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Contractor

Line 8, Inc.
2438 E. 11*^
Los Angeles, CA

Jeans Compstefa Magnit 
5050 Everett Ct.
Vernon, CA

Le's Fashion Stitching 
60 Clayton St. 
Dorchester, MA

Back wages found by Wage & Hour 
to be due contractor employees

$45,000

$44,009

$43,500

HwlMtiifw cimlidhjt^ciwo^iwinvioMiom.
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Manufacturers Identified as Doing 
Business with Contractor During 
Investigation Period ________

Azteca Production 
5804 E. Slauson 
Commerce, CA

JNCO ^
3780 Union Pacific 
Los Angeles. CA

Mepotex ^
19550 Dominguez Hill Rd. 
Rancho Dominguez, CA

Guess?, Inc. 
1444 S. Alameda 
Los Angeles. CA

RSV Sport (Lei) * 

6565 E. Washington 
Commerce, CA

David Smilh ® 

48 Main St.
N. Reading, MA

Foxcroft *
1 Ace St.
Fall River, MA
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Reaping Abuse for What They Sew
Sweatshops Once Again Commonplace in U.S. Garment Industry

By William Branigin
Watbiajtoo Pw SuS Wntci

NEW YORK—After an arduous 
trek across the border from her na
tive Mexico, Aurora Blancas made 
her way to New York City and took 
the first job she could find; sweeping 
floors and packaging clothes sewn by 
other illegal immigrants at a sweat
shop in the garment district.

No experience—or documents— 
necessary.

“1 started working the same day I 
asked for the job.” she said. “The 
boss asked me my name and how old 
I was. Nothing more."

But unlike her fellow workers, 
Blancas, 28, did not accept quietly 
the exploitation and abuse that fol
lowed when she was hired last sum
mer to work in the dilapidated 
Eighth Avenue building.

Although her willingness to speak 
out makes Blancas unusual, the 
place that employed her and the con
ditions she found there are not.

Despite a ledger of laws against 
them and periodic pledges by gov
ernment and business leaders to 
crack down, sweatshops have made 
a remarkable comeback in America, 
evolving from a relative anomaly in
to a commonplace, even indispens
able. part of the U.S. garment indus
try.

They have also evolved almost en
tirely into a phenomenon of immi
grants. According to federal investi
gators and union officials, most such 
factories are owned by newcomers 
from Asia, who often exploit other 
immigrants, many of them illegal, ei
ther from Asia or Latin America. 
Typically, both the workers and the 
employers see themselves as victims 
of a system dominated by increas
ingly powerful major retailers.

In Blancas’s case, the owner of 
the 14th-floor shop in which she

worked is a South Korean immigrant 
whose clothes were sold to suppliers 
of such stores as Wal-Mart and 
Kmart. According to Blancas and an
other former worker, he refused to 
pay the minimum wage or overtime 
to his three dozen, mostly female 
employees. The workers typically 
toiW at their sewing machines and 
presses for up to 60 hours a week in 
a room with wires hanging from the 
ceiling, three small fans that served 
as the only source of ventilation and 
no fire exits. Wages, usually paid in 
cash to avoid taxes, often were arbi
trarily cut or delayed if the owner 
ran ^ort of funds. Employees who 
missed a day would be illegally 
“fined” $30, on top of losing a day’s 
pay.

When workers made mistakes, 
the owner’s wife would scream at 
them, throw garments in their faces 
and sometimes pull their hair or hit 
them. One newly arrived young 
woman was summarily fired for 
yawning on the job.

Last July, after Blancas demanded 
higher wages and brought the 
sweatshop to the attention of a gar
ment workers union, she was fir^.

Whether operating openly in de
crepit buildings in New York or Los 
Angeles or hidden away illegally in 
people’s homes in Dallas, sweat
shops violate labor and tax laws amid 
cutthroat competition for orders 
that filter down from the retailers.

Underground Economy
The return of the kind of sweat

shops that flourished early this cen
tury—and were thought to have 
been.largely eliminated—reflects 
fundamental changes in the garment 
industry and, more broadly, in 
American society. ‘The shops have 
become part of a vast underground 
economy, shielded by an overlay of 
laissez-faire practices and tacit ac
commodations.

Clothing designers and retailers 
depend on the sweatshops for fast 
delivery and big profit margins. 
Unions, hopeful of eventually orga
nizing these workers, appear to be

more interested in preserving manu- 
^ctuiing jobs than driving them out 
of business. Large pools of illegal im
migrants are so anxious for work 
that they accept the shops’ meager 
wages and are often too fearful to 
complain. Consumers keep gravitat
ing toward the lowest prices they 
can find. And government agencies 
do not field enough investigators or 
cooperate sufficiently with each oth
er to pursue the shops effectively 
and enforce the laws that would 
eradicate them.

Helping sweatshops to thrive have 
been technological advances that al
low retailers to determine instantly 
what is selling and to order more of 
it. This allows stores to limit inven
tory and avoid getting stuck with 
large volumes of unpopular apparel. 
But it also requires quick turn
around. which favors domestic man
ufacturers. The pressures on these 
manufacturers to produce garments 
quickly and still compete with cheap 
foreign imports have tended to drive 
down wages and working conditions 
among the sewing shops that lie at 
the bottom of the industry.

Yet, there is no shortage of work
ers for these jobs because of a 
broader change in American society: 
increasing waves of legal and illegal 
immigration since the 1970s and 
growing concentrations of immi
grants in cities such as Los Angeles 
and New York.

The sweatshops’ revival also re
flects a weakening of unions in the 
garment industry in recent years, in 
part because of their, difficulties in 
trying to organize workers who are 
here illegally in the first place. For 
them, even a sub-minimum wage in 
the United States generally beats 
what they could earn in their home
lands.

Although the clandestine nature 
of much of the industry has made it 
hard to track, recent federal studies 
point to a rise in the number of U.S. 
sweatshops and a worsening of their 
conditions.

Union and Labor Department offi
cials estimate that minimum wage 
and overtime violations, two of the



basic parameters that define a 
sweatshop, prevail in more than half 
the 22,000 U.S. sewing businesses. 
Many also pay their workers “off the 
books” to avoid various local, sute 
anci federal taxes.

The sweatshop conditions de
scribed by Blancas are “typical of the 
bottom of the industry,” said Jeff 
•Hermanson, director of the Garment 
Workers’ Justice Center, a branch of 
the Union of Needletrades, Industri
al and Textile Employees.

“Physical abuse is unfortunately 
quite common, and there’s always 
the yelling,” he said. The long hours,

low wages and lack of benefits often 
found in Korean-owned sweatshops 
are also routine in shops run by Chi
nese and Latino owners, he said.

In New York, a garment center 
where much of the industry’s chang
ing dynamics play out. Koreans owm 
up to 40 percent of the city’s rough
ly 4.000 contract sewing shops. Chi
nese immigrants own almo.st all the 
rest. Yet. the Korean-owned shops 
have attracted relatively more atten
tion from labor investigators, mostly 
because they tend to hire Latino 
workers, who are less reluctant to 
complain than Asian employees.

Intimidation
Chinese-owned shops tend to hire 

only other Chinese, said Maria 
Echaveste, administrator of the La
bor Department’s wage and hour di
vision. In some cases, she said, 
workers have expressed fear for 
their lives if they reveal labor vibla- 
tions. Many Chinese sweatshop 
workers are believed to be inden
tured servants toiling under a form 
of debt bondage to pa\' off the heavy- 
cost of being smuggled into the 
United States.

“The workers lie to us." one inves
tigator said. “In Chinese shops, the 
falsification of records is absolutely 
down to a science. It's almost impos
sible to break unless the shop goes 
out of business. It's only then that 
workers tell you those were not the 
hours and rates they worked.”

In the Korean-owned shops, poor 
working conditions are often exacer
bated by the lack of a common lan
guage between the Koreans and 
ffieir mostly young, female Latino 
employees.

“They [the Korean owners] think 
they can make themselves under- 
sto^ by yelling.” said Hermanson of 
the Garment Workers’ Justice Cen
ter, which tries to organize workers 
and defends them in disputes with 
shop owners. The result, especially

when owners hit their workers, is an 
“atmosphere of terror and intimida
tion,” he said.

The Korean Apparel Manufactur
ers Association says it has been try
ing to get its 400 member compa
nies in New York to pay at least the 
minimum wage. Most now do so. the 
group says. But these owners are 
themselves victims of punishing 
market forces, the group ar^es.

“The problem for the sewing com
panies is that the minimum wage 
goes higher and higher, and the 
price from manufacturers stays the 
same or goes down,” said a spokes
woman for the association who gave 
her name only as Hung.

She acknowledged that some own
ers treat their workers harshly but 
said most do not. As for the illegal 
aliens among them, she conceded, 
“That’s a problem.”

For Blancas, trouble started al
most immediately after she was 
hired by a shop c^ed New- Young 
Fashions. The owner, Kim Young 
Han, paid her less than the $160 a 
week she said she was promised. 
She worked six days a week, start
ing at 7:30 a.m. and finishing at 6 
p.m. each weekday. Her pay aver
aged $2.54 an hour, according to fig
ures compiled by the workers’ cen
ter.

When she found out what the min
imum wage was and told her co
workers they should be getting at 
least $4.25 an hour, “they were as
tonished,” but refused to back her in 
a confrontation with the owner and 
his Korean wife, Biancas said.

“They were robbing us.” she said.
"1 was very angry---- 1 said. Talk.
compaheros, talk,’ but they were 
terrified. The [owner’s wife] told me 
to shut up and leave, and the others 
just kept quiet.”

Her co-workers, most of them fel
low Mexicans and Ecuadorans, 
feared being deported as illegal 
aliens if they complained, Blancas 
said.

Interviewed at his factory, Kim 
said he had resolved all of his em
ployees’ complaints and that he is 
now complying with labor laws.

After Blancas was fired from New 
Young Fashions, the workers’ center 
helped her recover some of her back 
wages. She later found work in an
other garment shop that pays more, 
though still not the minimum wage. 
She took a second job in a store.

Blancas said she left her home in 
Mexico City to seek work in the 
United States because her husband 
had died in a car accident a year ear

lier and she needed to support her 
young son. She crossed the border 
with an uncle, who also works in a 
sweatshop, and trekked all night 
over hills to reach a road that would 
set them on their way to New York.

Bertha Morales, a 25-year-old Ec
uadoran who worked in another Ko
rean-owned sweatshop, said she was 
sent by her boss to help out at New 
Young Fashions one day and was 
shocked by what she saw. At one 
point, she said in an interview, the
owner’s wife struck a worker on the 
back for sewing buttons incorret^. 
Other workers described similar 
punishment, and one told of an inci
dent in which the boss grabbed her 
hair and pulled on it

One new employee, a 19-year-old 
woman from Nicaragua, was sum
marily fired by the owner’s wife for 
yawning and left the shop in tears. 
Morales said.

The Food Chain
Sweatshops such as Kim’s lie at 

the bottom of what the Labor De
partment describes as a garment in
dustry “food chain” beneath layers of 
suppliers, designers and middlemen, 
who compete fiercely for orders 
from the big retailers at the top.

It is a system that regidators and 
union officials say effectively insu
lates the big-name stores and fash
ion labels, lowing them to profess 
shock and ignorance of sweatshop 
conditions in which their clothes 
were sewn.

Major retailers, such as J.C. Pen
ney, Sears and Wal-Mart, have quali
ty-control inspectors who regularly 
visit work sites, and they know how 
much it costs to produce a garment 
at the minimum wage, a Labor De
partment official said. But under a 
60-year-old law, the retailers can be 
held liable only if they had “direct 
knowledge” of labor violations in
volved in producing their goods.

The system also adds markups far 
in excess of the actual cost of the la
bor and material that went into the 
garments.

Retailers say too many variables 
go into the final price of a garment 
to generalize about any of them, but 
Labor Department and union offi
cials estimate that labor typically ac
counts for le^ than 3 percent of the

%



U.S. retail price of clothing made in 
domestic sweatshops and as little as 
one-half of 1 percent for garments 
sewn abroad

Because of the pressures weigh
ing cm those at the low end of the in
dustry, shop owners such as Kim 
Young Han believe that they, too, 
are victims of the system.

Sitting at his worn desk in a cor
ner of the shop floor, Kim blamed his 
problems on creditors, saying he 
was owed thousands of dollars by 
garment manufacturers who had 
subcontracted several large jobs to 
him. He produced letters to them 
demanding payment and threatening 
“legal action." All were written in 
longhand; he does not have a type
writer.

Wearing jeans and a denim shirt, 
the lean, craggj -faced Kim, 61. said 
he had been a lecturer at a junior 
cdlege in Seoul before coming to the 
United States years ago to study for 
a doctoral degree in linguistics under 
Noam Chomsky. Although that alone 
makes him a rarity among sweat
shop owners, union officials said his 
violations of labor laws were all too 
familiar.

Asked about the .specific allega
tions against him b\ the garment 
workers union. Kim became \isibly 
upset and pleaded for understanding.

"Help me. please,” he begged. 
“I’m in trouble.”

Seemingly on the verge of tears, 
Kim complained of having to com
pete with cheap imports and denied 
making any windlall profits, i want 
to close my factory,” he lamented 
over the din of sewing machines and 
a radio blaring Spanish songs. “The 
market’s no good. ... No hope at 
my age.”

The National Retail Federation, 
which represents 2.00C major U.S. 
retailers, in turn blames sweatshop 
conditions on subcontractors such as 
Kim.

“The retailers don’t employ these 
workers," said Pamela Rucker, a 
spokeswoman for the federation. 
“The retailers many times are at 
least two or three steps removed 
from the problem.” She asserted, 
“It’s not the retailers who are reap
ing the benefits from these criminal 
activities. It's the greedy subcon
tractors.”

Enforcement
Shops at the bottom of the industry 

often go out of business, relocate and 
open under new names. Some al
together, never to reappear. But de
spite decades of lawmaking against 
them—and a public campaign by the

Clinton administration following the 
1995 exposure of a virtual slave-labor 
garment factory in Los Angeles—the 
system designed to eradicate the 
sweatshops has largely failed, union 
activists say.

Local, state and federal agencies 
charged with enforcing labor, immi
gration and tax laws have often failed 
to work together, allowing shop own
ers and workers to slip through the 
cracks of the system. Under a direc
tive renewed by Mayor Rudolph W. 
Giuli^, a strong supporter <rf immi
gration, New York authorities are 
prohibited from sharing information
with the Immigration and Natm^faa. 
tion Service,

At the direction of the admirilAra- 
tion and Congress, the INS^ias 
thrown the bulk of its resourcei.at 
^e southwestern border to prev^t 
illegal immigrants from crossing into 
the United States from Mexico. Na
tionwide, only about 1,700 INS inves
tigators are assigned to the interior of 
the country, and they spend less t^ 
20 percent of their time enforcing im
migration law at work sites of all 
kinds, according to the agency.

In a special effort in New York hst 
year. INS agents arrested 1,824 file- 
gal aliens during inspections of 150 
work sites, most of them garment 
shops. However, because of a lack of 
detention space, almost all were re
leased on their own recognizance and 
told to return for court hearings. ' 

“The percentage that shows up is 
minute,” said Russ Bergeron, an D4S 
spokesman. Most simply find another 
job in the underground economy, and 
many return to work at the same 
shops where they were arrested. - 

Ironically, labor groups such as Ihe 
Garment Workers’ Justice Center al
so play a part in keeping the sweat
shops in business. Among the litera
ture the center distributes, for 
example, are fliers in English, Spanish 
and Korean that advise shop owners 
how to fend off searches by INS and 
Labor Department agents.

The fliers encourage employers to 
challenge inspections on grounds of 
discrimination and use legal stalling 
tactics that the INS says often enable 
them to fabricate employment eligi
bility records. Fliers in Spanish urge 
workers to “remain silent" when 
asked about their nationality, birth
place or entry into the United States.

The union says its main aim is to 
protect workers and preserve their 
jobs, regardless of their immigration 
status. When faced with labor viola
tions, the justice center usually tries to

work out a solution with the employer 
without government involvement.

Critics c^J^e policy misgmded.Tf 
you’re trym^o defend a living stan
dard, the minimum wage and Social 
Security and deal with legitimate 
companies," one independent labor 
activist argued, “helping these sweat
shops exist would seem to be counter
productive." ::

Retribution^
For some garment workers, the 

punishment for erqxjsing sweatshop 
conditions comes from their employ
ers. After complaining about vriiat she 
saw at New Young Fashions while &- 
ing in there last year, Bertha Morales 
was fired by her own Korean Ix9s, 
who was a friend of Kim’s.

Others, including two illegal immi
grant sisters from Mexico, said work
ers do not tell authorities about lal^r 
violations and physical abuse out of 
fear that their ^ops will then be raid
ed by immigration agents.

In the case of another outspeficen 
worker, the consequences of going 
public—or at least the perception of 
those effects—became evident after 
she appeared at a forum on sweat
shops in Arlington last summer. The 
worker, Nancy Penaloza, 29, said she 
has labored in Korean-own^ sweat
shops in New York for nine years, 
working up to 66 hours a week -m 
filthy conditions. In her current job, 
she said, she sews high-quality wom
en’s suits, earning $6 apiece for gv- 
ments that usually sell for $120 or 
more at stores such as J.C. Penney 
and Ann Taylor.

"I get paid off the books," Penaloaa 
told the forum. “Even though I am 
working legally, my boss doesn’t pay 
any taxes or Social Security. .... I 
never get a vacation. I never even get ' 
a whole weekend off." She said ^e 
works in constant fear, not only of her 
temperamental boss but of the iUg 
rats and mice" that continually crawl 
over her feet.

A day after she spoke, INS agents 
raided her factory and arrested most 
of her co-workers, who were illegal 
immigrants. Penaloza said.-Three 
days after that, a Labor Department 
wage inspector showed up. Although 
she is sure the INS raid was a coinci
dence, because she did not name her 
employer at the forum, her co
workers blamed it on her.

A former secretary in Mexico, she 
said she originally aossed the border 
as an illegal alien herself, then “be
came legal" a couple of years ago.
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Sbe said her Korean boss routiiftiy 
smacks his workers in the bead w^jih 
they make mistakes. He also ortMfs 
them to tell the Labor Departip^ 
that they are receiving their pro^r 
wages ^ overtime, she said.t^ 
that is what they did during the 
inspection. •.>

The workers are af^d,” Pen^jk 
said. They don’t want to lose flfir
jobs." __

And so, she said, “they lied to ^ 
inspector," thus perpetuating a cycle 
that helps the indusby to survive.



I TUESDAY, FEB. 25
Htjbes Airaaft Co. v.

UoHed Stotes, ex reL WSkm Sdiomer
No. 95-1340

Ceniorari to the 9th Circuit. Whether 
the 1986 amendments 
to the False Claims 
Act govern fraud 
claims allegedly com
mitted before the 
amendments were 
enacted, and what 
level of public disclo
sure of the alleged 
fraud must occur 
before a private indi
vidual is barred from 
bringing a qui tarn suit under the False 
Claims Act.

For petitioner: Kenneth Starr, partner, 
Kirkland & Ellis, Washington, D.C. For 
respondent; Laurence Gold, of counsel. 
Bredhoff & Kaiser, Washington, D.C.; and 
Seth Waxman, deputy solicitor general. 
Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 
(for United States, as amicus curiae). (One 
hour for argument.)

Ufu JoimsN V. Uihed States
No. 96-203

Certiorari to the I Iih Circuit. Whether a 
conviction for perjury or other false state-

S«th Waxman

ments must be thrown out when the trial 
judge, and not the 
jury, makes the deter
mination that the 
false statements were 
material to the case.

For petitioner WD- 
liam Sheppard, Shep
pard and White, Jack
sonville, Fla. For re
spondent: Michael 
Dreeben, deputy solic
itor general. Department of Justice, Was
hington, D.C. (One hour for atgument.)

MichodOrMbM

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26
lenMdba SiitMi V.

Uoe Ro^onI PfanoNg AgMty
No. 96-243

Certiorari to the 9th Circuit. Whether a 
landowner must first attempt to sell devel
opment rights to his property before he 
can challenge a Fifth Amendment takings

action by the government that prohibiu 
development on the property.

For petitioner R.S. Radf^ staff attor
ney, Pacific Legal Foundation, Sacramento, 
Calif. For respondent Richard Lazarus, pro
fessor, Georgetown University Law Center, 
Washington, D.C.; and Lawrence Wallace, 
deputy solicitor general. Department of 
Justice, Washington, D.C. <for United States, 
as amicus curiae). (One hour for atgument)

Morioi JoAatea, et oL f. Rrirtha Fodul
No. 96-292

Certiorari to the Supreme Court of Idaho. 
Whether a plaintiff who has brought a fed
eral civil ri^ts claim in a state court is enti
tled to an interlocutory appeal of a sute 
judge's dismissal of the suit based on quali
fied immunity.

For petitioners: Michael Gilmore, 
deputy attorney general of Idaho, Boise, 
Idaho. For respondent Wi. Latta Jr„ solo 
practitioner, Boise, Idaho. (One hour for 
argument.) ■
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CIVIL RIGHTS

Race preferences 

return to the fore
p ivil rights faded as a 1996 
U campaign issue, but the de
bate is sharpening over divi
sive items like preferences 
and set-asides for minorities. 
President Clinton drew criti
cism last week from the pri
vate, liberal-leaning Citizens’ 
Commission on Civil Rights, 
which pressed him to enforce 
civil rights laws more aggres
sively and to name a top aide 
on rights issues.

Meanwhile,
TYL£H MMXOffV—A»

I

Connerty

Californian 
Ward Connerly 
met with Re
publican con
gressional 
leaders to pro
mote a national 
campaign— 
based on his 
state’s Proposition 209-to 
end preferences based on 
race, gender, ethnicity, or na
tional origin. Although a vote 
in Congress is not expected 
this year, groups in Florida, 
Colorado, Arizona, Oregon, 
and Washington have ex
pressed interest in following 
California’s lead.

Still, few are likely to copy 
Proposition 209 until it gets a 
court test. Clinton opposes 
the measure; his overall strat
egy may not be clear until he 
fills the job of chief Justice 
Department civil-rights en
forcer. -JoshChetwynd
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Hold manufacturers liable
for sweatshops

■pt Lora Jo Foo, Laur« L. Ho 
MOndLotlVoIpp

he El Mont^ Cabf., faetpty 
'i£l inunigrams were
ifUM- found in virtual slavery sewing 
QOfrments for nuyor U.S. 

'Sttnufacnirers and retailers is just the 
. iipoflhc iceberg. While the El Monte 

o^ration was certainly more 
.^egious than most, paying far below 

minimum wage for I7*hour 
jrorkdays, sweatshops flourish 
jiuoughout the garment industry’s 

. iilidcrground economy.
Los Angeles, most garment 

;WQri(ers receive less than the 
.S|^.25-per-hour minimum wage and no 

,J(wertime. Even in San Francisco, a 
■ whose labor law violations arc 

, among the lowest in the industry due 
•lo<slrict law enforcement, nearly 40 
'^cent of workers receive no 

' gfertime pay for 10- to 12-hour days, 
'^ly with the revelation of 
involuntary servitude behind barbed 

.Wire, however, has State Labor 
'^S^missioiKr Victoria Bradshaw 
^^itted that state and federal laws 
va incapable of curbing rampant 
ahbses in the garment industry. 
Utifortunately, her cynical and 
misguided response is to call for 
private industry self-regulation. 

''While Bradshaw can be 
commended for her prosecutorial 
stance against the manufacturers and 
retailers who benefited from the El 
.KCmte factory, the same can't be said 
for her commitment to holding them 
liable for conditions they create 
throughout the industry by 
demanding low contract prices.

'- 'Last year, Bradshaw opposed 
' ‘legislation passed by the Assembly 
• - and Senate that would have required 

overtime pay and discouraged 
•* 'mUnufaciurers from contracting with 

factories paying less than minimum 
" wage. In vetoing the legislation, her 

■ boss, California Gov. Pete Wilson, 
blamed the exploited workers for the 
sweatshop conditions and suggested 
ll^t harsner immigration laws would

somehow stop labor law violations.
With the Bradshaw-Wilson team 

enforcing state labor laws, it’s little 
wonder that the greatest profiteers 
from sweatshops, manufacturers and 
retailers, have little incentive to 
change their practices.

Indeed, many manufacluren pnd 
retailers who were selling garmcnis 
from the El Monte factory already 
subscribe to self-regulating devices 
like codes of conduct. Montgomery 
Ward, one of the major retailers 
scrutinized by stale officials for iis 
dealings wilh the El Monte faelory, 
says if will not contract wilh those 
who employ ’’slave, prison or child 
labor, which violates state and federal 
law.” Thai policy, however, did little 
to hall the flow of garments from 
indentured women and men to 
Montgomery Ward before the factory 
was exposed by government officials. 
Only with the threat of liability for 
wages are the retailers enforcing their 
codes of conduct. Without state and 
public scrutiny, the codes of conduct 
are little more than public-relutions 
ploys.

Offic'tals have touted state and 
federal law that allows confiscation of 
goods produced in violation of labor 
laws as a way to hold manufacturers 
and retailers liable. But what use is 
confiscation when virtually all the 
goods made in the last seven years 
already have been shipped and sold?

Only by holding manufacturers and 
retailers jointly and fully liable for 
labor law violations will they begin to 
show enough concern about what 
occurs in their contract shops to put 
an end to abuses like those found in 
the El Monte garrison. How many 
more El Montes must there be before 
the governor and his labor 
commissioner sec that?

Lora Jo Foo is staff attorney and Laura 
L Ho Is a fellow with the Aslan Law 
Caucus In San Francisco. Let! Voipp Is a 
fallow with the Equal Rights Advocates 
In San Francisoo. They wrote this 
articie for the Los Ang«t«s Tunes.
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Warren Christopher's 20 or so visits 
to Syria to arrange an Israeli-Syrian 
peace agreement, a Repubbcan Par
ty official said.

Both parties anticipate a grim 
struggle over the issue ne5rt month, 
just as the presidential campaign 
heats up, when Defense Secretary 
William J. Perry makes public an ex
haustive Pentagon investigation of 
the circumstances of the June 25 
truck bombing of a U.S. Air Force 
dormitory that killed 19 airmen. 
Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) has said 
Perry should consider resigning be
cause of the bombing, a suggestion 
Democrats dismiss as politically ui- 
spiretr

Republicans said they feel free to

attack Clinton on terrorism because 
they think he set a precedent by at
tacking them and the National* Rifle 
Association for blocking efforts to 
require insertion of tiny chemical 
markers called taggants in explo
sives, to trace explosives' origins. 
The Republicans cite a recent radio 
address in which Clinton said of the 
GOP, “once again they're listening 
to the gun lobby over law enforce
ment. It may be good politics, but 
it's not good for the American peo
ple."

"He's used [the terrorism issue] 
as a political tool," a Dole campaign 
spokesman said. "He's the guy who 
started it."

Earlier this year the Dole cam
paign asked Koch, a Republican who 
is now a security consultant in Vir
ginia, for help in fashioning campaign 
strategy. Sensing Dole planned to 
use the terrorism issue to attack 
Clinton, Koch declined.

"I don't think it's a partisan issue,” 
Koch said in a letter to the Dole 
campaign. “We Republicans got 
some 700 Americans killed nusman- 
aging this issue ourselves, so we're 
vulnerable.” Koch was referring to 
Americans killed in three terrorist 
bombings in Beirut in the 1980s, as 
well as the Pan Am bombing in 
1988.

L. Paul Bremer III, the State De-. 
partment's counterterrorism chief 
under Reagan, disagreed with Koch. 
"Counterterrorism policy is a legiti
mate issue in an election," said Bre
mer, a Republican.

Clinton is politically "vulnerable," 
for example, for not aggressively 
pursuing suspected terrorists in this 
country, he said. "Elections are sup- 
|X)sed to be about differences," he 
added.

In recent weeks, House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) repeatedly

has suggested Republicans would be 
more forceful than Clinton in attack
ing terrorist' cells in the Middle East.

"We don't wait around until after 
they take out the World Trade Tow
ers," Gingrich said.

“We ... say [to terrorists], we 
have a reason to believe you're not 
behaving correctly. You should con
vince us in the next 24 hours that 
we're wrong or we will take you 
out."

In response, administration offi
cials said it is difficult to know which 
group is responsible for an act of 
sabotage, much less to anticipate an 
attack.

Officials also disputed criticisms 
that Gingrich rais^ in interviews 
Aug. 2 and 4, when he said new Clin- 
ton-era rules for recruiting CIA in
formants have “crippled” U.S. capa
bilities in investigating terrorists.

“The Clinton administration's 
ground rules make it almost impossi
ble to recruit the kind of people we 
need to penetrate these Tdnd of or- 
gankations," said Gingrich, echoing 
the views of some retired clandes
tine operatives.

The Republican platform made 
the same point, saying Dole "will not 
constrain U.S, intelligence personnel 
with ‘politically correct' standards 
that impede their ability to collect 
and act on intelligence information."

Gingrich and the platform writers 
were referring to CIA rules estab
lished earlier this year by Director 
John M. Deutch after a scandal over 
the agency’s liiring as an informant a 
Guatemalan military officer who was 
linked to lumian rights abuses.

The administration rejected the 
criticism. The CLA still recruits un
savory characters, but, Deutch .said 
in a speech last year, "what wll be 
different is that we will not do these

things blindly, wthout thorough v 
ting."

Intelligence officials said th 
have stepped up recruitment of pi 
pie in touch with terrorist groups 
the last 18 months.

“We regret that the speaker 1 
attempted to inject partisanship ii 
the intelligence policy on counter! 
rorism,” said National Secur 
Council spokesman David John.' 
earlier this month. “We don’t belir 
it can become a political football i 
remain effective.”

The GOP platform also said C 
ton has failed to carry out seve 
provisions of an antiterrorism bill 
signed into law in April, such as 
porting suspected foreign terror 
and freezing their assets. It does 
name any individuals.

"The Clinton administration tr 
a big game, but when you look 
what they’ve done, they fall short 
Dole campaign spokesman si 
“Their implementation of the r 
law has been weak."

The law establishes a new a 
antiterrorist court \rith' 'corit^o^ 
sial powers to deport suspected 
rorists while denying them the r 
to view all evidence against th 
Civil libertarians and immigrant 
vocates say the law is unconsi 
tional and they will challenge i 
court. The new court’s operat: 
are classified.

"We’ve done a lot" in establisi 
the new court, a Clinton adminis 
tion official said.

"But we can't tell you about it 
cause it's classified. . . . Things r 
to be done right. It's a remark 
change in the law. Clearly it wil 
challenged. If we do a sloppy 
we'll be in trouble. . . . From / 
to August is a minunal span of ' 
to start attacking us."
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police in Paris Smash Immigrants * Sit-In

By CRAIG R. WHITNEY
jpARlS.'Aug. 23 — As the church 

beils sounded a tocsin and;ii^e, priest 
frantically tried to start aj^ass, po
lice officers jn riot gear'swarmed 
into a church occupied by illegal im
migrants from Africa early this 
morning, using axes to break down 
the doors and hauling off more than 
200 immigrants to a detention center.

The raid on the Roman Catholic 
chuleh of St. Bernard de la Chapelle 
w^ denounced by soiiie as a; dis- 
g rp& to, a centuries-long tradition of 
togrance and openness to immigra- 
tioni^iit^as welcomed by'others: as 
a |5fltig-dVerdue sign of; firmness 
against uncontrolled immigration. It 
end^d a-a seven.week hunger strike. 
by TO of the iih^jgranCs'Who were 
prot€5tUig;,OietTtghtenlng^'European' 
immigration laws of the 1990’s, and 
is -beftainnfoiEesult in:.the;.speedy 
expMJsipo'jOf some of thenrotestersTp- • 
their home countries. ■ ' ........

Firemen took the hunger strikers 
on stretchers to two military hospi- 
talsilWhere eight remained under ob
servation and under guard •tonight;- .i. 
the;twor'OtherS-’were transferred ■ to 
thei-detention center in Vincennes,- ' 
east nf JF?hris.

Though: the: police said .that no one 
was .wounded , in the operation, some 
people were seen bleeding after 
struggles with the police, who ap
peared sparing in the use of clubs but 
hanitcuffed men inside the church 
whOibad tried to keep them out by 
piling chairs against the Idoors. The 
pol\q^ took about 210 irnmigrants, 
Incipding 68 children, to a detention 
cepte^, and did not allow reporters to 
coBt^t them.

The' authorities chose the day be
fore,millions of French families re- 
turji from August vacations to crack 
do^n.. In^ticipation of just such a 
move,' sevetai hundred French sup
porters had surrounded the'church in 
reCCTt days.

‘‘The churdh was slacked," satd 
Alain'Krivine, a human rights sup
ported, dramatizing the morning’s 
events.

fiddlier this week, in an attempt to 
per^flade'demonstrators to call off 
thed'<protest. Government officials 
prdfrttsed to allow “scores" of the 
immigrants to remain in France.

"Jf; I

However, scores of others, m^y of 
whom have lived here illegally for 
years, are to be expelled, starting 
immediately.

The French political left-r labor 
union leaders, many intellectuals, 
human rights organizations and sup
porters of the Socialist and Commu
nist opposition to the conservative 
Government — rallied at a protest 
demonstration that brought several 
thousand people into the Tiace d? la 
Republique this evening.

Members of the Government par
ties and politicians of the extreme 
right who have been demanding the 
return of the millions of black and 
Muslim* immigrants whd' have 
changed the makeup of French soci-

200 are detained 

after the police - - 

break down church 

doors with axes. '

; ..-.r.. • 'I

ety oyer the last three decades ap
plauded the move.

"This should have been done 45 
days ago," said Jacques Bompard, a 
leader of the ultra-right National 
Front party, referring to the hunger 
strike, which began in early July. 
"Churches are places for the exer
cise of the Catholic religion, and for 
anybody else to occupy them is an 
act of aggression."

The police moved into the church, 
in a neighborhood of largely Muslim 
immigrants from North Afr ica, with
out the permission of the parish 
priest, or the Archbishop of Paris, 
Jean-Marie Cardinal Lustiger, 
church authorities said, but on the 
authority of the Paris Prefect of Po
lice.

Most of those who had been camp
ing in St. Bernard’s started their 
protest against the country’s tough 
immigration laws last winter by oc
cupying another Catholic church, St. 
Ambroise. The police expelled them 
from there on March 22 at the re
quest of church authorities, and the

refugees wandered from a theater 
complex to an abandoned railroad 
warehouse.before landing in>St. feer- 

: nard’s at the dndbf June. Most of thd 
125 single men in the church, includ
ing the hunger strikers, came to 
France from Mali and Senegal years 
ago, seeking asylum and staying on 
illegally after their applications 
were rejected.

Interior Minister Jean-Louis 
Debrd acknowledged after the raid 
that many people were asking why 
the Government had taken so long to 
enforce strict anti-immigration laws 
that were enacted and supported by 
a broad political consensus In 1993, 
after French unemployment had 
crossed the double-digit threshold.

