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Economists- 

Can’t Live With ‘Em, 

Can’t Live Without ‘Em
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THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

‘An alarming trend, folks-by 3000 AD, all
Americans will be retired or in prison!"

I
“Once apaii^ Aw think loe thould tinker u/ith the economy?
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•Surt, vt lutd more ratardi in aUlwttf, ntermmej, and. tOKtrj, bia wfurt is dit money joint'» come from?’
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Ca>i4m^

“Your Majesty, my voyage vjUl not only forge a nevo route to the spices of the 
East but also create over three thousand new jobs. "
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MY C0U£/<K)E CAM BEtTR &PCAIN 
THE ASSUMrrioUS OmVHicH

mBupcerisBAap.

■ttri^nnufii

m
■^"_

"».raST \ W& K Wa-MESUM _KEXr I Ytt3 K MOHETAW8T..THEW suppur-accR ^vpnvkk. bom- ^
.T«wf«®=’

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition



“^he index of leading economic indicators airrently being at only 
•?g rentx. nentlemev. I believe I’ll say goodnight”

m
if2 i«'

PIPmm
“It's true, Caesar. Rome is declining, but I 
expect it to pick up in the next quarter.*
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WAVe (4000 Jo0> A^
V^0i?I+^4 A^P5<if\- 
wAYe corApAN/e5/
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RepwV/ cAuie^ H^-to 
-tijnpoPAjyL/ FAU- 

INt® A COMA- ^ ■
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>vHoopS.

seif At A i^rPcAUriHip 
Att€f^PfrN(x to boy A porD 
fAurus wifH A PowBue /

( ON A S€5AM€
^ep Bun.

:wiu_ you

MOTLEY’S CREW

H6/, COW<5f!ESSMAJsl 
FARCEUR/ HOW'D THE 

AHWUAL 6PPTRALU 
CAME BEIV^M TWe 
PEM05 ANP -ne 
6.QFC0MB OUT?*^

HO- 
BCP/ 
KWOW5.

IS£S k

First OF Au., the 
5O0REICEEPER5 

HA0TR?UEtE 
EVEN FINPIN<STHE 
EAaPAKK/AWPTHBJ 

COULPNT ASfZEE ON
Vtow man/ runs 
vvERE eco^u.

IN FACT/ we
COULDN'T 
SET THEM 
1b ASREE 
(DN WHAT

coHsmvreD
A RUN.

WHO X THE 
WERE CbUNCIU OF 
THESE ECONOMIC 
SCORE'V APVlSiSRS.

1\

!VK~: j_

PRESlBEMT'S COUNCIL OF,' ■ 
ECONOMIC ADVISERS

»■

cAn^T ANYSoDTfl
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o^^^VectahomUiai a economy vmildcauu the Federal Re^b^ to

\ WELCOnE TO D06DEKT5 
WORLD OF AflAZINGLY
ignorant people.

^ V
lla

TONIGKT WELL VISIT 
PEOPLE UttO DONT 
ONOERSTANO ECONOfAlCS 
5UT TALK A60UT IT 
ANYWAY.

SO. I HEARD TnEFED ' 
INCREASED THE HONEY 
SUPPLY, DUr I CHECKED HY 
BANK balance AND ITS 
THE SAME AS BEFORE. J—

'that ISN’T)

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition



Personally, I lUud this roller coaster a lot better befor 
the Federal Reserve Board got hold of it."

“The Fed take any recovery-fighting measures while
vx were oul?”
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KW4k»Tf

V
'Oh.ItbiTJ, Wbccpiisagoodcboiu. butIvxmldhavepr^arcdGrccmpan.'

r
Do something, fuicfc. How about your ade little impersonation 

.ofAJan Greenspan?"
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7 told you the Fed should have tightened. ’

f

“I’ve relvctanUy devalued the frank.'
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Just Another 

Day at the Office

" fFfrrz^Aj iu <g g_

^^0/ C0un£, vAth the foAtion, that has the benefiu—medical, 
dental, et cetera—there ts no salary,^^
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‘The position carries no salary. 
. Just medlcaj^coverage."

V riitti f tiouLl itvnt you tiut dstjiip luit y'jur ^tma 
itmu-iiKenrivt fn^rum is aspicjipunuimeni. *
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“No health or denial, no stock optiom, and no teverame package.
tVe do, however, provide free burial at sea.'

