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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 19, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

I am glad we had the opportunity to meet, 
even though the occasion, the dedication of 
the Holocaust Memorial, was a somber one. 
Your attendance meant a great deal to all 
those who suffered and to all of us who are 
dedicated to preventing such horrors from 
occurring again.

I want to thank you for the thoughtful gift 
that David Chase helped ensure was delivered 
personally to me. The etchings on the 
crystal vase are exquisite, and it will have 
a place of pride in the Clinton White House.

I admire your leadership and hope we will 
meet again in the not too distant future.

Sincerely,

His Excellency 
Lech Walesa
President of the Republic of Poland 
Warsaw
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: 07
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM:

SUBJECT: Thank You Letter to Polish President Lech Walesa

ANTHONY LA^^^^

Purpose

To thank Walesa for the crystal vase given to you during the 
Holocaust Memorial events.

Background

On behalf of the Polish people, Walesa presented a crystal vase 
to you (via David Chase), with the White House etched on one side 
and flowers on the other.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Walesa at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to President Walesa

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON D C. 20506

May 12, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: JENONNE WALKER

FROM: BARRY F. LOWENKIWN^/IA/

SUBJECT: Presidential Thank You Letter to Lech Walesa

3363

At Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President requesting 
that he sign the note to President Walesa (Tab A) thanking him 
for the vase he presented the President last month.

Concurrences by: Jeremy Rosner ^

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President

Tab A President's Letter to Walesa
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 22, 1993

Dear Mr. President;

I am deeply honored by your invitation to attend the ceremonies 
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Warsaw uprising. The 
heroic actions of the Home Army and of the people of Warsaw as 
they fought to liberate their country demonstrated to the world 
the depths of Poland's desire to be free. The brave men and 
women of the Home Army fought, as earlier Polish fighters for 
freedom put it so well, "for your freedom and ours." Those sixty 
three days of struggle proved once again the courage, and 
determination of the Polish people in the fight to maintain 
Poland's liberties. This courage and this determination enabled 
Poland to meet the tremendous challenges that confronted her over 
the centuries; they made possible the transformation of 1989 and 
the re-establishment of a democratic Poland.

The commemoration's significance is, if possible, even further 
enhanced by the magnanimity of holding it as a ceremony of 
reconciliation. Although I will be unable to attend, I will 
ensure that the United States is represented. I very much hope 
to be able to accept your offer of hospitality at some other 
occasion in the future.

As you know, I propose to meet with leaders of the Visegrad 
countries -- Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic -- 
in Prague this January. I very much look forward to seeing you 
then.

You have, as always, my best wishes.

Sincerely,

His Excellency 
Lech Walesa
President of the Republic 

of Poland 
Warsaw
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 19, 1993
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ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ■ ANTHONY. LA^^^

SUBJECT: Response to Lech Walesa's Invitation to Warsaw

Purpose
To respond to Polish President Walesa's invitation to you to 
attend ceremonies marking the 50th anniversary of the Warsaw 
Uprising next August 1. '

Background

Walesa has invited you to attend the Warsaw Uprising 
commemoration next August 1. The event is worthy but not worth 
adding to the already full schedule of European trips in 1994. I 
therefore recommend turning down the invitation, noting instead 
that you will ensure the U.S. is represented.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign^he attached response as Tab A.

Approvez!!a_ Disapprove _____

Attachments
Tab A Your Draft Response to President Walesa
Tab B Walesa's Incoming letter to you
Tab C State's Incoming

DECUSSMED 
E.O.13526

White House Guidelines, May 16,2017
By.^^NARA, DateJl/ii/^Oiq

■CONFIDENTIAL 
Declassify on: OADR

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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November 16, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH;

J
JENONNE WALKER^

FROM; 

SUBJECT:

DANIEL FRI

Response to Lech Walesa's Invitation to the 
President

Polish President Walesa has invited the President (and other 
leaders, including Von Weizsacker, Mitterrand, Yeltsin and Major) 
to attend ceremonies next August 1 ftiarking the 50th Anniversary 
of the Warsaw Uprising. While the event is a worthy one, and the 
Poles have been lobbying hard, it is not worth an additional 
(possibly fifth) trip to Europe. We recommend the President 
decline the invitation, instead offering to ensure that the U.S. 
will be represented in some fashion. The Poles' disappointment 
may be mitigated by the President's January Prague meeting with 
Visegrad leaders, to which our draft Presidential letter refers.

RECOMMENDATION
That you sign the attached memorandum to the President at Tab I 
recommending he decline Walesa's invitation.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President

Tab A Draft Presidential Response to Walesa
Tab B Walesa's Incoming Letter to the President
Tab C Incoming from State

CONFIDENTf^" 
Declassify on: OADR

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O.13526

White House Guidelines, May 16,2017
Byi^NARA, Daie 
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rONFIDENTI-M. -6662
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON D C. 20506

September 30, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

JENONNE WALKER [

DANIEL FRIED V

Response to Lech Walesa's Invitation to the 
President

Polish President Walesa has invited the President (and other 
leaders, including Von Weizsacker, Mitterrand, Yeltsin and Ma]or) 
to attend ceremonies next August 1 marking the 50th Anniversary 
of the Warsaw Uprising. While the event is a worthy one, and the 
Poles have been lobbying hard, it is not worth an additional 
(possibly fifth) trip to Europe. We recommend the President 
decline the invitation, noting instead the importance of the 
event and offering to ensure that the U.S. will be represented in
some fashion.

