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5124 Wentworth Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55419
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Organized in New York City, May 4, 1836

May 25, 1993
President William Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Clinton,

During your campaign for President, you promised the American people that if elected,
you would appoint a peace envoy to Northern Ireland, would inquire into human rights and civil
rights violations, that you would support MacBride Principles legislation, and that you would
support the 'gﬁﬁnmmmmmmmmm
Ireland to come to the United States.” ~

On Saint Patrick’s Day, March 17. 1993, you stated that you would not grant a visa to
_Gerry Adams, the President of Sinn Fein, to come to the United States. The reason that you
gave was that Mr. Gerry Adams is no longer a member of Parliament.

That is a specious reason. If Gerry Adams and other members of the minority Nationalist
population cannot obtain visas to come to the United States in order to explain to the American
public their side of the violence occurring in Northem Ireland, how else are the American people
ever going to get the true facts?

All the news disseminated in the United States comes through the British Information

Services in Lurgan, County Armagh, Northern Ireland. There is not one single American
newspaper which has a correspondent in Northern Ireland. I o
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President William Clinton
May 25, 1993
Page 2

The Minnesota delegation, at their recent State Convention, deplored your action in

refusing to grant visas to mecmbers of the minority Nationalist population.

Board at its recent convention.

In that connection, I ecnclose a copy of the Resolution passed by the Minnesota State

Plcas-c. lbeg of you, reverse your decision in this matter, and sce _that visas arc granted /

to members of the minority Catholic population in Northemn Ireland, so they can come to the
United States and expliain the true facts of what is occurring.

Please also make good on your promise (1O appoint a. peace. envoy . and. to inguire into civil

rights and human rights violations in the Six Counties.

Also support MacPBride Principles legislation on a National level. It has already been

passed in many states.

<cC

Please advise me what you intend to do about these matters.
Thank you in advance for your courtesy and cooperation.

yours,

/‘/ h<4-4.2% - %z-/,--/. -
Donald H. Lamm

State Secretary
Minnesota State Board AOH

John J. Finucane
Bditor, Political Education Committee
George J. Clough, Jr., President/Ancient Order of Hibernians in America
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RESOLUTION

WHIEREAS, William Clinton, in his campaign for the Presidency of the United Suates,
promised that after being eclected President, he would appoint a Peace Envoy to inquire into the
situation in Northern Ireland, that he would address the issues of civil rights and human rights
abuses, and that he would support National legislation to adopt the MacPBride Principles, and

WHEREAS, William Clinton also stated during his campaign for the Presidency that he
would support the right of members of the Nationalist Community to obtain visas to travel in the
United States, in order to explain the position of the minority Nationalist Population in Northern
Ireland, and

WHEREAS, William Clinton excited the interest and aspirations of 44 million Americans
of Irish descent to see that something be done to rectify the long standing conflict which has
raged in Northern Ireland for many years, and

WHEREAS, great numbers of the American public voted for William Clinton and rclied
on his statements that he would follow through with his campaign promises, and

WHEREAS, President Clinton has not to this date appointed a Peace Envoy. nor has he
sought to introduce legisiation to adopt the MacBride Principles on a National legal, and

WHEREAS, on Saint Patrick's Day, March 17, 1993, President William Clinton now
refused to grant a visa application to Gerry Adams, the President of the Sinn Fein political party
of Northern Ireland, and that he did so for the speciocous reason that since Gerry Adams was no
longer a member of Parliament, he should be denicd a visa application to travel to the United
Suwuates, and

WHEREAS, President Clinton had stated that he would support visas for all members
of the Nationalist Community to come to the United States to cxplain the position of the minority
Catholic population,
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NOW,_, THEREFORE BE IT RESOILVEDP, the Minnesota Delegation of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians in America, Inc., in State Convention assembled, express ocur profound
disappointment that President William Clinton has rencged on the promises made to the
American peooplec, and that he has failed to appoint a Peace Envoy to Northern Ireland, to grant
visas to members of the minority population, has failexdd to appoint any commission to inquire into
civil rights and human rights violations in Northern Ireland, and has failed to introduce
lcegisiation to adopt the MacBride Principles on a National level, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, we express our extreme disappointment and dissatisfaction
with President William Clinton,. that he has not followed through on his campaign promises.

FURTHER RESOLVED, we implore President Clinton to appoint a Peace Envoy to
Northern Ireland, to appoint a commission to inquire into the issues of civil rights and human
rights violations, to grant visa applications to all members of the minority Catholic population
to explain the Nationalist position, and that he immediatecly introduce legislation on a National
level to adopt MacBride Principles.

This resolution was duly adopted by members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in
A merica, at the Minnesota Biennial Convention, held in New Prague, Minnesota, on Saturday,

May 15, 1993,

/--A'//,",/ -)Z{(;':_:/// -p)’):,.__ “

&l)onald H. Lamm
Secretary - State Board
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