“The moment had come to apply 
the law with firmness," he said, and 

: after re-examining all the cases, the 
. authorities determined they would 
'be able to grant-permission to-stay 
for 00 or-40 percent of themby taking 
extenuating circumstances into ac
count. Some are married to French 
citizens or have children: born in 
France before'T993; wheb'ibabies 

...bom ;to- foreigners here^ acquired- 
,. French nationality automatically, 

But 64 of the people in the church 
. who had children here after 1999 

were also demanding to be allowed to 
stay. i.

Prime Minister Alain Juppe said 
on Thursday night that the Govern
ment had no choice but to expel all 
those whose appeals had been ex
hausted and that it would hot hesitate 
to do so.

Mr. Juppe, explaining qn national 
television that the Council of State, 
the highest constitutional adminis
trative tribunal, had approved the 
Government’s application of the law, 
said he would not approve expulsions 
that would separate married cou
ples, break up families, or put preg- 

■ nant women or sick people oh char
tered planes out of the country.

France sent back 7,352 illegal im
migrants in this way in the first six 
months of this year alone, and the 
daily Le Monde said today that a 
charter plane would be ready on Sat
urday morning to take the first 40 of 
the immigrants to their country of 
origin, apparently from a military 
air base in Creil.

I
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No More Sweatshop,
)C\ million r\f ^l.:i ____l___ ^ ...' A world’s chiJ- partment sample this year found 43 percent of

N slavery L S' S'wa^' wM " 'S*

mum wage, while more than half owed unpaid
--------- •:"§£nt:7cwS Id” adults S*e?rn“a "’"'S '"“S."’?' ““ h^^erunpUd

,pittance for laboring 12 or 15 hours a day often d^e^IIIn^^T^®^■ thousands of cM-
,ii) dangerous and* demeaning circumsUnces. a*

, often are the unknowing beneficiaries. >j^u pnvate-sector self-enforcement
:' ...The Clinton administration, led by Labor Sec- Tk i *ncreasing competitiveness of the
ret^ Robert Reich, has waged a public campaign economy the rise of chain and discount

i, against sweatshops. The unmasking of talk show ^ in distribution and inventory
■ i, ihost Kathie Lee Gifford as an unwitting sweatshop ^^^hno'ogy puts pressure on subcontractors to

. i.!.'Profiteer, and her subsequent enlistment into the every possible penny from their costs. But
'■ 'anti-sweatshop cause, gave new impetus to the manufacturers have responded successfully by
'■'Cimpaign. Now President Clinton has convened a ^Pi'oving technology and efficiency rather than

■ -fask force of clothing retailers and others to study to sweatshops, and some U.S firms—such
: . Ttjfr sue months, what can be done. ' ^ Levi Strauss and the Gap—are showing they can

■■■Ir /^ Workers with few options in impoverished na- make money while responsibly monitoring suppliers, 
ti.pns may covet jobs in factories that seem like best way to eliminate sweatshops and child

’Tvgveatshops to Americans. Countries such as South ^ developing countries is to promote pros-
• ■ jaKorea, where workers now can earn reasonable and freely available primary education To

v ^ages producing cars and computers, began their ^^at end, the United States could accomplish a
:-6tob up the global economic ladder with sweat- great deal by lifting its Draconian quotas on textile
shop-style factones turning out textiles and other imports from many of the poorest countries,
low-cost goods for export. Many poor nations today But it is wrong to shrug off labor abuses as

:,.,^want the same chance, and they view Western inevitable in poor countries. In the past three vears
. i^ncem as a smoke screen for protectionism and attitudes have shifted dramatically just this week'

- vTor res^tment over lost jobs—which it often is. Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir B'hutto pledged to
"■ To ^elp her succeed-^d to
^ measure abhonent, and U.S. retailers, manufac- keep Pakistan from suffering competitivelv as new

; ; timers and consumers can help curtail them. sweatshops spring upTNepauSa or L17-
_ , As a first principle, the Umted States should desh—U.S. firms should refuse to buy goods mo
1 ?Thai im *3st year of duced by children or indentured laborers anyivhLe

„..?? Thai u^igrants bemg held as yrtual slaves in a It is not too much to expect the industrv task force’
,.I<os i^geles garrnent factory focused attention on durmg the next six months to devise wavs to make
sweatshops m- this country. A random Labor De- such a pledge praSiSble ^

Hispanics Don’t Support 
A Second-Qass System

Claims about GOP immigration pol
icy made by U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith 
(R-Tex.) [letters, Aug. 19] demand 
rebutUl.

Mr. Smith claims that Hispanics 
overwhelmingly support efforts to re
duce illegal immigration and, there
fore, that the Hispanic community 
supports GOP polides that would deny 
citizenship entitlements to those Lati
nos born in the United States to 
undocumented parents.

Mr. Snuth is right on one point 
only: U.S. Latinos do support hu

mane, non-martial border policies and 
interventions that maintain our na
tion's sovereignty. However, U.S. im- 
imgr.ition policies that strengthen our 
country's borders are distinct from 
domestic policies that discrimuiate 
against Hispanics in our public schools 
and public health clinics in an "after 
the fact" attempt to discourage illegal 
immigration.

U.S. civil rights ensure that every 
American taxpayer is granted equal 
civil entitlements and equal protec
tion under the law. If Mr. Smith and 
the GOP break this covenant for His
panic Americans, they break this na
tional trust for all Americans,

This nation must come to grips 
with the economic facts that underpin 
our immigration dilemma. Much of 
American "big business," especially 
agri-business, wants "leaky borders" 
to cut labor costs—and to drive up 
corporate profits. We cannot allow 
these same special business interests 
through their control of the GOP to 
create a new, domestic environment 
of second-class-citizenship through 
enactment of policies that Mr. Smith 
endorses—policies that clearly vio
late the civil rights of Hispanic Ameri
cans.

HENRV STEVENSON-PEREZ 
Kensington
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All U.S. Posts Now Issuing 

Visas That Ease Screening
Reuter

All U.S. consular posts now 
are issuing machine-readable vi
sas, a move designed in part to 
prevent suspected terrorists 
from entering the United States, 
according to the State Depart
ment.

Computer software that cre
ates and reads the visas auto
matically checks the applicant 
against a database of more than 
4 million aliens who potentially 
are ineligible to enter the coun
try, State Department deputy 
spokesman Glyn Davies said Fri
day.

He said the new visas, which 
include a computer-generated 
photograph of the passport hold
er, also would help prevent visa 
fraud and speed up the clearance 
process for people arriving in the 
United States.

The U.S. consulate iji Perth, 
Australia, on Friday became the 
last of 221 U.S. posts throughout 
the world to start issuing the 
machine-readable visas.

Here at home, Davies also 
said the State-Department ex
pected to issue a record 5.6 mil
lion passports to U.S. citizens in 
the 1996 fiscal year.

He said the figure partly was 
due to a record number of newly 
naturalized U.S. citizens applying 
for their first passport. More 
than 40 million Americans trav
eled overseas last year..

Davies said the passports had 
been issued even though govern
ment shutdowns—caused by 
budget disputes between Con
gress and President Clinton- 
closed passport offices last win
ter for aU except emergency is
sues.

5



ij / / » OU i ii'jo ruDi-.iv^ /\rro ...... ........m \J \J I / u o u

BV/;K1 i 110( i; 1VB I i K mTiT^

B>

WWII’s ‘Other’ Detainees 

Press Claims Against U.S.
■ Camps: Japanese kidnapped from Latin 
America seek apology. They’re refused because 
they weren’t here legally.
By HECTOR TOBAR
TIMES STAFF WRITER

T^wifran'dfou^rhiM^^''"' away-a husband and
-L The fam, VTana suitcase.

f ihe family land, including a cotton plantation was In^t
forever. Placed on a ship, guarded by soldiers witTmach.nP
guns, they sailed across an ocean to a concentration camp

The carnp was in Crystal City, Texas. And the soldiers with

ion of more than 2,200 people of Japanese ancestry from 13 
Latin American countries, the overwhelming maionS Tom

government.
irTTv ® bureaucratic Catch-22 that has

.poiSrrd
fnr^T. immigrants when we were
l.ved1.

behind the barbed wire of the camp in southwest Texas Some 
were held until 1948, three years after the war eSed 

Frustrated after being denied both the apology and the

abducted for reasons similar to the much larger detenti^^of thT civilians from a third country not at wa^ taking
Japanese Americans on the West Coast of Kntted States ant to holTrT'^'""'’°""‘ ^^em. ItT'impT®

— •« - u1. St 0„.CP Je.
10-y.ar.old Citizen „t Pern, zpent two iSe S°" SetlS'SSt“Stv°er'.d"bt t

Please see CAMPS, B3

Pacific allies.
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Continued from B1 
provisions of the 1988 reparations 

-- •law, which was restricted to those 
' ' who were U.S. citizens and legal 

residents at the time of their 
‘-■'detention.

' Justice Department officials said 
'•'■'Congress recognized the suffering 
■‘''of the Latin American Japanese in 
‘ '■‘the 1982 report of the Commission 

on Wartime Relocation and 
"‘•internment of Civilians. A small 
-i^'number of Peruvian Japanese did^ 
■‘''•'ree’eive redress payments because 
"‘■■‘ they became legal residents before 

the June 1946 date established by 
'■ • the law.niU

C* till, at least 300 applications by 
O'Latin American Japanese have 

'“'been denied because they did not 
me'dt'the redress law's residency 

.“requirements.
Th'e former internees say the 

■'dJ $2.0,000 reparation payment is less 
'• • important than etching their tami- 
■'.II lies'dtory in history.
■fin'. "O'lr parents are the ones who 

suffered so much but they are 
goiiE." said. Carmen Mochizuki of 

■“-Montebello, a Japanese Peruvian 
'’‘“whose father was deported to 
‘’•'I JapSn from Texas and died in'Oki- 

■’'’• nawa soon after the war's ehd. "I 
'"■’ feel sorry when 1 think of mV par- 
■ ■'" en-:sKnd I'll feel that till 1 die."

5'niy 200 internees were allowed
_____a— AmAPirrrta (tor I hp

'0

jni. Uniy 2UU inLernecs wcic to return to Latin America after the 
■“'war. Some traveled to Japan, oth

ers remained in the United Slates, 
eventually becoming citizens.

Decades removed from the 
' Spanish-speaking lands of their 

‘"‘'birth, many of the Latin American 
■'1‘Japanese retain a love for their 
Id" former home and a nostalgia for 

■' South American culture.
■''' Carmen Mochizuki greets a Lot- 

ino reporter with a handshake and 
a "iriucHo gusto," while Art Shiba- 

■“■yama recalls that in Spanish his 
'■'I name was Arturo—"My friends 

’■' from Peru still call me that." Even 
I'"'Grace Shimizu, a generation 
! -d removed from her father's Peru- 
■sd.’ vian roots, retains a fondness for 
’■’■’ Peruvian recipes.

•' Still, for many. Peru and Latin 
'" America will forever be tarnished 

; by memories of being abducted, 
- uprooted from homes, schools and 

, friendships.
■''' ' Shibayama, now a 66-year-old 
f" resident of San Jose, remembers 

the years he lived in fear as a boy in 
■’'I Lima, Peru. Whenever a U.S. ship 
="' docked in the nearby port of Callao, 
'‘•d his father would leave the city and 
“ f'n into hiiiinfi in the countryside.



Singled out for arrest were affluent 
leaders^””"^" community

whose book Pawns in a Triangle of 
Hate documents the abduction of
d^Lri said their
deportation was. fueled in part by
Rowing xenophobia in Peru, where 
the immigrapls were seen as an 
economic threat.
at rinr police arrived
dC Larmen Mochizuki's school thev

S!'hr.a5;
Mochizuki, now 63, was the 

youngest of JO children, "We knew 
rTH 'voriime but I reallydidn t know why they were doing

American request to detain the 
Japanese immigrants, most ol the 
lo^stics were arranged informally 
with phone calls and face-to-face 
^nf “^^tween officials and 
diplomats Few decisions were 
comniiUed to record, Gardiner 
says, because the officials involved 
were aware that "they were oper- 
in questionable area

terms of fundamental morality."
The first U.S. ship, the Etolin

With M^Per'^f"" i"
Witn 143 Peruvian Japanese. The

4'.

Texas, in Pullman cars with the 
windows covered so that residents
PearTHfrL"'''’"' over
^eari Harbor. wonMn’rPearl ' o^erthem ^ ^ wouldn't attack

The Texas internment center 
converted from migrant S 
housing, came to be known as a 
model camp. Many of the surviving

Store in the camp fand hi^ 
f*^“f'?‘='’'sname was Americanized 
to Alice). Shibayama's father 
became a camp policeman.

enroJI m the camp's Jananesp 
schMl because he Ihoughi it would 
be more nrartiruP tu.Tr. i___ iEnghsh'cTh'■■■“'^"'"8

^oish., ,n 2 i/2'^;:.^;rri:o
"'"""lent cump, SI,iin,ya,oi 

spoke only Spanish and Japanese 
When the war ended, the Latin 

Americ.in governincnis Hut had 
deported them didn't want them
and^'Si/r Shiliayam^
and his family, stayed in the U.S
thanks only to a program that hired 
Sea!!’ °o‘ ‘0 ‘heinNewtrsey.™

Nishimoto's father decided to 
take his family to Japan-
wa^H^h^ won the

loJa Vl"" ^ journey in
huttir^^ h ‘J’c ship
hugging the coastlines, escorted by
gray destroyers and the low pro
files of submarines. Men were in 
cabins be owHpri/c ______  V,

.u® r belief even

"o^yo Bay and saw 
t1i™rr'“" anchored

person today, I would be seUish."
Both Mochizuki and Nishimoto 

/ ceturned to the U.S. and 
married American citizens. Shiha-
biTflS ccsidency in
the U.S. and was drafted into the 
Army during the Korean War, 
serving m Germany, where a fellow

Despite the wartime deporta-i
Per"u' rl^^ •'“Psoese presence in t
Fu imn Alberto .1Fujimori, the son of Japanese '

was elected president 
in 1980 One of Nishimoto's cousins 

high-placed Japa-interj"”'''*"'

-Justice Department 
star ed presenting official letters of 
somn^^ '‘"P ”0.000 checks to
?an°?ni ■J^P®"cse Ameri-
an ,nternCL-.s the culmination of a 

lung.s-ti ugglc. fup- l edress.
Most of the Latin American Jap-

government. They did not qlm 
r«.

worked hard to build up what the!!
startld". h!1!'' waV
started and they lost everything."“'la tney lost everything " 
have tried unsuccessfully to per-suade o ricials to grant e/emptos

Americans,
sa d Robin Toma, a Los Angeles

cabins below deikrseparated"from 
ESand^o„ts!onsp?e:drut

"My sister thought they were
going to shoot us," Shibayama says.

On the ship that took away 
Nishimoto s family, including her 

pregnant mother, 
was ano.her rumor. "Some people

vBpaiicdt; u

ji'' *'" J'-'P"" hud ^oups^seekirg i"ed're\T'lorthl'
lust the wai," Alice Nishimoto says m‘crnees. « "°‘”s for the

Tokyo had ......... .. 'Wve met with the Office of

met

'•^‘•newdf, Aiice Nishimoto sdys. 
Tokyo hHd been rJeviist.iterJ by

‘be'city liJere'S oTthet rela“ 
il “hved—Hiroshima, which

ny) of schoolmates who called her
tbetited&“‘’^'^^"'-'m

•• VI V •aaj'iftg Ithe Amazon,”

NirarwfSKai;:were forced to disrobe and snravoH
" ^"cans, wnere the detainees 

were forced to disrobe and sprayed 
with DDT an experience that was 
especially demeaning for the wom- 
en. You know Japanese ladies " 
Shibayama .says. "They're very 
sfiy. Then came a railroad trip to

rphe Mochizuki family lived on everfhMe"’°K‘ ‘n‘crnees-
I eweet potatoes as hunge^ Ue camn m

soresri ihro,,»u.... unger me camps—are now senior citi-
muY represent a last chance for an official acknowl-

‘beTor"e‘s.mhvmg’‘""’"«

"Some day 1 will be gone " 
Mochizuki says, "but I want people
hLen"ed“ th'lt

-L sweet potatoe 
spread throughout the ravaged
hashddon'tXTecades'

f 1 a ?'" suffering
y, ' PlP",‘ 8° through thai |in 
Japan), I would be a different



iJO/ ^U/ L i . ^ OU/ ruoL-AV- r\rro JL yj ■' vy o v>

'fisjlinston fast

;N»^1 I See b My Dreams Going Away’
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At a California Clinic, 

Outbreak of Uncertainty
By William Claiborne

Washington Post StaH Wriier

LOS ANGELES—Uncertainty 
hang^ in the air in the waiting room of 
Clinica Romero. Everyone knows 
something bad is coming, but no one is 
quite sure what. Or when.

Rosita Garcia, an unemployed 
housekeeper who immigrated here le
gally from El Salvador 15 years ago, 
knows that her diabetes and high 
blood pressure require frequent medi
cal attention, and she is vaguely aware 
that some sort of new welfare law 
could end her Medicaid benefits.

“Has it passed yet?," she asked last 
week, nearly a month after Congress 
enacted the bill and the day before 
President Clinton signed it into law. 
“Where will I get money to pay the 
doctor? If I find work, my employer 
won’t pay for medical care."

Margot Rodriguez, 38, a legal im
migrant from Guatemala who said she 
took home $90 the previous Week 
from her job as a garment worker, 
asked, "How long can I, come here? 
Where else can I go to see a doctor?"

And Carlos Lopez, 38, also a legal 
immigrant frpom Guatemala seemed 
confused by the intent of the welfare 
reform bill. "Even for legals it’s in ef
fect’,” asked the unemployed laborer, 
who came to the clinic for treatment 
of a respiratory ailment. “Is this going 
to happen all over America?," he 
asked.

It is. Nationally, when the new law 
tak« effect Oct. 1 about 650,000 le
gal immigrants, most of them already 
in the United States, may no longer 
have access to Medicaid. An estimat
ed 1 miUion legal immigrants, many of 
them children, will be ineligible for 
food stamps, and roughly 500,000 
residents will be cut off from Supple
mental Security Income (SSD target
ed to the needy elderly, blind and disa
bled.

Nowhere will the change be felt 
more acutely than in California, home 
to nearly 4-0 percent of the approxi
mately 1.5 million documented aliens 
who receive federal assistance. The 
state’s Health Services ^Jepartment 
has estimated that 260,400 legal im
migrants receive benefits under SSI 
and Medi-Cal, California’s Medicaid 
program, and immigrant rights groups 
say that 425,000 legal immigrants, 
half of them children, will lose food 
stamp benefits.

In Los Angeles County, which has 
the state’s highest concentration of 
immigrants, 200,000 families with 
children could lose benefits under Aid 
to Famihes With Dependent Children, 
the main federal-state welfare pro
gram, if the state exercises its new 
authority to disqualify legal immi
grants, according to the county’s Ad
ministrative Office. More than 
300,000 county residents could lose 
eligibility for food stamps.

California’s Legislative Analyst’s 
Office estimated recently that the 
welfare reform law will likely result in 
a net reduction of $6.8 billion in feder
al funds to the state over the next six 
years, about two-thirds due to the 
elimination of federal aid to noncitizen 
immigrants. However, the report said 
the precise effect on the poor could 
only be determined after state imple
mentation policy is set and some of 
the new law’s provisions are inter
preted.

Gov. Pete Wilson (R) and the Re
publican majority in the state Assem
bly are considering calling a special 
session of the legislature to decide on 
implementation of the reforms and ad
dress such issues as when to exercise 
the new option of withholding Medi
care assistance from legal immigrants 
and how far to scale back other bene
fits.

Under state law, the counties—as ■ 
the designated providers of last re- ‘ 
sort—are responsible for maintaining 
a social services safety net for the

poor. They presumably will bear new 
costs in emergency medical care at 
county hospitals and cash benefits un
der the general assistance program. 
The burden will come at a time when 
a number of counties, including Los 
Angeles County, face fiscal crises and 
have closed county medical facilities.

Because of the uncertainty over how 
much the California legislature—par
ticularly the Democrat-controlled state 
Senate—will cut immigrants’ benefits, 
immigrants rights advocates and pro
viders of social services say they are 
unable to accurately predict the impact 
on needy aliens. Leaders of both par- 

.ties predict major battles in both the 
Senate and the Republican-controlled 
Assembly.

But social service providers say they 
are certain that the welfare reforms 
will have wide-ranging unintended con
sequences, particularly for immigrants . 
who, out of ignorance or unfamiliarity 
with English, fail to seek assistance 
even in emergencies because they be
lieve they will be turned away no mat
ter how dire thpir situation.

The most vulnerable among the im
migrant population will be the elderly 
and women and children, said Luke E. 
Willi^ Jr., executive-directpr of the 
Coalition for Humane Immigrant 
Rights of Los Angeles [CHIRLA], one 
of six groups that have banded togeth
er to lobby the state legislature'to soft
en the implementation of the welfare 
reforms and to prepare service provid
ers and recipients for the changes.

"The service providers haven’t even 
begun to deal with this, and they can’t 
begin to act until the legislature has 
spoken. They’re calling us and saying, 
‘We have someone who is getting dial
ysis and he’s an. immigrant. Cm we 
continue providing ifr,’" Williams said.

His greatest fear, Williams said, is 
picking up the newspaper and reading 
about an 80-year-old Asian immigrant 
being found dead in his apartment of 
starvation or lack of critical medical at
tention because he believed he was in
eligible even for emergency assistance.

Another unintended consequence 
could be immigrants who assume they 
are no longer eligible for food stamps, 
cash payments or medical care, but are 
in fact exempt from the cutbacks, Wil
liams said. For example, he said, veter
ans who are not citizens remain eligible 
for benefits but sonic of them may not 
realize that.
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Also exempted from the ban on aid 
are muiugrants who have worked 40 
quarters (10 years) without receiving 
any means-tested aid. Welfare rights 
advocates say that many immigrants, 
particularly nannies and housekeepers 
cannot prove they have worked 40 

because their employers 
failed to pay their Socia. Security tax- 
6S.

"We have to educate the service 
providers and the recipients so that we 
aren t disqualifying everyone who 
comes m speaking with an accent or is 
unable to produce naturalization pa
pers. We need to put the onus on the 
agenaes to determine if there are ex
emptions. But we have to start prepar
ing them before it’s too late," Williams 
said.

"Also, how do you define 'medical 
emergenaes?,’ ” he asked. “We’re go- 
mg to see a big increase in emergency 
rMm care, which is not exactly cost- 
effective. But there is still too much 
uncert^ty over who can get such 
care, Williams said.

Another provision that Williams pre
dated will become a problem is the 
deeming requirement in federal 

means-tested proems, in which the
spoi^r of an immigrant who comes af
ter Oct. 1 IS responsible for the immi- 
p^t s^welfare for the first five years 
here. Even after five years elapse 
many immigrants still will be ineligible 
for help under new standards that 
count the mcome of their sponsors as 
their own.

"What happens when an immigrant’s

son who has a nice aerospace job for 
three years suddenly loses his job and 
^ no longer provide for his father? 
Does the old man move to the street’ 
This bill doesn’t give you any guidance 
where it’s not cut and dried. That’s 
where the greatest potential for dam
age comes in," Williams said.

Welfare officials and immigrant 
nghte advocates said the numbers of 
immigrants forced off public assistance 
could be lower than predicted if, as ex
pected, large numbers of aliens seek 
atizenship. However, they said, wait
ing lists for naturalization are already 
long.

Resident Clinton on Friday ordered 
Attorney (Jeneral Janet Reno to re
duce delays ip processing citizenship 
papers. He also promised to lessen the 
impact of the welfare cutbacks on legal 
immigrants who lose benefits by assur
ing that they will not be denied non
cash services needed to protect life and 
safety, such as access to soup kitchens, 
emergency medical services and child 
protection. Clinton said the administra
tion will grant waivers allowing states 
to extend eligibility for food stamps to 
the maximum time allowed by the 
law—one year for most aliens and two 
for those who are elderly or disabled.

At the Clinica Romero—a state and 
coimty-funded free clinic that serves 
mostly immigrants from Central Amer
ica in the heavily Hispanic Pico-Union 
neighborhood just west of downtown 
Los Angeles^Human Resources Di
rector Oscar Lopez said he expects a 
sharp downturn in patients. He said 
many are likely to hear about the wel
fare cuttocks, assume they are no lon
ger eligible for assistance and won't 
seek medical care. He recalled such a’ 
downturn in 1994 after Proposition 
187 was adopted, which, he said, re
flected fear and uncertainty of the fu
ture.

Proposition 187, whose implementa
tion is stalled by legal appeals, required 
a ban on social service education 
benefits for illegal immigrants. The 
federal welfare reform act specifically 
bars illegal immigrants from most fed
eral, state and local public assistance, 
although it does not stop undocument
ed aliens from receiving public educa
tion, I

The situation for us is dramatic, ' 
and our future is not very bright, to say I
the least. Even now, vrith all this immi- | 
grant-bashing hysteria in California, 
many people are too scared to seek 
medical help. Now with this [welfare 
reform] we’re gomg to liave to go out

i -3^

and talk people into coming here for 
help," Lopez said. Their reluctance will 
impair efforts to contain sexually trans- i 
mitted and other communicable diseas
es, and jeopardize the lives of persons 
with hf^threatening illnesses, he said.

Immigrant rights advocates say it is 
up to the state to soften some of the 
impact of the welfare reform bill.

"The state legislature has to do what 
Congress failed to do, and that is deal 
with the unintended consequences. 
They have to provide some kind of 
safety net for the poorest immigrants 
or our worst nightmares are going to 
come true. We're going to be picking 
up the paper and reading about trage
dies,” Williams said.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ^
Read an overview citing who is 
eligible for Medicaid as documented 
by the Health Care Financing 
Administration by clicking on the
obove symbol on the front page of The
Posts site on the World Wide Web at 
http:/lwww.washingtonpost.com
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ver a pleasant lunch in his 
office this summer, Gen. 
Barry McCaffrey 
explained to me his poli

cies that "drugs are a cancer, not a 
war."

"Drug use in America is down 
one-half — by 50 percent," he 
began. “Drug-users fell from 23 
million to 11 million between 1979 
and 1994. Cocaine use is down by 
75 percent. Remember, one-third 
of the armed forces were using 
drugs in the 1970s. It was then that 
we started talking about it as a 
war.

“That sounds good.” he went on, 
“but when your mother is addicted 
to Quaaludes, she's not the enemy.”

Retired Gen. McCaffrey, who 
was appointed the Clinton admin
istration’s “drug czar” after a ster^ 
ling military career of leadership in 
the Gulf war and in Panama, is a 
spare, plain-spoken man. No one 
questions his honor, his determina
tion or his dignity.

In his speeches, he has laid out 
the realities for his country. In one, 
for example, he said, “At stake are 
trust in our public institutions, the 
security of our neighborhoods, the 
health and safety of our schools and 
work environments and the future 
of our young people. Drugs have 
killed 500,000 Americans and cost 
us $300 billion during the decade of 
the ’90s."

Czar McCaffrey has done his 
work well. In fact, in the relatively 
few months that he has been in 
office, he has put together a solid 
and balanced anti-drug program

Moral 

outrage 

lacking in 

drug war
for at least the next 10 years. But 
the White House itself tragically 
lacks crucial weapons in the war 
and medicines for the cancer.

Let us examine the newest reve
lations of our complicated drug 
problem.

This week a report was released 
showing that teen drug abuse has 
skyrocketed. It increased 105 per
cent between 1992 and 1995, climb
ing 33 percent from 1994 to 1995. 
The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) in its annual survey 
confirmed Gen. McCaffrey's data 
that general drug use in America 
remained flat. But its findings that 
drugs are now used on a monthly 
basis by 10.9 percent of children 
ages 12 to 17, up from 8.2 percent 
in 1994 and 5.3 .percent in 1992, 
were staggering.

Bush administration drug czar 
William Bennett immediately 
jumped into the fray, accusing the

Clinton administration of a "nation- 
^ disgrace.” Public policy, he said, 
is.a “manifestation of attitude," and 
this administration has been “cav
alier, unengaged and unconcerned 
about illegal drugs. I have never, 
never, never found any administra
tion that’s been so silent on this 
great challenge to the American 
people.”

Mr. Bennett is right and leads us 
to the heart of the policy problem; 
One m^or weapon the administra
tion has not used is the moral.

Only last niontli, for instance, 
information came from congres
sional testimony that background 
investigations on White House 
employees had found that more 
than 40 of them had used drugs, 
some in recent years, including 
cocaine, crack and hallucinogens. 
Furthermore, the Secret Service 
had actually rejected White House 
passes for an unspecified number of 
those Clinton employees because 
their drug usage constituted a secu
rity risk, but the president allowed 
them to work anyway.

TT ^ite House spokesman 
Vw Michael McCurry then 
y V compounded the disgrace 

when he cavalierly tossed off a 
remark that he, too, had "smoked 
a joint from time to time" in the 
1970s. It was when Gen. McCaf
frey called him, telling him his 
remarks were “incomplete" 
because they contained no moral 
regret, that Mr. McCurry publicly 
apologteed.

You See, the Reagan and Bush

administrations’ “War on Drugs" 
— with its balance between Nancy 
Reagan’s much-maligned “Just Say 
No." rehabilitation, and a stern, no- 
nonsense interdiction program — 
was working.

• However, when Bill Clinton 
became president, he barely even 
rnentioned drugs. In line with the 
administration's love of therapy 
and hatred of any kind of war, 
funds were deliberately shifted 
from interdiction to the treatment 
of hard-care addicts, and the drug 
office was cut from 120 staffers to 
25 (some czardom!),

Another weapon in the war — 
or medicine for this cancer — 
has also been severely cut back. 
That is the sure use of force 
against the drug trade. The 
administration's obsession with 
non-military solutions to just 
about everything (they fight only 
"economic wars”) has now led it 
to punish Colombia by with
drawing certification of its drug- 
fighting resolve, at least in sub
stantial part because the 
Colombian military is such an 
aggressive fighting force.

Most of all, where is the moral 
outrage over what drugs are doing 
to America and to Americans. Gen. 
McCafiiey has that sense of outrage 
and shows it, but the president and 
the rest of the White House do not. 
The unavoidable explanation is that 
they simply do not feel it.

Geovgie Anne Geyer is a nation
ally syndicated columnist

r-'

Lann America policy should be about more than drugs and immigration
It’s a sham that foreign policy 

experts of the Republican Party 
now see Latin America only in rela
tion to drugs and immigration, 
while any expansion of North 
American Free Ihade Agreement 
has been shelved. No wonder Mer
cosur is looking to Europe for lead
ership.

On drugs, u is conveniently 
brushed aside that just as Prohibi
tion helped build powerful criminal 
organizations in this country, the 
“war on drugs" has made the car
tel chieftains millionaires. Yes, the 
laws of economics 2dso apply to ille- 
eal and black market.'!. And when a

New York or Washin^on street sell
er of drugs makes in a bad night 
what a Latin American police offi
cer or judge earns each month, 
even bureaucrats should under
stand the consequences.

On immigration, it is hypocriti
cal to believe in the free flow of 
goods, services and capital, but not 
of labor. The “immigration prob
lem" is not a problem created by 
excessive freedom, but by the 
American welfare state. lb blame 
poor Mexican peasants for taking 
advantage of bad laws passed by 
college-educated US. legislators is 
laughable.

Your columnist Arnold Beich- 
man (“Love affair with Scottish 
heroin ... and the Mexican drug 
^eat,” op-ed, July 30) goes too far 
in calling Mexico a "narco-democ- 

_ racy" and a “high-tech kleptocra- 
cy." Does the A.merican intelli
gentsia nostalgically yearn for an 
explosion of gringo-hating protest, 
and the stoning of embassies, and 
US. companies? Get real!

CARLOS BALL 
Venezuelan journalist 
Aeencia Imeramericana De Prensa 
Economic '

Boca Raton
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U.S. agent
shoots
Mexican
• The agent claims he was pelted 
with rocks near the Douglas-Aqua 
Prieta border.
^PAMEU HARTMAN
CtonSMTWrinr

A U.S. Border Patrol agent shot a Mexican man in 
^ back yMterday along the inteniational border at 
Do«^. after the agent apparently was pelud with 
nato by a group of immigrants, Mexican authorities 
said yesterday.Tl^Mracan man, identified as 48-year-old Miguel 
Feta Perez of Guaynias, Son., was shot in the lower 
^ and was in stable condition last night at an Agua 
Pneta Son., hospital, Mexican Consul Roberto Rodri
guez Hernandez said.

R^guez said doctors would determine today
surgery to remove the bulletu- S . Rodnguez said. "The bullet is inside 

nis body.
U.S. Border Patrol spokesman Rob Daniels said the 

m^nt occurred at 3:35 p.m. in an area west of the
**“ ® «“ of frequent

Dmels said the shooting occurred in U.S. territory 
tat Rodriguez said it occurred right along the interna- 
tio^ ““ separates Douglas from Agua Prieta.

Damals said the agent was not injured in yester-
one shot ftom hta ser-

sSSSSSSSsS
BORDER, oontlnued/4A
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Border agent shoots man
Continued from 1A

whether to place the agent on leave 
while the incident is investigated.

Rodriguez said Perez admitted 
throwing a rock, but denied throw
ing it in the direction of the patrol 
agent.

"At this tnontent, nobody knows 
exactly what the situation was, and 
why the border agent shot," Rodri
guez said.

Rodriguez said Perez was an ag
ricultural worker who used to be 
homeless and was staying for sev
eral days with friends in Ague Pri- 
eta.

"He seems to me that he's very 
inoffensive." Rodriguez said. "He 
doesn’t represent any kind of dan
ger. Supposedly, he was trying to 
protect some children from the ac
tions of the Border Patrol ofEcer 
But who knows?"

Rodriguez said two people wit
nessed the shooting.

Rodriguez said the Mexican ai- 
tonwy general’s office is opening 
an investigation. Officials from the 
U.S. Inspector General’s Office ar
rived in Douglas last night tn inves

tigate the incident.
Agua Prieta Police Chief Alfre

do Fragoso said Perez was drunk at 
the time of the shooting and was 
with a group of men who were 
throwing stones at two patrol 
agents.

Fragoso said he didn't think the 
shooting was justified, and ques
tioned why an agent would use a 
gun against men who were throw- 
ingrocks.

Last week a Douglas patrol 
agent fired one shot at a group of 
illegal immigrants who were 
throwing large rocks at him along 
the border. No one was hit by the 
bullet, and no disciplinary action 
was taken against the agent.

Daniels said yesterday’s con
frontation was the third in eight 
days along the border.

In 1992. a U.S. Border Patrol 
agent in Nogales shot and kiUed an 
unarmed Mexican man. The agent, 
Michael Elmer, resigned from the 
patrol and was found not guilty on 
charges of murder and civil rights 
violations in separate state and fed
eral ^als. Elmer argued he had 
fired in self-defense.