RECOMMENDATION
That you sign the attached memorandum to the President at Tab I 
recommending he decline Walesa's invitation.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President

Tab A Draft Presidential Response to Walesa
Tab B Walesa's Incoming Letter to the President
Tab C Incoming from State

CONFIDENTIAL' 
Declassify on: OADR

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O.13526

White House Guidelines, May 16,2017 
Byl^ NARA,
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(DECL:OADR)

United States Department of State

Washington, D. C. 20520

September 13, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Presidential Reply to President Walesa's Invitation 
to Attend Ceremonies Marking the 50th Anniversary 
of the Warsaw Uprising

President Lech Walesa of Poland has invited the President 
to attend the August 1, 1994, commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising, in which the United States 
participated by airdropping supplies. Walesa envisions the 
commemoration as a ceremony of reconciliation and has invited 
both the leaders of the Allied ppwers who participated in the 
Yalta and Potsdam Conferences and the leaders of now-democratic 
states that fought the Allies. We have as yet no information 
on which leaders might attend; the UK Embassy has already 
contacted the Department to ascertain American plans.

For the vast majority of Poles, the Warsaw Uprising — the 
largest uprising against any Axis power — represents the 
highpoint of valor in Poland’s World War II experience. Some 
U.S. flyers perished dropping supplies to the Uprising; other 
veterans of those flights are still alive. To represent the 
United States last April at the 50th anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, President Clinton sent the Vice President. 
Walesa and others will likewise hope for high-level U.S. 
representation at ceremonies marking what is, for many Poles, 
an even more significant event.

While the Department believes that a visit to Poland by the 
President some time in his first term could be highly 
beneficial as a demonstration of support for Polish reforms and 
of the excellent state of bilateral relations, the Department 
also recognizes that the timing of the ceremony may make it 
impossible for the President to attend. In that event, the 
Department of State recommends that the President respond 
non-committally to the invitation at this time. Moreover, 
Poland is in the midst of legislative elections; declining 
Walesa’s invitation could hurt the fortunes of pro-reform 
candidates associated with him. Consequently, the Department 
recommends the reply be held until after the September 19 vote.

Attached is a draft reply and a copy of Walesa’s invitation,

Marc Grossman 
Executive Secretary

CONFIDENTIA-b

DECLAS 
E.ai3S26

Departmeot of State Cddeibea, SepteBbcrll,2ll06
'ibthw

?of^-OJr/3-.vy
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division

LS No. 142360 
JS
Polish

President of the 
Republic of Poland

Warsaw, August 9, 1993

Dear Mr. President:

I would like to thank you very much for the letter you sent 

me and for your words of encouragement and support. I value 

your views on the changes taking place in Poland as well as 

your tokens of sympathy for me personally. I am extremely 

gratified, Mr. President, that you devote so much attention to 

Polish affairs. In this difficult period of structural 

transformation in Poland, we deeply appreciate your sympathy 

and friendliness toward us.

In a year Poland will be celebrating the fiftieth 

anniversary of one of the most dramatic events of the Second 

World War.

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton 
President of the 
United States of America
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As you surely know, Poland was the first country that dared 

to resist the overwhelming military might of the Nazi aggressor.

Attacking on two fronts, the Germans and Soviets smashed 

the Polish Army. The country was divided between the two 

neighbors. But the nation did not surrender. Poland was the 

only occupied country that completely refused to collaborate 

with the Nazi invader. We fought on all fronts on the Allied 

side.

The Home Army formed in Poland became the largest and best 

organized underground military structure in occupied Europe. In 

1944 it began engaging in a wide range of operation in German 

rearline positions. On August 1, ‘V/hen Soviet units were 

approaching the outskirts of Warsaw, the Home Army commanders 

gave the order to start the uprising. Within the next few days 

the Soviet forces halted their offensive and refused to provide 

any assistance to the fighting Poles. Abandoned, lacking food 

and ammunition, and suffering enormous losses, the Home Army 

continued its heroic struggle against the well armed Germans 

for 63 days. But Poles still remember the Allied flyers who 

flew over a thousand miles of enemy territory to make "drops" 

for fighting Warsaw. On September 17, 1944, there were also 

American pilots among them.

250,000 people perished in the Polish capital. On Hitler’s 

orders the whole population of Warsaw was expelled and the city 

blown to pieces. Unsubjugated, it was to remain razed from the 

surface of the earth.
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A year later the joint victory over the Germans brought 

Poland not liberation, but the loss of its eastern territories, 

painful resettlements of population, Soviet domination, and an 

inhuman totalitarian system. Nonetheless Poles preserved their 

solidarity, and 45 years later turned their defeat into a 

bloodless victory.
We wish to make the fiftieth anniversary of the Warsaw 

Uprising an international symbol of reconciliation and the end 

of the era begun in Yalta and Potsdam. In this connection, we 

have decided to invite to Warsaw on August 1, 1994, the leaders 

of the great democracies that participated in the Yalta and 

Potsdam conferences, as well as the leaders of the democratic 

states that were our adversaries at that time.

Such a historic meeting would be unthinkable without the 

participation of the leader of the great country of America, 

which has never ceased to aid Poles in their non-violent 

struggle for freedom and democracy.
We deeply appreciate the fact that you honored the Warsaw 

Ghetto Uprising by sending to Warsaw a delegation headed by 

Vice President Albert Gore.
We are counting on your honoring with your presence the 

celebrations on August 1, 1994, the anniversary of the

culmination of our military efforts.
I truly hope that you will accept my invitation to visit

Warsaw on this historic day.

Respectfully, 
[s] Lech Walesa
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Washington, November 9, 1993

Dear Mr.President;

I have the honor to convey to you the following message of 
Mr.Lech Walfsa, the President of the Republic of Poland:

"His Excellency 
William J.Clinton
President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C

Dear Mr.President,

I would like to ask you Mr.President for the support of the 
United States government for the candidacy of Professor Krzysztof 
Skubiszewski, for the position of Judge at the International Court 
of Justice in The Hague. Professor Skubiszewski was the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland during the period from 
September 12, 1898, till October 26, 1993.

The election of five new Judges to the International Court of 
Justice will take place on November 10, 1993. The election is 
conducted simultaneously by the Security Council and the General 
Assembly of the United Nations.