%

i
m 0sL

Don’t worry about a pension plan here: Vie work 
everyone to death."
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Is It too late to become a cowboy?
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“We’re etill a Baby BeU, bui now 
we're areatly^Baby Bell’

Were looking toward the Pacific Rim, Greenfield. What the hell arey^ doing?"
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ityA*® PRoowcnvrtY/*

“We’U now have a brief question and answer 
period, foUowed by some further downsizing."

’ffW

“On the negoHye side, we could lose millions. On the ■ 
positive side, none of it’s ours. ”
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o, vjt look to the fourth quarter as a time rfheoTinr. ‘
Weekly Economic Briefing 17
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rr ■a,KM3 our that i
UA3 URCNG. nCNtY 
13 Ctn HOST valuable 
AJ3ET. £nnirrtE3 are
NINTH.

LNE SEEN 3ATINS FOR 
YEARS THAT ‘CnfUTrEES 
ARE OUR HOST VALUABLE 
A33ET’

ru"
•O

"Why, Ferba-.rmwrfrutdtojmdyou atoayfrom your desk."

“Rough, day. The guy I pass the buck to was out ’
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It’s casual Friday, Whitmore, not grubby
Frida V'”

GfoduaBy, employees dl Mlnord indusMes 
began to abuse the company's 

Friday casual-dress policy.
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“Ok come on, it’s your job to dream of things 
that never were and ask 'why not ? ’ 

nnd if'x mu inb to tell, urrn ”

1
'By the way. Tm talong cffthtfint two vxeks in August. ’
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You've been vntb us a long time, Winnie, and vxre frepared 
to offer you a generous severance package.'

m9..
■I

~=-j

iCT™,
i-

liiHi
“Marissa, have vie a lovely parting giji for Mr. Grirwolel?’
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‘Brodkijt, now that the economy is crtaiing jobs at a faster than 
expected cTif, why don’t you go out andfind yourselfone?'

Ttf^KSfOt NOPftOB- COMNS
tp.Mm. umttrrj- \ _

Weekly Economic Briefing

irtmeTHffufOt. _ *vsrAssencusNSi wun THB-BauNams- ~ owsflaasvT emteastr

zpcM-mou
UiAnOCAU.
tSHtXrZM UH-CH^

J9cunoco. o 
\
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Riding the Information 

Superhighway

' ■ •■

n
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mmm

“I keep hitting ‘escape,* but I'm still her

«

W LAPTOP COnPUTER 
15 LOOLEO UP. CAM 
YOU HELP?

KEnEABER YOU HAVE TO 
HOLD rr UPSIDE DOOON 
AND SHAKE IT TO 
REBOOT

OH. THATS 
RIGHT.

rur^

I U3ON0ER IF HE'LL EVER 
realize COE GAVE Hin. 
AM "ETCH-A-SKETCH"
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SCNtftNntNT STATISTCS 
SMOU THAT OrriCE PRO- 
OUCTWITY U6NT DOUN 

. AS COnPUTERS OECAnS
CJCDELY USED. (—

IN FiVT. IT UAS SO ^ 
InPRESStVE rr TOOK 
A UEEK TO FI6URE 
OKir MOU TO PRINT IT.

foUT I DIDN'T^ 
OELIEVE IT. r"

COT OEFORE I ODUO ^ 
PRINT, nr COnPUTER 
CRASHED AND I OIONT 
HAVE BACKUP COPIES.

SO I UROTE A 
LITTLE SOFTWARE 
PROSRAn TO TEST 
THAT CONCLUSION.

SO. IT SEEnS THE 
GOVERNHENT UAS 
RIGHT; COnPUTERS 
ARE TO OLAHE POR
the decline in
PRODUCTlvrTY

n ONLY TOOK A 
nONTH, OUT IT 
PRODUCED sone 

, InPRESSIVE DATA.