H
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U.S. plan to kill coca 

stirs violent protests

@029

FLORENCIA, Colombia CAP) - As 
teen-age soidieis with bayonets fidgeted 
nearby, a Catholic bishop cried to 
soothe a crowd of angry coca formers - 
to no avail

Tear gas, rocks and gasnlinp botnbs 
were flying in minutes.

Peasants chai^ through billowing 
tear gu on a bridge leading into 
Florenda, taunting soldiers in gas masks 
but failing to break through bvbed-wire 
barricades.

“Don't lei me die," groaned one pro
tester, bleeding heavily from a shoulder 
wound as soldiers carned'him away on 
a sa etcher. He died soon after.

Peasants in this southern coca-grow
ing region are responding with violence 
to a U.S.-backed campaign to target Che 
drug trade ai its source, by wiping out 
the shrub whose leaves ate processed 
into cocaine.

The government has said it intends to 
wipe out the more than 100,000 acres 
of coca plants in Colombia by 1997, but 
new fields are being planted so fest that 
the goal seems out of reach.

Protests against eradication have also 
taken place in recent years in neighbor- ‘ 
ing Peru and Bolivui, where ai least. 
450,000 people live off the illegal crop.

But the Colombian protests, which 
started last month, have been more vio- ' 
lenL Tens of thousands of peasants have 
marched on southern towns, disrupting 
business and transport

Florencia, the capital of Caqueta 
State with about 120,000 residents, is 
now virtually under siege. Aerial fumiga
tion began in the region 240 miles south 
of Bogota a few weeks ago.

At least six people died in last week’s 
violence, and thousands of protesters 
arc camped on Florenda's outskirts, 
blocked by army barricades. The mayor 
has declared a curfew and harmed alco-

COLOMBIA
hoi sales.

The militaiy says the peasants have 
been Incited by guerrillas whose drug-re
lated activities rival those of the Cali 
canel, the world's most powerful co
caine syndicate. .

b commeius broadcast nationwide by 
radio. President Ernesto Samper said 
yesterday that the riots were evidence of 
“hidden .imeresis" - which he did not 
specif - chat aimed to rii»OTViiii>» 
goVeiiunent.

But so many people in Plorenda 
thrive on coca — £rom the peasants who' 
grow ii to the bank owners, truck driv
ers and store owueia who do business 
wth them - that red, blue and, yellow 
Colombian flags have been draped out
side many of the town’s buildings .in 
support of the protest.

Whether ‘aerial fumigation’ will even 
work is dubious. The coca plant offers 
several harvests ■ a .year and harvesters 
make SSO.a day - more than three Hrnnc 
the vrage for picking yucca or corn.

“If ih^ iiunigaie 20 hectares here, 
we'll cultivate-200 heoates over there,” 
said Cesar Mundaca, a peasanL 'They'll 
■have to get rid of the whole forest."

Peasants have also developed ways of 
protecting their crop against glyphosate, 
the herbicide supplied by the United 
States: They douse coca bushes with a 
blend of water and molasses, which acts 
as a protective film.

The government stepped up etaduai- 
tion under pressure from U.S. officials 
angered by evidence that Sgmito won 
office with drug money.

U.S. officials say crop eradicalion is 
the least painful method for Samper's

government to curb the drug trade. Es
tablishing longer jail terms fox drug 
lords and confiscating their proper^' 
would be more effective.

But many protesters see the United 
States as dictating Colombian and-diug 
policy.

"Samper killer kneeling before the 
gringos," read a sign at the funeral 
Thursday for a peasant who died from a 
bayonet wound.

Mourners shouted “Military murder
ers.'” as they trailed a while Cadillac 
bearing the peasant's coffin to the 
Florencia cemetery. People on scooters 
blasted horns in sympathy.

The army daiiiis guerrillas, who 
shoot at police planes spraying herbi
cide, force peasants to protest and that 
rebels armed with handguits have infij- 
traied the rioters.

The rebel Revolunonary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, with at least 
10,000 fighters, makes SI million a day 
providing security for drug labs, secret 
aiisaips and other drug-related activi
ties, the govemmeiu: says-

StartMet news link
The US. Stale Departmeni issues a 

report on cooa and cocaine.
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Marines join fight against border bandits in Naco
By PAMELA HARTMAN h»M ...u  ...................................
CUienSUHV/ritar

W 2 
-fl ^

Mexico.
Piiitek faulted (lie federnl gov

ernment for wisBl he said was fail
ure to address cross-border crime

CUienSuav/ritar
A coiilliigent of U.S, Marines 

wHI begin placing verilcal rail 
tracks along 2.S miles of border at 
Naco in an effort to prevent car 
tlvleves and drug traffickers ftom 
fleeing into Mexico.

Cochise County Sheriff John
Pintek said the barriers, which will “■= <u auuress cross-oortier 
supplement two miles of steel fenc- problems in Cocliise County.

U S. Dorder Pa- He has previously compared (he 
m 1994 will make the area saf- border bandit problem to terrxirlsm 

er for local residents. Naco, near and has Ooated the idea of closiiie 
^ port of entiy. Pintek sold

n° , <>e devised the rail idea to Uy to ad-
Un 16 occasions over the past dress the community's concerns 

four years, armed robbers have 'Tm taking (he bull by the horns

cr~

Iiomes ill southern Cochise County nc n n n i .armed inlrusion-S: The rails will replace (lirt
The robbers, commonly known n u n P«»™1 spokesman '^Aiiy Rmtl oi .ofrorl to reduce strings of barbed-wire fencing ih,

as border bandits, ofien steal resl- m ° Daniels said staffing at the bonJer-ielaied crime is a good is frequently cut by bandits In a 
denis' cars, cash and possessions '"‘'rf?sed by 50 tiling." Dover sa.!c|. "But frankly, 1 area west of the Naco port of entii
and then flee across the border into percent Uiis year, and don I see this particular effort as in A Marine engineering unit, pa
Mexico. ® a dozen more agents Hie long run making a big differ- of (Jie Joint Task Force 6 milllai

-------------------------------- will be added by Die end of the ence." baltalion, will work on the rail pri
™ . \ ^ «oi«niiuii, Will >vuir ofMiie rail pnDevei* said ihe Sheriffs Dcpaji- Ject until Ocf. 11.

, ineni needs to establish better rela- Palomlnas resident Edwin Yorl
li/lflC \Ulfl) Ifc ...I_________ ____ 1_ l_ . ■ . . • . .

year.
Pintek, who is tunning for re- “'ao'ian oener rela- Palomlnas resident Edwin Yoi

election, said he began working on ' ^ Mexican counterpart who was robbed at gunpoint le
the rail project after becoming . ®'>courage deputies to leave year, said he lias spent 56,000 I 
slieiiff in 1993. Pintek faces ttvo ®nd patrol more on foul $6,000 on home security iince Ih
challengers next month in the «he liorder. .......................................
Democratic pricrtary race Puilek said Southern Pacific

. _ ' r, . . railroad donated the steel rslls,
Lariy Devery a fiepiiblican can- wlilch stand about 30 inches’higli 

diilate for shenff, said more fenc- and will be placed so cars won't be 
ing won t be enough to slop the able to drive between them.

robbeiy. York said he woiild like , 
see the poi1s of entry closeu afier 
cross-border crime occurs/

"This Is not a county problem, 
York said. "This is an Interualiom 
problem." ;

l§
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Services Not Key for latinas 

’in U.S. Dlegally, Study Shows
■ Immigrants: Few rely on public assistance, and most are here to stay. 
Proposition 187 backers say the UCI report overlooks realities.

----------------------- ------------------ - diet the fierce arguments of illegal inuni-
graiion foes, who have pushed in recent 
years to cut access for undocumented 
mimigranis to public health and welfare 
services.

"The political rhetoric has focused on we 
negative, that undocumented immigrahls 
have come to abuse our eystem and if we 
slop them from using social services, 
they’ll go back," said Leo Chavez, a UC 
Irvine anthropology professor who helped 
lead the study team.

, "We’re saying those assumptions are off. 
■I^rae;are people who are basically work- 
Inri' cliM, don’t seem to be using eatorbiiant 

; health care. And thiyEmbrace life
they" feel comfortable here. They 

' have an investment here in terms of their 
Please see LATINAS, Bll

By ERIC BAILEY
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Four of five illegal immigrant Latinas in 
Orange County themselves es pw' of, 
their community and nearly iwo-ihisds 
hope to remain in the United States, but 
they don’t consider taxpayer-subsidized 
social services a lure to stay, a UC Irvine 
study has found. i

The study, derived from telephone inter
views with 160 randomly selected undocu
mented Latinas in the county, also found 
that—despite low incomes and the pres
ence of^TOung children—Ih^uib^cf public 
assistafwa^'and preventive health:'services 
was low.

Most of the findings in the .study conlra-

Continued from B1
jobs and kids." Chavez said.

But foes attacked the study, 
suggesting it overlooks basic real - 
iiies.

"This looks to me to be a com
plete whitewash of illegal immi
gration." said Harold Ezell, a for
mer federal immigration official 
and one of the leading proponents 
at Proposition 167, the watershed 
anti-illegal immigration measure 
approved by voters in 1994. "He's 
obviously never bren to any of the 
emergency rooms in Orange 
County to see who's using them— 
it's non-English-speaking young 
people with babies."

Ezell added that if illegal immi
grants "really want to feel part of 
the commuriiiy, they ought to learn 
to speak English."

Several academicians said the 
UC Irvine report, despite the pit- 
falls of conducting sensitive socio
logical research over the tele
phone, at the very least echoes the 
findings of previous studies on 
illegal immigrants elsewhere in 
California.

"This is a very meritorious effort 
to try to get information from a 
sample of women who are at the 
heart of a lot of the controversies 
that have been bubbling over in 
Southern California for a long time, 
since well before the passage of 
Proposition 187," said Ruben Rum- 
baui, a sociology professor at 
Michigan Slate University and 
author of "Immigrant America; A 
Portrait."

The findings were culled from a 
larger, three-year Study of 803 
Latinas in Orange County—un
documented. legal immigrants and 
Laiina citizens—being conducted 
by Chavez and three other re
searchers for the American Cancer 
Institute. A control group of 422 
white women were' also inter
viewed for the project, which is 
focused on cancer screening and 
ireaimeni.AS an offshoot of the bigger 
project. Chavez said, "these were 
sort of incidental findings. We 
didn't have an a.x to grind or enter 
into a political debate when we did 
our research. I think it gives our 
findings more credibility."

\n



,ua/zb/ab i/:aa rtuu. -ZD yb(lviUIN) uy:59 30/ ;ja4bINS ROPIO lINb t'UBLlU

TEL:714 643 4883
/ UOU

P, 002

He also said ihc study marks one 
of the first research efforts on 
illegal immigrants that uses ran
domly selected subjccLs. Because 
illegal immigrants often linger in 
the shado»/s of society, it is difli- 
CUlt to reach a broad population.

But in Orange County. 94% of all 
Laiinos have telephones, allowing 
researchers here to make contact 
more easily. Most other studies 
have relied on data from the Immi
gration and Naturalization Service, 
the U.S, Census Bureau or inter
views with people befriended m 
the field.

The study, which is slated for 
publication in the International Mi
gration Review, provides a telling 
statistical snapshot of undocu
mented L^^nas in Orange County.

It found that undocumented La- 
linas represent 3.7% of women 18 
and older in the county, where 
23% of all people are Latino. These 
undocumented Lalinas have been 
in the country four year.s on aver
age, compared with about a dozen 
years for documented Lalinas.

The median age of undocu
mented Lalinas is 27, compared 
with 33 for legal immigrants. The 
average undocumented Latina had 
two children, and a quarter of them 
lived in household.^ with two or 
more married couples sharing the 
same roof.

Less than a quarter of them were 
employed full Lime, compared with 
40% for documented Lalinas and 
more than 50% for Latina citizens. 
Of those who worked. 58% held 
service jobs, predominantly house- 
cleaning and child care.

But very few, the .study found, 
had jumped into the welfare safely 
net. Only 3% of the undocumented 
LaUnas in the study said they wore 
receiving Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children for their U.S.- 
born children, the .same percentage 
as for documented and citizen LaU
nas.

Only 21% had private medical 
insurance coverage, compared 
with 52% of the documented and 
77 % of Latina citizens. The figure 
for white women was 86%. Even 
so, just 18% of the undocumented 
Lalinas said they turned to gov
ernment-sponsored medical pro
grams, the study found.

Although Illegal immigrants 
have been characterized in healed 
public policy debates as sojourners 
eager to reap the wealth of the 
United States and then return 
home, the study found otherwise.

It concluded that 84% of the 
undocumented Latlnas said they 
felt pan of a community in the 
United Stales and more than 63% 
said they wanted to remain and not 
return home.

The longer they have been here, 
the stronger their desire to stay. Of 
those who have lived here longer 
than five years. 79% said they 
wanted to slay. Only about half of 
those living here five years or less 
desire to remain.

There also was a north-south 
bios. Lalinas in the northern part of 
Orange County, which has long- 
established Spanish-speaking en
claves in Santa Ana and surround
ing cities, are more likely to feel a 
community spirit than those in the 
upscale South County, the study 
found.

A sense of community figured 
^ongly in the reasoning of un-auungiy in tnc reasoning of undocumented Latinas hoping to stay 
m the country. Those ensconced in 
their community were 10 times as 
likely as those without such senli- 
ipenis to express a desire to stay in 
the United States, the study deter
mined.

Those here longer than five 
years were three times as likely to

Bui, somewhat surprisingly, 
those with a regular source of 
health care were 65% less likely 
tnan those without it to intend to 
stay, a finding Chavez said might 
reflect a dissatisfaction with the 
quality of care, language difflcul- 
lies and uncovered costs that prove 
a financial frustration.

The study concludes that un
documented Latina immigrants a're 
lured across the border not by 
social services but rather because 
of work, family and community.

“If we shut off healthcare if we
shut off the schools, the jobs are 
still going to be here and they 
aren’t going to make a mass migra
tion home," Chavez said. "We need 
to discuss what kind of society 
we’re creating under that see- 
nano.

Rumbaui agreed, saying that 
the moral of the story is we reap 

what we sow. When you welcome 
people to a community, you en
courage them to-feel that they 
matter, and that they have a stake 
here. But if you sow hate, you'll 
reap the products of hale. If you 
sow exclusion, you can't expect rhe 
constructive investments that peo
ple who feel they’re part of the 
whole are going to make."

Wayne Cornelius, research di
rector at the Center for U.S.- 
Mexican Studies at UC San Diego, 
cautioned that the study reflects 
only the urban-dwelling immi
grant and not those who dwell in 
rural areas, such as migrant farm 
workers. But, he said, it still under
scores a broad body of prior re
search showing that most -ri’«gal 
immigrants feel grounded in the 
United States.

'’Politicians like to view this as a 
population ’ that isn't rooted, one 
that can be induced to sell-deport 
simply by denying access to social 
services." Cornelius .said. "Study 
after study has shown that the 
proportion of undocumented immi
grants expressing a desire to stay 
in the U.S. is high."

He also said that the findings on 
health care are important. With a 
population that intends to .stick 
around, the lack of preventive 
screening for cancer and other 
illnesses "is worrisome,” Cornelias 
said. "We should be spending more 
on this population for certain kinds 
of preventive care, if the object Is 
to reduce long-term outlays."
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U.S. Asylum 

for Pair From 

Ex-Soviet State
By NORMAN KEMPCTER
TIMES STArr WRrTBR

W T ASHINGTON-The 
\/W .Clintoi) idministraiion
* » granted political asylum 

Friday to iwo o^positioD politicians 
from Belarus, Accusing the stra
tegically located fornner Soviet re
public of a pattern of human rights 
abuses that echoes the repression 
of the Communist era.

It.ivaa the first time since the 
Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991 
that .thl United States has eon- 
ferrid refugee status on dissidents 
from any of the 15 former Soviet 
republics.

Zetion Poznyak, head of the 
Belairuaslan Popular Front, and his 
pre?s secretary, Sergei Naumchik. 
amuwnccd the decision at a news 
confmnee, handing reporters a 
letiw from the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service certifying 
UiatUie agency had "established a 
well-founded fear qf persecution 
were you to return to your coun
try." That' language represents the 
internationally recognized stand
ard for asylum.

The men said they flcti Belarus 
because their lives were in danger 
from the hard-line regime of 
President Alexander C. Lukashen
ko. They issued a statement accus
ing him of reverting to Soviet-era 
policies and of subverting Belarus
sian sovereignty by signing an 
economic agreement with Russia 
that reduces Belarus to little more 
than a vassal slate.

Last week, Lukashenko an
nounced plans to cancel: a parlia- 
menury election, ordering instead 
a referendum on 'extending his 
powers.

In its most recent human Tights 
report, the State Department said 
the Lukashenko government's hu
man rights record "worsened 
markedly as Belarus turned back 
toward Soviet-era authoritarian 
practices."

Stale Department spokeswoman 
Julie Reside said the Belarussian 
governmeni'a human rights abuses 
are the primary irritant preventing 
a closer relationship between 
AVashington and Minsk. She said 
that government repression also 
has undermined the Belarussian 
cconbiny,

"We' bring up Belarus’ human 
rights record at every opportunity 
both in Minsk and in Washington," 
she said. "We make clear to senior 
Belarussian officials our belief that 
Belarus has the potential to pros
per and to offer its clUzens a high 
standard of living but (thaij an 
open society is a prerequisite for 
progress."

Anti-government demonstra
tions in Minsk this spring were 
marked by violent clashes between 
protesters and police; two major 
demonstrations there in June and 
July, however, passed without In
cident.

Still. U.S. officials said Lukashen
ko remains intolerant of dissent.

'T'hc Belarussian government has 
A denied that the two men's livo.s 

are at risk and has accused them of 
trying to cause divisions In the . 
economically troubled republic.

Earlier this month, an aide to 
Lukashenko said the two men were 
"destabilizing the political situation 
in the republic by trying to present 
themselves as exiles."

Belarus, between Rus-sia and Po
land, was far more reluctant than 
other former republics in Europe to 
dismantle the Soviet empire.

The Minsk government recently 
restored the republic's Soviet-era 
flag and other symbols.



rt u i; 0 oTpiu l\ r ' u y "a y *TnT i'u Xi>4j 1 ClOl^XV/ nl'l'tJTEL:714 643 4883 P. 003

DATE S-1 M liOS J^GELES TIMES
ORANGE COUNTY EDITION

PAGE /? - / O

New Welfare Bill Revives Plans for Prop. 187
■ Imnilgration: Law bars 
illegal immigrants from 
most social services, but 
does not ban children 
from public schools.

By PATRICK]. McDONNEa
and MARK GLADSTONE 
TIMEI staff writers

f I ^he welfare overhaul signed
I into law by Preaideni Clinton 
X this week may breathe new 

life Into Proposition 1B7. the 1994 
ballot initiative that sought to bar 
illegal immigrants in California 
from getting most public services.

"There may be a whole host of 
areas where the objectives of 
Proposition 187 can be Imple
mented now," said Sean Walsh, 
spolceaman for Gov. Pete Wilson, a 
prime proponent of the ballot ini
tiative. which is now largely 
blocked by federal court order.

The new law specifically bans 
Illegal Immigrants from most fed
eral, slate and local public assist
ance programs—many of the same 
programs targeted by Proposition 
187 on the sUte level. Gov. Pete 
Wilson plans to issue an executive 
order next week directing state 
agencies to comply with new re
strictions.

The welfare law does not. how
ever, deal with one of Proposition 
187's most controversial provi
sions: banning illegal immigrant 
pupils from public elementary and 
secondary schools.

State officials also hope the new 
law will be legal ammunition in 
their ongoing court battle to imple
ment Proposition 187. much of 
which is now blocked by the 
courts.

"Regardless of the present legal 
aiaius of ProposiUon 187, the new 
federal law has enacted much of 
whai Proposition 107 sought to 
accomplish—perhaps even more," 
said Daniel Kolkey, legal affairs 
secretary for Gov. Wilson. "Many 
of the objectives of Proposition 187 
are now enshrined in federal law.”

Meanwhile, the team of lawyers 
who have successfully blocked the 
implementation of the ballot initia
tive met Friday in Los Angeles, 
partly .to discuss the implications 
for the new law. “We*re looking at 
It closely," said attorney Mark 
Rosenbaum, legal director of the 
American Qvil Llbexlies Union of 
Southern California.

N I'Hrlih'nn he I.tavvotp " 1"

be examining next week's executive 
order from the governor's office.

U.S. Distxici Judge Mariana R. 
Pfaelzer has blocked implementa
tion of most portions of Proposition 
187. calling the ballot measure "an 
impermissible state scheme" to 
usurp federal authority on immi
gration matters. Californians voted 
in favor of Proposition 167 by an 
almost 3-2 m^ority after a heated 
campaign that helped thrust immi
gration into the national spotlight.

the welfare draw and ending the 
special treatment for people who 
have broken the law."

Assem^woman Martha Bscutia 
(D-Huniington Park), an oppo
nent of Proposition 187. agreed 
that the federal welfare law seems 
to undermine the legal challenge to 
the initiative. "If anything, this is 
another way of reviving the issue" 
of Proposition 187, Escutia said.

However. Yolanda Vera, an at
torney with the National Immi-

However, ^dge puelwr. in hw^ gratjon Law Center, an immigrant
advocacy group in Los Angeles, 
said she believes that key Proposi
tion 187-like provisions of the new 
law are based on questionable le- 
g;aliiy or would take years to 
implement.

In addition, Vera warned that 
any suie attempt to implement 
new bans on social services could 
face a court challenge. "11 the state 
starts cutting people off benefits 
because of their immigration sta
tus, they've got to deal with the 
fact that they've got a federal court 
that has been looking at the case," 
Vera said.

The new welfare law incorpo
rated many Proposition 187-type 
restrictions on nonemergency 
health and social service assisunce 
for illegal immigrants. Lake Propo
sition 187. the welfare law includes 
sections requiring verification of 
applicants for certain public ben
efits—requirements that have sent 
a shudder through the ranks of 
social service providers in Los 
Angeles.

November 1995 ruling, also stated 
that California could seek to ex
clude illegal immigrants from 
health and social service programs 
funded entirely by the stale. Suie 
aulhoriiies are awbiting word from 
the judge on plans to ban illegal 
immigrants from two state-funded 
programs—prenatal care and long
term care—that state officials say 
cost California taxpayers about $70 
million annually.
John H. Sugiyama. the senior 
J assistant California attorney 
general who is heading the state 
legal effort to implement the ballot 
measure, said Friday that it was a 
"reasonable possibility" that the 
stale may be back in court citing 
the welfare statute as a legal lever 
before Judge Pfaelzer in Los An
geles.

"This is a step toward ending 
benefits for illegal immigrants," 
said John Nelson, acting press 
secretary to Assembly Speaker 
Curt Pringle (R-Garden Grove). 
'The spirit of 187 was about ending

And, in another nod to the Cali
fornia ballot measure, the welfare 
law also voids any slate or local 
law restricting communication 
about illegal immigrants between 
state or local government entities 
and the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. That pro
vision. analysts say, was aimed at 
Los Angeles and other cities that 
have restricted police-lNS co
operation.

The sections of the welfare bill 
blocking slate aid for illegal immi
grants is distinct from widely pub
licized portions of the bill that bar 
legal immigrants from receiving 
federal welfare and food sump 
benefits. States are also given the 
option to ban legal immigrants 
from Medicaid.

Even before passage of the new 
welfare law. illegal immigrants 
were already banned from most 
big-ticket aid programs, including 
nonemergency Medicaid benefits, 
food stamps and cash welfare out
lays for families, the aged and 
disabled. But the new federal law 
widens the ban and extends it to 
slate and local governmenu.

Under the new law, illegal immi
grants will only be eligible for a 
handful of government programs, 
such aa emergency care. Immuni
zation and the treatment of com
municable disease, school lunches, 
soup kitchens and ahort-icrm di
saster relief.
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child sits on 
the tracks 
near border 
fence in 
Tijuana’s 
Colonia 
Libertad, 
while youths 
andsome 
waiting to 

• cross into the 
United States 
playsocceron 
a dusty field 
near the 
border.
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Key bonier 

exit shuts 

at nightfall
of semrity cited 

onpedestrmn overpass
By Leonel Sanchez. su«wri,„

isssifffi'Ss^sc week, federal officials decided to take action

we<^To“'h?, meetings are planned in the next few 
Cassidy. ' ^ on the issue. ,said
SaSTiegoS^^ criticized by pedestrians and 

bSsno^ Tijuana at night must now walk!So

8/24/96

See BORDER on Page B-8

rder
Pedestrians unhappy 

..at overpass decision
Continued from B-l

that customs inspectors must be 
pulled away from their normal du-

■»
'■ *^cmember one inspector re-

to”hii "<=e up the ramp
to help a kid on drugs who was
unconscious," said Cassidy.
^She said most of the problems 
Have occurred on traditional party
l^%“nd^SSay-
V,.,. Many people believed the walk
way would be dosed only for the 
'v^k of the GOP convention, when 
police were on heightened alert. '' 
The walkway has been closed be

fore to tighten security at the port
.during protests at the border.
„, "The Republican convention is 
■ over. They don’t need to do this any 
.longer," said one pedestrian, declin- 
.ing to give his name.

Cassidy said the problem runs 
;<leeper than securing the area for 
protests.

‘'Ting to do is to pro- 
itEj themselves," she
uid.

be able to do it." said Filippini. e sue co
As a result the agency has hired security guards and

ssJi '°“
Neither U.S. Customs nor police could provide sta-

«Ss°made'M‘''^‘’of 
SS rSJfrS’ occur there are
not reported because of the absence of security or
liSS witnesses ar<r ancocpe^Trive. p6-

Cassidy said the problems sometimes get so severe

"■"n.
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We shuns GOP plank seeking to deny automatic citizenship
ro«XT(MESKEras£RV/CE P™P“scd immigration amendment. --------------------

^>ave due respect for the plat- nnrtu a—:1_ » ..
form,** Dole said. "I read a lot of

)y Frank Bruni
iLrt VORX T( M ES KEra SERVICE

S)r,-’Src»Lta.lbla7l.Jou'’r' SZtfSV'
: s at»rrcS£o’'„Tat„"5i .h^o^rwai'

CO legal immigrants. the anHipn ^ HOW**? Ill so Hninca iK» mo Rudicnce if he svould support

flo«,dahep.billwcCollum

i'S!'>l-?D»Iehadb.»aak.daUha

; an“vMim Zue\™d“oTye?retd' ^rolth"'1 Me’s moaa dadsiya stand yes

iIjrLtdrwHSS,:; “'»p""""'”’"”’‘"s .StISSiSs :i?TS«,i~?E s
U consensus of the who has mnuenoed him on this sul>- "No." Dole said.

^lorough review and did not a„bc 
—/eryUiing he saw. including (he

o/! Florida, sponsor Dole's comments vesterda
menh^rh ^ ""*^'^“^‘>^'31 amend- were made before hundreds of mei 
ment challenging automatic citizen- and women attending a conventioi
Sif ?< fa National A JauSsS

a“St\r r I**?
issi«mm: msM'cihiny*

gLU

?S
’’z'■i
jj^

!§

i?
33
’c



08/i;b/9b 17:38AUU.-^b VblMUN) 1U:U1 ’C^ZUZ 307INS ROPIO
294b lINb t^UBLlU Abbb

TEL:714 643 4883
SJ ^ / u o u

P. 006

DATE S liOS ANGELES TIMES
ORANGE COUNTY EDITION

PAGE n

The Immigrants’ View of Education
By Carlom Monsivais

MEXICO cmr
ne of the more alarming Tindings of 

I I a recent Rand study on how immi - 
V.^ grants fare in the U.S. education 
system was the low academic aspirations 
of Mexican immigrant children, compared 
with other immigrant groups. Even more 
disturbing, the study found that their 
academic aspirations weakened in subse
quent generations.

Among the many explanations—pov
erty, classroom size, the language barrier, 
etc.—offered for this phenomenon, one 
has beeir-iargely unexplored; how Mexi
can families, particularly the poorest and 
those most likely to go north looking for 
work, view education. Whether it is a 
byproduct of a traditional Catholicism 
that fears reading "because it poisons the 
soul" or rooted in the popular belief that 
"ficencimfos” (a professional with a de
gree) exist only to exploit people, it is 
quite common for Mexican families to 
harbor anti-intellectual altitudes, which, 
in turn, shape their responses toward 
education. .

Many studies have shown that poor 
Mexican families see little intrinsic value 
in acquiring an education. As a result, 
parents do not ordinarily get involved in 
their ohiidren's education, save for sign
ing the report card. Students are supposed 
to do their homework without bothering 
the rest of the family. For single mothers, 
who make up a very large percentage of 
the heads of households in Mexico, it is 
particularly difficult to assist their chil
dren with school work.

As long as the current economic crisis 
continues, more and more children will 
have to leave school to help feed the 
family. This is neither .considered a de
plorable act nor a premature failure in 
life. It does not precipitate a family crisis. 
Leaving school is regarded as a natural, 
albeit undesirable, response to either 
economic hardship or personal problems. 
It reflects a deeply held belief, shared by 
many poor families, that to study is 
useless, because, as the popular wisdom 
has it, "no one in the family was born for 
studying," which is another way of saying 
that "either you are born successful, in 
the right social class and in the proper 
family, or you will alivays be a failure."

For a poor Mexican family, the effort 
needed to obtain a degree does not imply 
a devotion toward schooling. There is no 
cause-effect relation. And lacking a sup
port network, many students face their 
academic fate not only in isolation but

Carlax Uonsivais is a Mexican journalist, 
hutorian and social critic. His most recent 
book is "Los RituaUs del Caat" (The 
Rituals of Chaos).

fighting an adverse environment. Even in 
the still rare instances where professional 
parents can assist their children educa
tionally, the environment does not re
ward their involvement. It is not uncom
mon in Mexican homes to hear parents 
scolding their kids for reading when they 
"could be doing something useful, like 
fixing the door."

It thus should not be surprising that the 
education landscape in Mexico is shock
ing. Only U% of 19- to 24-year-olds are 
in college; merely seven of 100 adults 
have h^ some college education, and 
only IB of 100 have a high school diploma. 
Last month, the vast majority of students 
who took a standardized test required to 
register for high school flunked the exam.

Mexicans, on average, complete 6.6 
years-of schooling. An estimated 2.5 
million children between the ages of 6 and 
14 never "drop into" a school. Thirteen 
percent of the population is illiterate.

For the last 15 years, annual govern
ment spending on education has remained 
slightly above 4% of the national budget. 
The average monthly salary of a teacher 
isS300.

Still, the surprise and joy of having a 
child attending college remains a source 
of pride for Mexican families. In large 
part, the growth in college attendance is a 
result of Mexico's economic progress, 
which has created a middle class more 
inclined to believe in the value of educa
tion. In addition, since the 1970s, many 
obstacles blocking women from attending 
college have fallen.

These advances, however, have a weak 
cultural foundation. One consequence of 
the economic catastrophes of 1982 and 
1994 was to rekindle the anti- 
intelleclualism that is skeptical of the 
value of an education. Even the educated 
are not immune to economic hardship. 
Consider this recent ad in a newspaper, 
"Wanted: five lawyers with bicycle."

Unfortunately, modernity in Mexico, 
and among many Mexican American 
families, has yet to turn learning into a 
family enterprise, though, certainly, more 
and more Mexican Americans are attend
ing college. The negative altitudes 
toward education that poor Mexican im
migrants bring with them are not easily 
replaced by more positive ones. Until 
they arc. Mexican immigrant children will 
continue to fare poorly in U.S. schools.

They will not go away, either. Mexican 
immigranls do not go to the United States 
to gel a free education for their children. 
They go looking for belter economic 
opporiuniUes, and-they will keep on going 
as long as there are jobs for them there. 
As for their children, the worse that can 
happen is to cake them out of school. □

3'!
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Qiiiton moves to protect benefit
of legal aliens

GOVERNMENT: To
cushion the effects of 
the new welfare law, 
he orders measures to 
make sure aid isn’t cut 
off too soon.
By LAWRENCE i. KNUTSON
The Associated Press .

WASHINGTON - Keeping his 
promise to reduce the effect of 
the new welfare overhaul law on 
legal inunigrants. President 
Clinton acted Friday to make 
sure benefits are not cut off mis
takenly and to speed the citizen
ship process.

The White House also said le
gal immigrants who lose welfare 
benefits will not be denied non
cash services needed to protect 
life and safety, such as access to 
soup kitchens, medical services 
and child protection.

When he signed the welfare re
form legislation into law Thurs
day, Clinton said he did so de
spite his belief that a provision 
barring legal immigrants from 
seekmg welfare assistance was 
unfair and would cause unwar-, 
ranted harm to many families 
through no fault of their own.

' 'This is especially true of legal 
immigrant families, who have 
followed the rules, worked and 
paid taxes and who have suffered 
a calamity that has forced them 
to seek assistance," said White 
House press secretary Mike 
McCurry.

'’The president has vowed to 
repair these provisions of the 
bill," McCurry said. “In the 
meantime, however, he is deter
mined to ensure that they are im
plemented carefully, and that no 
individuals not actually covered 
by these provisions are improp
erly denied the benefits they and 
their children need."

Bob Dole's presidential cam
paign took issue with Clinton's 
action.

"Bill Clinton’s actions to weak

en welfare reform signal loud 
and clear that Bill Clinton is 
more comfortable with the bro
ken status quo than he is with 
new measures meant to improve 
Americana’ lives," said cam
paign spokeswoman Christina 
Martin.

In a directive to Agriculture 
Secretary Dan Glickman, Clin- 
top ordered that states be given 
the maximum time allowed by 
law to ensure that legal immi
grants eligible for food stamps 
continue to receive them.

Glickman will grant' waivers 
allowiug any state to extend the 
certification periods for food 
stamp eligibility for legal immi
grants receiving assistance.

The White House said the waiv
er has limits and that certifica
tion periods may not be extended 
beyond one year for most immi
grants or beyond two years for 
those who are elderly .or dis
abled. In any case, the govern
ment may not allow states to ex
tend recertification beyond Aug. 
22, 1997.

In a second directive, the pres
ident told Attorney General Ja
net Reno to make every effort to 
reduce bureaucratic dday for le
gal immigrants applying for citi
zenship.

"In the past, hundreds of thou
sands of eligible people have had 
to wait unnecessarily to be£biue 
citizens," the president said in 
the directive, in which he told 
Reno to increase the number of 
people processing applications.

Chnion's directive also orders 
agency heads to develop public- 
private partnerships to provide 
English-language training to 
those applying for citizenship, to 
reach out to those wishing to be
come citizens and to provide spe
cial help to refugees and those 
seeking asylum.

ET
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The Republicans’
dilemma on

IMMIGRATION

P. 09

By Jonathan Tilove
P “ "" «*ehlh-gci.eration

* *''«*' school student fctui, 

to »PPMlcd

as the geneni populetign.