The Polish candidate. Professor Krzysztof Skubiszewski has 
been active in international legal affairs since 1945. This is 
almost a half of century. His qualifications in the area are well 
known in the world. He is closely cooperating with the leading 
experts of international law which also includes your country.

Professor Skubiszewski graduated from Harvard Law School, 
published numerus articles on international law in the leading 
American legal journals, and since 1958 is a member of the American



Society of International Law. In 1991 he was elected an Honorary 
Member of this organization.

I am bringing up the question of qualifications of our 
candidate because at the International Court of Justice the 
qualifications should play the most important role. This is even 
more significant now, when the role of the Court in resolving 
international disputes is very substantial. In Professor 
Skubiszewski's case, we can see the rare tie between professional 
legal knowledge and international experience which he acquired 
during more than four years as the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Poland. His experience could have a great impact 
not only for the International Court of Justice but also for the 
whole United Nations.

As the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Professor Skubiszewski 
stressed the need for reform of the United Nations as well as the 
necessity for development of new programs for the future activities 
of this organization. He also has great successes in developing a 
new and friendly relations between Poland and numerus countries. He 
is a co-author of many international treaties.

During the communist rule in Poland, Professor Skubiszewski, 
as an university professor and a lawyer was opposed to the system. 
He demanded introduction of many changes to the Polish internal 
law, which could guarantee the observance of the international law 
and treaties, especially the Human Rights Convention , which was 
signed by the Polish communist government. In many cases, his 
opinion has a positive effect on the court verdicts.

During the period when many important citizens choose to be 
silent, he publicly stressed unlawfulness of the Soviet 
intervention in Hungary (1956) and the Warsaw Pact intervention in 
Czechoslovakia (1968), paying all consequences of such position.

In the end, I would like to add that on May 10, 1993, the 
United Nations elected Judge of the International Court of Justice 
for 9 months, which remain to the end of the term of office, after 
the death of another Polish Judge, Manfred Lachs, who died in the 
beginning of the year. Krzysztof Skubiszewski was then a Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, and because of that, he withdraw from the 
elections. However, Poland did not resign form having him elected 
for the normal term.

Mr.President, I am convinced that we have recommended an 
outstanding candidate and this is why I am taking this opportunity 
of asking for your support for Professor Skubiszewski during the 
tomorrow election.

Sincerely,
/-/ Lech Walfsa"



Please accept, dear Mr.President, the assurances of my highest 
consideration.

vxj
Maciej Kozlowski 
Charge d'Affaires
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SUBJECT; WALESA AND PAWLAK ACCEPT INVITATION TO PRAGUE
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REFS: (A) STATE 363184 (B) WARSAW 17443

SUMMARY

1. THE POLISH FOREIGN MINISTRY TRANSMITTED TO THE



EMBASSY ON DECEMBER 7 PRESIDENT WALESA'S AND PRIME 
MINISTER PAWLAK'S ACCEPTANCE OF PRESIDENT CLINTON'S 
INVITATION TO MEET IN PRAGUE ON JANUARY 11. UNOFFICIAL 
TRANSLATIONS OF BOTH LETTERS FOLLOW. END SUMMARY.

WALESA LETTER

2. BEGIN WALESA TEXT:
WARSAW, DECEMBER 6, 1993 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF DECEMBER 3. 
YOUR SUGGESTION TO HAVE THE LEADERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HUNGARY, THE CZECH REPUBLIC, SLOVAKIA AND POLAND MEET FOR 
A COMMON DISCUSSION IS AN IDEA WHICH I FIND MOST 
APPEALING AND WORTHY OF STRONG SUPPORT.
DISCUSSIONS ON EUROPEAN SECURITY AND THE FUTURE OF NATO 
ARE OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE FOR POLAND AND FOR THE NEW 
FRAMEWORK OF COEXISTENCE AMONG THE NATIONS OF EUROPE.
THE NATO SUMMIT IN BRUSSELS WILL BE A VERY IMPORTANT 
ELEMENT OF THIS PROCESS, BUT WILL NOT END IT. AS A 
RESULT OF SUCH DISCUSSIONS, CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES, IN POLAND, AND ALL OVER EUROPE, SEVERAL 
VERY INTERESTING CONCEPTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN FORMULATED.
I HOPE TO DISCUSS THEM IN DETAIL DURING OUR PRAGUE 
MEETING.
IN THE COMING DAYS, THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF POLAND, MR. 
ANDRZEJ OLECHOWSKI, WILL VISIT WASHINGTON, WHERE HE WILL 
MEET WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE, MR. WARREN CHRISTOPHER, 
AND OTHER HIGH OFFICIALS. HE WILL PRESENT TO THEM THE 
POLISH PERSPECTIVE ON THE QUESTION OF SECURITY.
I REALIZE, MR. PRESIDENT, HOW BUSY YOUR SCHEDULE MUST BE. 
NEVERTHELESS, I WOULD BE OBLIGED FOR CREATING AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR MINISTER ANDRZEJ OLECHOWSKI TO PRESENT 
POLAND'S, AND CENTRAL EUROPE'S, CONCERNS DIRECTLY TO YOU, 
MR. PRESIDENT.
SINCERELY,
LECH WALESA 
END WALESA TEXT.

