IRA's decision t o 
j o i n the p o l i t i c a l process can mark the beginning 
of a new era tha t holds the promise of peace f o r 
a l l of the people of Northern I r e l a n d . I applaud 
Prime M i n i s t e r Reynolds and Prime Minister Major 
f o r t h e i r p e r s i s t e n t e f f o r t s to overcome centuries 
of disagreement, and I am pleased that the United 
States has been able to contribute to t h i s process 
of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

I am g r a t e f u l f o r your support and i n t e r e s t . 

Sincerely, 

Clinton Library Photocopy 
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September 30, 1994 

The Honorable J. Joseph Garrahv 
S:;:fc*U 

Dear Joe: 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g to me. I share your 
optimism about chances f o r achieving a l a s t i n g 
peace i n Northern Ireland. 

I welcome the watershed announcement by the IRA 
of i t s i n t e n t i o n to end the 25-year campaign of 
violence and pursue the path of peace. While much 
work remains t o be done, the IRA's decision to 
j o i n the p o l i t i c a l process can mark the beginning 
of a new era that holds the promise of peace f o r 
a l l of the people of Northern Ireland. I applaud 
Prime M i n i s t e r Reynolds and Prime Minister Major 
f o r t h e i r p e r s i s t e n t e f f o r t s t o overcome centuries 
of disagreement, and I am pleased that the United 
States has been able to contribute t o t h i s process 
of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

I am g r a t e f u l f o r your support and i n t e r e s t . 

Sincerely, 

BC/KB/KW/MM/bws (Corres. #1835291) 
(9.garrahy.jj) 

ycc: NSC 
l / cc: S t a f f Secretary 

i/^Xeroxed copy of personally signed o r i g i n a l to NH 
through John Podesta 

CLEAR THRU JOHN PODESTA 

PRESIDENT TO SIGN 

Clinton Library Photocopy 
PHOTOCOPY 

WJC HANDWRITING 
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Dear Joe: 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me. I share your optimism^for achieving a 

l a s t i n g peace i n Northern Ireland. 

I welcome the watershed announcement by the IRA t f i a t i t — h a s - d e c i d e ^ t o 

• VÛ - /f ̂  
end jtts- 25-year campaign of violence and pursue the path of peace. 
While much work remains t o be done, the IRA's decision t o j o i n the 

p o l i t i c a l process can mark the beginning of a new era t h a t holds the 

promise of peace f o r a l l of the people of Northern I r e l a n d . I applaud 

Prime Minister Reynolds and Prime Minister Major f o r t h e i r p e r s i s t e n t 

e f f o r t s t o overcome centuries of disagreement, and I am pleased t h a t 

the United States has been able t o contribute t o t h i s process of 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

I am g r a t e f u l f o r your support and i n t e r e s t . 

Clinton Library Photocopy 
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D a i l y News 
Thursday, September I , 1994 

Clinton's legislative record 
ignored by press and public 
By THOMAS E. PATTERSON 

A recent ABC News ooil found that 64% of 
Amencans think Bill Clinton has accom
plished liaie ornothingas President A ma-
jonty of Amencans also believe he nas 
done a poor job of handling the economy. 

These percepaons are greatly at odds 
with reality. Clinton s presidency is the 
most ambitious since Lyndon Johnson's 
and has a substantial 
poiirv record, including 
a budget-dtif.cit reduc
tion plan. NAFTA, the 
Family Leave Act and 
th^cnme bill. More
over. <i million new jobs 
have beeaadded to the 
economy in the last 18 
months, more than were 
added dunng the previ-
bos six years. 

Clinton has a nouble 
legislauve record. In 
1993. Congress backed 
Clinton on 88% ofthe 
bills on which he had 
taken a position, a level 
exceeded only twice in 
four decades: 19S3. 
••'•hen Congress backed 
Eiseniiower 39% of L'ie 
time and 1965 when it 
•̂ upponed 92n of John
son s position.s. In their 
top years. Nixon. Ford. Ca;ter and Bush 
never reacned even the 80% level. Reagan 
exceeaed it once, but otherwise averaged 
less than 60%. 

Although Clinton is said to be lax in keep
ing his commitments, he has kept or is ac
tively pursuing roughly 80% of his cam-
paien promises, a level that exceeds the 
70% average of his five predecessors. 