II people."said

**'eorapleted hii term as

g;£,fatev.a’5fs-puWican platfonn-s embrace ot such measure,

me rastest-growmg voting blocs in America itas they are emerging as a formidable political .,, . --------------------- -
fo^ born Hennusjllo. who IS disgusted with the Re-
thr^Tt - •" shooting themselves in is?embrace of such measures as

Sn al^ ®“|‘* Lawyers Association, a Mexi- 
can-American advocacy group. "All these young

------------- people wiU re-

ll*iW
member which 
party tried to
stick it to them
when they 
were teen
agers-’The iro
ny for Republi-
caiis is that 
they may be 
taking a rap for immigration 
policies about 
which their 
own party (like 
the Democratic

- ■ ^ J Parly) is veryPaloina Esqu'ival, left, on the manth. divided. And
the policies, 
when coolly ar-

SSiT'
«51S;™S;S£S'XSS,
£S“'rf“=“=

“''ccwhelming/rom Asia and 
«>“"d'ng «if the critic is

s.srisi'sis-SiTj-^-SSISSJS.'SSSS'”'
^n-Americans who teaches at UCLA. And
veryim;lrt^r-‘*’'‘'''""“''”""“‘l''®^»®»”>“

*3Ki;g.7sss*;fisi , ferqEK'SK.ar'-
sure. But by the bmt the vote was taken, the de-

mSS.TSiS.T'*”' «
^SJiSTi'S.'SSX'SJSS-
border, voted for 187 m about the same numbers

N^s'^SeTvfce’ Newhouse

187. -----------
The Republican Party has set itself back go

ropes and the ten is caving m.’ said HermosiUo. "I

KSJSsaiSKSrcame noodjng m. There they go ba.Oiing us
uStliie^r Vhe “« greatly relieved

cant " "’® S'ahes are signifi-

In the first half of the 1990s alone, the HUpanic 
and Asun wulations grew by 20 and 31 percent

fesss-fscisr"-and Hjspanisr* from 10 pferceni-io 16
percent of aU Amencans.
can .“d,d.‘ Asian-Ameri-

sstesnssxssa^professor of government at the University of

uns CTcn befme they become citiiens." said Mar- v
gie Kincaid, the R^hlican chairman in Tampa. ^

Asian-Americans. according to UCU's Ong

publican and a third independent, though most ^
Asran-Amcncan elected offldals are Democrats.

he question of the coming decades is the de- 
grec to which many of these new dtiaens. Latino 
and Asian, come to identify themselves as a part of

much more closely idenllTied ^ ‘
■There are lots of Utinoe in this country who

really may not even see themselves strongly as ...
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■liiiteiMlii-»itSi|ll»;‘»H! wi» ?■' 5ISS*9Mif i %«'il
fai- ;®Slilili«li®ei:iiS*
feS™iaSg:i,iKX''^K'
just >»-.ni to blend in. bneonie psrt 0/ the n«i„-

MK'K.rs^X'is:;

uuie of the raepuon they get in this country b«-

By pressing thciminigntion issue. Fjicon said 
“ 'he long term may be sea^^Ud:

'"I® ^'n'oenil^
But at least in the sliort run. it is an attractive

Texas anrt California oCficu. found ihai Hispanic-

fESKj^'eriiSSSSi.
n..graiion. But. they oppose b Jding

jmssjon on Civil_^ts in the Reagan
^1^' "“in'* 'he second time got
atoiMt 40 percent of the Mesican-Americ«

'hat Republi-hemselves, despite the consistent tone of 

The only two Republicans in the House who.

p^iwiMteiwW3USUSI-Vn«i..„N«.Scr«l

voted against welfare re' d._ m> .
form — because it would .•‘•PfhHMn proposals on : 
deny benefits to legal im- •"'■••Sfatwn may do more 
migrants who are DOC citi- ™n »l»wn protest 
^ns — were Reps. Ileana "J?re»iJ!S—. thoy may 
Ros-Lehtinen and Lincoln »l'Wiat» tbe bstest- 
Duu-BaJan. both Cuban- enMang voUoc blocs in 
Americana from Miami. Uie coHnliy.

The third Hispanic Re
publican m the House, Henry Bonilla of Texas

I n. proud to be aligned with a Republican gov"?: 

ToX‘“iir' "i^™“Sd1d
J^^^ntl ^ ‘’'"'"h' to illeeol im-
man^rflV’* ® P”''0“>»‘-ly intagonized

^nrung mate. Kemp has decUred he now tup-

£|S3SKavssr ^

'■^SpEjSsSfS"-”’-

sjfc.tei5'ssaisss‘
ss"S£;s2s*”“""'"“’
ant.- «.d Mondeuo. who the pi"'s rwimsk
Irv r n 'h* t'o* of immigrants into the coon-

-1 «n dSt Rapubllcans.MniS^?i„^v . *' ha»o to dul with it,- said
Mwdcllo. Ypu vc got to grow. If you don't grow

i/
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Opinion
^venting the U.S.-Mexico border

SBSSSrI Che Southwest border as a whole has That strategy balances state and ofoMnUati v
beM ignored by national politics. ’ fc'‘“?'“®'*°*‘’®®°““'j“'"“ywepro--&Wfcrll«U.S,MoacJlir«»lh.

Siiasssfe'Ma"”^“■’^■^“ViisouiicoL.

KStoftSssss.'".^^aSKi&rs- a.lSaSE.'S'^S^'"'^
liquor to cigarettes, then to drugs and iUe? “““O'•‘twha^g been deported than : ' NarcotfaJs^w a/^e D^tenf-ntr^
g^ immigMto - the culture of lawless- vm ®1° preceding , have trip ed in numbed 990
ness remained constanL Now, border yea's: and in the first 10 months of the ' havebeLincr^^r inT.- icommunitieshaveaiihiMoticopportunity '“f^entfis^ year, the INS has deptfrted rateiS^X^SS wVe
‘“No''St&'Sf morcthanl0.000criminalaliensfrom V tune, C,^ and INs"havI‘?tVci“'d
maSy^^S&^cIS^^^ , MostSgnilicantiy.overaUcrimeinthe '

the border in the past few years has P^^So reBMn has decreased by ap-U^uctionofahiah*tech*?edti«'?^'"
immense, and while our border region re- P«“"«^y 30 percent in the last four ■ • rautorboe the*^^rdt^^  ̂“"''
mainsveiymuchaworkmprogrefntb ye^-Enhaiced border control is cred- SJdTafcwtag *

d^iyely toward a border that functions ------- - --------
effecuvely; one that is a lawful and orderly 
-pteway; one that manages signilicantly ' 
beuer the problems of illegal immigration - 
and wiuggling; and one that promises and
routinely debvers handsome dividends 
from an invMtmentin regional integra- .

Therehasdevelopedunequivocallysol- 
id support across the political spectrum to 
wtrol illegal immigration at the border.- ■
The bipartisan consensus here is reflected 
in tlw joint commitment by the Clinton ad
ministration and Congress to fund border- 
management efforts adequately for the 
first time ever. This includes a doubling or
the Immigration and Naturalization Ser
vice budget (to $3 billion) over what it was
in 1993.

With Operation Gatekeeper, we have
doubled the number of Border Patrol
agents to nearly 1.800 —with growth — ■■— -_j_
tugeted to exceed 2.000 agents durbg aaNOrmcKaiSHOP
the next fiscal year. We have deployed 70 this decLnc. According to FBI statistics which hsvp h<.ln«rfpwcent more INS inspectors at the ports San Diego, the sixth-largest city in the ila- atth^San
ofeipyiDdetectcounterfeitdocumwts cion, now has the lowest crime rate among minutesTD90mTm,^l^rt^
and interdict narcotics in concert with the the 70 largest U.S. cities - ^ |™nutes to 90 minutes during monung
Custo^Service. Tlmse ^«th of th^btder'-changes in

We have also introduced a stare-of-the-. Perspective have been paralleled byan FinaUvandm^rullv ■
art idcnolication system, new helicopters emerging cross-border consensus be- erSt
quipped with high-powered spotlights. Tijuana and San Diego that our eco- de^bsues in wa?^t^d°n?JS done
m^t-visioneoumment, an extension of "oimc futures are bound inextricably to- ■ fore. Wh“e^2^ ^ewstnd M«iran^ ■
^emeW border fence eastward from the fe‘>!« lot purposes both of implementing ' government Sterelu are
Pacific Ocean, portable stadium lights, ad- NAFTA as well as maximizing business gruent[mnsrnuFxhlvrl,e 9°"'
dmonal electronic sensors buried on • opportunities generally onlhePacific 'usinsteSminor^i^^rH^^rili^ "1°^““^'
mountain trails and temporary Border Pa- Rim. ' * =• V,immigra-
trolchecJcjwinte on side roads in East Even now, approximiiely $2.8 billion is is a shared a^ctooS^STt it
County. All of this represents the first in- spent in San Diego County.by.bordex ffitiahmottra^^offS^^
stallments on a long-term contract for . crossers from Mexico — more than the . -’'SnlS aTS^ iLrder^.^ ^ “ ^7'^
which neither political party can or should oorabined local revenues related to the .i evolution^^rttnxl r i
daimamonopolyofcredit; "■■'I"" "-''- 'An>criea.‘sCup..TheSu;;erDowland^umual->^-i>'Th^«li^i^ihKifStV' Sk 

Aspartofthisneweffort/thedistlim:-
_,........................................................................................................................ .. . : ' ’Mexicdbbrderpopuiation — hand]esitE ''

S^ssss^Diego and Imperial counlies; and the allorney — inspecting more than 40*million Her of our “Penence and the challenge
geneial's special represanutive for . soru a^S^nt^Wrl,. ffour times, to paraphrase poet Paul Va-

m
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5 Jjohqr, the Law
'■^LUCKING, PROCESSING and pac^ging 
;; M chicken is big business on the Eastern Shore 
,X where 14,000 people are employ^ m 38 
.plants, feed mills and hatchenes.

&g'"a?^rh'ive telnX\oS^^ toge nu^
her by concentrating on certain “'‘^'^staes—p^t^ 
processing and restaurants, for example—known to
•?L°st^SkI INS agents raid^ ^*and

$43,000 fine two years ago for knowmgly hiring 
Ulegal aliens and for failing to keep required records 
bfi the immigration status of its workers, so there i 
a history here. And there may be an even more 
ierious vioMon of the law m this ca^. fa ^ 
company president has said—and the INS has not 
deniS—that the federal government is investigatog 
allegations that plant supemsors parbapated in a 
smuggling ring bringing illegal workers mto the

^^Tbe immigration law making it unlawful to hire

and:W;ck^M&.::.
some companies choose to break thatlaw tme.^er 
time? They cannot be saving much money, smce 
even the chicken plant workers are paid more^ 
$7 an hour to perform labor requirmg no specif
skills or training. One of *= 
is even unionized, so presumably benefits^e p^^ 
well. Company officials claim they have ^n fwl^ 
by fraudulent documents presented by job apphcants.
If that is true, pending immigration legslation pro
viding for a modem, computerized verf(^on sj^ 
tern to check a worker’s status should be an im-
^""^^hlnn is done? Illegal hiring undermines the 

vast and expensive government effort to control toe 
borders. Billions have been spent hinng guards, 
erecting fences and thwarting smugglers. A continu-

KSS' defile? of to? law 

ments prosecution. Legal immigration will suffer if 
toe lawbreaking goes unchecked. ,

— •
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Warning: Children at Work
I . .* _ _l_____ oilOME ONE-FOURTH SwSloK

world’s children aged 5 to One response that has recently gained favor, and
quarter of a bilhon children. In the 10-to 14 ^ Clinton administration, is

_____Uolf tiT/-v»-lr ninA VinilT'^ nPr Q3V

r. W world’s children aged 5 to work—*at s a resoonse iiiai s**— -■ -^ .
O quarter of a billion children. In the lO-to-14 Clinton administration, is

• age group, more than half work nme hours per day monitoring and codes of employment by
e, more than three-quarters work at least ^ ^ importers and retailers. These are useful and
s a week. Some labor on family farms m be having some effect. But only about 4
1 1 - Kiif of millions 1 » 1 • ‘ ___ cn

6f more, ix.^xv. ---------------- -- . r n b imporxers anu icumcio. --------------------------
six days a week. Some labor on family farms m But only about 4

- relatively benign conditions, but tens of millions jgbor is in export industnes, so
*work in the most appalling and has^dous condi- of conduct in the developed world cannot

tions: as prostitutes, sold into slave labor m facto- goive the problem. In fact, imposed c^eless-
ries or plantations, scrambling to survive on the f^^gg children into more danger-
street, imprisoned and hidden away as domestic gygjobs. f 1 ■
laborers. ' ..........^ j The single most import Jactor m reducmg

So estimates the United Nations Children’s Fund jg^or, and one the uiNiL-iir reyoiu ..wx
(IJNICEF), which yesterday marked its 50th anm- sufficiently highlight, is economic growth. In econo-
versary by releasing an annual report focusmg on ^fiat grow, the number of P®°P f
'___ ^ ____ij i;u«. fV»£i cMfiiotir»n tn ____ ___ ie rArlnrpH RO IS exDlOllHtlVG

“mies that grow, the number of poor people ^
,S^lS. WICEF wSd Bke W situatton to ^rseras^^-riris'Tedu^V» «
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prods WS firms to do more on child labor abroad
ASSOCIATED PRESS

I WASHINGTON - US clothing 
I companies are responding to pres- 
I sure to reduce child labor in foreign 
i plants, but need to enforce their re- 
I quirements'more strictly. Labor 
; Secretary Robert B. Reich said yes- 
i terday.
( A Labor Department survey 
\ showed that child labor remains per- ■ 
'vasive, particularly in Asia, but is

“not now prevalent” in the Latin 
American countries checked.

With more than 200 million chil
dren being exploited, Reich said, 
there is no easy way to eliminate the 
problem of youngsters working in 
dismal conditions at substandard 
wages.

“We can keep the pressure on 
companies ... and simply alerting 
the public to steps they are taking is 
important,” Reich said. “The good

news is that companies are respond
ing. ”

Concern over child labor has in
creased after bad publicity over con
ditions of foreign workers who pro
duce the mounting imports of appar
el. The department said more than 
half the $178 billion worth of gar
ments sold in the United States in 
1995 were imported, compared with 
30 percent in 1980.

The bad publicity has involved

such celebrities as the television per
sonality Kathie Lee Gifford, whose 
name was used in a line of clothing 
manufactured in Honduras.

Even though celebrities do not 
have any management control in the 
companies they work with, Reich 
said, they have an obligation to find 
out what system is used to ensure 
that workers making such clothing 
are humanely treated.

The department examined the

American companies’ codes and vis
ited 70 plants in six countries that 
make clothing for US firms - the 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, India and the 
Philippines.

According to a recent study by 
Human Rights Watch-Asia, as many 
as 115 million children are at work in 
India alone.

The department said that the 
codes of conduct on child labor that

US companies have developed are 
only as effective as the monitoring 
policies the companies use to enforce 
them.

The department sent a voluntary 
questionnaire to 48 companies, 
among them the Gap, JC Penney, 
Levi Strauss, Liz Claiborne and 
Nike. Thirty-six of the 45 companies 
that responded said they have adopt
ed standards against child labor.
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time, I had gone to work beside 
these immigrants, to see what it 
is really like inside an under
ground industry that has been 
notorious in New York City for 
over a century.

Sweatshops have long seemed 
unknowable; the owners are too 
secretive, the workers too 
scared. The list of horrors is well- 
known: long hours, low wages, dan
gerous conditions. But is it really 
that bad? Are the owners so evil, the 
workers so victimized?

A week inside the Chai Feng sew
ing factory in Sunset Park, which is 
typical of the small, new shops out
side Manhattan, suggests that there 
is something more complex at work 
— a miserable complicity bom of 
necessity in an insular, immigrant 
world.

At Chai Feng, the woman with the 
clipboard — the owner, Maggie 
Zheng — is actually benevolent, al
beit in a harsh way. She does not pay 
minimum wage, but she serves her 
workers tea. She makes them work 
until midnight, but she drives them 
home afterward. She uses chiid la
borers, but she fusses over them, 
combing their ponytails, admiring 
their painted fingernails, even hug
ging them.

And the workers seem to revere 
her. They call her Nu Qian Ren, or 
Strong Woman, a Chinese expression

old son, played on the floor with toy 
airplanes. ' .

Almost all 30 workers at Chai 
Feng are Fujianese, and from the 
same district in Fujian Province as 
Ms. Zheng. They arrived in this 
country within the last seven years, 
some legally, and others illegally, 
with the help of smugglers to whom 
they owe huge sums. Fujianese im- 
migkg^ts, because of their debts and 
their desperation, tend to work long
er hours and endure more taxing 
working conditions than Cantonese 
immigrants.

The workers at Chai Feng later 
confided that they did not like their 
job, but they were grimly grateful 
just to have one. They are not in this 
country to enjoy life but to make 
money, they said.

“When you have an education and 
speak the language, you can afford 
to be choosy,” said Lin A. Qing, who 
immigrated six years ago. “But for 
people like us, there aren’t that 
many alternatives. We have to com
promise. If we don’t like what we do, 
we stay home and starve.”

Most of that week, the workers at 
Chai Feng sewed virtually nonstop, 
from 9 in the morning until midnight, 
pausing only for 15 minute lunch 
breaks: rice and tea provided by Ms. 
Zheng.Time was money, as the workers 
were paid by the piece, which is 
against the law if everyone does not 
make at least $4.25 an hour under 
such an arrangement. The least ex-
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immigrant and former factory 

; worker herself, Ms. Zheng, the 
sweatshop boss, is their model of 
success.

The Workers

NotinU.S.
To Enjoy Life

That first morning, I walked three 
blocks from the N train’s subway 
stop in Sunset Park to a brick ware
house that originally held a food pro
cessing plant. Now it is subdivided 
into eight garment shops, including 
Chai Feng.

Chai Feng is typical of the new, 
highly mobile shops that have 
cropped up outside the garment dis
tricts in midtown Manhattan and 
Chinatown. Many of these small 
shops open and close so quickly that 
they easily evade inspections by un
derstaffed regulatory agencies.

Ms. Zheng opened her shop a few 
months ago. But she was really re
opening an old shop under a new 
name. In December, her brother, 
Michael Zheng, had closed the fac
tory, then called Superior Fashions, 
and fled, owing his workers $80,000 
in back wages. His sister revived his 
business in order to make good on 
that debt, she later said.

It was easy to get the job.
Ms. Zheng did not ask any ques

tions — not my Social Security num
ber, my work history, my immigra
tion status or even my name. She 
also did not tell me how much I 
would be paid. And no Chinese work
er would ask; it would be considered 
shockingly blunt.

Ms. Zheng showed me to station 
five, and gave me a stack of trim
mings for practice on the Brother 
Exedra sewing machine. It would be 
tough in the beginning, she said, but 
not once 1 became familiar with the 
machine. “Then you can make mul
tiples of $10 a day,” she said.

I practiced controlling the foot 
pedal and sewing straight lines and 
even curves. The hum of the sewing 
machines was numbing; the only 
distraction came from the scratchy 
recordings of popular Hong Kong 
songs emanating from a cassette 
player. And the cold was numbing, 
too. Sweatshop was definitely a mis
nomer; the heater on the ceiling 
gurgled and gasped.

Three other people started train
ing that day. Two very young women 
did not bother to return after lunch. 
Cao Wu Yi, who had arrived from 
Fujian only a month earlier, stuck it 
out, as Zhang Zhong Zhu, her 5-year-

perienced were making less than $1 
an hour. The most experienced and 
adept made almost $5 an hour.

At 3 o’clock on my first day, after 
the straight lines and curves I sewed 
passed Ms. Zheng’s inspection, she 
brought over a bundle of mint green 
rayon pants for the New Yprk 
sportswear company of Christine 
David Fashions. I was to sew pleats 
on the front part of the pants, for 12 
cents a pair.

Ms. Cao, the other trainee, was 
doing much better, attaching waist
bands to shorts by the end of the day. 
She confided that before she left 
China, after she heard that her im
migration application had been ap
proved, she had quit her job as a 
quilt maker in Fujian and trained for 
sewing full time.

“Now I don’t have to know English 
to make a living,” she said.

By 7 o’clock, I had finished only 15 
pairs of pants and made $1.80, at 
least on paper. I went home before 
everyone else, exhausted.

The Children

From School Days 

To Sewing Nights
By my third day at Chai Feng, I 

was in pain. Curled in one position 
for 13 hours, moving only my knee to 
hit the knob that released the clothes 
from under the sewing needle, I 
grew awkwardly stiff.

Chen May Xia, who sat at station 
six, offered a suggestion: “You have 
what we call sewer’s back,” she said. 
“We all have it. Tonight, turn on the 
shower very hot and let the water 
spray the area where it hurts. Then 
lie still in bed until the next day.”

She then gave me the Chinese ver
sion of no-pain, no-gain: “If you want 
to work and make money, of course 
it’s going to hurt.”

Ms. Chen is 19, a senior at Seward 
Park High School in Chinatown, who 
works after school, through the night 
and on weekends. She said she had 
been a garment worker for four 
years, laws against child labor not
withstanding. Hard work teaches 
her what American teen-agers can
not understand, she said;

“They’ve never had to work and 
they don’t know how to make their 
own money,” she said. “All they do is 
complain about how stupid their par
ents are. They don’t appreciate life 
as much as I do.”

It had become apparent that chil
dren far younger than Ms. Chen also 
worked at Chai Feng.

In the perverse logic of the sweat-

Many of the women who work in

The sign in Chinese to the right of th 
of Brooklyn. A help-wanted sign oi

shop, the workers considered Ms. 
Zheng a good boss precisely because 
she was willing to violate labor laws 
and allow their children to work by 
their sides. In fact, she is so flexible r 
that she allows mothers to leave in ■ 
the middle of the day, pick their I 
children up from school and take | 
them back to the factory. ;

Some days, after 3 P.M., Chai ' 
Feng turned into a virtual day-care 
center, with children playing amid ■. 
the lint. Inevitably, some helped 
their mothers work. Eddie Chan, ; 
who is 10, snipped loose threads from’ 
garments as his mother sewed zip
pers.

“1 want my children to work,” 
said his mother, Chan Juan. “I don’t 
think I’m hurting them by letting 
them snip off threads. What else 
would they do at home? Watch TV 
and eat junk food? That’s evil. I am 
instilling the work ethic in my kids. 
Because my son works, he knows 
how hard I have to work to make 
money. He appreciates everything I 
do for him. When American kids 
grow up, they move away and forget 
about their parents.”

Shi Chuen Mei, 11, is a regular at
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s' ‘I®®*; the Chai Feng sewing factory, in the Sunset Park section
I the door says the factory is ‘urgently looking for workers.’

5 Chai Feng; she said she had been 
working in garment shops since she 
was 9. She worked, she said, to break 
the boredom of all the hours beside 
her mother’s sewing machine. Pony
tail flying, she quickly and nimbly 
sewed printed labels that said 
“Made in the U.S.A.” onto the waist
bands of Christine David shorts.

That day, Chuen Mei started to 
moan dramatically in English, 
which none of the workers under
stood. “My head is hurting,” she 

i said. “It’s about to explode. I’m go- 
; ing to die soon. Oh, let me die.” 

About 7 P.M., she lay down on a 
I mound of clothes and took a nap.
! When she woke up, Ms. Zheng, the 
i boss, asked the 11-year-old girl to 
: stay late - “Please, please,” she 
said; there was a special order due 
the next morning. Chuen Mei went 

j back to work without dinner.
; At 9 P.M., two steam pressers 

switched on. The room grew hazy 
with lint and moisture. Chuen Mei 
rubbed her eyes constantly as others 
coughed. At 10:30 P.M., after seven 
hours of work, her mother told her it 
was time to leave.

“Yippee!” she shouted.
That night, the hem machines

worked full speed, crackling like ma
chine guns. At midnight, Ms. Zheng 
thanked the workers for staying late 
and offered them a ride home. I took 
the subway with Ms. Qing. She told 
me how much she missed her three 
teen-age children, two sons and a 
daughter. She recently sent them 
back to China because she could not 
afford to rear them here.

“Life in America is so hard,” she 
said.

I asked her why she chose to stay. 
She turned to look at me and 
laughed.

“Money, what else?”

The Owner

Erasing Shame 

Of Brother’s Debt
On Sunday, my last day, a union 

organizer came in and spoke to the 
workers. She explained health insur
ance and overtime pay, but people 
seemed most interested in the free 
English lessons offered by the union.

The organizer confided that she 
had thought about opening her own

factory after sewing for 20 years. 
But she would never have been able 
to afford a union shop, she said: “It’s 
too expensive.”

Later in the day, there was an
other visit, from an irate former 
employee. He argued loudly with Ms. 
Zheng, saying her brother owed him 
money.

“What money are you talking 
about?” Ms. Zheng shouted. “I 
opened two months ago. Do I know 
you?”

Later, when 1 went back and iden
tified myself as a reporter, Ms. 
Zheng sat down with me and talked 
about her background. Ms. Zheng 
openly acknowledged that her broth
er used to own the factory and that 
he had fled owing the workers close 
to $80,000 in back wages. She Ms. 
Zheng’s mother, who has a restau
rant in New Jersey and originally 
bought the garment shop as a 
present for her son, pressed her 
daughter to reopen the factory. The 
Zhengs sold one of their three houses 
in Fuzhou to finance the reopening.

Ms. Zheng, who immigrated a dec
ade ago, said her mother felt con
cerned that her brother had shamed 

:them. Most of the workers came 
from the same district in Fujian as 
the Zhengs; they were “our people,” 
Ms. Zheng said.

Still, Ms. Zheng opened the shop 
under a new name in an effort to 
avoid being held responsible for her 
brother’s debts or for the back 
wages owed workers who did not 
return. Those who did return said 
they have been paid regularly.

1 left with the promise that I would 
be paid in three weeks. 1 had earned 
$54.24 by Ms. Zheng’s calculations. If 
1 had been paid the legal wage, with 
time and a half for overtime, the 
salary would have been $451.

Both Ms. Zheng and her workers 
consider American labor laws to be 
ideals, laudable but impractical.

Ms. Zheng said she would love to 
pay her workers $4.25 an hour, the 
minimum wage, but as a subcontrac
tor, she cannot afford to; the design
ers’ middlemen do not pay her 
enough. The workers said they would 
love to earn the minimum wage but 
would take what they could get. The 
children said it would be great to 
make their own money for their la
bor, but would be content to help 
increase their parents’ earnings.

Everyone quotes a Chinese say
ing: “The big fish prey on the little 
fish, the little fish in turn prey on the 
shrimp, and the shrimp can only eat 
dirt.”

...caning ne can stand up and



/
Sljc ?y'c\u JJork eimc5

Agency Missteps Put Illegal
Aliens at Mercy of Sweatshops

By JAMESSTERNGOLD
LOS ANGELES, Sepi. 20 - With 

the raids on garment sweatshops 
here last month producing the spec
tacle of scores of illegal Thai immi
grants being kept as virtual slaves, 
state and Federal investigators have 
begun pointing fingers at each other 
while issuing assurances that they 
are taking action to flush out such 
operations.

But an examination of past inves
tigations in Southern California, 
home to the country's largest gar
ment industry, shows that a series of 
missteps dating at least to 1988 have 
left the workers at the mercy of 
groups tied to Asian organized crime 
rings, with little chance of being res
cued.

The local office of the Immigra
tion and Naturalization Service ap
pears to have had several chances to 
address the problem uncovered in 
the sweatshop raids last month at El 
Monte, in eastern Los Angeles Coun
ty. But no action was taken because 
of a lack of cooperation among Fed
eral, state and local agencies and 
because of what one agent described 
as a personality conflict within the 
immigration office.

In some ways, critics say, the Gov
ernment's failure to take action il
lustrates deep shortcomings in the 
immigration service s effort to pro
tect immigrants. It also demon
strates how competing economic in
terests discourage local and state 
gcvemments from cracking down on 
a problem that has become perva
sive in garment districts from Man
hattan to Los Angeles.

“Enforcement has always been a 
stepchild” of the immigration serv
ice, said Demetrios G. Papademe- 
triou,'an authority on immigration 
policy at the Carnegie Endowment 
for Peace. “Businesses complain 
about the disruptions ’ caused by 
strict enforcement, and enforcement 
costs are very high, he added.

Politics also plays a role. Gov. 
Pete Wilson has twice vetoed bills 
that would have held big manufac
turers responsible for monitoring 
their subcontractors’ compliance 
with labor and immigration laws.

Proponents of such laws say they 
would make it more difficult to ex
ploit illegal aliens. But Mr. Wilson, a 
Republican, has said such regula
tions would place too great a burden 
on manufacturers and would drive 
them out of the state.

There is little doubt that the prob
lem of worker abuse at garment 
factories is huge and growing Last 
Friday, Federal labor investigators 
said routine inspections of 50 gar
ment contractors here had turned up 
wage and overtime violations at 46 
sites, shortchanging some 600 work
ers by more than $500,000. And those 
were all legally registered factories.

Early last month, in the first of the 
recent series of raids, 72 illegal 
aliens were found in peonage at one 
site in El Monte. They had been
smuggled here by an organized 
crime gang that confiscated then- 
passports and told them part of their 
earnings would be kept to repay the 
costs of bringing them here. Federal 
and state officials said. The immi
gration agency acknowledged that 
the El Monte factory had come un
der suspicion once before, in 1992.

In that instance, the agency inves
tigated for three months, secretly 
observing the site, but it dropped the 
case after a request for a criminal 
warrant was denied. Federal pros
ecutors have said the request was 
rejected because the initial tip came 
from an anonymous source, which is 
considered inadequate support for a 
Federal warrant, and because the 
information was too.old.

The immigration agency now says 
that instead of seeking a civil war
rant to gain entry into the site, it 
passed along the information to state 
and local officials and left it at that.

But people familiar with the inves
tigation, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the same Thai 
sweatshop owners had been investi
gated even earlier, in 1988. These 
people said an immigration agent 
found evidence that illegal immi
grants were being held there. He 
delivered a letter informing the own
ers that an inspection would take 
place in a few days. But by the time 
the inspector returned, the workers 

/had been whisked away.
' Three years later, the immigra

tion agency had another opportunity 
to attack the problem of illegal Thai 
immigrants being held in such condi
tions. In mid-May 1991, Phil L. Bon
ner Jr., a special agent with the 
immigration agency here, wrote sev
eral memorandums proposing raids 
on five garment sweatshops because 
he had information that perhaps 200 
illegal immigrants were being held 

I there.

Another shop owner had informed 
him, Mr Bonner wrote, that the 
Thais had been smuggled here by an 
organized crime ring. He also said 
he had been told that a Los Angeles 
police officer was involved in smug
gling and guarding the workers.

Mr. Bonner proposed placing Thai 
workers in those factories to gather 
evidence, and suggested raiding the 
sweatshops

No action was taken. Mr. Bonner 
says he was disciplined, apparently 
because of a personality clash with 
supervisors, according to a pending 
discrimination suit he filed against 
the agency in July 1992. The suit also 
says he was not allowed to speak 
Thai in the office or to pursue any 
cases related to Thais.

Mr. Bonner says in his suit that he 
was discriminated against because 
he married a Thai woman and 
speaks Thai, and that the ill will 
toward him caused the agency to 
mishandle the inquiry.

William S. Slattery, the immigra
tion agency’s executive associate 
commissioner for operations, said 
the agency would not comment on a 
pending lawsuit but added that no 
valid investigation had been run im
properly.

The agency began this year’s in
vestigation after it got a tip from 
someone who had escaped from the 
El Monte factory. When the raid on 
the El Monte sweatshops took place 
on Aug 2, state officials, not the 
immigration agency, led the raid, 
even though the Federal agents had 
spearheaded the investigation.

The escapee, a Thai woman, had 
told a lawyer, William Livingston, 
about sweatshop conditions at the

factory. Mr. Livingston passed along 
the information in May, and the 
agency began an inquiry. This time 
Mr. Bonner, who had been trans
ferred to another immigration serv
ice office in the Los Angeles area 
because of his lawsuit, was involved.

He observed the shop, a group of 
apartments surrounded by a fence 
and razor wire, from an adjacent 
trailer park. He discovered that ma
terials and finished goods were go
ing in and out of the shop, but work
ers neither entered nor left.

The immigration agency brought 
state Labor Department officials 
into the inquiry. The agency was still 
trying to get enough information for
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Is the Unabomber overlookingThese were among the literary

something?
T

^ime magazine, being envi
ronmentally aware, never 
uses new ideas when recy- 

- cled ones wdJl do. Being lib
eral and forgiving, it seizes upon 
every opportunity to salvage the 
reputation of sinners. And in a 
recent issue, it accomplishes both, 
repackaging old insights even as it 
elevates a serial killer to the rank of 
folk philosopher.

In a recent cover story on “The 
Evolution of Despair,” Time dis
covers what philosophers had been 
saying for a centurj-: that modern 
life, as the magazine put it, “can be 
uncomfortable." This theme — that 
technology isolates individuals, 
thereby generating mistrust and 
despair — is hardly original. It was 
the favorite topic in college bull 
sessions half a century ago.

While conceding such angst 
observations aren't novel, the mag
azine credits their revival to the 
Unabomber’s well-publicized 
polemic and to the insights of evo- 
lutionary' psychologists.

Yet. it also exposes the flaws in 
contemporary liberal, conservative 
and revolutionary political ideolo
gies, including environmentalism, 
libertarianism and the 
Unabomber’s own rationale for vio
lence. For these would exacerbate 
rather than diminish what is 
arguably the greatest threat to 
America today: social disintegra
tion.

For more than a century, great 
writers have eloquently described 
how crowded cities and mecha
nized workplaces isolate individu
als’from each other, thereby pro
moting distrust and hostility. 
Themes of loneliness and alienation

appear in Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s 
novella, “Notes from Under
ground” They preoccupied the 
French existential writers, Jean- 
Paul Sartre and Albert Camus. And 
they assumed scientific standing in 
the brilliant 1897 study “Suicide,” 
by French sociologist Emile 
Durkheim.

These were among the literary 
works undergraduates in the 1950s 
were required to read. At that time, 
most college curricula included 
mandatory study of Western her
itage — called general education — 
designed to promote shared intel
lectual experiences and values. But 
student protests killed such "gen
ed” courses in the 1960s.

Now, Time has resurrected this 
concern for what was then called 
“the modem condition”—but cred
its its articulation not to philoso
phers or novelists but, in keeping 
with the spirit of today, to scientists 
and terrorists. And thereby, the 
magazine calls attention to a prob
lem for which neither environmen
talists nor their critics have an 
answer.

lb environmentalists, technology 
is evil because it “destroys” nature. 
And big government, they say, is 
desirable because it can mandate 
return to the good old days, when 
people lived in caves and didn’t 
have to brush their teeth.

By contrast, anti-environmental
ists argue that the free market is 
man’s best friend. Thanks to tech
nology, they say, we live longer and 
can buy things our ancestors could
n’t, such as electric beer-brewing 
machines. The real evil, they argue, 
is big government, which limits 
freedom, thereby depressing liv
ing standards.