PAWLAK LETTER

3. BEGIN PAWLAK TEXT:
WARSAW, DECEMBER 6 1993 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF DECEMBER 3 
INVITING ME TO A REGIONAL MEETING IN PRAGUE ON JANUARY 
11-12, 1994, TOGETHER WITH PRESIDENTS AND PRIME MINISTERS 
OF OTHER CENTRAL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.
THE ISSUES YOU RAISED IN YOUR LETTER, WHICH CONCERN THE 
SECURITY OF EUROPE, ARE OF CRITICAL SIGNIFICANCE TO US. 
THE ISSUES CONCERNING THE SECURITY OF CENTRAL EUROPE ARE 
NOW A SUBJECT OF INTENSIVE DIALOGUE, BOTH INTERNATIONALLY 
AND INTERNALLY IN MANY COUNTRIES. POLAND IS AN ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANT OF THIS DIALOGUE AND WE WOULD LIKE TO



CONTRIBUTE TO THE SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS BEFORE US. I 
HOPE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND, MR. ANDRZEJ OLECHOWSKI, WHO 
WILL VISIT WASHINGTON NEXT WEEK, WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO PRESENT TO YOU OUR POSITION REGARDING THE ENHANCEMENT 
OF SECURITY IN THE REGION OF CENTRAL EUROPE.
SINCERELY,
WALDEMAR PAWLAK 
END PAWLAK TEXT.
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VIENNA PLEASE PASS TO BRATISLAVA 
E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PL
SUBJECT: WALESA AND PAWLAK ACCEPT INVITATION TO PRAGUE

BOTH ARE COMING

4. ALTHOUGH NEITHER LETTER EXPLICITLY ACCEPTS THE 
INVITATION, OFFICIALS IN WALESA'S AND THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICES ASSURED US THAT BOTH HAVE ACCEPTED. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR:
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SUBJECT:

07-D6C-1993 12:14 EDT
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EURSD@Al@OEOB
VAX_MAIL@OEOB
FRIED@Al@OEOB
FICKLIN@Al@OEOB
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White House Situation Room 
(WHSR@Al(aWHSR)

WALESA AND PAWLAK ACCEPT INVITATION TO PRAGUE

<DIST>
PRT: BERGER FUERTH ITOH KENNEY LAKE REED SIT(C2) SODERBERG
SIT: BLEICKEN FICKLIN FILE FRIED SUM2 VAX WALKER
<PREC>
IMMEDIATE
<CLAS>
UNCLASSIFIED
<OSRI>
RUEHWR
<DTG>
071652Z DEC 93 
<ORIG>
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
<TO>
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INFO RUEHNO/USMISSION USNATO 0079 
RUEHBS/AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 0022 
RUFHVI/AMEMBASSY VIENNA 9629 
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 0687 
RUEHUP/AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 0753 
RUEHPG/AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 0672 
<SUBJ>

WALESA AND PAWLAK ACCEPT INVITATION TO PRAGUE 
<TEXT>
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 WARSAW 017605 
VIENNA PLEASE PASS TO BRATISLAVA 
E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PL
SUBJECT: WALESA AND PAWLAK ACCEPT INVITATION TO PRAGUE
REFS: (A) STATE 363184 (B) WARSAW 17443

SUMMARY

1. THE POLISH FOREIGN MINISTRY TRANSMITTED TO'THE



EMBASSY ON DECEMBER 7 PRESIDENT WALESA'S AND PRIME 
MINISTER PAWLAK'S ACCEPTANCE OF PRESIDENT CLINTON'S 
INVITATION TO MEET IN PRAGUE ON JANUARY 11. UNOFFICIAL 
TRANSLATIONS OF BOTH LETTERS FOLLOW. END SUMMARY.

WALESA LETTER

2. BEGIN WALESA TEXT:
WARSAW, DECEMBER 6, 1993 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF DECEMBER 3. 
YOUR SUGGESTION TO HAVE THE LEADERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HUNGARY, THE CZECH REPUBLIC, SLOVAKIA AND POLAND MEET FOR 
A COMMON DISCUSSION IS AN IDEA WHICH I FIND MOST 
APPEALING AND WORTHY OF STRONG SUPPORT.
DISCUSSIONS ON EUROPEAN SECURITY AND THE FUTURE OF NATO 
ARE OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE FOR POLAND AND FOR THE NEW 
FRAMEWORK OF COEXISTENCE AMONG THE NATIONS OF EUROPE.
THE NATO SUMMIT IN BRUSSELS WILL BE A VERY IMPORTANT 
ELEMENT OF THIS PROCESS, BUT WILL NOT END IT. AS A 
RESULT OF SUCH DISCUSSIONS, CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES, IN POLAND, AND ALL OVER EUROPE, SEVERAL 
VERY INTERESTING CONCEPTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN FORMULATED.
I HOPE TO DISCUSS THEM IN DETAIL DURING OUR PRAGUE 
MEETING.
IN THE COMING DAYS, THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF POLAND, MR. 
ANDRZEJ OLECHOWSKI, WILL VISIT WASHINGTON, WHERE HE WILL 
MEET WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE, MR. WARREN CHRISTOPHER, 
AND OTHER HIGH OFFICIALS. HE WILL PRESENT TO THEM THE 
POLISH PERSPECTIVE ON THE QUESTION OF SECURITY.
I REALIZE, MR. PRESIDENT, HOW BUSY YOUR SCHEDULE MUST BE. 
NEVERTHELESS, I WOULD BE OBLIGED FOR CREATING AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR MINISTER ANDRZEJ OLECHOWSKI TO PRESENT 
POLAND'S, AND CENTRAL EUROPE'S, CONCERNS DIRECTLY TO YOU, 
MR. PRESIDENT.
SINCERELY,
LECH WALESA 
END WALESA TEXT.

