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THE WHITE HOUSE -----· 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

WASHINGTON 

May 21, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT 

SAMUEL BERGE~ 
LARRY STEIN ~55 

Letter to Representative Ciro Rodriguez on 
Northern Ireland 

To respond to a letter from Representative Rodriguez on the 
Northern Ireland peace agreement. 

Background 

-_... ..,.-.-

Representative Rodriguez wrote to commend your leadership on the 
Northern Ireland peace agreement. He relates that, after 
visiting Belfast in the 1990's as a Texas state legislator, he 
worked to pass McBride Principles bills there. He offers his 
assistance to secure the agreement. 

In your reply you thank him for his letter and offer of 
assistance. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachment 
Tab A Letter to Representative Rodriguez 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Ciro: 

I appreciated your kind letter on the 
Northern Ireiand peace agreement, in 
particular your observations on the relevance 
of the conflict to many Americans and the 
importance of non-discriminatory employment. 

A key issue for making the April 10 Accord 
work will be our ability to help Northern 
Ireland enjoy the benefits of their peace 
through economic growth. I look forward to 
working with the Congress on our support for 
the International Fund for Ireland, a key 
vehicle for nurturing reconciliation and 
development. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ciro D. Rodriguez 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4328 

,,· .. 



CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
2l!TH DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 
SECURITY. 

SuBCOMM1nEE ON RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON. DC OFFICE 
SuBCOMM!TIEE ON M1uiARv READt~ESS 

323 (ANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4328 

(202) 225--1640 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' 
AFFAIRS 

SueCOMMlnEE ON BENEF1Ts 

cteongress of tbe mtniteb $tates 
j!'ouse of ii\epresentatibes 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

May 1, 1998 

I commend you for the leadership you have exhibited in the historic peace agreement 
in Northern Ireland. I know the work for acceptance and ratification of the agreement is far 
from complete, but the landmark settlement has been reached with exuberance from most 
parties. The conflict in Northern Ireland has been agonizing, not only in the region, but also 
among many Americans, including myself. 

As a Texas state representative, I visited Belfast in the early 1990's and learned a 
great deal about the sources of so much tension and hatred in that historic region. In 
meeting with many of the principals on all sides of the dispute, I was able to put faces and 
personalities behind the struggle: members of Sinn Fein, Unionists, and other individuals that 
were trying to make a difference. 

After my return from Northern Ireland, I worked with both parties in the Texas 
Legislature to pass legislation which encouraged companies in Northern Ireland engaged in 
business with the State of Texas to adhere to the MacBride Principles of non-discrimination 
and equal justice. As a Congressman, I have continued to deal with the Northern Ireland 
issue, endorsing efforts to leverage our presence in the region to foster a more tolerant and 
stable society. 

I welcome your breakthrough through Special Envoy George Mitchell and the team of 
advisers you have assembled to tackle this delicate problem. If I can assist in any way with 
the on-going efforts to secure the agreement, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Q~~<S<br 
Ciro D. Rodriguez 
Member of Congress 

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 5, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR GLYN DAVIES 

FROM: 

NSC Executive Secretariat 

JANET MURGU~ 
Legislative' Affairs 

SUBJECT: Presidential Correspondence 

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by 
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address 
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance 
in drafting a response. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call Chris Walker at x67500. 

The following is a brief description of the letters: 

1) Sen. Bob Graham (D-FL) and Sen. £onnie Mack (R-FL), 
concerning the Coalition of Fair Atlantic Salmon 
Trade, 

2) Sen. William V. Roth, Jr. (R-DE) and Sen. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan (D-NY), concerning the General 
Agreement of Tariffs (GATT) and Trade and the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) , 

3) Sen. William V. Roth, Jr. (R-DE) and others, 
concerning Japanese regulatory barriers to U.S. 
pharmaceuticals, 

4) Rep. Cynthia A. McKinney ( D-GA) , concerning the 
President's recent trip to Africa; and, 

5) Rep. Ciro D. Rodriguez (D-TX), concerning the peace 
agreement in Northern Ireland. 

Enclosures 
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(date) 

RM: 

NSCPACKAGE 

OK FOR SIGNATURE PER PHIL CAPLAN/SEAN MALONEY. 

RETURN ALL LETTER(S) AND ORIGINAL MEMO(S) TO 

STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

(initials) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 26, 1998 

Dear Ciro: 

I appreciated your kind letter on the 
Northern Ireland peace agreement, in 
particular your observations on the relevance 
of the conflict to many Americans and the 
importance of non-discriminatory employment. 

A key issue for making the April 10 Accord 
work will be our ability to help Northern 
Ireland enjoy the benefits of their peace 
through economic growth. I look forward to 
working with the Congress on our support for 
the International Fund for Ireland, a key 
vehicle for nurturing reconciliation and 
development. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ciro D. Rodriguez 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4328 

9 8 05 2 8 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: WH STRIPPING DESK 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: RODRIGUEZ, CIRO D 

SOURCE: PRESIDENT 

DATE: 26 MAY 98 

SUBJ: NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE AGREEMENT 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR DISPATCH 

DUEDATE: 28 MAY 98 

COMMENT: 

ID 9803333 

DATE: 27 MAY 98 
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