What these adversaries fail to 
note is that both big government 
and big business are destructive to 
human values. Both dissolve the 
friendship, trust and cooperation 
that make viable culture possible.

Culture is nothing more than a 
network of shared values that bind 
people together, thereby promot
ing social harmony. Since, as the 
ancient Greeks knew, it ultimately 
rests on friendships, it survives 
only in relatively small and stable
communities where relations 
between individuals are possible.

Hence, excessive size or mobili
ty kills culture. When communities 
grow too large or too transient to 
sustain relationships, they die. Yet 
since virtually every political ide
ology today favors either big gov
ernment or big business, they all 
promote these destructive condi
tions.

By revering free markets, liber
tarians would allow multinational 
corporations to grow and move

unimpeded in their quest for lower 
costs and cheaper labor.

Likewise, most preservationists 
would inadvertently kill culture 
when they demand that viable log
ging and ranching communities be 
replaced by so-called “clean” 
industries such as tourism and 
computers. Fbr tourism is nothing 
more than catering to itinerant 
pleasure-seekers who have no com
mitment to the land. Computer 
companies can’t build culture if 
they may soon move to Mexico or 
Brazil. Even terrorism of the mail- 
bomb variety merely gives govern
ment an excuse to impose more 
coercion.

The appearance of the Time arti
cle, therefore, may si^al that the 
1960s generation, which 30 years 
ago rejected general education, 
finally realizes that the greatest 
problem we face is neither ozone 
depletion nor species extinction, 
but the very cultimal collapse that 
gen ed was designed to avert.

If so, they will soon realize that 
the current gaggle of ideologies 
make matters worse. Rather than 
appeal to polarizing political agen
das, we must revive an educational 
system dedicated to a common core 
of learning, seek to sustain small
town culture and find ways to 
encourage more intimate and sta
ble working conditions.

As E.F. Schumacher said, “Small 
is beautiful.” This is another for
gotten idea that perhaps Time mag
azine should recycle as well.

Alston Chase is a nationally syn
dicated columnist specializing in 
environmental issues.
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a Federal warrant when state offi
cials moved on their own. Soon after 
the predawn raid began, the immi
gration agency was called in and the 
Thai shop owners were arrested.

Late last month the immigration 
service raided a different group of 
sweatshops in Los Angeles County. 
In these raids, 56 illegal immigrants, 
most of them Thais, were found to be 
working in appalling conditions, the 
Government said, even though they 
were not being held as slaves.

But that assertion is now being 
Questioned. Julie Su, a lawyer repre
senting many of the workers in a 
lawsuit against the owners, said they 
had, in fact, been held in servitude 
but had been intimidated by their 
captors into denying it. She said the

shop owners had initially been de
tained with the workers, which al
lowed them to continue threatening 
the workers with reprisals.

Asked about the El Monte case, 
the immigration agency acknowl
edged the 1986 investigation. But Mr. 
Slaitery, the agency official, insisted 
that all cases involving the Thais had . 
been handled properly.

‘T don't think there’s anything I 
would have done differently in 1995," 
he said in an interview. "In 1992, I'm 
not sure 1 would have done anything 
differently."

Many experts say the enforce
ment agencies will never have 
enough agents to police an industry 
that IS so large and growing so fast, 
and whose underground elements 
can so easily close shops and move 
on. The alternative being pusbed by 
Federal labor officials is to make the 
big manufacturers and retailers re
sponsible for insuring that labor 
laws are followed by subcontractors.

"The goal is to get the major re
tailers to take a strong stand and use 
their leverage,” Labor Secretary 
Robert B. Reich said in a recent 
interview. On Sept. 12, he met with a 
number of large retailers and manu
facturers in New 'V'ork who said they 
might consider voluntary compli
ance programs.
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By Patrice Hill
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The elusive 67th vote to ensure 
passage of the balanced-budget 
amendment may be in sight.

Sen. Paul Simon. Illinois Demo
crat and one of the authors of the 
amendment, told The Washington 
Times yesterday that he thinks he 
has found a Democrat willing to 
change his vote

‘T'm still wrapping it up,” he 
said, conceding that it would be 
premature to call for a vote just 
yet. “But I think I've got it."

The Senate in March fell 
one vote short of the 67 needed to 
send the amendment to the states 
for ratification. Constitutional 
amendments do not require the 
president's approval.

That defeat for the new Repub
lican majority was widely attrib
uted to six Senate Democrats who 
had voted yes in previous years but 
switched their votes this year.

Senate Majority Leader Bob 
Dole of Kansas vowed to bring up 
the amendment again if a Demo
crat stepped forward to provide 
the 67th vote.

Mr. Dole seemed surprised that 
Mr. Simon may have found that 
vote. ‘Til sniff that out,” he said. “I 
can bring it up any time.”

Revival of the balanced-budget 
amendment could add bounce to 
Mr. Dole’s presidential campaign 
andjift the spirits of Republicans.

Mr. Dole noted that he has only
a two-week “window” before Sen. 
Bob Packwood leaves the Senate 
on Oct. 1. Mr. Packwood supports/ 
the amendment, and his fellow Re
publicans would have to find two 
additional votes if he goes home to 
Oregon before the vote.

Senate Minority Leader Tbm 
Daschle of South Dakota said 
Democrats are counting on Mr. 
Packwood’s departure to prevent 
passage.

“I expect we could sustain our 
position” next month with one 
fewer Republican in the Senate, he 
said.

Though Mr. Simon may have 
found a vote switcher, Mr. Daschle 
said Democrats who voted yes 
might switch the other way be
cause they now believe Republi
cans are “using [the amendment] 
for political purposes” The

amendment should not 6e added to 
the Constitution for such reasons, • 
he said.

“I think there’s some that have 
changed their minds the other way 
— one or two senators,” he said.

Mr. Simon would not say wheth
er the Democratic senator who is 
considering switching his vote to 
favor the amendment is one of the 
six who switched against it in the 
spring.

Those six are Mr. Daschle, By
ron L. Dorgan of North Dakota, 
Dianne Feinstein of California, 
Wendell H. Ford of Kentucky, Er
nest F Rollings of South Carolina 
and Jeff Bingaman of New Mexi
co.Mr. Simon said the possible 
switcher is responding to efforts 
by Republicans to balance the bud
get without benefit of the amend
ment by cutting spending by $893 
billion over seven years.

The Democratic switcher is 
convinced that Congress will not

cut spending so severely if the 
constitutional amendment is not in 
place, Mr. Simon said.

Approval of the measure in Con
gress would encourage a positive 
reaction in financial markets, he 
said. Interest rates would fall, and 
the government’s $250 billion of 
yearly interest payments on the 
$4.9 trillion national debt would 
shrink. That, in turn, would make 
room for more spending, he said.

Sen. John B. Breaux, Louisiana 
Democrat and a supporter of the 
amendment, said President Clin
ton’s decision in June to join Con
gress in trying to balance the bud
get may have coaxed several 
Democratic senators to consider 
supporting the amendment.

The White House is still op
posed to the constitutional amend
ment, which Mr. Clinton has said 
is not needed because Congress 
and the president can balance the 
budget without it.

But Mr. Breaux said other
Democrats are thinking that “if 
you’re for doing it, why not put it 
in the Constitution?”



Labor Dept. To Go After Sweatshops With 
Holiday Publicity Campaign By Stuart Silverstein 
Los Angeles Times

Want to avoid buying a sweat shirt made in a sweatshop? 
U.S. Labor Department officials hope to tap that consumer 
sentiment in their latest assault on workplace abuses in the 
clothing- manufacturing industry.

The day after Thanksgiving, just as the Christmas 
shopping season begins in earnest, the agency plans to 
announce names of "good gi^" apparel retailers and 
manufacturers. These will be firms that, in the Labor 
Department's judgment, are taking extra precautions to 
ensure that their merchandise is being made by law-abiding 
contractors and not by the widespread sweatshop operators 
running roughshod over workplace wage and safety laws.

The intent is to squeeze out the rogue contractors by 
providing a public relations bonanza for "retailers and 
manufacturers that have gone the extra mile m seeking to 
prevent sweatshop abuses," U.S. Labor Secretary Robert B. 
Reich said in an interview.

While acknowledging that not all consumers will be 
swayed by his department's lists, Reich said that the 
initiative can have "a considerable economic impact" 
even if only a modest number of shoppers decide to shim 
merchandise that may have been made in U.S. sweatshops.

But the planned retail and manufacturer lists, spurred 
by the discovery in August of an El Monte, Calif., 
sweatshop where 72 Thai workers labored under alleged 
prison-like conditions, has come under fire firom industry 
groups.

For starters, industry officials question whether the 
Labor Department can do a fair job of determining who is 
making a good-faith effort to shun sweatshops.

That is especially true, they say, given how little 
time remains before the initial list comes out in three 
weeks.

Moreover, the criteria for "good guy" retailers are 
fuzzy. Generally speaking, they will be required to 
provide training, cooperate in labor law enforcement 
efforts and otherwise "demonstrate a meaningful 
conunitment" to selecting manufacturers and contractors 
with good records.

Among manufacturers, a major complaint is that the 
initial list will consist largely of conq»nies that 
previously ran into trouble with regulators and 
subsequently signed agreements with the government pledging 
to mend their ways.

"Most of our members don't want to be on that list 
because they don't want to be associated with the ones 
that were busted," said Allison Wolf, a spokeswoman for 
the American Appuel Manufacturers Association, an 
Arlington, Va.-based trade group that says it represents 
three-quarters of the domestic industry.

"The focus is on current behavior, and what wiU be 
done in the future," rather than what was done in the 
past, said a department spokesman.

(Optional add end)

A major loophole in the Labor Department's program is 
that it won't take into account contracting practices 
overseas, where numy of the worst sweatshop abuses occur. 
"There is no excuse for tolerating Third World working 
conditions in the United States," Reich coimtered 

"We need to clean iq> our house before we can accuse 
others of having to clean up their houses."

While trade associations representing manufacturers and 
retailers point the finger at each other, Reich's answer 
is to pressure both groups to play a greater role in 
fighting sweatshop abuses.

"A fool-proof formula is not available, but 
manufacturers and retailers are doing far more than ever 
before, and there's no reason why others shouldn't be able 
to do so as well," he said.

Calif. Conservatives Seeks to Split Hoi 
Immigration Bill By Faye Fiore Los Angela. 
Times

WASHINGTON Hoping to pave the way for illegal 
imrmgration reform in Congress, 10 House Republicans from 
California have launched a drive to split a mammoth 
immigration package in half, creating two bills that would deal 
separately with legal and illegal residents.

"It is an insult to law-abiding citizens and 
soon-to-be citizens who patiently followed all laws and 
regulations to be lumped together in a bill with illegal 
aliens who have sneaked into this country and have 
knowingly and willingly broken U.S. law," they said in a 
one-page letter was drafted by Rep. Jay Kim, R-Calif., 
himself a legal immigrant fi-om Korea.

If successful, the move would greatly enhance passage 
of some version of irmnigration reform in the House by 
carving out controversial sections aimed at legal 
residents and addressing what 
a majority of Californians believe is one of the state's 
most pressing problems, observers on both sides said.

Califorma undoubtedly needs illegal immigration 
reform more than any other state in the nation, and the 
members fi-om California ... dont want to do anything that 
would endanger passage. We shouldn't mix the message in 
any way," said Beau Phillips, aide to Rep. Frank Riggs of 
Windsor, one of the 10 Republicans who signed a letter 
urging separate votes.

The letter from the congressmen was sent to Rep. Heruy 
Hyde, R-Dl., chairman of the House Judiciary Corrunittee 
that last month approved a bill requiring employers to 
verify the legal status of all new workers through a 
government data bank. It also seeks to stem the tide of 
legal transplants to no more than 535,000 annuaUy, down 
fiom the current level of about 800,000 a year.

Hyde's office has yet to resporid.
The letter signals division in the GOP over how to best 

handle the contentious topic of inunigration reform. A 
separate group of 35 lawmakers, most of them Republicans 
who support legal immigratioii limits, have circulated a 
letter of their own urging House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
R-Ga., to hold the bill together.

The issue will be decided by the Republican leadership; 
the bill is not expMted to go to the floor rmtil early 
next year.

Imrmgration rights activists who have fiercely opposed 
Republican reform efforts applauded the notion of a 
divided bill, saying it removes some of the language ‘they 
find most offensive.

"Every group in the country working in the area of 
immigration is coricemed that these issues have been 
merged and blurred," said Charles Wheeler, executive 
director of the National Immigration Law Center in Los 
Angeles. "Most of the incentive behind reforming our 
inunigration laws stems fiom fiustration over 
inunigrants coming into the country and taking jobs. ... It 
is not in the national interest to restrict families from 
becoming reiimted or employers from maintaining their 
world competitiveness by hiring skilled (foreign) 
workers."

But more conservative groups advocating the sweeping 
irrmugration package charged the California lawmakers with 
"mounting an 1 Ith-hour effort to gut it"

' 'After years of hearings and debates, the Judiciary 
Committee produced a bill that holds the promise of 
begirming to clean up the mess that passes for our 
immigration policy," said Dan Stein, executive director of 
the Federation for American Irmnigration Reform in 
Washington. He called it "almost unbelievable" that 
California Republicans would lead the drive to split it 
"while their constituents are pleading for a break from 
the costs and stress of excessive inunigration. ... "



^mocratic even as the South generally rejected 
^ly's candidates in presidential races since 1964.

>^ut that distinction may be a thing of the past, said 
Charles Biillock, an expert in Southern politics at the 
University of Georgia.

"There used to be a fire wall separating national 
offices from state offices," Bullock said. "Whatever 
infection Southerners saw in the Democratic Party at the 
national level, it didn't touch local races. You'd vote 
for good old Bob because he wasn't like Mondale or Dukakis, 
you'd hunted and fished together."

"But voters are no longer making that kind of 
distinction," he added. "They're just seeing Democrats 
and they dont like what they see."

(Optional add end)

In the Kentucky gubernatorial race, both candidates are 
struggling to rebuild the fire wall between state and 
national party politics after disastrously linking 
themselves to national figures earlier in the race,
Rothenberg said.

Democratic candidate Paul Patton, currently the 
lieutenant governor and a former ally of President 
Clinton, suffered from Clinton's decision earlier this 
year to support regulation of tobacco as a drug. Tobacco 
is a mainstay of Kentucky's economy.

Patton recovered marginally after stating that he will 
not endorse Clinton next year because of the tobacco 
issue. But Republican gutematorial candidate Lany Forgy 
is still fond of referring to Clinton alliteiatively as 
"Paul Patton's president."

Forgy is apparently having second thoughts of his own 
about making the race a referendum on larger political 
trends. In April, he told voters that he would ensure the 
national GOP revolution would continue in Kentucky. But as 
public support of the Republican agenda has weakened, so 
did Forgy's eihphasis on it By June, he had conceded that 
he "might not agree" with everything in the party is 
pushing for in Congress.

Rothenberg gives a slight edge to Forgy, who seeks to 
become Kentucky's first Republican governor since 1971.

"Kentucky voters are discovering, after a very strong 
Democrauc history, that you can vote for a Republican and 
you don't get struck by lightning," he said.

For all the influences of the larger political world, 
nothing can account for the idiosyncrasies of Southern 
politics as evidenced ly the Mississippi gubernatorial 
race.

Gov. Kirk Fordice, an outspoken Republican best 
remembered for his stubborn assessment of America as a 
"Christian nation" at the 1992 NationaTGovernors'
Conference, has maintained a healthy lead over Democratic 
challenger Dick Molpus.

But the race took a quirky turn a few weeks ago when 
Molpus's wife, Sally, appeared in a television ad 
criticizing Fordice for cuts to public education funding.
A few days later, a falsetto Fordice imitated Sally 
Molpus's soft Southern drawl at a news conference, 
accusing Dick Molpus of hiding behind his wife. Fordice's 
imitation angered many Mississippi wotnen and some men, by 
many accounts tightening the race.

"You don't want to underestimate the importance of 
things like respect for Southern womanhood in the Deep 
South," Bullock said. "Nowhere is good breeding as 
important"

More Conservative Republicans Hop On 
Anti-Powell Bandwagon By John M. Broder Los 
Angeles Times

WASHINGTON In an overt effort to fiighten Colin L. 
Powell out of the Republican presidential contest, leaders of 10 
conservative groups on Thursday warned the retired general 
not to run and vowed to oppose him if he did.

With a decision from Powell expected as early as next 
week, their message was unequivocal: Powell's views on 
social policy are antithetical to those of Republican 
primary voters and would lead the party to defeat ngainst 
President Clinton.

"Any candidacy by Colin Powell must be stopped. He 
will be stopped," declared Morton Blackwell, Republican 
national committeeman from Virginia.

Powell's spokesman, F. William Smullen. said that 
neither he nor the general had seen the conservatives' 
news conference and would have no comment. Smullen said 
that the general was still weighing whether to enter the 
race and promised a decision "soon."

Other speakers at the Washington event representing 
anti-tax, anti-abortion and other conservative 
organizations were adamant that Powell was unacceptable.

Althoi^ the conservative groups represented at 
Thursday's event claim millions of members who are among 
the most loyal foot soldiers in Republican politics, other 
equally influeritial conservative bodies chose not to 
participate, including the National Rifle Association and 
the National Federation of Independent Businesses.

Several prominent conservatives, among them former 
Education Secretaiy William Bennett, former Housing and 
Urban Development Secretaiy Jack F. Kemp and Weekly 
Standard publisher William Kristol, are encouraging Powell 
to run as a way of broadening the party's base and appeal.

But those who shared the stage at the National Press 
Club on Thursday rejected the notion that the Republican 
party needed "a savior" and insisted that without active 
conservative support Powell could not hope to win the GOP 
nomination or the general election.

Powell, they, said, was a liberal whose candidacy was 
being promoted Ity Washington's opinion-making 
estabhdunent to derail the Republican revolution led by 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich of Georgia and other social 
and fiscal conservatives.

They said they would work against him if he chooses to 
run and threatened a mass walkout at the Republican 
National Convention next summer if he wins the nomination.

"Colin Powell is the Trojan Horse of the 
establishment," said Paul M. Weyrich, chaiiman of the 
Free Congress Foundation. "The ongoing conservative 
revolution in this country is a revolution against the 
Nelson Rockefellers and Colin Powells of the world. The 
Americans who are working for that revolution are 
forever with politicians and would-be politicians who want 
to be something but stand for nothing."

(Optional add end)

Many of the speakers had previously expressed their 
opposition to a Powell candidacy. One voice added to the 
chorus was that of Frank J. Gaffiiey Jr., a mid-level 
Pentagon official during the Reagan administration how 
associated with the Center for Security Policy.

He said that after examining Powell's record as 
national security adviser and chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, he concluded that Powell "would not Tn«k<» a good 
president or Commander-in-chief."

He said that close scrutiny of Powell's performance 
"can only diminish the near-mythic reputation he enjoys 
today." Gaffney specifically cited Powell's opposition to 
missile defense programs, his advocacy of sanctions rather 
than war against Iraq, and his premature ending of the 
Persian Gulf War.
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kjarment Shop 

on ‘Good Guy’ 

List Gets Raided
■ Labor: State inspectors find 
violations at a contractor for 
Limited, a clothing company 
held to be exemplary.
By DON LEE
TIMES STAFF WRTTER

Tn an embarrassment to the U.S. Labor 
I Department, state investigators Tues- 

JLday raided an El Monte garment con
tractor that makes clothes for Limited Inc., 
one of the federal government's so-called 
good-guy apparel makers that consumers 
were encouraged to support.

The California Division of Labor Stan- 
dards Enforcement filed citations against 
the contractor, Italy International Corp., 
that include allegations of multiple over
time and minimum-wage violations, using 
an underage worker, paying in cash and 
taking kickbacks from some workers.

Sute officials said they fined the con
tractor $21,000.

The owner of luly International, Juan Li 
denied wrongdoing but declined to com
ment further. His legal representative, 
Jesse Atilano, a former state labor investi
gator who IS now an industry consultant, 
said he will appeal the citations, which 
could eventually bring the case before an 
administrative law judge.

State labor officials said some of Italy 
International's clothes were made for Lim
ited, one of about 30 businesses that U.S.' 
labor officials said were taking extra steps 
to ensure their merchandise was made in 
law-abiding factories.

The citations issued Tuesday are part of a 
broader crackdown in Los Angeles and El 
Monte, which has come under scrutiny, 
since last summer’s discovery of a garment 
compound where 72 Thai workers were 
allegedly held in virtual slavery.

In fact, the good-guy list was largely a 
response to that case.

The list, released last December, was ini
tially criticized for leaving out many other 
reputable companies. The citations Tues
day against Italy International presented 
more headaches for the Labor Department, 
which some thought went out on a limb by

putting out such a list.
"It isn’t a very good sign that the 

list means very much of anything," 
said Jose Millan, the state’s interim 
labor commissioner, shortly after 
issuing the citations at Italy 
International.

A 1 Dietzel, a spokesman for 
Limited, the Columbus, Ohio- 

based firm that operates the Lim
ited stores, said he was unaware of 
Italy International. Dietzel said he 
would check into the contractor, 
one of thousands that Limited uses. 
"We’re very tough when we find a 
violator," he said.

/6--S

Said Tino Serrano, a Labor 
Department spokesman: "It’s dis
appointing to see the violations 
occurring. But the fact that they 
found violations is not evidence 
that Limited is not making a good- 
faith effort.”

Serrano noted that the good-guy 
list was intended to squeeze out 
unlawful contractors by endorsing 
retailers and manufacturers that 
had taken extra steps to monitor 
contractors and educate suppliers 
about labor laws.

Nonetheless, the citations issued 
Tuesday against Italy International 
include some serious violations, 
including allegations that a 17- 
year-old girl was working at the 
shop without a work permit.

Also, state labor officials said one
worker told them he worked 87 
hours one week but only took 

*167-after paying a 
10% kickback to the employer.

Labor officials, who raided Italy 
International on Tuesday morning, 
said the firm employs about 20 
people. Inspectors alleged that 
sewers received minimum wage 
but were not paid overtime. Trim
mers and pressers got neither min
imum wage nor overtime, they 
sdid.

Atilano, the contractor’s con- 
sultant’ argued that state officials 
illegally inspected the factory even 
though the owner told the investi
gators to leave and return with a 
warrant. Millan denied that 
allegation. •
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Id Card Whisks Travelers 

hito Canada With No Wait
*Canpass*Holders Avoid Customs Crunch
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fiy Charles Tniebeart
- Poic Foraipi Sernce

, VANCOUVER, B.C.-Disgorged 
by the jetful, weary passengers troop 
into Stiaggting imn in the Canadian 
rnstnnw and immigration processing 
center at Vancouver International 
Aiiporti As they wait, sometimes by 
the hnndreds, itx inspectors to exam
ine their proof of citizenship, many 
look wistfully at more fortunate fellow 
passengers who breeze into a spedal 
lane marked ‘Canpass* aixl are seen 
no more.

Thw happy few are among the pi- 
oneemef a new high-tech system that 
carrwa^hem throu^ the ordeal in.30 
seconds or less with no human inter- 
actioo at alL Instead of the imiai iden
tification check and pop quiz, an auto
mated kiosk takes a swipe of a coded 
plastic card and oraxhicts an instanta
neous fingerprint check of the card-
lpjllUr._
^qiqpass is the wave of the boder- 
ns future between Canada azKl the 

States, and a child of the 
world’s biggest trading—and visit
ing-relationship. More than 100 
milBoo people every year cross the 
5,513-mOe-long intematkmal bound
ary.

' Canadian officials said the ultimate 
objective of the program is a merger 
with an American counterpart dubbed 
INSPass that is being tested and re
cently was upgraded at John F. Ken
nedy and Newark intemational air
ports. But the Canadians concede that 
the United States has a more compli
cated aid challenging situation at its 
other border that could delay a per
fect customs union.

The concern is Mexico,'’ Canada's 
minister of trarisport, Daind Ander
son, said in an interview, noting the 
traffic in narcotics, guns, babies and 
undocumented ahens that is far more 
serious along the United Sutes’ 
southern rim.

Canpass was launched here in Can
ada’s westernmost province, British 
Columbia, and some form cf it eventu

ally will be available to frequent 
croasers at most major highway bor- 
dtt posts and at every seaport and 
anport of likely entry.

Already at White Rock, B.C., the 
crossing 35 miles south of here on the 
northen border of Washington State, 
a similar five-year-old scheme allows 
Canadians and Americans who drive 
across regularly—families, vacatioo- 
ers and business people in the Poit- 
land-Seattle-Vancouver corridor—to 
purchase a Canpass decal for their au
tomobile windshields. It gives them 
the equivalent privil^e now in place 
at the airport: a spedal, much quicker 
lane where Canadian customs officers 
check their decal and nod them 
through.

The Canpass system for land and 
air is simple. Citizens of both coun
tries are eligible to apply for the Can- 
pass cards. Frequent crossers regis
ter and pay a modest fee—$50 for 
the airport card, for example—to ap
ply. The Canadian authorities conduct 
a seanity check or, in the case of 
U5. citizens, ask their U.S. counter- 
parfajo do so. If the applicant’s re-
cort is dear, he gets a ficto to the 
fast lane that is good for a year.

fa ^ c^ of the three-month-old 
Canadian airport program, api^icants 
pose for a color pfaitograph that goes 
on tbecard. They also encode their 
fingerprints—and, as a bac^, bio- 
inetric hand measurements. Upon ar
rival in Canada, the CanpiM yger in
serts his or her card, answers a few 
oo-screen prompts and presents an in- 
da fii^r for verificatioa. Then, bar
ring glitches, it is on to baggage rlaim 

Does the passenger have anything 
to declare.’ If so, the computer tots up 
the duty and tax—some things are 
sacred, even under the North Ameri
can Free Trade Agreement—and 
WHs the passenger’s credit card.

The rationales for Canpass, and hs 
U.S. counterpart are manifnM Caria- 
dian officials said that Canpass, by 
whisking through krxnm law-abiders 
and non-smugglers, can free up cus-

5B

toms officials to d^ with more likely 
suspects. Fee-paying Canpass mem-
bersabothinouttbelinesthatnoo-
members must stand fa.

The program is also in keeping 
with Canada’s desire to reduce obsta
cles for any Americans who might 
want to do business here. “We want 
to make sure there’s no impediment 
to the person who wants to establish 
a factory fa Canada,' said Andersoa 
“We don’t want anyone to say, ‘Oh, 
gee, we may be held iq> at the border 
for a couple of hours.’ ”

Canpass was officially blessed by 
President Clinton and Canadian Prime 
Mfafater Jean Chretien at their meet
ing fa Ottawa last Fefauary, a less 
publicized part (rf the package domi- 
Mted by the “open skies' agreement 
that loosened protectionist rtestric- 
tioos on Canadiu and Ameiicah com
mercial air carriers wishing v oper
ate fa the neighbmfag country.

Just last week, as they announced 
that Canpass lanes would open at 
Canada’s other two big airports fa To
ronto and Montreal this year, nffiriak 
of both entries hinted at even more 
far-reaching future consolidations of 
bnder formalities.

One ida on the table is unifying 
twrder operations at remote land 
crossings—• coat-cutting system that 
would empower one country or the 
other’s authorities to handle the light 
traffic fa l»th directions. Another 
scheme being tested is computerized 
vnce-feoognrtioo technology to fully ‘ 
automte httle-used highway cross
ings fa the North American West 

To judge by the numbers of Ameri
cans who head for Canada without a 
passport and seem puzzled to he
asked for one, the existence of actual
Canaduin customs formalities is not 
widely Imm fa the United States. 
But Canadian and American faunigra- 
tioo authorities have tightened securi
ty fa the last several years, insisting 
on documenUtioQ from U.S.-Canada 
travelers.

A passport is not the only suitable
proerf of citizenship, but it is the sim
plest and surest one. The akeniative
is a much longer conversation with an
munigration officer. The same poli
cies apply at highway crossings, but fa 
practice, identification is seldom re
quested.
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
IN APPAREL INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT

The Rose Garden

11:22 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. To Secretary Reich, Phil
Knight of Nike, the other business leaders who are here and the labor 
leaders, leaders of other organizations who are concerned about this 
issue; to Kathie Lee Gifford, and Congressman George Miller who was 
just here and had to leave. I want to say a special word of thanks 
to my friend. Senator Tom Harkin, who is the very first person who 
ever discussed the issue we'll be talking about today with me.

Before I begin I'd like to say just a brief word about 
the new job figures. It was reported this morning that our economy 
produced nearly 200,000 more new jobs in July — further good news 
for the American people that our economy is growing and creating good 
jobs.

Thanks to the hard work of employees and businesses here 
in our country, we now have the economic equivalent of our Dream Team 
— strong growth, millions of jobs, low inflation, low unemployment 
and growing incomes. That's the line-up we want for America.

I just had a very productive meeting with 
representatives of some of our nation's largest apparel and footwear 
companies, as well as representatives of labor, consumer, human 
rights and religious groups. They all accepted my invitation to meet 
here today to deal with an issue that is rightly on the minds of 
millions of American consumers. Just a year ago today, the discovery 
of more than 70 people working in virtual slavery behind barbed wire 
in a garment factory in El Monte, California, awakened Americans to 
the fact that some of the clothes and shoes they buy are manufactured 
by people who work under deplorable conditions. The well-documented 
episode involving Kathie Lee Gifford also awakened many people to 
this problem.

We all are outraged by these awful revelations, but as 
leaders we have a responsibility to do something about them. When 
Kathie Lee learned that some of the garments with her name on them 
we're being produced under terrible working conditions, she didn't 
bury her head in the sand. Instead, she reacted quickly, decisively, 
and responsibly. That's what all the rest of us must do as well.

Our nation has always stood for human dignity and the 
fundamental rights of working people. We believe everyone should 
work, but no one should have to put their lives or health in jeopardy 
to put food on the table for their families. That's why I am pleased 
to announce that the companies gathered here today have agreed to 
begin working together to put an end to this terrible problem.

They have agreed to do two things. First, they will 
take additional steps to ensure that the products they make and sell 
are manufactured under decent and humane working conditions. Second, 
they will develop options to inform consumers that the products they 
buy are not produced under those exploitative conditions. They have

MORE
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agreed to report back to me within a maximum of six months about 
their progress.

Human and labor rights are not brand names. They are 
the most basic products of our democracy. I want to compliment the 
companies that are here; Phillips-Van Heusen, L.L. Bean, Patagonia, 
Nicole Miller, Karen Kane, Warnaco, Tweeds and, of course, Frank and 
Kathie Lee Gifford, Liz Claiborne, and Nike — companies that have 
pledged to live up to their responsibilities. And I want to see the 
results they produce.

The ultimate test of their commitment will be for them 
to produce tough criteria to make sure that sweat shops are not used 
and to make sure consumers know it. And then what we want to do is 
to persuade others in this country to follow their lead and to find 
ways to make sure, again, that consumers know it.

I don't know what final strategies they will come up 
with. I do hope they'll develop measures that might include labels, 
clear signs in stores or other means of getting the information 
directly involved to consumers so that consumers at the point of sale 
have an opportunity themselves to be responsible citizens in their 
purchases.

This is a good start. As I said before, we know that 
the first job of business is to produce a profit. That is the 
foundation of our free enterprise system. But for the system to 
succeed, good corporations must also be good citizens. Our success 
in the 21st century depends more than ever on the right kind of 
partnership between all of us to make America the place it ought to 
be and to set a standard for the entire world.

We're already working with the high-tech community to 
put computers in schools, with the media and entertainment industry 
to rate television programs. Today, we are embarking on a new 
partnership. I hope that it will become a vital part of the battle 
against sweatshops here in the United States and against abusive 
working conditions and particularly child labor everywhere in the 
world.

Thank you.

*****

Q Mr. President, now that Kennedy-Kassebaum appears 
to about to become the law of the land, I wondered if you think that 
is enough for health care or if there are some goals that you have 
should you get reelected, possibly specific programs that you would 
try to get through —

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, I'm very gratified
that it is law. And I think that it's going to be the law of the 
land in no small measure because we have had this health care issue 
on the agenda now for three and a half years, and, frankly, because 
Senator Kennedy has been fighting for it for 20 years, ever since his 
own son was taken ill as a young boy.

And I was talking with Senator Rockefeller, who is also 
one of our long-time leaders, about this this morning. As you know,
I also recommended in my budget that we take steps to provide for the 
possibility of coverage for people who suffer long periods of 
unemployment and when they're in between jobs and when the insurance 
that they have associated with their previous jobs expires. And so I 
think that is the next step.

MORE
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And I think what we should do — I still believe the 
goal that I had to have a system that provides everybody with the 
opportunity to have health insurance coverage, that emphasizes 
preventive health, that keeps inflation in health care at about the 
general rate of inflation — that these are good and honorable goals, 
and I think we're going to have to meet them in a sort of a step-by- 
step basis. And I think when we get Kennedy-Kassebaum in place and 
see how it works, the new changes may tell us what the next steps 
are, but I think we should begin to focus on the problems of 
unemployed families.

And, as I said, I've already tried to address this to 
some extent in my budget.

Q Mr. President, when do you plan to sign —

Q Mr. President, what can you tell us about these
reports of terrorist training camps in Iran, and what, if anything, 
do you plan to do about it?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, there are terrorist
training camps in more than one country in the world and we are aware 
of many of them in many countries. The question here is whether — 
who was responsible for the killing of the American servicemen in 
Saudi Arabia. And keep in mind, we cannot confirm — I was asked a 
question by a young man this morning — we cannot confirm yet what 
the cause of the TWA crash was, and until we can we shouldn't 
speculate. But we know that our servicemen in Saudi Arabia were 
killed by a terrorist attack. Who was responsible for that? Who 
supported them in that? And was any nation involved in that? These 
are the questions we have to ask and answer. The speculation or even 
the existence of actual terrorist training camps do not answer those 
specific questions.

And so until I'm in a position to tell the American 
people the answer to those questions I think I should tell you what I 
have said all along: Our country has taken a tough line against
terrorism. We want our allies to help us. We want to have the tools 
we need here at home to prevent as many attacks as possible and to 
punish people who carry them out. We want to make airline safety as 
safe as we possibly can. And that's what we're working on. And then 
when we find people who have done things that are wrong, we will do 
our best to bring them to justice, as you have seen in the successful 
trials and convictions in the World Trade Center bombing and the 
trial going on involving the Oklahoma City bombing.

Q Mr. President, are you concerned that your Trade 
Representative was unable to get an agreement on insurance with Japan 
despite your Wednesday deadline?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, frankly, I'm elated that we got a
semiconductor agreement. That is a very, very big issue, and very 
important for us because of the enormous comeback American industry's 
had in that area. I thought we would get an insurance agreement. I 
still think we can. We're really not all that far away, and I think 
we need to keep working at it.

But I want to congratulate Ambassador Barshefsky on 
getting the semiconductor agreement. And I know that the people in 
that industry in America — there are many, many thousands of good 
jobs involved in this — are very happy today.

Q Mr. President —

THE PRESIDENT: Sarah?