PAWLAK LETTER

3. BEGIN PAWLAK TEXT:
WARSAW, DECEMBER 6 1993 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF DECEMBER 3 
INVITING ME TO A REGIONAL MEETING IN PRAGUE ON JANUARY 
11-12, 1994, TOGETHER WITH PRESIDENTS AND PRIME MINISTERS 
OF OTHER CENTRAL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.
THE ISSUES YOU RAISED IN YOUR LETTER, WHICH CONCERN THE 
SECURITY OF EUROPE, ARE OF CRITICAL SIGNIFICANCE TO US. 
THE ISSUES CONCERNING THE SECURITY OF CENTRAL EUROPE ARE 
NOW A SUBJECT OF INTENSIVE DIALOGUE, BOTH INTERNATIONALLY 
AND INTERNALLY IN MANY COUNTRIES. POLAND IS AN ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANT OF THIS DIALOGUE AND WE WOULD LIKE'TO



CONTRIBUTE TO THE SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS BEFORE US. I 
HOPE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND, MR. ANDRZEJ OLECHOWSKI, WHO 
WILL VISIT WASHINGTON NEXT WEEK, WILL ..HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO PRESENT TO YOU OUR POSITION REGARDING THE ENHANCEMENT 
OF SECURITY IN THE REGION OF CENTRAL EUROPE.
SINCERELY,
WALDEMAR PAWLAK 
END PAWLAK TEXT.
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 WARSAW 017605 
VIENNA PLEASE PASS TO BRATISLAVA 
E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PL
SUBJECT: WALESA AND PAWLAK ACCEPT INVITATION TO PRAGUE

BOTH ARE COMING

4. ALTHOUGH NEITHER LETTER EXPLICITLY ACCEPTS THE 
INVITATION, OFFICIALS IN WALESA'S AND THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICES ASSURED US THAT BOTH HAVE ACCEPTED, 
HORNBLOW 
BT
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NNNN
<SECT>
SECTION: 01 OF 02 
<SSN>
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<TOR>
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White House Situation Room 
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WALESA RE-INVITES PRESIDENT CLINTON TO WARSAW

<DIST>
PRT: BERGER FUERTH ITOH KENNEY LAKE REED SIT{C2} SODERBERG VAN ERON
SIT: BLEICKEN FICKLIN FILE FRIED SUM2 VAX WALKER
<PREC>
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<DTG>
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<ORIG>
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
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SUBJECT: WALESA RE-INVITES PRESIDENT CLINTON TO WARSAW
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REFTEL: WARSAW 11871

SUMMARY

1. THE POLISH FOREIGN MINISTRY DELIVERED TO US DECEMBER 
6 A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT WALESA TO PRESIDENT CLINTON 
THANKING HIM FOR HIS MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF POLISH 
NATIONAL DAY NOVEMBER 11, WHICH ASSISTANT SECRETARY OXMAN 
DELIVERED NOVEMBER 10. THE LETTER RENEWS WALESA'S 
INVITATION TO PRESIDENT CLINTON TO PARTICIPATE IN THE



AUGUST COMMEMORATION OF THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
WARSAW UPRISING. UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF LETTER 
FOLLOWS. END SUMMARY.

UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

2. BEGIN TEXT OF UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION:
WARSAW, DECEMBER 3, 1993 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR THE CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 
OCCASION OF THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
THE POLISH STATE, WHICH YOU KINDLY CONVEYED TO ME ON 
BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, AS WELL AS IN 
YOUR OWN NAME.
I AM GRATEFUL FOR YOUR EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION FOR 
POLAND, HER HISTORIC STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE AND HER 
PRESENT EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH DEMOCRACY AND THE FREE 
MARKET ECONOMY.
I DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE ASSURANCES OF FURTHER SUPPORT OF 
YOUR GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FOR OUR COUNTRY. 
AT THE SAME TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY CONVICTION 
THAT THE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND AND 
THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTINUE TO DEVELOP AS 
SUCCESSFULLY AS IT HAS SO FAR.
I WOULD LIKE TO REPEAT MY INVITATION FOR YOU TO VISIT 
WARSAW ON AUGUST 1, 1994, TO COMMEMORATE, TOGETHER WITH 
OTHER HEADS OF STATE, THE BOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WARSAW 
UPRISING; THE EVENT WILL HAVE A SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE IN 
1994. I HOPE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT THIS WILL PROVIDE US 
WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE THE EXCHANGE WE BEGAN 
DURING MY VISIT TO WASHINGTON.
SINCERELY,
LECH WALESA 
END TEXT.
HORNBLOW
BT
#7604
NNNN
<SECT>
SECTION: 01 OF 01 
<SSN>
7604
<TOR>
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

March 1, 1994

Dear Mr. President:

I would like to express to you on behalf of the American people 
my deep appreciation for the work of the Polish Mission in 
Baghdad in protecting the interests of the United States and its 
citizens. In its capacity as the U.S. Interests Section in Iraq, 
your Mission has provided dedicated service, and we are grateful 
for its ongoing efforts.

I would like in particular to bring to your attention the 
exemplary performance of Ambassador Jan Piekarski in helping to 
obtain the release of detained American businessman Kenneth 
Beaty. Ambassador Piekarski's tireless efforts were invaluable 
in ensuring the well-being of Mr. Beaty during his imprisonment 
and in bringing pressure to bear to ensure his eventual release. 
U.S. Senator David Boren, who in November 1993 escorted Mr. Beaty 
out of Iraq following his release, has written to me describing 
Ambassador Piekarski as one of the most capable and dedicated 
diplomats the Senator has ever met. I want to pass on to you his 
praise and my personal thanks for Ambassador Piekarski's efforts 
to free Mr. Beaty. The Ambassador's work is greatly appreciated. 
In this regard, we are also grateful for the valuable insights 
provided us by your Mission on the Iraqi government's thinking on 
this matter; these insights enabled our government to make 
informed decisions on how best to resolve the situation.

The efforts of your diplomats in Baghdad illustrate yet again the 
close ties that bind our two countries together. I thank you 
again for their work in helping to free Mr. Beaty and look 
forward to continued and deeper cooperation between the United 
States and Poland in the future.

Sincerely,

CjjjudttU.

His Excellency 
Lech Walesa
President of the Republic of Poland 
Warsaw
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

e-l FEB28 p9 : 11February 28, 1994
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE

SUBJECT: Commendation for Polish Diplomat Serving 
as Chief of the U.S. Interests Section, Baghdad

Purpose

To acknowledge the superb work by a Polish diplomat on behalf of 
the United States in Iraq.