DO YOU think THE 
EnPLCnrtES could oe 
PARTLY RESPONSIBLE7

SURE, FINo’A 
A SCAPcaGAT. )

I
Government Efficiency Report

1970J

13

Six games of 
Sohtdire pfir hour

Scyenfeert gemfis of 
So|/ta/r£ p€r Kour

iJ
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I trjUSORCUMFOMIHCaNOHNAnCMQURai 
M K9gHJOtAf»LAW>SHCI®Tlffi«OKlsnV6_ SOWRWJUXWSPCNBCKWE 

HWE»er Av HE w ff fosw man swsrtcRE. •

O..^'
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“Believe me. the E-chcck is i>i the E-)iiaiL
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I
\ THESE FHOKie AhO CABlE 

MERGERS M' Ami.! THP<'‘RE 
Go/ng to ee so f^wERRiLTwr

IMDEPeNDEKtr THOUGHT WU. 
—, be IMPoaSlBU.'

KT LEAST. THATIS 
WHAT SCME GO/ OH 
TV WAS SA/(«;j.

\

: illi
SS^ss.'iaMr’

“TTfe bunny did not get the job become the bunny is cute. The bunny got 
thejob became the bunny knowi WordPerfect.'
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\cmTGer
CMRHCNTVWS
■mt'KUiPTW 
Buxrsour CTSGISHNG 

PRpCSiAMW\NG.

^mm

iUSLCCMEVIt^mCnvE 
?HCPPIM^;. BOTFI^A 
WORDOFCAimK AfiO/r 
SbuRcva^twr
IMTERACnVE EANt/N::

'Cash her«l Gat youp cash hereT

WlKJT
“If It’s so easy to assemble, why Is there an 
emergency number for the Army Corps of 

Engineers?"
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Bumps, Bruises, 

Malpractice, and HMOs

i
|i«p
il^«I

Sony, folks, but your insurance doesn't cover 

more than one day in the manger."
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ON ^^<^ O

“My lawyer ays I'm not aUowtd to gucs what’s wronz 
with you und after the tests are complete, and even 

then I’m supposed to cross my fingers."
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TH6 wall stbeet journal

WhUeyour cSies- 
terol has remained the same, the research 

findings have changed.”

L

-nu- •
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"I know exactly how you feel. I’m a Boomer, too.’

H

*Are you the one vnth the preexisting condition or 
the one with just the existing con&tionV

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition



Economics and Love: 

The Perfect Match?

"YouUahix^ be much more than a commodity to me.’ *
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Jeff Stabler
TtM Clndnntd Pott WE NEED TO RAISE 

0[« DEBT CEILING.

m
P.

M
Your toondtrfid daughter and I wndd Cdu to ittamt engaged in F.Y. ‘97, 

marriedinF.Y. ■98.md.ifthe number, look ^ start afamiiy in F.Y. 79.'
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Right now were at a hidget impaue Imaintatn that you tmrvide 
an essentia! terviee, and my wife feels that you do not ’

•^A^E/MbcR -mar FEELIH& 
YCHJ Usecr Tto HAVff Coawm<S 

Ott AFKP/^. 
Ht<^^frW{n^YoOft 
PAYtUcaC in ■

, VoiJ;? Ftocer?

SOMEHOW I ponroer THE samc

* Accconr

Yeah/
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'If, only fry tittlwamycu, fm
vtry luijal to market fluttuanooL'

p/iiv\:

Look, aU Pm atktng i, that wt Ut marktt forcti bring . 
a greater degree of efficiency into our mamage.”

I can't steep. I just got this incredible craving for capital.
Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition
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\

j

Fve dedded to outsource my ematiatud needs.'

*WU<4TP

My God, Ellen, I didn't dtink our reUUiomhip uaa to 
inieresi ToU-semitive."

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition



Kids- You 

Gotta Love ‘Em

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

\ ZZmiS.

B W
0 =

miniimill'•

“We can all write stuff on the shopping list, but 
Mom has a line-item veto.”
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{

PW). I'D \ UH. 
UyC£TOWAVE 
A LimjE

talk.

AS m YtfGE EA^HER UOc 
\rs 'ttOR REStoHSlBlLin TO 
SWOW SiME QihSUMER 
CCKTIDENCE AMD STARE 
B01IHG •miHSS TMAT M\\L j 
SET TME ECOMOK^ G0\MG 
^ CREATE KdpiTS AHD 

EMfLctHEXT.

"©i? /•/•

i.

**rt-tmi tmtmictlimtJmi.-

H£Kl5 A LIST CE SOME 
B\G-TICKET ITEMS ID LIKE 
roi CHRISTMAS. 1 HcfE 
T CAH TROST TOO TO CO 
WHATS R\swr 

R)R OJR 
CDUWTJt. .•

SOT TO STO? LExytHT STREET SJ 
A8CUHD.