Q Yes, sir. Aren't we doing some of this training in 
the use of bombs in our own Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps?
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And we're doing it with people who are not treated or tested for 
psychiatric conditions? And isn't some of this coming out from after 
they get out of the services and they are unhappy about things, then 
they create bombs? Our research shows that that's happening.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, for one thing, it is necessary
that people in our military understand fundamentals — the people in 
the appropriate units in the military understand the fundamentals of 
how bombs are made and how they can be diffused and the technology of 
it. And, of course, I think the people in the military do the best 
they can to make sure that the rigorous training program that people 
go through would sort out those who are unsuited.

It is true that some of the people who have the 
knowledge necessary to cause problems for us domestically — in 
instances of domestic terrorism — have been in the military. But I 
don't know that we can compellingly say that there's any higher 
percentage of people who are mentally unbalanced who have been in the 
military than in any other group. And I don't know that there's any 
sort of screening process that the military could adopt that would 
protect against that. That is something that — I think that's one 
of the ongoing questions they're always asking themselves whenever we 
have an incident not just involving a bomb, but if there's something 
else that a soldier does or a veteran does that may seem tied to his 
or her military service, they look at that. But I don't know that 
there's an easy answer to that.

Mara?

Q Senator Moynihan yesterday —

Q — with this Congress — welfare reform, minimum 
wage, Kassebaxam-Kennedy — isn't this an argument to keep things the 
way they are, with you in the White House, Republicans in the 
majority and Democrats in the minority of Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, it's come like
pulling teeth right here before the election. And it's only come 
after the American people showed that they were bitterly opposed to 
the extremism that was the want of the Congress. So if — the 
American people, of course, will have to make up their minds, but 
basically, what we did with the health initiative and the minimum 
wage were plainly Democratic initiatives, as well as the major 
environmental initiatives. In welfare, the two parties essentially 
came together finally. Otherwise, we would have had a totally 
unacceptable bill. So the American people can make up their minds.

I think what they've seen is that all the things that 
were said about the Democrats aren't true. The Democrats have turned 
out to be fiscally responsible, strong on defense, strong on foreign 
policy, strong on welfare, strong on crime, strong on management of 
the economy, and good for health care and education and working 
families.

So it seems to me that our party in Congress ought to 
feel good about going out and presenting an image of a modern 21st 
century progressive party and then let the American people make up 
their mind whether they agree with their philosophy or the philosophy 
of the other party. That's what the election will be about.

Thank you.

Q Mr. President, will you sign Kennedy-Kassebaum 
before going on vacation?

Will Republican leaders be invited to the signing
ceremonyj
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As you know, the Asian Pacific American Legal Center is lead 
counsel representing the Thai workers who were held in conditions 
of slavery at a garment shop in El Monte, California. In 
addition to their ongoing civil suit against the manufacturers 
and retailers whose clothes they sewed, they have been material 
witnesses in the criminal prosecution of the slave sweatshop 

owners.
I approach you on behalf of the workers because their case 

has moved all Americans, but it has had a special impact on the 
Asian American community. Across the spectrum -- organized 
labor, civil rights groups, students, lawyers, professors, the 
business community, media, and others -- have come together in 
support of the workers. The U.S. Department of Labor has used 
their case to spotlight abuses in the garment industry.

The criminal case against the owners recently concluded, 
meaning the workers will lose their designation as material 
witnesses and become deportable. The Thai workers would like to 
remain in the United States. There are numerous reasons why 
their desire to do so is so compelling (see attached).

We have been working tirelessly with the U.S. Attorney's 
office in Los Angeles, the Civil Rights Division of the 
Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., the INS, and the FBI 
to find ways for the workers to remain in this country legally to 
work, to contribute, and to support themselves and their families 
in Thailand.

Attached please find letters (our correspondence with 
relevant officials) and newspaper articles related to the Thai 
workers. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Julie 
Su, Civil Rights Attorney on my staff at (213) 748-2022 x 40.

The workers need yours and the President's support. Please 
convey to the President our concern for the safety of these 
workers; anything he can do, even writing a letter or making a 
call on their behalf to any of the above-named agencies, would be 
deeply appreciated.



Workers should be given permission to stay and continue working legally in this country because:

1) their lives are in danger if they were to be deported to Thailand; 2 of their captors 
are stdl at large; many of the workers' families have received visits from strangers who take 
pictures of the families’ homes and ask questions about "your son/daughter who was in El Monte";

2) they provided the critical testimony for the U.S. government's successful 
prosecution of their captors; they risked their lives to help the government (without the 
workers' bravery, there could not have been a criminal prosecution);

3) they have worked almost every single day since they've been in this country; they have 
not accessed social services or welfare benefits; they are self-sufficient and hardworking;
they are paying taxes;

4) they have not received the tremendous amount in back wages they are owed for their 
many years in El Monte;

5) their own civil suit is still pending, which holds the manufacturers and retailers who 
ordered, designed, and sold the clothes these workers made accountable; these manufacturers and 
retailers reaped enormous profit off of the backs of slave laborers and would get off scot-free

, if the workers were not here to hold them liable;

6) they are standing up to the injustices in the garment industry, hoping that through 
their courage, other workers will no longer be exploited and the horrendous conditions the Thai 
workers endured will never, ever be repeated;

7) deportation would send the wrong message to all exploited workers: that your only 
"choice" IS to suffer in silence under deplorable conditions, or come forward and be deported; 
this choice makes enforcement of federal and state labor laws even more difficult;

8) granting these workers status will not set a precedent in which all undocumented 
workers have to be given legal status; these workers had their freedom taken away and are
therefore, uniquely situated before the INS; their equity argument is particularly strong for 
remaining in the U.S.;

9) they have come to represent the best hope of America: freedom, justice, hard work, 
resilience. They have suffered in this country and have earned their place in this country.



memorandum

To: Lisa Winston
From : Julie Su h(f^
Re: Immigration Options for
Date: February 16, 1995

The., are the pcseihilities „e

1) S visas
2) Private bill
3) Deferred action

iSglt?r ..'.r “r." areincludes individuall^whf nn categories. The
information" about a rr-im-irT,i ^ possess "critical rPii=Ki^

aef?™Krp"eforganiratio*..-^ rfas^^rJ

enforcement agTncy^ w'thont thf if aelioted by fjaw

E^'££4H”SS:s^H|aS“S
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aome case^ I’owlr^ prioritv^"^¥h£^V'"® ,‘f®'“fslo““ by INS which gives
recommend w/ the approva/of Se district directo? oin
prosecute or deport particular individuIlS"^^ eommissioner not to

J^eJov^nl thl'ind'ivi1ju'aTs"°^^ D likelihood
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February 24, 1996

Roben Bach
^ecutive Associate Commissioner of Policy and Planning 
R^igranon and Naturalization Service ^
Office of PoUcy and Planning 
425 I Street, N.W. Room 6038 
Washington, DC 20536

Dear Bob,

D.c. ATuStT? “
brief, I sensed and appreciate vour ppnnin ^P- though our meeting was

soI„,„„s fo. .he worhe. :h„ ES“n.i.

remain in the United StareJirs(fcom^ir^''^^Th^^^°"^ Thai workers’ desire to 
States and held in condiuons of involLta^^ They were tncked into coming to the United 
the workers’ Uves would be in grave da^r ^Thailand,
the criminal defendants who pled guiltv rfn F fugitives - brothers and sons of
workers’ famdies inTTiailandhavereceled

Court retS^ - -king redress in Federal
get some of the back wages they are owe/h ° P^'^f^^d from their labor. They seek to 
ensure that the horror thefeipeneTcedT-.
to remain to pursue their civil remedies. "Phey should be permitted

Rather, ^ wriucL'sed^Tch dtomr ® 7*“ ™

XX~;rr3=‘==^



to report rampMt acdvto ‘" ‘'f““ °f “-oritots who come forward
tit lor these workers. WhUe the prosecutors (US Au ^ •^1“''° '<teal
Division in Washington, D C ) cLiot dn /n * Los Angeles, CivU Rights
case is completely cLluded my^ onaull^*”® I*" *'’*=“ “““ ‘he criiiinal 
facilitating dm s4a appli“drZ ® *«““ h® helpful in

the criminal c4“wo^tu to U ta^IteSf “ T"h prosecuted
cnmtnal case. This was noi a case built on mLTd^^ ‘he
expen witnesses. Without the willingness of SLp circumstantial evidence, or
provide “critical, reliable infonS » SL government and to
succeeded. ^ important criminal prosecution would not have

through^rd,4“ f- -‘he-’ "0‘0”ly in Califotnia. but

not only awonmeasutermgr^S .rnn'h' American pubUc wiU

heartening. I waSlTm'mto^y^sSffi^hete is extremely

process,’do°noSi4Tci"k Ut4my in rolTch^'® “ -he

fects

Very truly yours.

Julie A. Su
Civil Rights Staff Attorney

cc: Lin C. Uu, Assistant Commissioner
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April 11. 1996
Doris Meissner 
Commissioner
Immigration and Naturalization Service
Headquarters
425 I Street NW
Washington. DC 20536

Commissioner Meissner:

provided IS ind Possibility of granting S-visas to the workers. The Thai workers have
n™i A I information to the U.S. Attorneys in Los Angeles, the INS the Civil Riehts

:?L, rau
vim or olhor sanis will not set a prectlent. "““i “ ewraordinaiy and granting them S-

individJstu nToX^lCat “'I”™'”"

Sincerely,

Julie A. Su
Civil Rights Staff Attorney

cc: Bob Bach. Mike Gennaco. Nora Manella. Devat Patrick. Lisa Winston
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May 13, 1996

Steve Zipperstein, Esq.
Deputy United States Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
312 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Steve:

Tliank you for taking the time to meet with me and Mark about the immigration status of the El 
Monte Thai garment workers. We appreciate your genuine willingness to explore more permanent 
immigration solutions for them.

T T • ^ ^ mentioned to you, there are several reasons the Thai workers' desire to remain in the
Umted States is so compelling. In addition to having endured conditions of involuntary servitude in 
tlus country for years, they would face grave danger if deported to Thailand. The two fugitives - 
brothers and sons of the criminal defendants recently sentenced - are still at large. The workers'
families m Thailand have received visits from mysterious individuals who ask detailed questions and 
demand answers regarding the workers.

Moreover, despite threats to their lives, they provided the critical testimony necessary for 
the successful cnminal prosecution. Their very real fear of retribution is a direct result of their 
cooperation with the government. In light of these factors, the S-visa is a perfect fit for them.

Again, thank you for your continued concern for the Thai workers and for the compassion you, 
Mike Gennaco, and Tom Warren have shown. There is almost nothing they want more than to remain in 
this countty to work, to live, to contribute, and to support themselves and their families in Thailand.

am grate 1 to you for recognizing their courage and spirit and for offering them a chance to see that 
the America they knew behind barbed wire is not what this country is all about.

Very truly yours.

5^—--

cc: Mark Rosenbaum

Julie A. Su
Civil Rights Staff Attorney
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El Monte Thai Garment Workers
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Thai immigrant workers crouch outside an El Monte apartment complex that was rawed by authorities.

Workers Held 

in Near-SJavery, 

ficialsSay
By GEORGE WHITE
TIMU STAFF WRITU

State and federal agents early 
Wednesday raided a garment fac
tory in El Monte that allegedly 
held dozens of Thai immigrants m 
virtual slavery behind barbed wire 
for years, forcing them to labor in 
servitude supposedly to pay off 
creditors.

The pre-dawn raid by a multi
agency team headed by the Cali
fornia Department of Induatnai 
RelaUons discovered more than 60 
Thai nauonals living and working 
at a gated apartment complex 
ringed with barbed wire and spiked 
fences.

The raid exposed conditions that 
seemed to belong to an earlier era.

ft 4 4 W * V 4 4 4 4A4W 44 to
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agents and The Times that they 
had been held against their wta 
and that they were forced to toil 
day and night for less than $2 an 
hour. Some said they were told 
they must repay the cost of trans
porting them from Thailand, yet 
the detention continued after the 
“debt” was repaid.

One worker—who provided only 
her nickname. ‘Yat”—said she has 
not been allowed to leave the 
complex in the 2V^ years she has 
lived there, even though her debt 
was repaid long ago.

"I don't like it." she said through 
an interpreter. "But I have to 
accept it because they paid my way 
over here. ’

"I never would have believed a 
situation tike this could exist in the 
United States, and I hope I never 
see It again." said California Slate 
Labor Commissioner Victoria 
Bradshaw, who supervised the 
search and the questioning. ‘All 
the agencies involved plan to pros
ecute to the full extent of the law. '

Bradshaw said the investigation 
was prompted by informants, some 
of whom had escaped from the 

PIcMc 4«c RAID. A20 ©
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RAID: El Monte 

Site Investigated
from A1

a^vuncnt complex, a two-story, seven-unit 
structure in a residential area in the 2000 block 
otj^ta Amu Avenue. Investigators said they 
have been staking out the site for weeks.

agents blocked the driveway of the 
cbi^lex about 5:30 a.m.. forced open a gate and 
couai^ the workers from their beds one by one.

apartment was secured, the occupants 
were brought out. gathered together and or
der^ to sit on the ground near their apart
ments.

Translators assured the workers that they 
wmkl not be punished and that their testimony 
would be sought for prosecution of the oper
ators. Some smiled and chatted in apparent 
r.eJifitas they watched colleagues being inter
viewed individually.

Agents from the U.S. Immigration and Natu
ralization Service, called to the scene by sute 
offlcials. handcuffed eight Thais suspected of 
operaung the nng.

A mong the possible sute charges facing the 
/aoperators are slavery and false imprison
ment. Among the possible federal charges are 
peonage, selling into involuntary servitude, 
extortion, kidnaping, harbonng illegal aliens, 
inducing and encouraging illegal entry and 
violating passport and visa laws.

However. Michael H. Flynn, acting deputy 
du-ector for the INS’ western region, said the 
agency has not yet determined the charges or 
fully Identified the suspecu. some of whom used 
aliases. The defendants were to be arraigned by 
today while federal indictments are sought.

"We're not going to release names (of sus
pects) because it would be premature. ” Flynrf 
said. "We’re exploring a variety of immigration 
violaUons. Charges are something the U.S. 
attorney will determine after we investigate. 
Civil righu violations and kidnaping charges are 
a possibility.

"The seriousness of the situation seems to 
indicate that there was mistreatment of work
ers." he added.

In all. the INS detained 63 people from the El 
Monte site. They are all being held at detention 
faciliues at the INS distnct office in Los 
Angeles.

Bradshaw said investigators discovered more 
than $750,000 in cash and blocks of gold in a safe 
at the complex. They also found records indict
ing the transfer of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of cash to banks, she said.

Investigators at the El .Monte site said the 
immigrants toiled an average of 84 hours a week 
for an average of $1.60 per hour—far below the 
minimum wage of $4.25 an hour. Some of the 
workers said ring operators deducted half their 
pay until they repaid the cost of transporuuon 
from Thailand.

Sute officials said the workers are entitled to 
potentially thousands of dollars to compensate 
for the difference between the pay they re
ceived and the minimum wage. Cash seized 
Wednesday may be used for that purpose. 
Bradshaw said.

C ome of the workers said they were virtually 
wJ imprisoned in the complex

"They took my passport away and won’t let 
me out." said Vuttiphong Vutthiboompronsak. a 
48-year-old man who said he has worked at the 
compound since entering the United Sutea on a 
tourist visa four years ago. "I work from 7 (a.m.| 
to midnight. They make you work."

Speaking through an interpreter. Vutthi
boompronsak said nng organizers in Thailand 
offered him employment in the United Sutes 
and helped him get a tourist visa from the U.S. 
Elmbassy in that country.

Labor Commissioner Bradshaw said investi
gators have learned that at least two ‘brokers ” 
in Thailand have been sending Thais to the El 
Monte-based operation. When setUed in El 
Monte. Bradshaw said, some of the employees 
were threatened indirectly to induce them to 
work as they did.

"Some, of the employees said there would be 
retribution against their family in Thailand if 
they didn’t cooperate.” she said.

Investigators do not know how long the 
apartment complex has been operated as a 
garment-making facility. However, one worker 
said she has worked for the operators for seven 
years.

It is illegal to produce garments in a resi

dence. both for safety reasons and because 
regulators cannot check labor conditions in such 
an environment. The complex was not regis
tered as a contractor with the Department of 
Industrial Relations, authonties said.

A document requesting the search warrant 
said an informant warned authonties "that 
there is a 24-hour watchman at the said 
apartment complex watching outside and 
guarding the workers, who are forced to work 
long hours without being allowed to leave the 
premises .... He also observed that the glass 
windows in the second floor were paneled with 
plywood three-quarters of the way to the top. ”

/ ?
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C Uie invesiigators said workers at the apart- 
Oment complex stitched together garment 
parts that were probably completed at a Los 
Angeles shop allegedly associated with the El 
Monte operation. The shop, in the 1300 block of 
West 12th Place, does business under the name 
SK Fashion,, authonties said.

iimuiunrous with the El Monte raid. Los 
Angeles police and separate teams of sute 
investigators executed a search warrant at the 
shop and at the Panorama City home of a 
suspected ring leader.

At the Panorama City site, a single-family 
home on a quiet cul-de-sac. authorities said an 
illegal garment-sewing operauon was being 
operated in a back room. Although investigators 
found no direct links to the El Monte operation, 
they turned up a variety of alleged record
keeping and workers' compensation insurance 
violations.

The apparent owner was fined S11.150. In 
addition. INS agents took four of the garment 
shop's employees into custody on suspected 
immigration violations.

In EU Monte, investigators found quantities of 
cut and sewn fabric inside a truck at the 
complex. Fabric, garments and dozens of sewmg 
machines were also inside the apartment units.

In addition, investigators found labels of 
numerous brand-name apparel lines in at least 
one apartment unit, invesugators said they do 
not yet know whether the complex operators 
served as contractors for those brand-name 
companies. The Southland has a burgeoning 
business in bogus merchandise, and the labels 
could be counterfeit, mvestigators said.

Investigators said the complex operators ap
parently generated revenue by selling workers 
much of the food they consumed. A garage was 
stocked with shelves of food and sundries such 
as sardines, sugar, canned milk, onions and soap.

Also, workers at the El Monte complex said 
they were required to use coin-operated wash
ing machines for their laundry needs.

Many workers at the El Monte site said they 
pooled their money to buy food. Many said they 
gave most of their remaining money to the 
managers of the complex who promised to send 
those funds to the workers' families in Thailand.

Workers said they were not charged for their 
cramped living accommodations.

Vutthiboompronsak showed investigators a 
closet-like area measuring about 7 by 4 feet 
where he said he slept on a blanket on the floor

under a stairwell, located near sewing equip
ment in a workroom.

Upstairs in the same apartment unit, there 
were seven sleeping mats in one small bedroom, 
four in another and three in another.

Some workers seemed resigned to their 
situation. For example. Weng Kunsar said she ' 
has been living in cramped conditions for seven 
years.

"I don't feel anything.” she said when asked 
to comment on her situation. "I just feel numb. " 

Another worker who said she has toiled at the 
El Monte site for three years said she repaid her 
$5,000 travel debt during her first year at the 
complex. She said she is paid $500 to $600 per 
month.

*~Phe well-organized, longstanding peonage 
X apparently exposed in the El Monte case is 

rare, sute labor officials said. Somewhat more 
common are repoits of perhaps one or two 
immigrant workers, particularly in the garment 
industry, who say they are being held against 
their will but whose claims cannot always be 
verified, officials said.

While authorities say large-scale cases of 
involuntary servitude remain extremely rare, 
the El Monte raid evoked memories of brutal 
abuses that took place at the Ventura County 
flower ranch of Edwin M. Ives during the late
iSSE—-------------

Ives gained notoriety in 1990 when prosecu
tors charged him in what they described at the 
time as the most far-reaching slavery case in 
the United SUtes in recent times.

Although the slavery charge later was 
dropped. Ives pleaded guilty to corporate rack
eteering and labor and immigration violaUons in 
connection with smuggling illegal immigrants 
into bis compound and paying them sub-mini- 
muef wages. In alL he paid $1.5 million to more 
than 200 former workers, the largest penalty 
ever Icvi^ in a U.S. immigrauon case.

In the El Monte case, invesiigators on 
Wednesday tallied up $492300 in violaUons 
stemming from unproper record-keeping and 
failure to pay workers' compensaUon and the 
minimum wage.

The El Monte site was uncovered by a 
mulU-agency group of about 30 people, includ
ing translators and officials from the sute 
Industrial Relations Department, the U.S. Labor 
Department, the Los Angeles city attorney's 
office. El Monte police and the California 
Elmployment Development Department.

Among those trying to console workers at the 
apartment complex early Wednesday was 
Chanchanit Hirunpidok. execuUve director of 
the Los Angeles-based Thai Community Devel
opment Center. She was moved to tears when 
commenUng on the scene.

"It’s disgusUng,” she said. "It’s unfortunate 
workers are willing to put up with condiUons 
like this. We have to set an example to prevent 
this from happening again.”

TUnm staff wiftsT Stuart SHvarstain contributad to 
tMaatory.
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Call for Release 

of Thai Workers:
^ t 
• «■■ Human rights: Activists complain that 

laborers rescued from an El Monte 
sweatshop are now being imprisoned as^- 
material witnesses.
By KARL SCHOENBERGER and SHAWN HUBLER r.,.
TIMES STAFF WRITERS ; - ,

Aaian American community leaders expressed 
rage Wednesday over the continued incarceratiijiji] of 
Thai workers who were rescued trom conditions'"d/ 
slavery in an El Monte sweatshop last week, only 
locked up in a federal prison as material witne^s^ 
pending immigrauon hearings and possible deporta^.

The more than 70 undocumented Thai workers oaltl. 
in detention at the federal facility on Terminal IsIukT 
are "confused and distraught about their situatiftri.;V 
said Chanchancit (Chancee) Martorell. an acUyiSt^ 
with the group Thai Community Developmenu "Hav,- 
ing gone from one prison to another, these wocki^ 
have been doubly victimized."

Martorell’s group and a sutewide coalitiof); ,.o(, 
community and labor organizations called for 
immediate release of the detainees at a news coni^, 
ence in El Monte Wednesday. Martorell vowed,Kt)at 
the coalition, calling itself "Sweatshop Watch,’\ji^ 
"lead the community fight for the rights of th*-^ 
Monte Thai workers to legal redress and back wagaa.'A ;

Legal advocates say they plan to sue for as mucka»< 
$5 million in back pay and compensation for civil 
rights damages on behalf of the workers. Sen 
however, only eight of the detainees have retaincS 
legal services offered by the coalition, according tot- 
immigration and Naturalization Service spokesman 
Ron Rogers.

In contrast to the deplorable conditions of the-M 
Monte sweatshop, Rogers said, the workers are being 
housed in a “fully accredited detention center, one of 
the finest of its kind in the nation. They’re getting 
three hot meals and a bed, and medical treatment, is 
available." ~ ‘

According to Martorell and others. Thai Consul 
General Suphot Dhirakaosal and other consular offi
cials have been advising the detainees to waive 
rights to deportation hearings and return quietly-^ 
Thailand to avoid the shame of publicity.

“The consulate, the Thai government has qo 
interest in helping these people. All they care about is 
saving their face. ” complained one of the Thai 
interpreters volunteering to assist with INS inter
views. “The consulate is telling them: 'You’re costing- 
the U.S. government money. It’s embarrassing. You 
should go back.’ ” ^

Dhirakaosal. the consul general, did not return 
repeated phone calls on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Rogers said deportation heanngs for the 67 women 
and five men are being postponed until investigators 
can interview them as matenal witnesses. He con
firmed reports fi-om interpreters and Thai community 
members that the detainees are being transported in

Please s«« THAIS. B13
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THAIS: Workers’ Release Urged
Coatiaacd from B12 ,
shaririAa « _ Of enslavinff them.
Coatiaacd from B12 ,
Shackles back and forth from Ter- 
minal Island to a Downtown deten- Matenal witnesses are con- 
lion center for interviews. ^ P™'

“It's just ridiculous to uke them w ^ .1* Irom custody,
out of one kind of imprisonment *^^rell said. “They want to be 
and then imprison them again” but they are afraid."
said Julie Su. an attorney with the of the sweatshop slavery
Asian American Legal Center *"'^*sti8ation triggered an out- 
whlifh IS leading the group of compassion as well as
y^unteer lawyers. "It sends the the local commumty.
wrtng message, that if you're ex- ^ support has been offered

your rights ^ workers that MartoreU’s 
w^ock you up.” group has set up a fund to handle

Meanwhile, intervention has donauons of food, clothing, toilet- 
be^ifficult. Martorell said. and money.

detainees come from Angeles County is home to
H^^*.?^^"**"** Lao- largest populaUon of ethnic

suspicious of ^hai people outside of Asia. esU- 
"^ai n»ted by the 1990 U.S. Census at 

c^unity who were mosUy from 19.016. Martorell esUmates the to-

workers began to open up this mented immiffram.
other areas of the country, 
workers began to open up this 

once a Laotian volunteer 
offered to help, she added.

'The workers are also womed 
a^ut retnbution against them
selves and their families back 
home if they cooperate in the 
pro.secution of the people accused

« -a nign as a3.000 if undocu
mented immigrants are mcluded.

"Since the 1980s we've seen a 
cntical mass of immigrants from 
poor rural villages in 'Thailand, 
coming here on false documents or 
overstaying their tourist visaa,'' 
she said. "A lot of women have 
been recruited and smuggled in.”

Thailand is populated by a vari
ety of people, mosUy ethnic Thai 
but also UoUan, Cambodian and a 
lai^ number of ethnic Chinese 
who have mixed through intermar- 
nage and assimilated into Thai 
soaety. In Los Angeles, Thai na- 
Uonals tend to blend in with the 
^er populaUon of Chinese in the 
San Gabnel Valley, but scattered 
concentraUons of 'Thais are marked 
by resuurants in the Hollywood 
and Mid-Wilshire areas.

The Wat 'Thai Buddhist mon- 
in North Hollywood has 

bw a focal point for the commu
nity, and the Thai detainees re- 
port^y broke down in tears when 
monks from the temple visited 

at the Downtown detenUon 
facility on Tuesday.

Indeed, community sources say 
the unidentified woman who es- 
c^ from the El Monte sweat
shop three years ago-and trig
gered the first aborted 
mvestigaiion-initially sought 
sanctuary at the temple before 
reporting the labor abuses to an 
immigrauon attorney. She is now 
legally seiUed in the United Sutes 
Md the working mother of a new
born child.
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21 Thau Found 

in Sweatshop 

Are Released
By KARL SCHOENBERGER. 
PATRICK]. McDONNEU 
and SHAWN HUBLER
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Nearly two dozen of the 72 Thai 
garment workers who toiled ir 
alleged prison>like conditions in ar 
El Monte sweauhop finally tastec 
freedom Friday—in some cas« 
yean after they began their ordeal.

In all..;^ a< the 72 extwarkara* 
aU suspected Ulegal immigranu— 
were set free from federal custody 
after bonds of $500 per person wen 
posted. Authorities said that most l 
pot all of the Thai nationals picket 
fgiin the raid on the El Monte siu 
should be free by early next 
once processing is complete.

A federal source indicated tha 
all 72 might be released by lab 
Friday or early today.

It was an emotional momen 
shortly befoK 5 pjn. as the 2: 
proceeded up a ramp leading froir 
the basement parking garage of th< 
Federal Building in Downtown La 
Angeles. Some smiled and wave< 
but othen wore grim expression 
and choked back tears as the'

___________________________________ walked without comment throug;
nuNcnaoMi / iwTha' g phalanx of journalists and televi

A beaming Thai worker—among the 21 immigrants released Friday—leaves Downtown ttederal build eon camera They boarded a yei
low school bus that communit'

-----  ------------------- groups had rented to take them t
temporary housing.

As the cameras clicked anc 
whirred, community represema 
Uvea said the workers' release wa 
only the first step on a long roac 
"Their freedom today is only th 
beginning,” said Julie Su. an attor 
ney for the Asian Pacific Amenca 
Le^ Center, which has been as 
sisting the Thai nationals and i 
among those helping them to fin 
lodging and jobs.

Even as the workers were bein 
freed, investigators seeking th 
identity of purchasers of garment 
manufactured at the El Monte su 
were busily reviewing ledgers, la 
hels. canceled checks and assorte 
paperwork seized from the facilit 

PlaaM lee THAIS. K1
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THAIS: Bail Posted for Workers Found in Sweatsho
Continued from A1
and another garment factory near 
Downtown Los Angeles.

California Labor Commissioner 
Victoria Bradshaw said Friday that 
state investigators would be seek
ing information from yet another 
major retail chain —Miller's Out
post—m connection with clothing 
manufactured at the El Monte site. 
Authorities have already subpoe
naed documents from Mervyn’s, 
and on Thursday. Montgomery 
Ward—the nation's largest pri
vately held retail chain—said it 
had unwittingly purchased boys 
clothing that may have been 
manufactured at the El Monte 
complex.

Fred Ford, senior vice president 
of Hub Distnbuting, which owns 
Miller's Outpost, said. "As far as we 
know, we have not” bought cloth
ing produced at the El Monte 
sweatshop.

State and federal labor officials 
^lan a joint announcement next 
week unveiling subpoenas of up to 
20 other firms that may have 
bought the sweatshop-produced 
garments, said John Duncan, chief 
deputy director of the California 
Department of Industrial Rela
tions.

TT n another development, a
I South El Monte building in- 

JLspector said Friday that U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service officials never contacted 
him back in 1992, when the INS 
closed its initial investigation—a 
decision that has prompted sharp 
cnticism of the agency. State au
thorities have already denied re
ceiving any referral from the INS, 
so the official's comment leaves the 
INS without corroboration of its 
contention that the matter was 
referred by telephone to state and 
local authorities.

INS officials concede that agen
cy procedures call for such refer
rals to be noted in writing in the 
case file, a process that was not 
followed here.

Many, if not all. of the 72 Thai 
nationals —67 women and five 
men—are expected to serve as 
witnesses in the federal prosecu
tion of the sweatshop overseers, 
eight of whom have already been 
charged with harboring or trans
porting illegal immigrants. Prose
cutors may add other charges, 
including peonage and conspiracy, 
and investigators are still seeking 
other principals and smugglers be
lieved to be linked to the operation.

wsmk/M

TODDBlGELOW / ForliwTImci
Freed Thai sweatshop workers pray Friday night at Wat Thai Buddhist 
temple in North Hollywood after their release from federal custody.

Once released Friday afternoon, 
the former factory workers left for 
the church where members of the 
Thai community had arranged 
lodging for the night They also 

-.visited the Wat Thai Buddhist 
7 tempie in North Hollywood, a reli- 
• gious and cultural center where 

members of the area's Thai com- 
; munity had gathered to greet 
;^them.

The 18 women and three men 
knelt and bowed their heads rever
ently as saffron-robed Buddhist 
monks blessed them, chanting su- 
tras by a lavish altar backed by a 
room-sized golden Buddha sutue. 
The workers grinned and hugged 
each other joyously as they filed 
out the temple hall for a banquet of 
Thai cuisine.

Aroon Seeboonniang, chairman 
. of the Thai Assn, of Southern 

California, stopped a cluster of 
women and asked how they felt 
about their new freedom.

"We’re happy!" they chirped in 
unison as they turned, displaying 
broad gnns that suggested both 
excitement and relief.

Their release followed lengthy 
. negotiations involving federal offi- 

cials. defense lawyers. TTiai com
munity represenutives and labor 
leaders. Volunteer groups have 
agreed to sponsor the former facto
ry hands and provide them with 
housing. Thai community and labor 
groups, assisted by the Thai con
sulate. helped raise the funds to

post the bond, representatives said.
The release on Friday came nine 

days after a multi-agency task 
force swooped down on the El 
Monte sweatshop complex, an ac
tion that exposed slave-like condi
tions that have shocked the nation 
and the world.

'The 72 immigrant laborers were 
immediately taken into federal 
custody after the raid Aug. 2. TTie 
INS agreed Friday to their release, 
and said all would be able to work 
as long as their presence is needed 
for the prosecution of the alleged 
sweatshop operators.

However, all 72 Thai nationals 
will most likely face depoitation 
proceedings once their testimony is 
no longer needed. Behind their 
presence, authonties suspect, is a 
sophisticated smuggling and 
forced-labor ring that recruited 
the workers in Thailand, provided 
them with false immigration docu
ments and promptly dispatched 
them to El Monte, where they were 
kept in debt servitude and threat
ened with beatings if they at
tempted to escape.

Apparel firms that purchased 
garments from the El Monte com
plex—an unlicensed facility—could 
be held legally liable for wage 
violations and may be required to 
help cover up to $5 million in back 
pay that is due the workers, au
thorities said.
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A 3 state officials focused on
/A the role of retail outlefs. 

■L A. federal investigators were 
scrutinizing the business of a half- 
dozen or so Los Angeles-based 
garment distributors and manufac
turers that may have purchased 
goods produced at the El Monte 
site for resale to reuilers nation
wide.

Steven Katz, vice president of 
L.F. Sportswear-one of the Los 
Angeles firms contacted by federal 
labor officials—described his com
pany Friday as a “victim" of the 
situation. "We’re doing everything 
in our power to get to the bottom of 
it." said Katz, who declined further 
comment.

Another Los Angeles clothing 
concern. New Boys, denied Friday 
that it had ever purchased clothing 
from an unregistered manufactur
er. and declared that its officials 
knew nothing of any sweatshop 
labor. One of New Boys' retail 
customers, Montgomery Ward, the 
Chicago-based retaU giant, filed 
suit this week against New Boys, 
contending that New Boys was a 
conduit for boys knit shirts pro
duced at the El Monte facility.

Michael Dave, an attorney for 
New Boys, said the disputed gar
ments were purchased from D&R 
Fashion, which he described as a 
licensed apparel firm in Los Angel
es. Federal and state authorities 
suspect that the D&R site on West 
12th Place just west of Down
town—which investigators raided 
on the same day as the raid on the 
El Monte facility—served as a

finishing site and front for the 
unlicensed El Monte sweatshop.

Moreover. Bradshaw said. D&R’s 
license expired in March. A federal 
source said investigators have de- I 
tailed more than $300,000 in checks 
from New Boys to D&R between 
June 16and July 28.

On another front, interviews 
with city employees in El Monte 
and South El Monte shed new light 
on the question of how the sweat
shop had been allowed to operate 
with impunity for so long.

Records have indicated that, as 
early as the spring of 1992. INS 
officials suspected there was a 
sweatshop in the two-story apart
ment building on Sanu AniU Ave
nue. INS officials have said, how
ever. that their investigation that 
year hit a brick wall when the U S. 
attorney s office in Los Angeles 
determined that they lacked suffi
cient evidence to obtain a search 
warrant.

Without the warrant, the INS 
has said, it was forced to dose the 
case. INS officials have contended 
that they then called sute labor 
officials and a local building code 
enforcement officer and notified 
them of the bootleg factory.