Background

As the U.S. protecting power in Iraq, Poland has played a helpful 
role in defending U.S. interests. Ambassador Jan Piekarski, the 
skilled Polish diplomat who serves as chief of the U.S. Interests 
Section in Baghdad, was instrumental in the smooth release from 
Iraqi imprisonment of U.S. businessman Ken Beaty. Piekarski's 
efforts were praised by Senator Boren in a letter to you. In 
December 1993 we sent to Polish President Walesa an unsigned 
letter from you expressing appreciation for Piekarski's work. 
Grateful, the Poles have asked for a signed original for 
Piekarski's personnel file. The text is identical to the 
unsigned letter.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Polish President Walesa commending 
Ambassador Piekarski.

Attachment
Tab A Letter to Polish President Walesa

DECLASSIFIED

CONPIDEIffTAT: 
Declassify on: OADR

E.0.13526
White House Guidelines, May 16,2017

By^NARA,Date \bMm" Vice President 
Chief of Staff



■CONFIDENTIAL 0856
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

February 23, 1994

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: RICHARD SCHIFTER

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

DANIEL FRIED^

Commendation of Polish Diplomat for 
Assistance in Iraq

On December 24, 1993, we sent to President Walesa an unsigned 
letter from the President commending Polish Ambassador Jan 
Piekarski, who has served with distinction as chief of the U.S. 
Interests Section in Baghdad. The Poles have asked for a signed 
original; State recommends we provide one.

Concurrence by:

RECOMMENDATION

Ellen LaipsonT^^

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President

Tab A Letter to Polish President Walesa Commending
Polish Diplomat 

Tab II Incoming from State

■CONFIDENTIAL- 
Declassify on: OADR

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526

White House Guidelines, May loi 2017 
By_^NARA,DateJiiM?'^



•eONFIDEN^IAL

S/S 9401823
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520

February 2, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Request for signed Presidential letter to Polish
President Walesa thanking him for Polish Help in 
Freeing Ken Beaty from Iraq

As the protecting power for the USG in Baghdad, the Poles 
have played a key role in defending U.S. interests. Most 
recently, Jan Piekarski, the Polish diplomat in Baghdad who 
serves as chief of the U.S. Interests Section, was instrumental 
in managing the smooth release from Iraqi imprisonment of U.S. 
businessman Ken Beaty. Piekarski devoted much time and 
considerable effort to Mr. Beaty’s case and to ensuring his 
well-being during his detention. Piekarski's efforts were 
rewarded when Mr. Beaty was released into Senator Boren's 
custody during the latter's November trip to Baghdad. Senator 
Boren has had high praise for Piekarski's work.

We have already provided the Poles with an unsigned letter 
from President Clinton to Polish President Walesa expressing 
appreciation for Piekarski's work on this sensitive and 
difficult issue (tab 1). While grateful for the letter, the 
Poles have asked for a signed original for Piekarski's file. 
Accordingly, the Department recommends that President Clinton 
provide a signed original of the letter to President Walesa.

The proposed draft of the letter to be signed by the 
President for delivery to President Walesa — with text 
identical to that of the unsigned letter first sent to Walesa 
— is found at tab 2.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Marc Grossman 
Executive Secretary

Attachments:
Tab 1: Cable 93 State 384644 
Tab 2: Proposed Text for Signature

CONFIDENTIAL
DEOASSIFIED

L0.13^
Department of State (kideiiKs, Sqptember 11,2806 

By^®LNARA,



PRIORITY

PAGE 01 SIAEE
ORIGIN; PL 1021

J84644 240031Z

tONriDCNTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF STATE EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

019644 S0J6920 STATE
WILLIAfI J. CLINTON

OUTGOING

384644 240031Z 019644 S0369Z0

INFO; EEVI02I EEAI02I ECC101I RAI0I) EURI04) REDI0II PPAI0II
........................... -......... 2Z/0800Z A2 SS (TOTAL COPIES: 0141

ORIGIN EUR-00

END TEXT TARNOfF

INFO lOG-00 AHAD-01 
OOOE-00 H-01 
NSCE-00 OCS-06 
SS-00 USIE-00

CA-02
TEDE-00
PA-01

/019R

CIAE-00
INR-00
PRS-01

CPR-02
ADS-00
P-01

C-01 OASY-00 
NEA-00 NSAE-00 
SSC-01 SSO-00

DRAFTED'BY; EUR/EE:HENORNAN;HEN 
APPROVED BY; EUR: AVERSHBOW 
EUR/EE:JJBORIS 
EUR/EE:TSNELL 
CA/OCS;HHARTLEY 
S/S:DEGRAZE

EUR/EE;TGERTH 
P:DRUSSELL 
NEA:SXIHNEL 

S/S-0:PPETRIHOS 
—-1403BC 240032Z /38

NSC:KAKENNEY

P 'Z40031Z DEC 93 
FH SECSTATE VASHDC 
TO AHEHBASSY NARSAW PRIORITY

-0-6 M r I D E'N T I A L STATE 384644

E.O. 12366; DECL: OADR 
TAGS; OPDC PREL CASC US PL
SUBJECT; PRESIDENTIAL LETTER COHHENDING POLISH DIPLOHAT

I. PLEASE DELIUER TO PRESIDENT NALESA THE FOLLOWING 
LETTER FROH PRESIDENT CLINTON COHHENDING THE WORK OF 
AHBASSADOR PIEKARSKI IN BAGHDAD. NO SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL 
FOLLOW.
BEGIN TEXT;

6 CPtC

DEAR HR. PRESIDENT;

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS TO YOU ON BEHALF OF THE AHERICAH 
PEOPLE HV DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THE WORK OF THE POLISH 
HISSION IN BAGHDAD IN PROTECTING THE INTERESTS OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND ITS CITIZENS. IN ITS CAPACITY AS THE 
U.S. INTEREST SECTION IN IRAQ YOUR HISSION HAS PROVIDED 
DEDICATED SERVICE. AND WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL FOR ITS 
ONGOING EFFORTS.