“Here’S a leading economic Indicator, Dad. It’s 
only Tuesday and my weekly allowance Is shot.”

WELrl 
HOWABorr 
AUTTLE 
PIECE OF 

THEACnON?

Weekly Economic Briefing
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'vaffr^rf
-/Av/

IT'H’

‘Must you tell us what our daily share of the rmtioruil debt 
is every time we sit down to dinnerV

I 'I'M NOT WATOHINC WITH COUCHTV. I'M HOLCXNS 
THE NATION

POTTATO 
GUje? HOW 
CCMfCPOTNC.

OHIUJRSa ARE WATCHOgC ia% .<i '
LESS TV. THAT MAKES nr 
MAW5SV FOR ADVB^nSERS I

TO CONVINCE KOS TO W/l 
WHINE AT T«JR PARSnS '*• '
ABOUT BOVMS TVe-l STU=F 

V T>CYDONTNea>. SAiES 
\ WILL DROP, JOBS WIU.

‘ disappear, THE-mAOE
Dfficnr WILL skyrocket
AND THE 6NP WILL GO IN 

THE TANK.
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, Ihnuhathe
bestuoOTiutfve
9ct I iostoantto ^hiaataithis, 

)J3imllicnl

He's ijounp and

MPRl^WF

m
EbS«i%r--.c

ltill*H+iHi'

tuLUlu__

"DaJ,ei€ Jean iasgaru aver yoa’JmBKialsietanene.anJfK
Jotm't think yourt wking up to yourfitU pctmtiaL' 'Whart this I h(«r about you adults 

mortgaging my future?"
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‘Daddy’s not mad at you dear- Daddy’s mad at 
the Fed.”

>«ENte£> 
>£GO(HS 
To GST *.
omrsrvuo

TR££»

OH. ItXMMO. 
pQcetkSus k 
u^aE^fTcR 

HEWTEMl-S.

SJSE.VtCW 
JVSTGOWWt 
SniEET M«
nawtsesr
tveebbkw

NElSWCias*
WlSOiKtS.

J.. Jwaui

SM«.TW£S 
TKEKEisnu 
TTMStLQK 

TWEn?EETOO.SDtCX) 
RJKtEreMHMtTD
k<db>r n.’«usuc
TKAWHoKtl'.

oc. vm no
tW«.0M>TttL
tu/WKTWt»
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‘Later, Josh-these are Daddy’s 

peak eanung years.”

^4%«AB«««aaaBaBa«aoc*ri |,Va«aaaa«.iS«BBaB«a

. 9ill^m%r>Mummmmmmmmum r'^iJSSS***"*"****'-

“As a nation, vie may it spending our ebiMras’s money, 
but at my bouse it's the other way arottruL'

m

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition



*Swz, they say your genmtmtdocsnt have as much to look finvard to 
as my generation did Do youviont to talk about

ij-
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Economics: 

Divine... or Demonic?

1

,//
V. >

And the Lord uxid. They shall gradually, so as not to cause 
unemployment, beat their svjords into plowshares. ’ '

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition
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- ff#

m
ijl "xIfc-r ■M im

"You’ll have topn^ without Mr. Larson. He looked back at 
the Reagcm years and turned into apillco' of ̂ If *

I

AN0 5OISIV6 
TH6- BEWrj Of W6 EAR7W, 

7H6FOWLOfW£A'«, 
AM)6vBWUVrA*TH»^ 
OOTO VIX« SIlWAfiPWW

_ 1 fVfUiKKZ^/ CT

OtOMCMV NAMMCAftAigO
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‘Rjemember, this is a one-shot, not an entitlement.'

r.r.:

,,, • .•-1 ^

i 0 SUSXmMi^^SiMmm

ias
'Wont all these new rules impact adversely on the viability of 

small businesses with fewer than fifty employees?"

Weekly Economic Briefing 48 1993-98 Special Edition



/

‘Congressman, our people vxidd look upon it favorably
ifyouvxre to oppose any additional sin taxes.'

I

‘On the other hand, it's great to be out of Washington!”