But state labor officials have said . 
they have no record or recollection ! 
of any such referral. And on Fri- ; 
day, the building code officer ■ 
named by the INS said he couldn’t 
remember receiving such a call 
either.

INS Agent Richard Kee has said 
that when he closed the investiga
tion in 1992. he referred the matter 
to Gil Lopez, who investigates 
complaints of building code viola
tions for the city of South El 
Monte. Kee said he chose Lopez 
because INS officials had worked 
with him before, even though the 
complex is within the jurisdicUon of 
neighboring El Monte.

But on Friday, Lopez said he 
"was not told anything by anyone 
at the INS” as far as he could 
recall.

Officials in E3 Monte likewise 
said they had no record of an INS 
referral However city records do 
show that, in 1993. zhe apartment 
house was visited at least three : 
times by inspectors after the city 
received a complaint that someone 
was operating an iUegal business in 
the garage.

El Monte Fire Capt. Kevin Paul
son, who filed the complaint Jan.
18, 1993. said he first visited the 
complex on that date in response to 
a report of smoke at that address.

Paulson said he suspected a 
bootleg business the moment his 
firetruck puUed up to the apart
ment house. "We got to the drive
way, and the only vehicle there 
was a big bobtail truck.” he said. 
Paulson said that he and his crew 
were greeted by two Asian men 
speaking broken English.

When he told them he needed to 
invesUgate a report of smoke in the 
area, he said, the men tried to 
persuade him and his crew that

there was no problem. The two 
were hesitant to open the door of a 
garage from where there appeared 
to be a light on. the firefighter said.

"Finally I think I said something 
like, 'Open the door, now!’" Paul
son recalled. “'They spoke to each 
other a lot in their native language, 
and then finally they opened ii 
And we saw a desk, and I think two 
or three or four sewing machines, 
and boxes and bolts of material."

By that time, Paulson said, the 
smell of smoke had disappeared, 
and he left Later that day. he said, 
he turned the matter over to the 
city’s code enforcement unit. In 
their three subsequent visits, city 
officials only managed to inspect 
the garage and did not discover the 
factory.

TtaMs staff writer RIeherd Simon 
cantittMtod to this report
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Top RetaUers 

May Have Sold 

SweatshopGood
By PATRICK J. McDONNELL 
and PAUL FELDMAN 
times staff writers

Clothing produced at an El Mon
te swauhop raided by uivestiga- 
tors thia month may have ended up 
on the racks of some of the nauon's 
best known department stores, in
cluding Macy's, Robinsons-May 
and FMlene’a, according to fMerai 
officials and documenu obtained 
by The Times.

The list of firms targeted by the 
U.S. Labor Department provides 
the first indication of the volume 
and breadth of the sweatshop’s 
business. The list may grow as the 
investigauon conUnues, authorities 
say.

“Our investigation indicates that 
the clothing produced at El Monte 
was shipped to major reuilers 
throughout the coimtry. " said Wil
liam C. Buhl, a regional adminis
trator of the Labor Department in 
California.

The documents also detail the 
conditions endured by 72 laborers 
who worked in alleged prison-like 
conditions at the barbed-wire- 
fenced El Monte plant. 'The work
ers. investigators concluded, la
bored an average of 115 hours a 
week and were paid 69 cents an 
hour—a fracuon of the legal mini
mum of ii.25 an hour.

Federal and state authorities 
have signaled their intention to go 
to court to hold manufacturers and 
retailers who may have purchased 
sweatshop-produced garments li
able for about $5 million in back 
pay owed the workers.

'The Labor Department investi
gation shows that merchandise 
produced at the inconspicuous El 

PleaM see LABOR, A14
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LABOR: Top Retailers May Have 

Bought Goods Made in Sweatshop
Continued from A1 
.Monte sue may have reached re
tailers from Los Angeles to Boston, 
from Atlanta to Portland. Authori
ties say the El Monte site has been 
functioning since 1988.

Federal officials are expected 
today to name 33 firms—21 retail
ers and 12 manufacturers—from 
which investigators are seeking 
information on the shipments, said 
Buhl. The companies include 
manufacturers, which initially 
purchased the goods, and the re
tailers.

Also on Tuesday, California La
bor Commissioner Victona Brad
shaw said stale authorities will 
unveil subpoenas for the records of 
16 manufacturers that are believed 
to have done business with one or 
more of the alleged front firms for 
the El Monte factory. Authorities 
suspect that much of the business 
from El Monte was funneled 
through one firm. D&R Fashion of 
Los Angeles, whose state license 
expired in March.

Bradshaw said authonties will 
seek information from any retailer 
whose labels were found in the 
Aug. 2 raids at the El Monte and 
Los Angeles sites and a third 
facihty, in Panorama City, that 
may be linked to the operation.

'C’ederal labor investigators have 
JT determined that the 72 Thai 
workers at the El Monte site are 
due more than $4.2 million in back 
wages, while the mostly Latino 
immigrant employees of the Los 
Angeles operation are due at least 
another $300,000. Four El N^nte 
workers are owed more than 
$ 100.000 each m wages.

In statements to investigators, 
the workers said they typically 
toiled from 7 or 8 a.m. until 11 p.m. 
or midnight —with breaks for 
lunch and dinner—and were paid 
in cash on a per-piece rate. "The 
shorter break we take the more 
money I earn." one worker noted.

The workers told investigators 
they seldom left the El Monte site, 
except, one worker said, for occa
sional forays outside to buy grocer
ies—but then only with the opera
tors' permission. They generally 
purchased food and other items on 
site. One worker recounted a major 
outing on the Thai New Year, 
when the operators took them all 
to another factory to celebrate. 
Authorities and acquainunces said 
all were told they were working off 
debts of about $5,000. the up-front 
moi^. allegedly supplied by the 
plihfoperators.

The workers were recruited in 
Thailand and called the boas 
"Aunt”—apparently referring to 
Sunee Manasulangkoon. whom 
federal authonties have identMM
as the ringleader of the operation.

During the raid on the El Monte 
site, federal authorities arrested 
her and seven other defendants— 
three men believed to be her sons, 
two women believed to be daugh- 
ters-in-law and two men suspected 
of having been guards at the facili
ty. The eight—all Thai nationals— 
are now in federal custody on 
charges of harbonng or transport
ing illegal immigrants. Federal au
thorities are seeking two men be
lieved also to be sons of 
Manasulangkoon—one of whom, 
nicknamed 'Sunshine.” is suspect
ed of being the Thailand-based 
recruiter.

Federal and sute authonties are 
working feverishly to delineate the 
Byzantine trail from the sweatshop 
through conduit vendors to the 
nation's retail giants.

Manufacturers who purchased 
the garments from D&R for resale 
to retailers may be held legally 
liable for some of the back wages. 
State authonties have already filed 
suit seeking some $5 million from 
the eight defendants and looking to 
garnish whatever assets are oui- 
sunding. including bank accounts, 
the $853,000 seized at the El Monte 
site and the considerable jewelry 
also found there.

The sute Department of Indus
trial Relations succeeded in win
ning a protective order in Los 
Angeles County Superior Court on 
Monday. The order temporarily 
freezes the assets of the operators 
and their businesses: D&R. SK 
Fashions and S&P Fashions.

But authorities say there is some 
doubt that the huge amount of 
back wages can be collected from 
the defendants alone, or even from 
the manufacturers. Moreover, 
there is some question about the 
potential liability of manufacturers 
that purchased goods from D&R 
before its sute license expired in 
March. D&R had a sute license 
during 1993 and 1994. confirmed 
Bradshaw, the sute labor commis
sioner.

In another development Mon
day. Bradshaw said that two 
manufacturers that federal author
ities say purchased goods from 
D&R are themselves unlicensed—a 
violation of law, she said.

Michael G. Dave, the attorney 
representing the two firms-New 
Boys Inc. and Tomato Inc.—con
firmed that the two firms did not 
have sute registrations. But he 
disputed whether such a sute reg- 
istraUon. or license, was required 
for garment manufacturers.

Tomato reported on tax forms 
that it made more than I3J million 
in paymenu to D&R during 1993 
and 1994. according to federal 
documents obuined by The Times.

Also somewhat murky is the 
extent of financial liability of the 
retailers, some of whom appear to 
have purchased the goods from 
legitimate, licensed manufacturers.

Sute authonties have already 
said they are seeking information 
from Mervyn's, Montgomery Ward 
and Miller's Outpost, but other 
names are ceruin to surface.

Federal documents obUined by 
The Times indicate that a licensed 
Los Angeles manufacturer. L.F. 
Sportswear, purchased garments 
from D&R that were later destined 
for various well-known reuilers. 
including Macy’s West (which 
owns Bullock's). Portland. Ore.- 
based Meier & Frank. Boston- 
based Filene's. Robinsons-May. 
Pittsburgh-based Kaufman's. 
Washington. D.C.-based Hecht's. 
Atlanta-based Rich's and Hous
ton-based Specialty Retailers Inc.

Steven Katz, an L.F. Sportswear 
vice president, said his firm was 
"appalled and outraged" by the 
conditions unveiled at El Monte 
and had signed an agreement with 
the Labor Department pledging to 
monitor all facilities with which it 
contracts.
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ichacl .Margoiis. president of 
• VI New Boys, which purchased 
garments from D&R for resale to 
retailers, said Monday he was ‘to
tally devastated and shocked” 
when he heard about the El Monte 
sweatshop.

According to federal documents. 
New Boys wrote checks totaling 
more than $.jl 1.000 to D&R Fash
ion—the suspected sweatshop 
front—in June and July, after the 
firm's state license expired.

Jim Abrams, vice president of 
corporate communications for the 
May Deptartment Stores, said the 
firm IS continuing to investigate 
whether the El Monte incident 
involves merchandise being manu- 
factured for delivery to any of its 
divisions. May's holdings include 
Meier & Frank. Robinsons-May. 
Filene s. Kaufman's and Hecht’s.

Carol Sanger, vice president for 
corporate communications for 
Federated Department Stores, said 
that her firm has been told by 
authonties that two of its retailing 
divisions-Macy's West and 
Rich's—will be named by federal 
officials today.

Sanger said Federated has not 
been told which vendor may have 
subcontracted with the sweatshop 
or Its front operation. But she 
added that Federated will take 
legal action against any vendor 
that did so.

"When you sign contracts, those 
contracts specifically say all laws 
will be adhered to and there will be 
no violation of any state or federal

statutes in the production," Saneer 
said. ®

Ed i^ornard. owner of Bermo 
Enterpnses. a .Michigan-based dis
count chain, said he has been 
contacted by federal authorities 
about his purchase of men's shirts 
from Paragraff Clothing Co., for
merly based in Los Angeles.

Bernard, whose 11 stores go by 
the name MAX 10. said his firm 
bought a big order of D&R mer
chandise. apparently through Par
agraff. which was going out of 
business.

He said that reuilers are in no 
position to know how the clothing 
they purchase was made and how 
the employees making it were 
treated.

"We're here in Michigan and 
don't know. People offer us prod
uct, we can't oversee who makes it 
for them.

"I was hornfied when 1 heard 
about (the El Monte raid]," Ber- 
nard continued. "But when we go Retailers. Telephone messages lef 
to buy product from companies we were not returned,
don't check to see if they're oper- rim., n .ating legitimate-type operations. utJlT.hS

We can't check. We may buy from 
20 different companies a day. We 
can't be flying across the comitry 
making sure they're taking caiAof 
their employees properly."

A federal source said investiga
tors were seeking information from 
at least two other major firms. 
B.U.M. International, based-in 
Rancho Dominguez, and Speaalty 
Retailers. Telephone messages left 
at the two firms were not returrfed.

^ \
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9 Indictee in 

Alleged Operation 

of Thai Sweatshop
By PATRICK J. McDONNELL 
and PAUL FELDMAN
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

A federal grand jury in Los Angeles 
Thursday indicted nine alleged operators of 
an El Monte apparel sweatshop, charging 
that the forced-labor ring recruited work
ers in Thailand, smuggled them into the 
United States, confined them under threat, 
censored their mail and monitored, their * 
telephone calls.

All nine defendants are charged with 
conspiracy and concealing and harboring 
illegal immigrants. The accused could face 
up to five years in prison and $250,000 fines

Please sec THAIS, B3

THAIS
Centinued from B1 
on each of those charges.

Among those charged is a fugi
tive, Sukit Manasurangkul. 40, 
who, the indictment sUtes, helped 
recruit the workers in Thailand. 
An arrest warrant was issued for 
the alleged recruiter, known to 
some workers as "Sunshine,” who 
is believed to be in Thailand.

Seven suspects are said to be 
related, officials said, including 
four who may be sons of the 
woman believed to be the ring
leader—Suni Manasurangkul, 65, 
whom workers referred to as 
"AunUe." It was she. the indict
ment suted, who ran the El Monte 
operation in matriarchal style, giv
ing the laborers working arid 
sleeping assignments and warning 
them that they were not free to 
leave, an admonition backed by 
threats of violence.

Federal authorities are still 
seeking a 10th suspect, who is also 
believed to be a son of Manasur- 
angkuL The others in custody in
clude two alleged guards at the El 
Monte site and two women be
lieved to be daughters-in-law of 
Manasurangkul.

The first eight alleged ring oper^ 
ators were arrested Aug. 2, when 
officials raided the El Monte gar
ment factory and liberated 72 Thai 
nationals who authorities say were 
being held in near-enslavement 
The investigation is continuing, and 
federal violations including involun
tary servitude and peonage could be 
added, said Assistant U.S. Atty. 
Michael Gennaco.

The five-count indictment adds 
a few new deUils to what is known 
about the incident, the most dra
matic case of alleged slavery un
covered in the United States in 
recent years.

Workers were recruited in Thai
land, provided with false docu
ments enabling them to enter the 
United Slates as tourists, met at 
Los Angeles International Airport 
and transported directly to El 
Monte, officials charged.

Once the workers arrived at the 
factory, authorities charged, the 
sweatshop operators seized their 
passports and took back the. "show 
money” that had been provided to 
them as a cover should U5. Immi
gration officials question them about 
their planned tourist itineraries.

Not only were the workers pre
vent^ from leaving the El Monte 
fadlity, the indictment charges, 
but their overseers restricted their 
communication and movement 
within the “labor camp”—actually 
a converted apartment complex in 
the working-class suburb souths 
east of Los Angeles.

All of the suspects are believed 
to be illegal immigrants, authorir 
ties said, as are the 72 Thai work
ers. I

The workers have said that they 
believed they were working off 
travel debts of about $5,000.

U& and California officials have 
filed lawsuits seeking some $5 
million in back wages due thfe 
fanner workers, who were freed 
from immigration custody last 
week and are expected to serve u 
key witnesses in the criminal case 
against the sweatshop operators.

Others charged in Thursday's 
indictment are: Tavee Uvawas, 35; 
Sunton Rawungchaisong, 30; Ram- 
pa Suthaprasit, 32; Supom Verayu- 
twilai. 29; Seree Granjapiree, 28; 
Hong Wangdee. and Thanes Pan
thong, 30.

California authorities have im
posed fines on a number of Los 
Angeles-area manufacturers that 
may have done business with 
sweatshop-produced goods. The 
firms—fined at the rate of $100 per 
employee at the time of inspec
tion-were cited for operating 
without proper licenses, said state 
Labor Commissioner Victoria 
Bradshaw. They are: AM Casuals 
Inc.. $1,600; Balmara Inc., $30Q; 
Beniko Inc., also known as Point 
Zero. $2,200; F 40 California Inc.. 
$5,500; Ms. Tops of California, 
$1,500; New Boys Inc., $2,700; To
mato Inc.. $4,700; U.S. Boys Inc., 
$23,300. and Jonquil Inc., $300.
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Chancnanit Martoreil of That Community Development, a social service group, with three tread workers on an outing

Feasting on Kindness
Thais Freed From Sweatshop Discover Good Side of Life in Americc
By KARL SCHOENBERGER.
PATRICK j. McDonnell 
and ELSON TRINIDAD
srnriAL to the timu

' I ’hey gathered around a picnic uble
I shaded by towering eucalyptus 
X U-ees in a breezy San Fernando 

Valley park, (our refugees from a honor 
story. Smiling, lauglung. beammg with 
joy and relief.

They re free.
And the future is what they are 

thinking about now. Decent jobs, maybe 
legal sutus in the United Sutes or a 
happy return to Thailand and a long-de
ferred reunion with loved ones.

"Tve gotten strength from my expen- 
ence." said a 25-year-old man who chose 
the ruckname "Mack" to disguise his 
idenuty. "I’m ready to move on.'

Released from the unrelemmg toil of 
to-called tweauhop alavery and the 
ahackJes of the Immigrauon end Natu
ralization Service, these former Thai gar
ment workers are tasting the thnll of 
freedom that authonues say was denied

ihcm during long years of confinemeni 
and torment at a booUeg factory m El 
Monte.

The four are among 72 bewildered 
people bailed out of federal custody by 
friendly strangers a little more than a 
week aga Prison was where they had 
been taken after the Aug. 2 raid on the 
convened El Monte apartment com
pound where, authonues allege, they 
had been fenced in by razor wire and 
lubjecied to forced labor. The INS de
tained them tiecause officials say all 
were workmg here illegally, having 
been smuggled in with false papers.

Since their release, many of the worit- 
eri have been feted. Some attended a 
banquet at the Wat Thai Buddhist tem
ple in North Hollywood. They picnicked 
in Griffith Park. One group vinied 
Universal Studio's CityWalk on Tuesday 
night, then dined ai the Queen Mary in 
Long Beach on Wednesday. Disneyland 
IS on the itinerary (or all. maybe as soon 
as this week.

Now they are enjoying some pnvacy 
as weU as bberty. divided up into small

groups and shdteted by churches am 
commumty orguaxations m confidenua 
locktions. SpoBsen are trying to shiel- 
them, at thdr own request, from. Ui 
medu pack that awarmed them ruthless 
ly when they walked out of INS cusiod 
in Downtown Loa Angeles.

Even eameat mcoibenof Uie local Thr 
community—offering sympathy, dona 
uona and pba—complain that they canne 
get tccesa to many of the freed workers.

But lying low u a matter of peace c 
mind, say community tetivisu who se 
cured their freedom. The workers ex 
press fears of retrtbuuon by aomeon 
who might not want them to tesul 
against their former captors. A federr 
grand jury in Los Angeles last wee 
indicted nine of the alleged (actor 
overlords on charges including trans 
porting and harboring illegal imiiug 
rantk

Whether that fear is justified or noL 
IS part of the trauma of adjustment froi 
abuK to kindnesa.

All 67 women end five men now hav
PlasM THAIS. B
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Six-month work permits, allowing 
them to remain in the United 
States and serve as material wit
nesses, though many may later 
face deportation. But before get
ting back to the gnnd. they are out 
toitave a good time,

< •"Most people in Thailand don’t 
kfiinw much about America, but 
thfcy've heard about Las Vegas, 
Hdliywood and Disneyland.” said 

^Ui.-the name chosen by a 26-year- 
. (fi^'Avoman from an impoverished. 
-Vtilage in northeast Thailand, who 

;;jt«dd she has.been sewing .for a 
living since her early teens. .‘Tmv 
rsalljC excited about going to Dis-- 
negrt^d. It’s like a dream.” v 

A*City Walk last week, a group 
dinO of the Thai workers could 
tqOrdi.passed for ordinary tourists. 
iMuiging in.the.)oy of doing nor- 
'i^Tthings. Tley.were secret ce- 
l^intles, posing for snapshots with 
ataby in a stroller and hamming it: 
uprwith dancersiauthe. Country 
Star restaurant v. .. . . .
n*I3ttle do they know who 

they’re posing with.” joked the- 
^•Mter director T who supervlaed

On Monday they are scheduled 
to begin health screening, in most 
cases seeing doctors and dentists 
for the first time in many years. 
The leisurely pace of adjustment is 
soothing, they say. allowing them 
to catch up on much-needed rest 

Some, however, are restless and 
expressing a wish: the deep desire 
to get back to work.

"We’re kind of lonely,” ex
plained one woman in her 30s, a 
mother of two who gave her name 
as,Oft "We’re used to working all 
the time. Now there's not that 
much to do.”

-OUiis among 22 women and one 
man being sheltered at an Episco- 

-‘pai parish hail in a Los Angeles 
suburb, their accommodations 
courtesy of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Los Angeles. Their cots line the 
t^ and^wood floor of a former 
auditorium, along with open suit
cases displaying simple belongings.

.Clearly, they are happy to be far 
away from the clandestine .apparel 

: factory, where authorities said 
they were held as virtual slaves 
sad paid an average of 69 cents an 
hdux for work that stretched up to

theouting. ‘ -V.. _ : 22 hours a day; seven days a week.
tJinCamacho’s Cantina, volun- 

toeia-instructed them in-proper- 
tSHnlque for dipping tortilla chips 
ifftaCTaa, usiiig Simple.English and . 
I)*ttomime. The womm countered'' 
wHb-a lesson in Thai manners: 
"Swwradee,” they instructed, clasp- 
IngJUieir hands with gentle bows in 
the-traditlonal gesture of greeting. 
T&m came a lesson in hamburgers, 

i Xhter at the shelter they were 
treated to a video concert of the 
Thai pop star Tata, the kind of 
privilege that was denied them at 
the factory. “The feeling is so new,
I ican't really find the words to 
describe it.” said a woman who 
Idajtified herself only as 'Hew. "It 
reaUy.hasn’tsunkinyet.” „ .

■ iA^roup of 23 workers shelter^ 
b]fa Methodist church partied with 
members of .thee congregation 
Thursday night, teaching their 
hosts classical and folk dance steps 
fnbm Thailand in exchange fdr'» 
some rudimentary English train-

S6 numbing was the routine, many 
say they lost track ofdays, 
weeks—even years.

But many of'the workm are 
determined to return to the sewing 
machines that have caused them so 
much misery. Ehren the most de
grading of work had allowed them 
to send some money back to loved 
ones in Thailand, where a few 
doUars can make a big difference in 
thb rural economy.

“Yes, I’d-like to go back to 
Thailand.” said another woman at 
the parish hall who calls herself 
No; She is also a mother whose two 
children are in the care of relatives 
back home. "But not right now. 

. Ftet 1 must work-V. 1 !
to her cot, one'woman at 

theiEpiscopal shelter keeps a big 
brown teddy bear..She hopes to 
take it home to her 3-year-old son 
sane day.

IPHhe horrors of the El Monte
__ ____ 'sweatshop were shocking for

** ‘ v'L.,. „ ■ "■‘••'^Americans, it was equally devas-
I’Head.‘shoulders, knees and''7,tating for the ^workers, who, au-

tots.’: was the children’s song that 
some of them tried to recall amid 
g^les the next day at a park. 
'JDolng everyday chores has been 

aadellght for the workers. 'They 
have cooked meals in communal 
kfichens. gone shopping in Thai 
markets and dined in Thai restau
rants. 'They take walks in : the 
neighborhoods of their shelters, 
careful not to stray too far—yet

thorities say, were enticed here by 
recruiters bearing false promises of 

rprosperity. Yet» .gradually, expo- 
"sure to the outside world is forging 
a new view of this nation. ' • 

“Maybe the reputation of Ameri- 
caps was not so great at fii^ Some 
people were saying Americans 

, have bad hearts.” said Bua, 26, who 
is sheltered at rthe Methodist 
church. “But now 1 love the inde-

rellahlng the freedom to come and^,,„^j>endence^here.-’rhe people .are

**«THAIS.'b4'
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8 Suspects in 

Sweatshop Ring 

Plead Not Guilty
By PAUL FELDMAN 
and CARL INGRAM
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Eight alleged operators of an El Monte 
garmen^weatshop that authoriUes believe 
forced Thai immigrants to work in slave- 
ike conditions pleaded not guilty Monday 

to charges that they concealed and har- 
illegal immigrants, 

‘defendants, all Thai naUonals who 
officials believe are illegal immigrants, are 
being held without baiL They will make 
them next appearance in U.S. District Court 
m Downtown Los Angeles on Monday to
have a trial date set

MeanwhUe. the sute Senate joined an 
investigation into alleged sweatshop oper- 
attons in the Southern California garment 
^us^. subpoenaing the presidents of six 
Los Angeles garment manufacturers to 

Please see SWEATSHOP, B3

: SWEATSHOPI
Continued from B1

' RelaUons
•^datively unusual 

p^ure will be used to gamer 
testimony from sfveraJ 

ma^acturers who have also been 
subgpenaed by the state Deoart- Of Industrial RelaUoIS^d

T^y are: Janet Grojean of Bal- 
Inc., Michael Margolis of New and Voltage Inc.. RoS

cSs w 1?^’ California,

^ko.

CaravanI- ashion Inc., whose firm is proper-

p dirief U.s. District^urt hearing in Los Angeles Mon-
^Sdther^*;” defendants
^d their clients are bewildered by
ii^n out-of-court allega-
TnH against them by sSe
and federal authorities. Based on

Sere !.nH ‘’®*d the
^^^^-^fbsingto'StSemTeven

debUofaboUtSsISeSh®'^

ali^LS cL“. ESrSy

vSfer^H somewhat be-

U.I,

£°r'Lsrn,r„Ts;amand fil peon-
ge and involuntary servitude.

Defense lawyer Irene P. Ayala, 
who represents Suporn (Pom) Ver- 
a^twilai, 29. conceded'that if the 
allegations of near-slavery condi
tions at the barbed-wire-gated El 
Monte factory proved true, "it's rare 
and this is not a routine case."

The eight defendants—who also 
include alleged ringleader Suni 
MMasurangkul. 65. whom workers 
/D m as “AunUe"; Tavee 
(Boi) Uvawas, 35; Sunton (Tom) 
Rawungchaisong. 30; Seree Gran- 
|fP*«!;28; Hong (Daeng) Wang- 
dw, 32. and Thanes (Noi) Pan
thong, 30—each face up to five 
yeare in prison and $250,000 fines 
on the current charges.
^ charged in an indictment 

fugitive Sukit 
t^Jg) Manasurangkul, 40, who 

believe helped recruit 
thoavorkers in Thailand.

AEnext Monday's session. U.S. 
Digt^ct Judge Lourdes G. Baird. 
”'^i?™er U.S. attorney'IhiLos 
Angeles, is due to preside. Hdwev- 
er.‘ auomey Morton H. Boren, who
*r®T ?^r®®®"“"* Granjapiree, told 
U.8^-Magistrate Judge-Charles F.

7 ® problem
wttH. Judge Baird," because the 

federal invesUgaUon of the 
*®^eamp, which was terminated

the U.S. attorney’s office 
decked to seek a search warrant. 
wa«onducted during Baird’s ten
ures 1992.

In Sacramento, the governing 
Senate Rules Committee denied 
SoUs^ additional request that exec
utives of Broadway and Mervyn’s. 
both major California retailers, also 
be summoned to testify Friday.

Committee chairman Bill Lock- 
yer ( D-Hayward) said it would be 
unfair to compel executives of the 
two Califomia retailers who may 
have purchased garments manu
factured at the El Monte sweat
shop, but not also demand testimo
ny ^rom officials of retailers based 
in other sutes. The Legislature has 
no authority to subpoena retailers 
outside California.

FeMman reported from Los Angeles 
and Ihgram from Sacramento.
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Freed Thai Workers File Lawsuit
■ Labor: Charges by 64 
former sweatshop laborers 
include involuntary 
servitude, false 
imprisonment and civil 
rights violations.
By IAN JAMES
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Sixty-four Thai garment work
ers who told authorities they were 
held against their will in an El 
Monte sweatshop filed a civil law
suit against their alleged captors 
Tuesday, seeking several hundred 
million dollars from 11 factory 
operators whom they accused of 
involuntary servitude, false im
prisonment, racketeering, assault, 
and civil rights and labor law 
violations.

Meanwhile, the federal judge 
presiding over a separate criminal 
case filed against nine alleged 
sweatshop ringleaders excused 
herself to avoid any apparent con

flict of interest. U.S. District Judge 
Lourdes G. Baird was the U.S. 
attorney in Los Angeles in 1992 
when federal prosecutors declined 
to seek a search warrant to raid the 
converted apartment complex 
where authorities say Thai immig
rants were lured with the promise 
of a better life, only to toil long 
hours for subminimum wages un
der the threat of armed guards.

A coaiiUon of attorneys repre
senting the workers announced 
their federal lawsuit at a news 
conference attended by a handful 
of the freed laborers.

“We will not be silent in the face 
of exploitation . . . abd we will 
assert our rights in the workplace 
and in the courtroom," said Julie 
Su. staff attorney at the Asian 
Pacific American Legal Center. 
"Today, they are here to fight 
back."

The suit aims to collect compen
satory and punitive damages, in
cluding all unpaid minimum-wage 
and overtime pay, from the sweat
shop operators—an amount total
ing more than 1100 million dollars, 
according to attorneys.

i-

U.S. and California sute officials 
also have filed lawsuits seeking $5 
million in back* wages due the 
workers, who were freed in an 
Aug. 2 raid by a sute-led task 
force.

While it is tough to put a price on 
freedom, the lawyers said, they 
decided on $10,000 compensatory 
damages for each day of freedom 
denied to each Thai worker named 
in the suit Many of those who 
agreed to have their names on the 
suit had cut and sewed under 
threat of violence for as long as 
three years, the attorneys said.

The coalition said the lawsuit is 
intended to send a message to 
garment manufacturers and retail
ers that accounubility is a must in 
an industry with a history of ex
ploiting workers.

The high damage amount was 
partly symbolic, Su said, because 
the alleged operators could not 
totally repay the victims for what 
she called their "recklessness" and 
"Inhumanity."

"It's sort of mind-boggling to put 
a dollar figure on it," Su said.

if

-aausn*.

ANACUrro RAPPING / Lo.Ang«to.Tlin«
G^ent union leader Steve Nutter, left, answers questions at news conference attended by several freed 
Thai workers. The laborers filed suit seeking several hundred million dollars In back wages and damages.
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CRIME RINGS HED 

TO SWEATSHOPS
Groups May Be Smuggling In 

Asians for Garment Work

ByJAMESSTERNGOLD
LOS ANGELES, Aug. 24 - Raids 

by Federal officials this week have 
turned up evidence that Asian organ
ized crime rings may be bringing 
Asian and other foreign workers inta 
Southern California illegally, specifi
cally to work in sweatshops in the 
area’s booming garment manufac
turing industry.

This IS the second time in three 
weeks that such evidence has been 
turned Government officials 
said. The raids, which were carried 
out on Wednesday by the Immigra
tion and Naturalization Service, 
found 56 illegal immigrants at three 
sweatshops here. Most were Thais 
who appear to have been recruited to 
cut and sew garments destined for 
major American department stores, 
Labor Department officials said. 
They also said it appeared that some 
of the garments might have been 
shipped to J. C. Penney.

In the latest case, the abuses have 
been swept up in Presidential poli
tics, inciting bitter exchanges today 
between officials of the Clinton Ad
ministration and Gov. Pete Wilson of 
California — not over how the abuses 
can be stopped or their ominous eco
nomic significance, but over who is 
to blame.

Mr. Wilson, who is staking his bid 
for the 1996 Republican Presidential 
nomination in part on his battle 
against illegal immigration, assert
ed in a letter to Attorney General 
Janet Reno that the Clinton Adminis
tration had ‘‘allowed slavery to exist 
for years in the United States and 
ignored it." The Governor called for 
an investigation of the authorities 
here who oversee immigration mat
ters, but the Justice Department in
sisted that It was effectively enforc-

Printed

Continued on Page AW. Column 1
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Raids Link Organized Crime to Sweatshops
( iiiiliniK'd I'Kim rn/’c Al 

inc ihr Inws
,,, In (lie cat lior case, 72 Thai woman 
who immiuratpcl here illegally were 
fmintl heing held in slave-like condi- 
lioiis in a laclory in FI Monie, in east 
I (IS Angeles, some for as long as 
sfvcii yea IS.

ose raids wet e conducted by the 
s authorities after Federal Im- 
inigiiiiion officials, first in the Bush 
Atiminisiration and then in the flin- 
|rm Administralion, investigated but 
Ie,fused lo art.

" rheic's a sense that this is the tip 
(>f the iceberg," said Julie Su, a law
yer at the Asia Pacific American 
l egal ('enter who is representing 
most of the lhai women found in the 
1.1 Monte raid. "Ihere are indica
tions that these kind of labor law 
violations tire rampant here.”

William Slattery, the immigration 
agency's executive .issociate com
missioner for operations, said there 
was a pal tern of Asian-based crime 
groups rerruiting Asian woikers 
with piomises of high wages, and 
then triinsporting them illegally to 
V' ''alilornia sweat.shops.

hese Asians are not here by 
accident, " he said "They are here 
hecanse of Asian organi/.ed crime 
groups."

I he raids carry troubling econom
ic impllctilions. While Southern Cali- 
lornia has been losing lens of thou
sands of high-paying jobs in the 
aetospace indusliy anti •-’.'iih mili- 
lai y contractors, the garment indus
try has been tipplauded for adding 
jobs nearly as ftisl But now there is 
(tint ern over what kinds of jobs are 
heing created and how they nitty be 
disioiiing the economy here.

Soiiiht'i'n Ctilifoi Ilia has surpas.sed 
fJew 'link City tis the nation's larg- 

-•■sCgtirmeni mtiiiiifacluiing center, 
with ahoiii Tiri.OOIl workers culling 
and ‘:ewiiig, apparel The l.alior De

partment estimates (here are 4,000 
legally registered garment contrac
tors in the area, and perhaps 1,000 
illegal shops.

The industry has been known as a 
persistent violator of labor laws for 
some time. A survey done by the 
Labor Department 14 months ago 
found that 79 percent of the Shops 
investigated were failing to pay 
workers properly for overtime, and 
69 percent failed to pay the mini
mum wage to all their workers.

William C. Buhl, the department’s 
regional administrator here, said to
day that it appears that some of 
those jobs are going to illegal immi
grants who are being recruited by 
organized crime rings.

■'That indicates a serious prob
lem." he said. "We're concerned 
that there might be some kind of 
process of recruitment just for this 
jiurpo.se.”

Mr. Buhl said department officials 
found that the illegal workers caught 
on Wednesday were apparently 
owed back wages totaling more than 
$'200,000. He also said the shops 
might have fabricated time cards In 
an effort to show compliance with 
the labor laws.

Garment industry authorities said 
Ihere were several deeper economic 
problems al work. One is the fact 
that, with more and more garments 
produced in places like China, where 
wages are a fraction of those in the 
United States, American factories 
are finding it harder to compete ex
cept in small niches. Some manufac
turers accu.se (he retailers of apply
ing loo much pressure on them to 
keep prices down.

"The retailors in the past turned a 
blind eye to the effect of their insist
ing always on rock-boliom prices 
from the manufacturers," said Rich
ard Keinis, a lawyer who lepre.senls 
eight liirgo manufacturers who have 
initialed a voluntary labor law com

pliance program.
Some manufacturers -maintain 

that the real problem is lax enforce
ment of the labor laws, which has 
created an incentive for sweatshops 
—V most of them sub contractors to 
the larger manufacturers — to hire 
illegal workers and pay them less 
than the minimum wage.
.;Vlt’s the total lack of enforcement 

of the labor laws that attracts these - 
undocumented workers in the first' 
pl^ce," said Ms. Su, the lawyer at the 
Asian Pacific American Legal Cen
ter "!f you have these kind of raids 
it will only push them farther under- 
gipund."