I WOULD LIKE IN PARTICULAR TO COHHEND TO YOU THE EXEHPLARY 
PERFORHANCE OF AHBASSADOR JAN PIEKARSKI IN HELPING TO 
OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF DETAINED ARERICAN BUSINESSHAN

KENNETH BEATY. AHBASSADOR PIEKARSKI'S TIRELESS EFFORTS 
WERE INVALUABLE IN ENSURING THE WELL-BEING OF HR. BEATY 
DURING HIS IHPRISONHENT AND IN BRINGING PRESSURE TO BEAR 
TO ENSURE HIS EVENTUAL RELEASE. U.S. SENATOR DAVID BOREN. 
WHO IN NOVERBER ESCORTED HR. BEATY OUT OF IRAQ FOLLOWING 
HIS RELEASE. HAS WRITTEN TO HE DESCRIBING AHBASSADOR 
PIEKARSKI AS ONE OF THE HOST CAPABLE AND DEDICATED 
DIPLOHATS THE SENATOR HAS EVER HET. I WANT TO PASS ON TO 
YOU HIS PRAISE AND HY PERSONAL THANKS FOR AHBASSADOR 
PIEKARSKI.S EFFORTS TO FREE HR. BEATY.

THE EFFORTS OF YOUR DIPLOHATS IN BAGHDAD ILLUSTRATE YET 
AGAIN THE CLOSE TIES THAT BIND OUR TWO COUNTRIES. I THANK 
YOU FOR THEIR WORK IN HELPING TO FREE HR. BEATY AND LOOK 
FORWARD TO CONTINUED AND DEEPER COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND POLAND IN THE FUTURE.

SINCERELY.

DECLASSIFIED 
LO.I3S26

Department of State Goidelmes, Sgtonhw Ui 2606 
By£ei.NARA, DateJoJliJj»F6

■ONflDENTIAL



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT LETTER

Dear Mr. President:

I would like to express to you on behalf of the American 

people my deep appreciation for the work of the Polish Mission 

in Baghdad in protecting the interests of the United States and 

its citizens. In its capacity as the U.S. Interest Section in 

Iraq, your mission has provided dedicated service, and we are 

grateful for its ongoing efforts.

I would like in particular to bring to your attention the 

exemplary performance of Ambassador Jan Piekarski in helping to 

obtain the release of detained American businessman 

Kenneth Beaty. Ambassador Piekarski's tireless efforts were 

invaluable in ensuring the well-being of Mr. Beaty during his 

imprisonment and in bringing pressure to bear to ensure his 

eventual release. U.S. Senator David Boren, who in November 

escorted Mr. Beaty out of Iraq following his release, has 

written to me describing Ambassador Piekarski as one of the 

most capable and dedicated diplomats the Senator has ever met.

I want to pass on to you his praise and my personal thanks for 

Ambassador Piekarski's efforts to free Mr. Beaty. The 

Ambassador's work is greatly appreciated. In this regard, we 

are also grateful for the valuable insights provided us by your 

mission on the Iraqi government's thinking on this matter; 

these insights enabled our government to make informed 

decisions on how best to resolve the situation.

His Excellency -DECLASSIFIED
Lech Walesa, ‘LO. 13526

President of the Republic of Poland,ixparmicntofStetcGniddiiMS,SepteniberU,^
By^NARA,Daw4K4^vr 

- IK

Warsaw.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT LETTER

The efforts of your diplomats in Baghdad illustrate yet 

again the close ties that bind our two countries together. I 

thank you for their work in helping to free Mr. Beaty and look 

forward to continued and deeper cooperation between the 

United States and Poland in the future.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM
9428321

Duty December 29, 1994

FOR: Mr. William Itoh
Executive Secretaiy 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

REFERENCE:

To:

From:

I>ate:

Sub):

President Clinton

President Walesa of Poland

November 30, 1994

Invitation to Auschwitz

WHRefexial Dated: 
NSCSID# Of any):

XX
The attadied item was sent directly to ffie Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

____ A draft reply is attached.

____ A draft reply will be forwarded.

____ A translation is attached.

------ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

------ We believe no response is necessary for the reason dted below.

------ The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.

XX Other (see remarks).
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cable 341666, dated 12/28/94. A copy is attached.

Director
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- unofficial translation -

November 30, 1994

Dear Mr. President,

Tragic fate ordained that Konzentrationslager Auschwitz came into existence 

at Himmler’s personal order on Polish teritory although without Poland’s participation. 

That dreary place became a symbol of the fate that people prepared for the other 

people. It became the symbol of evil, the sign of the darkest sides of human nature. We 

must always remember this.

We owe this rememberance to millions of victims of Auschwitz-Birkenau and 

other camps that were liberated by the Army of your country. That tragic sacrifice will 

not be in vain only if we make every effort so that similar events will not be repeated 

in the future.

It is my strong belief that the fiftieth anniversary of the camp’s liberation is a 

good moment to remind people and the world the meaning of that symbolic place.

The Honorable 
William J. Clinton
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

1*7
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The place which, alongside Hiroshima, became one of tlie darkest chapters of 

our century. I am sure that our strong appeal: „Let it never happen again” should sound 

precisely from behind the barbed wires of the former Konzentrationslager Auschwitz. I 

have decided to assume honorary patronage of the commemoration of the fiftieth 

anniversary of the camp’s liberation. I know that my colleagues - the Nobel Peace 

Prize laureates - have been invited to take part in the ceremony. I ask you to join in this 

very important observance. I believe that the leaders of the nations whose citizens were 

victims of Konzentrationslager Auschwitz as well as the leaders of the countries whose 

armies brought freedom to the camps, should once again after fifty years warn against 

the threat of totalitarism, fanaticism and nationalism.