Weekly Economic Briefing 49 1993-98 Special Edition



i The Tax 

Man Cometh

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

1
IMTFR^^AL
REVEMUE
SERVICE

“I’m sorry I’m late for my audit... I was abducted 
by aliens and they confiscated my records ...”

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition



‘Very frivolous. Do you know the 
penalty for being frivolous?”

-My mislaU U'tw writing to Uu I.R.S. to lltank them for not 
auditing me that i/for"

iS m'.m
/

-You can elect to file on a calendar gear or ufi.ical year Hobodyfidee on a lunar year"

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition



Diversify,
Diversify, Diversify

JT: ApeeAtS-JHAt YOUA 

,g .yJAMtiOA”
LWi-'i

WM.

mm
OV^p- 

PgUNfD.
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:%

“Well, how about this: We take from the rich and invest!

m

m •«1^S«SK>
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The Class Struggle

y
**Thtrt is a ftrject example of “xhes is 

vsTong toifJt sAss country today.**

\

‘Thtre ii t ^rj€tl example oj 'j:hat ii 
• tcroitf in/A thh country today.**

Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition
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m,

fm
•.f^
*. ' ’

^Si

Tm rather fortunate. I have no parent!, so Medkare is no problem, 
and I have no children, so the emironment it no problem. ‘

!

Pt
iiilSKKSWffiSl

I /

:ym

6m\

WM#

n .31
Tve been thinking about the Jlat tax and hera it wouU infiici 

heirdihio on the Oocr and !ran —:.i ,km *

Weekly Economic Briefing
1993-98 Special Edition



I C^M•T FKTWONv 
VNUY RETWLS^LK 
JkRE 90 son

COHSoiffeK NK SUCH 
K QOllVtY lot

m
rnmmm

UNEMPLOYMENT
TOO/MKT rtoru VOBtmC Mists uw

nUIENTl

miilM Jt ^ ‘I
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Sorry, but I’m mticli too successful to carry
cash.’

1f >
1 i

i.

wm
m '«II&asf,

"...and over alJ those years, I always found time to stop and pick the flowers." 

Weekly Economic Briefing 57 1993-98 Special Edition



I KNOUyWHUNUCUCAMm 
POOR KOKl mOUHO UKl nuj. BVTM 
ftlSlHUSHIM UAH TCa VW VOVU HOT 
DOHA Rn MV f^. OA VOUAUU.

■NT

/c.OSA.VDU'AlMGilT.nUllHANOJHtH:'' 
r rAOMNOUONUSTtHIDWl

PVnUH OOUN MD lU HIM LUM
sa;-RCUAHa. WAn n. wt mi st 

hard ON tOM FDA A UHlll, evr Htu K
^DtntftrOA IT AHD SQUILL VOV.

UTHITUIVDU
ABOIffIMfOAlS.

Weekly Economic Briefing
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THE WAa STREET JOURNAL

■'XAWtYDu?

aS-“SS?'

CcMve

M

'Well, so long Eddie, the recession's over.'

Weekly Economic Briefing
1993-98 Special Edition
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i

I

Small
Business

Ifli H

'My father bad a saying: 'Ifyou sell a man a fish, you'll make a good living; 
if vou teach a man to fish, you're stupid.

I Weekly Economic Briefing 1993-98 Special Edition
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I

I ip^:: 4w«"^1P
fo:Si "M,

•.^- "ti

'A'' '/'^:-r.*^ ’ J-

i;i, V

We jacked ttp ottrprices to insure that.you receive the 
same quoTtty and service in thefioure.'

I

jgD*aif*^

rm.rns GALORE IM''■0J e^lcii5lliuga«ii«a;A'v”
-.•r '■'•v- ■■■') ^
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Political
Hodge-Podge

wm
’At last! After all the debates and folk, it's back to ^pditicsr

Weekly Economic Briefing
1993-98 Special Edition



'!//»• ort a Democrat, Mn. Hoafa^Smiti 
aoet the Macarena during yourfemtaJut. *

rfSSlffi'
Rilis
K«:vv

'"Uhtba^anJPmbuu tie toe with rUdten.'
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• Your constant cria to cut t/n park sadden me. Senator. ‘
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"Look, Uie people haueipoken. That don't KOsUtababouedarotaid by federal 
buTeauerata-lkepvanttobebouedaroundby ttaiebureaucmta."
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