'Rick Rice, a spokesman for the 
California Department of Industrial 
R|^tions, said. "There is a sensei 
t|B the fact that the laws have not 
l^n enforced properly has allowed 
tnv industry to grow so fast here."

The immigration agency said 
Wednesday's raids were the result of 
a tip it got from someone who had 
been emboldened by the publicity, 
over the raid on the El Monte fac
tory. Of the 56 people being held 
today. 39 are Thai. 9 are Mexican, 6' 
are Saivadoran, one is Honduran and 
one is Laotian, the agency said.

No criminal charges have been 
brought yet, but Federal officials 
said they were likely soon. In the El 
Monte case, nine lhai citizens were 
indicted on criminal charges that 
they brought the women here and 
held them illegally.

State officials identified only J. C. 
Penney as a destination for gar
ments made at the three shops, al
though they said (here were others.

Hank Rusman, u spokesman for 
J. C. Penney, said that the company 
had not yet determined whether it 
had bought garments from the 
sweatshops, but added that it "will 
lake appropriate action" if that was 
borne out.

"J.C. Penney has always lieen a

A4iort*iod I'rr.s.^
Work in a garment sweatshop in Los Angeles was halted on Wednes
day when Immigration and Naturalization Service agents took 56 illegal 
aliens into custody. The aliens, most Thais, worked at three sweatshops.

law-abiding company and we arc 
veiy (lisluihcd by Ihc reports," he 
said

But the discussion today about the 
problem qimkly degenerated into 
finger-pointing by Federal and stale 
officials c.iger lo score polilicjil 
points.

Virginia Bradshaw, (he slate iaiior 
commissioner, complained dial Fed
eral immigration officials had acted 
impmpei'ly bv not notifying the slate 
of its actions beforehand. "We were 
notified by the piess," she said. "For 
thetn to exclude us like th.it is highly 
unusii.'il"

.She added: "W,is this foi polilital

purposes’ I here doesn't seem to be 
any other conclusion you c an draw"

Ms. Bradshaw suggested that Fed
eral officials had moved swiftly this 
week after being emharras.sed by 
the C.overnmcnt's lark of action In 
tlie FI Monte case Not only had the 
Immigration agency failed to initiate 
a raid after receiving a (ip about the 
Thtti workers several years ago, but 
it had also withdrawn from the state- 
run raid at the List minute, s.iying it 
could not obtain a warrant.

Mr .Slattery of the immigration 
agency rejected (hose charges. He 
said the agi'iic y had ac ted pro()erly 
at :dl times.



Agency Missteps Put Illegal Aliens at Mercy ofSweatshops
By JAMES STERNGOLD

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 20 - With 
the raids on garment sweatshops 
here last month producing the spec
tacle of scores of illegal Thai Immi
grants being kept as virtual slaves, 
state and Federal investigators have 
begun pointing fingers at each other 
while Issuing assurances that they 
are taking action'to flush out such 
operations.

But an examination of past Inves
tigations In Southern California, 
home to the country's largest gar
ment industry, shows that a series of 
missteps dating at least to 1988 have 
left the workers at the mercy of 
groups tied to Asian organized crime 
rings, with little chance of being rescued.

The local office of the Immigra
tion and Naturalization Service ap
pears to have had several chances to 
address the problem uncovered in 
the sweatshop raids last month at El 
Monte, In eastern Los Angeles Coun
ty. But no acuon was uken because 
of a lack of cooperation among Fed- 
eraL state and local agencies and 
because of what one agent described 
as a personality conflict within the 
immigration office.

in some ways, critics say, the Gov
ernment’s failure to take action il
lustrates deep shortcomings in the 
Immigration service’s effon to pro
tect immigrants. It ajso demon
strates how competing economic in- 
tereau discourage local and state 
governments from cracking down on 
a problem that has become perva
sive In garment districts from Man
hattan to Los Angeles.

"Enforcement has always been a 
stepchild" of the Immigration serv-

A garment industry 
problem caused in 
part by politics and 
competing economic 
interests.

ice. said Demetrios G. Papademe- 
triou. an authority on immigration 
policy at the Carnegie Endowment 
for Peace. "Businesses complain 
about the disruptions" caused by 
strict enforcement, and enforcement 
cosu are very high, he added.

Politics also plays a role. Gov. 
Pete Wilson has twice vetoed bills 
that would have held big manufac
turers responsible for monitoring 
their subcontractors’ compliance 
with labor and Immigration laws.

Proponents of such laws say they 
would make it more difficult to ex
ploit Illegal aliens. But Mr. Wilson, a 
Republican, has said such regula
tions would place too great a burden 
on manufacuirers and would drive 
them out of the sute.

There Is little doubt that the prob
lem of worker abuse at garment' 
factories Is huge and growuig. Last 
Friday, Federal labor Investigators 
said routine inspections of SO gar
ment contractors here had turned up 
wage and overtime violations at S6 
sites, shortchanging some 600 work
ers by more than 8500.000. And those 
were all legally registered factories

Early last month, in the first of the 
recent series of raids. 72 illegal 
aliens were found In peonage at one 
site in El Monte. They had been

smuggled here by an organized 
crime gang that confiscated their 
passports and told them part of their 
earnings would be kept to repay the 
costs of bringing them here. Federal 
and state officials said. The immi
gration agency acknowledged that 
the El Monie factory had come un
der suspicion once before, in 1992.

In that instance, the agency Inves
tigated lor three months, secretly 
observing the site, but It dropped the 
case after a request for a ciimlnal 
warrant was denied. Federal pros
ecutors have said the request was 
rejected because the initial tip came 
from an anonymous source, which Is 
considered inadequate support for a 
Federal warrant, and because the 
information was too old.

The immigration agency now says 
that Instead of seeking a civil war
rant to gain entry into the site. It 
passed along the Information to state 
and local officials and left It at that 

But people familiar with the Inves
tigation. who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the same Thai 
sweatshop owners had been Investi
gated even earlier. In 1988. These 
people said an immigration agent 
found evidence that Illegal Immi
grants were being held there. He 
delivered a letter Informing the own
ers that an inspection would take 
place In a lew days. But by the time 
the Inspector returned, the workers 
had been whisked away.

Three years later, the Immigra
tion agency had another opportunity 
to stuck the problem of Illegal Thai 
immigrants being held In such condi
tions. In mid-May 1991, PhU L Bon
ner Jr., a special agent with the 
immigration agency here, wrote sev
eral memorandums proposing raids 
on five garment sweatshops because 
he had Information that perhaps 200 
Illegal Immigranu were being held 
there.

Another shop owner had Informed 
him, Mr. Bonner wrou, that the 
Thais had been smuggled here by an 
organized crime ring. He also said 
he had been uid that a Los Angeles 
police officer was mvolved In smug
gling and guarding the workers.

Mr. Bonner proposed placing Thai 
workers In those factories to gather 
evidence, and suggested raiding the 
sweatshops.

No action was uken. Mr. Bonner 
says he was disciplined, apparently 
because of a personality clash with 
supervisors, according u a pendmg 
discrfmlnaiion suit he filed against 
the agency in July 1992. The suit also 
says he was not allowed to speak 
Thai In the office or w pursue any 
cases related u Thais.

Mr. Bonner says In his suit that he 
was discriminated against because 
he married a Thai woman and 
speaks Thai, and that the III will 
toward him caused the agency UJ 
mishandle the inquiry.

William S. Slattery, the Immigra
tion agency's executive associate 
commissioner for operations, said 
the agency would not comment on a 
pending lawsuit but added that no 
valid Investigation had been run im
properly.

The agency began this year’s In
vestigation after It got a tip from 
someone who had escaped from the 
El Monte factory. When the raid on 
the El Monte sweatshops took places 
on Aug. 2. state officials, not the 
immlgraiion agency, led the raid, 
even though the Federal agents had 
spearheaded the Investigation.

The escapee, a Thai woman, had 
told a lawyer, William Llvutgston, 
about sweatshop conditions at the

Politica and competing economic interetu have discouraged F^eral 
and sute investigators from cracking down on sweatshops in the 
garment indua^. Two of the 72 illegal aliens found in peoruge at a 
squalid shop in El Monu, in eastern Los Angeles County, left a 
detention center early last month after being held as material witnesses.

factory. Mr. Livingston passed along 
the information in May. and the 
agency began an Inquiry. This time 
Mr. Bonner, who had been trans-' 
ferred to another immigration serv
ice office In the Los Angeles area 
because of his lawsuit, was involved

He observed the shop, a group of 
apanments surrounded by a fence 
and razor wire, from an adjacent 
trailer park. He discovered that ma
terials and finished goods were go
ing In and out of the shop, but work
ers neither entered nor left

The Immigration agency brought 
stale Labor Depanment officials 
into the Inquiry. The agency was still 
trying to get enough information for 
a Federal warrant when state offi
cials moved on their own. Soon after 
the predawn raid began, the Immi
gration agency was called in and the 
Thai shop owners were arrested.

Late last month the Immigration 
service raided a different group of 
sweatshops In Los Angeles County. 
In these raids. 58 Illegal Immigrants, 
most of them Thais, were found to be 
working in appalling condiUons, the 
Government said, even though they 
were not being held as slaves.

But that assenlon Is now being 
questioned. Julie Su. a lawyer repre- 
sentmg many of the workers in a 
lawsuit against the owners, said they 
had. In fact, been held in servitude 
but had been intimidated by their 
captors Into denying il She said the

shop owners had Initially been de
tained with the workers, which al
lowed them to continue threatening 
the workers with reprisals.

Asked about the El Monte case, 
the Immigration agency acknowl
edged the 1988 Investigation. But Mr. 
Slattery, the agency official, insisted 
that all cases Involving the Thais had 
been handled properly.

"I don’t think there's anything I 
would have done dlfferenUy in 1995." 
he said in an Interview "In 1992, Tm 
not sure I would have done anything differently."

Many experts say the enforce
ment agencies will never have 
enough agenu to police an industry 
that Is so large and growing so fast, 
and whose underground elements 
can so easily close shops and move 
on. The alternative being pushed by 
Federal labor officials is to make the 
big manufacturers and reuilers re- 
sponalble for Insuruig that labor 
laws are followed by subcontractors.

"The goal la to get the major re- 
ullers to take a strong stand and use 
their leverage," Labor Secretary 
Robert B. Reich said in a recent 
Interview. On Sepc 12, he met with a 
number of large retailers and manu
facturers in New York who said they 
might consider volunury compli
ance programs
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Letters to The Times

Thai Workers
■ Thank you, Julie Su (and the Skadden 
Fellowship you’re working with), for 
making it possible to be proud of at least 
some people in the sorry El Monte sweat
shop scandal (Sept. 4). When they had 
been saved from sweatshop slavery, only to 
face INS incarceration, thank you for 
working so hard to give these poor working 
women some of the freedom for which our 
country sunds.

And thank you too for returning some of 
the Thai-style hospitality to those workers. 
It's the same kind of hospitality many of us 
received as GIs in northeastern Thailand 
during the Vietnam War era. And my wife 
and I have received it each time we’ve 
returned to Thailand. It’s great thal we are 
able to dwell on that hospitality—both Julie 
Su’s and our friends’ in Thailand—rather 
than the greed of the Thai sweatshop 
gangsters and the bureaucratically small- 
minded who might have kept those women 
locked up unti they were deported. Set 
them free—they’ve earned at least that 
much.

STEVE JORGENSEN 
Dana Point
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Attorney Thongbai Thongpao speaks with his clients In Bangkok 
who'say they are owed wages earned at El Monte garment shop.

' • I t

Nightmare Continues for Thai Workers
■ Labor: Ex-employees of 
El Monte swratshop 
seeking back wages telj of 
receiving phone threats.
By ELIZABETH LU
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

BANGKOK. Thailand-As one 
of eight children in a poor north
ern Thai family, Rungthiwa 
McAllister had two visions of her 
future: In one, she was bent over 
in a rice paddy under the blister
ing sun, standing ankle-deep in 
mud from dawn until dusk to eke 
out a meager living, Just as her 
parents did. In the other, she was 
a glamorous airline hostess jetting 
off to exotic places.

Neither scenario came true.
Please see THAIS, B6

Thai Workers Sue Top Clothing 

Businesses Over El Monte Plant
By K. CONNIE KANG
TIMES STAFF WRITER

A ttorneys for 68 Thai garment workers who once toiled in 
alleged prison-like conditions in El Monte on Wednesday 

J. A. took manufacturers and retailers, including Mervyn's and 
B.U.M. International, to court, charging that the defendants 
unlawfully profited from the workers' labor.

The companies were added to a federal complaint filed last 
month that accused the El Monte plant operators of violating the 
13th Amendment prohibition against involuntary servitude and 
peonage, false imprisonment, racketeering, assault and labor law 
violations.

"These workers labored over sewing machines in dark 
garages and poorly lit rooms, making clothes for brand name

Please see GARMENT, B6
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GARMENT
Continued from B1 
manufacturers that were then sold 
in some of the biggest retail stores 
m America.” said Julie Su, a staff 
attorney at the Asian Pacific 
American Legal Center.

The lawyers are seeking $10,000 
for each worker for every day they 
spent in the El Monte factory. 
Since some of the workers spent up 
to seven years at the plant, such an 
amount would add up to many 
millions of dollars.

Representatives of Mervyn’s and 
B.U.M. International vigorously 
disputed the charges and said the 
suit lacked merit

B.U.M. International Chairman 
Morton Forshpan and Mervyn’s 
spokeswoman Sandy Salyer said 
their companies have no record of 
doing business with those operat
ing the El Monte facility.

Also named in the amended 
lawsuit are SK Fashions. S&P 
Fashions. D&R Fashions. Tomato 
Inc., L.F. Sportswear, Ms. Tops of 
California, Topson Downs of Cali
fornia, New Boys Inc. and Italian 
Club of California.

Since their dramatic rescue in 
August by state and federal au
thorities, the 72 workers have 
found work and now live in Los 
Angeles, said Chanchanit Marto- 
rell, executive director of the Thai 
Community Center, a nonprofit 
social service agency that played a 
key role in helping the workers 
relocate. Some of the former work
ers chose not to sue.

Martorell said many continue to 
suffer from physical and mental 
ailments. They have been tested 
for tuberculosis, blurred vision, 
headaches, back pains and ulcers. 
But getUng them to seek psycho
logical counseling has been diffi
cult because of a cultural stigma, 
Martorell said.

More than half have returned to 
jobs in the garment industry while 
others clean, baby-sit or do other 
odd jobs for a living.

"Some were so traumatized that 
they didn’t even want to see an
other sewing machine,” Martorell

said.
The Thais were allowed to work 

and remain in the United States 
because they may be called as 
witnesses in the federal criminal 
trial, which is slated for January.

Meanwhile, the Thais are getting 
a taste of real life in America.

“Ail the little things we take for 
granted—such as opening a check
ing account, getUng an ATM card 
and taking the bus—are new to 
them,” Martorell said.

"It took me an hour the other 
day just to teach them how to sign 
their name in English,” she said.

On Saturday, they will start 
their first English class. Next 
week, they wiU go to an MTA 
office to get monthly bus passes.

The workers say they were 
forced to work in dismal conditions 
to pay off the cost of their passage 
to the United States after they 
were lured to leave their homeland 
for Los Angeles.
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WRaidsThe image of laborers slaving for inhumane stretches of time is no longer a fading picture of 
early 20th century life. Garment lawyers are hoping to change that for good. By Penny Arevalo

awyers for the garment industry are finding themsehes somewhere 
between the proverbial rock and a hard place. The topography is 

H made even more uncomfortable by its location —center stage.
The discovery in August of a garment manufactuier operating in 

an El Monie apanment complex allegedly holding 72 workers, all 
from Thailand, against their will shone new light on an old problem. 
The workers were forrxd U> labor up to 22 hours a in exchange 
for then- passage to the United Scatn Their dirty living conditions 
were recorded by television news cameras, their bosses' dirty little 
secret out

The image of employees slaving in semKiarkness for inhumane stretches of 
time was no fonger a fading picture of early 20th century life — it captured work- 
■|ng conditions at the end of the century as well The El Monte raid on SK Fash
ion and D & R Fashion, in fact, was one of a halFdozen or so that month in the 
greater Los Angeles area alone.

Soon after the raid, Julie Su. an attorney just one year out of law school went 
before the cameras that had peered into the untidy rooms of the El Monte sweat
shop. An anomey with the Asian Pacific American Legal Center. Su announced 
the filing of a lawsuit on behalf of 64 of the Thai nationals, seeking milfions of dol
lars in back wages and overtime. Benemtig v. Uvawat. 95-5958 WDK. She also 
called for responsibility up and down the clothes line: finm the manufacturers 
who subcontracted with the El Monte sweatshop and the El Monte operators to

the retailers like Mervyn's and HUD Distributing (known as Miller’s Outpost) 
that were scheduled to put those items on their racks. A federal criminal case 
out of Los Angeles is pending as wett. t/.Sl v. Muiiaainntgihif. CR95-714.

Just two weeks ago. Department of Labor Secretary Robert B. Reich called to
gether retailers in New York for a summit on the issue.

While partidpants walked away with cautious optimism in light of an interdis
ciplinary pledge to cooperate, it appears that the perception of who is responsible 
for the exploitation of cheap labor and what can be done about it is based on 
one's location on the garment industry continuum. Otnsider

• They need to be held legally li^le, both manufactuiers and retaiteTS." says 
Su.

• TiVe do think we have a major role to play, but our role is not to find (sweat
shop operatorsi the Labor Department can find." says Morris G. Cain, vice presi
dent of legal and public a&irs for the International Man RetaOers Association. 
His organization represents mass discount stores, such as Target and Wal-Mart 
as well as nongarment retailers such as Home Depot and Circuit City. The re
tailers don't know (which contractors or subcontractors are sweatshopsl. and 
don't have any involvement in h. You might as well go after the consumer who 
has the garment in the closet"

• "Everybody up and down the line is responsible." says Jose M'lllan, assistant 
labor commissioner for CaKtomia who oversees garment manufacturing. He is 
also an anomey Among those responsible for the problent albeit not legally li-
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GUESS
“We’d rather have [the 

contractors work] legally and 

comply with the law and have 

quality.” — Deborah Siegel

able, are the consumers who pur
chase the clothes and the immigrants 
who agree to work under the table, 
says Millan. The government, he 
says, cannot handle this alone.

* “Selkpolicing can be real or just 
... for show." says Robert K. Hood, a 
senior group leader in the J.C. Pen
ney legal departmenL 'It comes down 
to whether you have a company that 
believes in legal compliance and 
ethics."

Under California law. registered 
manufacturers are wholly liable for 
their own actions. When a manufac
turer or retailer directly contracts 
with another manufactuier that is not 
registered with the state, then liability 
is held jointly. A law reintroduced 
shortly after the raid by state Sen.
Hilda Solis, D-Q Monte, proposes to 
hold the manubcturer liable for labor 
law violations regardless of whether 
the subcontiactor is registered with 
the state. (Gov. Pete Wilsoo vetoed a 
similar law last year, claiming it would 
drive the garment industry out of Cal
ifornia.)

Larry Weiss, coordinator of the 
labor and global economy project of 
the Resource Center of the Americas,
wrote in the Minneapolis Star Tribune earlier this month that hundreds of 
thousands of workers can be found in sweatshops that are largely concen
trated in Los Angeles. San Francisco. New York and Miami There, many of 
them — mostly women — are paid between 15 cents and 90 cents an hour. 
Some are childten: some are forced to work or face corporal punishment or 
sexual harassmenl Some are requited to stay until the last piece is finished, 
others take their work home with them to finish beixe the next shill begins.

The way J.C. Petuiey Cio. Inc. of Plano. Texas sees it too many manufactur
ers want its business for it to put up with lawbreakers There’s a lot of suppli
ers out there. There’s no ne^ to deal with one that is unwilling or unable to 
honor its (legal commitmentsl.' says Hood.

J.C. Petuiey builds into its contracts — as many manufacturers and retail
ers do — a clause that requires aD contractors and subcontTKtors ui cottgily 
with the federal Fair Labor Standards Act

Other companies, such as Dqton Hudson Corp. of Minneapolis — and its 
Haywartkbased subsidiary Mervyn’s — adopt codes of conduct for their sup
pliers, including a requirement that they comply with aO labor laws. The Day- 
ton Hudson code includes a 'commitment to the betterment of wages and 
benefit levels that address the basic needs of workers and their families." 
Mervyn’s general counsel Marjorie Randolf referred a reporter to Dayton 
Hudson general counsel James’T. Hale, who was unavailable for an interview.

However, actxutling to an editorial in the July 3 Wall Street Journal such 
codes 'represent little more than press release gambits, designed to coax 
Americans inui believing that they can shop with a dear conscience.'

Su agrees that many retailers talk a good game, but she charges that's all 
they do. A contract clause that requires legal compliance is just a way to avoid 
liability.

“Until they match their rhetoric with some kind of action, then those Idixls 
of dauses are just the manufacturers' and retailers’ way of pushing liability 
downward.

■"piey create legal fictions.' Su says. They still allow sweatshops to flour
ish."

Some of the intricacy in deciding who should be held liable, according to 
Millaa California’s labor commissiooer in charge of the garment industry, 
comes in defining who is a manufacturer and who is a retailer. For example, 
many retailers contract with manufacturers to carry a private label Although 
the retailer may never have an employee cut material or sew a sleeve, they 
may. under Cafifomia law. be consideTed manufacturers. Then, the same 
dangers in cootnedog with another manufactuier who isn’t registered with 
the dale would apply.

The Gap Inc. of San Ftaodsco requested the state Labor Department give 
an opinioa about itx opentioas. Millan says. When state regutoots decided it 
was a retailer as wen as a manufactuier. it took its business obhoie to Arnerv 
can Samoa and Saipan, he says. A Gap attorney, general counsel Anne Gust 
(fid not return esDs seeking commenL

At the same time, with the proliieratioo of factory outlets wkI specialty bou
tiques, manufactuieis can also be consideted retaOen when th^ sell their
own goods.

Two affilialed companies that have a comprehensive program going be
yond contractual clauses to sniff out sweatshops ate Four Le Bebe Inc. and 
Guess?, both of Los Angeles Officials there concede they fit a number of defi
nitions — that of retailer, wholesaler and iruuiufaclurer. At Pour Le Bebe. 
which licenses the Guess’ name for its line of baby and children’s ckxhes and 
skin and hair care products, two full-time investigators employed by the com-

4-1f
pany drop by unannounced up to 
three times a week to each of its ap
proximately 60 contiactors. accord
ing to general counsel Deborah 
Siegel. They hunt for signs of labor 
law violations. They check time 
cards, verify workers’ compensation 
insurance, even show up early to 
make sure workers aren't arriving 
with homework.

Also, contractors are not allowed to 
subcontract the work without the 
company’s written consent 

The program is modeled after one 
at Guess? that tan into some trouble 
of its own with the Labor Department 
in 1992. After repeatedly being dted 
for selling ‘hot goods.' meaning 
clothes cut and sewn for less than 
minimum wage, Guess? agreed to 
pay $570,000 in back wages.

Now. Siegel says the contractors 
are so well-versed in what Pour Le 
Bebe inspectors are looking for. that 
at least one contractor simply posts 
her state registration number on the 
front door.

’TVe’d rather have (the contractors 
work I legally and comply with the 
law and have quality." says Siegel At 
the same dme. the cost of the compli

ance program is negligible for a large company. Pour Le Bebe. with revenues 
of S150 million last year, considers the "cost of policing in the cost of doing 
business.' she says.

While there was initial resistance on the part of some contractors she 
adds now the program virtually ‘runs itself'

Cain, of the International Mass Retailers doesn’t believe retailers should 
have to go as far as Guess’ does For one thing, there are probably between 
22,(XX) and 2S.(XX) garment manufacturers throughout the United States To 
visit them every week would be hrdicreus he says. There’s a myth around 
that retailera have vast numbers of people out in the field, visiting the suppli- 
ers."

On the other hand, government has the appropriate pofice powers — the 
power to conduct searches and subpoena people. Cain says He believes the 
•hot goods" provisioo is incentive enough for retailers to not to contract with 
sweatshops. "Coopesating. yes Policing, no. It’s juat not practicaL" Cain says

But Millan says the government cannot do it all The stale Labor Commis- 
sioner has IS fiilHime enforcement agents assigned to the garment industry, 
with aiKXher 24 to be hired by next July. Their work is coordinated with simi
lar investigations conducted by the federal Labor Department "Obviously, 
we do not have an enforcement office to put on every block.’he says

Manufacturers and letaOers can help by snitching on unregistered contrac
tors ITiey have an "affirmative duty to complain to us’Millan says

Another idea is to compile a nationwide database of aO contractors easily 
accessible to manufacnirers and retailers perhaps even the public. Millan 
says He’s hoping the lederal govenunent will undertake such an effort 
which would iodude identif)^ whether the contractors are regislered cor
rectly with their state labor divisions If eveiybody contracted with congilying
contractors the underground economy would dry up, Millan says

That theory was broached piefiminarily in the New York industry summit 
meeting Sept 12. Hood, who represented J.C. Penney at the meeting, says 
Secretary Reich talked of a ‘diahooor roO." a fisting of aO cootractDis who 
have had ruivins with the government and an Iraoor n>r of reliable contrac
tors

"With lawyers there are concerns in ciefaing a dishonor roD. it could be
come a bladdisL If it came fcom retaileis we would have conoems" Hood 
says On the other hand, if the fisting merely included updates on which con
tractors were not registered with their states as Millan suggests that would 
beusefiiL

Cain says his organization vohtnteered to disseminate nfarmation from a 
diahooor roll Retailen have a tfiflicuk time gettiog timely, reliable informa- 
tkxr.be says

For the most part J.C. Permey relies on its good name to influence con
tractors to comply with the law. Hood says "We have a long traditioo of 
being law-abiding and ethical When we go out to a supplier, (we ask| is the 
supplier ready to share our commitment of ethics and legal compliance.’ 
The contract with suppliers speDs out that all contractors will operate in 
compliance with all applicable laws and specifically names the Fair Labor 
Slan<fanlsAcL

To ensure ail workers associated with a garment are paid at least minimim 
wage and ale allowed other rights under the law, prote may suffer. Su ac
knowledges

"For the manufacturers the diSeretKe is between being super rich and 
(just being) rich. For the workers the difference is between exploitation and 
dignity." she says
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Firms Deny Connection 

to El Monte Sweatshop
“Our records show no 

payments or receipts or 
any relationship to El 
Monte,” says Mervyn’s 
public relations 

manager.

My relauonship to El Monte," said 
Jotmson. who added that they arc 
trying to track down the source that 
continually puts their company 
name out there and is ruining their 
“stellar repuution.”

“We never condone that kind of 
activity," said Johnson. “Our com
pany has strict policies and stan
dards to ensure that that kind of 
activity never takes place. We take 
this senously. We truly do uphold 
these stwdaixls.”

Steve Wasserman, attorney rep
resenting L.F. Sportswear. Inc., be
lieves L.F. Sportswear was named 
because of company labels found at 
the sweatshop. Wasserman theo- 
nzes that perhaps the labels could 
have gotten there if one of their 
contractors had brought work to the 
sweatshop without the company’s 
knowledge.

"There’s no way for the manu
facturer to know this," said 

Continued on Page S

By MARTHA NAKAGAWA
KAFU STAFF WKrrEII

Manufacturers named in a civil 
lawsuit filed on behalf of 68 Thai 
nauonals enslaved at an El Monte 
sweatshop deny any connection to 
the business.
I Tu® which also names
II Thai operators of the sweatshop, 
was filed on Oct. 25 by a legal tcarn 
headed by the Asian Pacific Ameri
can Legal Center of Southern Cali
fornia (APALC).

It charges the defendants with 
peonage, involuntary servitude and 
other basic rights, including the vio
lation of the 13 th Amendment, 
which prohibits slavery and gives 
Congress the power to enforce this 
article.

Carol Johnson, public relations 
manager for Mervyn’s. called the 
lawsuit without merit. “Ourrecords 
show no payments or receipts or

El Monte Sweatshop
Front-Page I
Was'serman, who added that his cli Gilnn-^*<^0

wth the Labor Depanment after '^t^mely high work
investigators concluded that the here," said Gianne. "We
company had purchased merchan- u contractors to make sure 
dise sewn at the El Monte site. The ?s*®*® ^nd federal stan- 
mtent of the agreement is to ensure
contrim"^ . Po^rotherm^ufacturersnamed

Khelly Miller, advertising ex- CalifoS“JL ^S^Biys’hlf’ 
fn^Lso M‘"‘'-“tfon". and Ms. U of ^Siffe \"nc:

telling whether they were counter £ a fof."'^
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7 Plead Guilty 

in Sweatshop 

SlaveryCase
By PATRK3K J. MoDONNECt 
and MAKI BECKER
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

j.-.-ti

Marking the climax of a slavery 
scandal that sparked international 
outrage, seven sweatshop opera
tors who.recruited scores of seam
stresses vfrom, Thaiiand and kept 
them 'imprisoned in^a>ciandesUne 
ET Monte garment factory ringed 
with razor wire pleaded guilty 
Friday to violating federal civil 
rights laws.

The shocking case—which made 
headlines worldwide when state, 
federal and local officers swooped 
down on the San Gabriel Valley 
compound last Aug. 2 and liberated 
72 Thai workers—will result in jail 
terms of up to seven years, author
ities said.

The discovery of the El Monte 
operation also exposed the under
side of the Southern California 
garment industry, the nation’s 
largest, and demonstrated how 
sweatshop-produced, made-in- 
U.S-A. clothing ends up on the 
racks of some of the nation’s lead
ing retaij chains. Garments pro
duced at the El Monte site were 
traced to Mervyn’s. Macy’s, Fi- 
lene’s and other major retailers, 
authorities said.

In the atmosphere of outrage 
after the sweatshop’s discovery, 
federal and state officials vowed 
broad reforms targeting contrac
tors, manufacturers and retailers 
whff^profit from sweatshop labor. 
But independent industry monitors 
say sweatshop conditions and sub- 
minimum-wage pay are still com
monplace in the garment Industry, 

Pleas* sec SLAVES, A15



sweatshop case
even if cases like El Monte’s are charges, which could as lorn? th->„nnnc..,r esare have anded the defendants in ToteS ,h^Su, who

pnson for life. ^he workers' claims for
The convictions amount to a

measure of vindication for US m !^®*P 
authorities, who were subjected to wtnesses in the trial.”
withering criticism last year when nalf^r workers are origi- 
it became known that an initial
Immigration and Naturalization 3 u the Thai
Service investigation into the El whora -----------
^E?r 1992 operation.'

pnusual.
: The workers-67 women and 5 
men, all now living in the Los 
Angeles area and employed in 
legal, near-minimum-wage gar 
mem industry jobs-are-still 
awaiting the outcome of federal 
and state claims seeking more than

•Among those entering guilty 
pleas Friday were Suni Manasur- ,
Sngkun, the Thai grandmother
f npwn as "Auntie” by the workers nesiiam to seek awho presided over the sho7s dS ^“™mer after
Manf Officials said. gSe "“‘‘I
Manasurangkun. 66. who showed LT^.iiv '^as
little emotion as her plea was undertaken by the Cali-

'P U-S. District Court in commissioner’s office. officials charged, the sweatshop
Los Angeles on Friday, operat’ed ^® P^®“ aflTeements, operators seized their passports

1’®'’ li'’® knoSpp?“" ®®- fh*! ^*^® money”
?ons. three of whom also entered running their El Monte 1’®'* l>®®n Provided to them L
guilty pleas. The other two sons f(^ business from 1989 until ® ®°'^®‘‘ should U.S. immigration 
are fugitives and arp ♦_ u- 1995 with a caotive wm-ir officials question their nlannoH

touriat ptannea

migraieo to Bangkok, the Thai 
_ ............. ®^P‘^®*- '^*'®re they were recruited

was insufficient evidence to secure J garment workers were pro- 
a warrant. The U.S. attorney’s ^®‘s® Passports enabling
office was again hesitant to seek a ^ ®"^®'‘ ^^® United States as
......‘®«t summer after Angeles Inter

emergeri anw *t,« .. . "atonal Airport and Uken directly
to El Monte, authorities said. Once 
the workers arrived ai rh« —

conditions, particularly after se
whirh^^p?® attempts, some of P«>vided up front by the sweats'hoo 

„*o„cua, wno noted that »n "^®*^® ®'^®®®®®^ul. The opera- operators. P
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Two members of a.Thai family 
that ran the notorious El Monte 
sweatshop were sentenced to six 
years in federal prison Monday in a 
downtown court filled with former 
workers who watched their one
time captors beg the judge for 
leniency.

The two brothers, Wirachai and 
Phanasak Manasurangkun, had 
pleaded guilty, along with other 
members of their family, to invol
untary slavery charges in Febru
ary and could have been sentenced 
to 45 years behind bars.

However, their lawyers and the 
government lawyers agreed on the 
six-year terms and U.S. District 
Judge Audrey B. Collins concurred.

The defendants made one last, 
futile attempt to get a lower sen
tence by pleading with the judge to 
take into account the welfare of
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2 Brothers Sentenced to 6 Years in Thai Slavery Case "
her last name. “My idea of cominj^ ’ 
America was to get a good job so I' 
could support my family bacfc in- 
Thailand. But, as soon as I arrivedln 
El Monte, I felt bad.” - T

Another worker, Jane, simply 
saldi "I felt like I was really livfhg 
in hell," On Monday, other mem
bers of the family, including the 
brother’s mother, Suni Manasur
angkun, known as “AunUe," will 
be sentenced. ; ■

The mother, who was the lea& 
of the shop along with her eld^ 
son, Sunchal, is expected to receive 
a seven-year prison term. Sunchai^ 
Manasurangkun has been a fuglS 
tive since the August raid, and : 
authorities suspect that he is livifig, • 
inThailand.

"These are among the larg^ 
sentences ever imposed in a m<^> 
em slavery case,” said Assistant 
Atty. Gen. for Civil Rights Dev^Jj.

their families.
In addition, the judge ordered the 

Manasurangkun family to pay $4.5 
million to 81 workers, one of whom 
was kept imprisoned at the El 
Monte garment factory for seven 
years.

“They are relieved that this 
closes one chapter of their long 
road to jusUce," said Julie Su, the 
attorney for the workers, many of 
whom worked under armed guard 
20 hours a day for $1 an hour, 
surrounded by barbed wire, and 
slept in bedrooms with eight other 
people.

For many the ordeal was all that 
they would know of America until 
federal and state authorities raided 
the El Monte factory last August. 
The workers had been recruited 
from Thailand, lured with the 
hopes of high paying jobs.

“America stuids for freedom and 
human rights," said one worker 
named Yat, who did not want to give


