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ONE HUNDRED FIFTI! CONGRESS 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED ST A TES 
COMMITfEE ON INfERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

TELEPHONE: (202) 225-5021 

December 24, 1997 

The Hon. William J. Clinton 
The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

LEE H. HAMILTON, INc.ANA 

RAHIUNG DEMOCRATIC MEMBER 

SAM GEJDENSON, CONNECTICUT 

TOM l.ANTOS, CAl.JFORNIA 
HOWARD L BERMAN, CAl.lfOANIA 

GARY LACKERMAN, NEW YORK 
ENIF H. FALEOMAEVEGA. AM!AIC.&tt 

SAMOA 
MATTHEWG. MARTINEZ, CAUl'Olll:NIA 
DONAL.OM. PAYNE, NEW JERSEY 
ROBERT E. ANDRE'IJS, NEW JE.RSEY 
ROBERT MENENDEZ. NEW JERSEY 
SHERROD BROl'JN, OHIO 
CYNTHIA A. McKINNEY, GEOROIA 
ALCEE L HASTINGS, FLORtDA 

PAT DANNER, MISSOURI 
EARL F. HIWARD, ALABAMA 
V'ifA.l TER H. CAPPS, CAUPORNIA 

BRAD SHERMAN. CAU,OAlilA 
ROBERT~. FLOAIOA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMN-1, NEW JERSEY 
BOB CLEMENT, T~NUS!E 
BILL LUTHER, MINNESOTA 
JIM DAVIS, FLORIDA 

MICHAEL H. VAN DUSEN 
0EMOCRAnc CHl!I" 01" STAl"I' 

.JAN 5 AM10:50 

The peace process in the north oflreland is again at a critical stage. Your Administration 
has taken the lead in confidence building and reconciliation surrounding former IRA members 
here in the United States. 

The British and Irish governments after your action suspending the deportation of former 
IRA members here in the U.S. have followed your lead. They have begun the transfer of 
nationalist prisoners back from England to Ireland to serve their full time close to family, and the 
Irish government has provided for early release of some other nationalist prisoners held in the 
Republic for cross border violations. 

All of these actions have helped to keep the momentum going and the peace process on 
track. There is more we can still do in this nation to help. Today, Kevin Artt, Terence Kirby and 
Pol Brennan, are three Irishmen held without bail in a federal jail in San Francisco pending a 
British government extradition request. These men had previously been out on bail, obeyed all of 
its terms, and again are seeking bail. 

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals noted earlier that bail would contribute to promoting 
harmony in Northern Ireland more than denial. The Irish government and Sinn Fein, a key 
nationalist party at the table and participating in the talks, have submitted requests for bail in 
these cases. 
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I would hope that you again use your good office, and will urge that our government as 
well as the British accede to this reasonable and humanitarian request for bail. It will help keep 
momentum going on the peace talks and to build the reconciliation and healing that Northern 
Ireland so badly needs after so many years of violence and turmoil. 

With best wishes, 

BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
Chairman 
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