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cteongre5'5' of tbe Wntteb ~tate5' 
Dasbington, 1JBctC 20515 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

June 8, 1998 

·: .. -i- .. -

All people who cherish the goal of peace and justice in Ireland 
are indebted you for the outstanding job that you did in helping: ,to.
make the Good Friday Agreement a reality. Very simply, without you 
there would have been no agreement. 

For the agreement to be successfully implemented, all parties 
to the agreement must continue to take risks for peace. One issue we 
want to particularly call to your attention is the extremely heavy 
British military presence in South Armagh. At a time when the IRA 
ceasefire is in place and the Good Friday Agreement has been signed 
and ratified, it violates the spirit of the peace process for the 
British to maintain such a large concentration of troops in this area. 
It is demoralizing to the local residents and causes them great 
anguish. 

While we realize that the British government does have 
legitimate security concerns, there is no evidence that there is 
sufficient danger to warrant a military presence of this magnitude. 
We respectfully request, therefore, that in your dealings with the 
British government, you raise the issue of South Armagh and ask the 
British to consider reducing their military presence. It would be a 
very strong sign of good faith on the part of the British and a 
positive step forward. 

Thank you for all your work on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

RICHARD E. NEAL (D-MA) BE (R-NY) 
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