To understand why Clinton receives so 
little credit for wnat he has done, we need 
look no further man the relentless cynicism 
01 thp npws me<!!3. Somewfiers in ihe last 
aecaae or so. me press lost mucn of it5 ca
pacity- ibr constructive reporting. Journal
ists today win by making others lose. 

The press aoes not act alone. Dunne the 
.392 campaien. Democrats eagerly bol

stered the press' absurd claim that Presi
dent Bush had no economic program. Even 
in the third quaxterof 19S2. when key indi
cators showed the economy was rebound
ing, more than 90% of news references to 
Bush's handling of the economy were nega
tive in tone. 

With Bush's defeat Republicans got their 
chance to deliver the barbed one-liners that 
the press relishes, in conjunction with the 
media's appetite for scandal, tbe result has 

[ 
been a p; esidency awash in bad press. 
Roughly 60% of the press evaluative cover
age of Clinton has been unfavorable. 

Clinton's style works against him in his 
dealings with the press. Perhaps the most 
open of our Presidents. Clinton freely ex
presses his ideas and actively negotiates at 
every stage in the policy process. Although 
the press lauds openness in theory, it pun
ishes It in practice. Ajiy Clinton deviation 
from an earlier position, however prelimi
nary cr conditional, is jumped on as a re-
'.reai from pnnciple. 

The notion that Clinton backs away from 
his positions too easily is open to debate. On 
a number of occasions, he would have lost 
all by holding out for more. Last year s bud

get flght was won by a single vote, at wis the 
crucial procedural vote in the Senate on the 
crime bill NAFTA was rescued ftom cer
tain defeat by Clinton's deft bargiiiiiiig. 

In domestic politics at least the antitlie-
sis of compromise is not higti-mindednen 
but stalemate, which characterized execu
tive-legislative relations in the decade be
fore Clinton took ofllce. Clinton has jret to 
cast a veta Bush vetoed 45 bills. Reagan 
struck douT. 78. Carter, the last Democratic 

President before CUn-
ton. cast 31 vcioek. The 
press inteiprettCUn-
ton's restraiotaa weak
ness. It may, in tet sig
nify a Presideat 
ctimmitted to a i 
of constmilive i 
modation. 

Joumalista like The 
New York Tlaea'Mi
chael Kelly who snoest 
Clinton is unprincipled 
have no appreciation of 
the Southern reform 
politics thatthaprt his 
stylelttoapoUttca 
where penisteBt give-
and-take is tlie key to 
creating the fn^iit and. 
at times, improbable 
majonties that aome-
times win out against 
powerful and deeply en
trenched interests. 

The scenano working itself out in Wash-
ington is remarkably similar. Instead of 
their lazy negativism, 'he mê ia need "ia 
work o>t a more ba ŝnĉ i Appnusaiof the 
Clinton presidency. 

A 
lOLVA DAILY NEWS 

TTiomos £. Pattmon, 
a pro/essor at Syra-

I cuse Unrvmity s 
I litaxweil SchooL 
, ofCitizensnw. 

isautnoTofOutof 
Order. ' about the me-
dui's Toie in poLaics. 
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F O R M E R C ^ O V E R N O R J . J O S E P M G A R R A H Y 

September 15, 1994 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500-2000 

Dear Mr. President: 

The announcement of a ceasefire by the I.R.A. in Northern 
Ireland is an important and hopeful step in the pursuit of 
peace in that country, and one that has evaded world leaders 
for the past 25 years. 

For many peace-seeking Irish-Americans, the trouble in 
the North between Catholics and Protestants has been an 
agonizing experience. 

Hopefully, this ceasefire will be lasting and lead to a 
peaceful solution and an end to the bitterness and bloodshed. 

Your leadership will be recognized by all peace-loving 
Americans and those of us of Irish parentage fully recognize 
your efforts to bring about this result. 

I wish you continued success in both your foreign and 
domestic efforts. 

Sincerely, 

J yjoseph^arrahy 
ormer Governor of /the 

State of Rhode Island 

Clinton Libran/photQCOpv 
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Governor's Residence 

J6»eph Garrohy 

| l | l |6/b(|||!:: j | 

President Bill Clinton 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, DC 20500-''aOO 

C • 

I n l i i l i i n i i i l i l h i i i l ' . H ' i i i i n n i r i i ' . i l l i i i U i l l ! 
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