I would like to take this opportunity and wish you and your beatiful coimtry all 

the best.

/-/LechWal?sa
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s/s 9422237

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520

SeptemBer■29, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR:

SUBJECT:

Mr. William Itoh 
Executive Secretary- 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence

- ■ V C •' i' - i ' ■ ■

: .Enclosed IS the original of a letter to President Clinton
from Polish President Lech Walesa
which is,,tx-ansmitted for your information.

■ / .This correspondence was received in the Information Resources 
Management Section of the Executive Secretariat on September 29, 1994 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

: n

/.

Inf

iL
Ch^ie^, S/S-IRM/RMD 

tion Resources Management Section 
Records Management Division 

Executive Secretariat 
647-2991



Washington, September 26, 1994

Dear Madam,

I have the honor to forward the letter (with unofficial 
translation) from Mr. Lech Walesa, President of the Republic 

of Poland addressed to Mr. William J. Clinton, President 
of the United States of America with kind request to 

transmit it to the White House.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

Jerzy Kozminski 
Ambassador

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.



unofficial translation

Warsaw, September 23, 1994

Mr. President,

We are receiving information that the question of enlarging 

the Atlantic Alliance is becoming the subject of wider 

reflection in the United States and in other NATO countries. We 

see this as the fulfillment of the words we heard from you in 

Warsaw, including your reference to the need of consulting the 

allies on this issue. We are grateful for this.

In a matter of days you will be meeting with President 
Yeltsin. We await this meeting attentively. Please accept our 

best wishes for the success of your talks. Their outcome will 
be of importance not only for the United States and Russia, but 
for other countries as well. This prompts me to share some 

thoughts with you regarding the question of enlarging NATO.

Poland wishes to join NATO. Our position on this is 

absolutely clear and is founded on a broad consensus of 
opinion, both within our nation as a whole and among the 

leading political forces in Poland.

T1e Honorable 
William J.Clinton
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.



In this respect, I would like to emphasize once more that 
this aspiration on our part is not, and never has been, 
directed against Russia or her interests. It does not result 

from any sense of threat from Russia. We are not seeking 

protection. What we want are solid and firm guarantees of 
security. Given the tragic experiences of our nation, this 

desire is fully understandable.

By joining NATO, we also wish to extend the area of 
stability that is today primarily represented by the countries 

of the European Union and NATO. Poland is not involved in any 

territorial or ethnic conflict. Instead, our country has 

friendly relations with all her neighbors, soundly based on 

bilateral treaties. We contribute actively to regional 
cooperation in Central Europe, around the Baltic Sea and at the 

all-European level. We are one of the chief participants in the 

peace-keeping operations of the United Nations and the peace 

missions of che CSCE. Conseguently, we not merely feel entitled 

to apply for membership in NATO, but we also believe that we 

have a part to play in achieving the principal task facing NATO 

today, that of ensuring stability and security throughout the 

whole of Europe.

This is also in the interests of Russia. As a great power, 
she should feel responsible - as the United States do - for the 

affairs of Europe.

Poland as a "grey zone", as the subject of competition from 

inside and outside would not be a factor of European stability.

It is not our intention to see Poland's entry into NATO 

resulting in the establishment of new lines and new divisions 

within Europe. We fully share the concern you, Mr. President, 
have frequently expressed that this should not be allowed to 

happen. We have no wish of becoming a front-line state. This 

would be against our obvious security and economic interests.



Our geographical proximity to Russia means that there is 

probably no other country with a comparable interest both in 

the complete success of the historic changes under way in that 

country, and in maintaining good relations with her. We regret, 

however, that our interest in constructive cooperation has as 

yet to be matched by a similar resolve on the part of Russia. 
Our desire is for Russia to become an integral element in a 

global security and economic system. We were certainly one of 
the first countries to recognize the need to include Russia 

within the Group of Seven (on this point, let me recall my 

letter to you of last September). We genuinely welcomed 

Russia's decision to accede to Partnership for Peace, and the 

prospects for her dialogue with NATO on other matters besides 

PfP.

The establishment of a solid partnership between NATO and 

Russia, which we hope to see come to fruition, cannot, however, 
lead to the marginalization of Central Europe. The countries of 
this region must be given the chance to determine their own 

place, including the possibility to join NATO.

The enlargement of NATO should be accompanied by measures 

to strengthen confidence and to ensure that Partnership for 

Peace, the NACC and the CSCE are reinforced and made more 

effective. These objectives are not incompatible with NATO's 

enlargement; they can be achieved in parallel. However, they do 

reguire both goodwill and determination not to view security in 

terms of a balance of power. These terms are in our new 

situation simply not adequate. What we really need are 
genuinely concerted efforts in pursuit of peace and stability, 

including cooperation with NATO, to the point of full 
membership being made available to those countries interested 

in joining.



We are realists. We understand that enlarging the 

membership of NATO is a delicate and complex question. We are 

willing to cooperate in seeking a solution to this question 

that would not jeopardize the legitimate interests of any party 

concerned, that would allow Poland to become a credible member 
of NATO, one capable of fulfilling her commitments, and that 

would consolidate stability and security in Europe.
I believe, Mr President, that your talks with President 

Yeltsin could become a major step towards finding such a 

solution.

Please allow me, Mr President, to assure you of my deepest 
respect.

Hoping that we may be able to meet in Buffalo,

I remain.

Lech Waiesa



Prezydent
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej

Warszawa, dnia 23 wrzesnia 1994 roku

Panie Prezydencie!

Otrzymujemy informacje, ze kwestia rozszerzenia Sojuszu 

Atlantyckiego staje si^ przedmiotem szerszej refleksji 

w Stanach Zjednoczonych i w innych panstwach NATO. Widzimy to 

jako wypeinienie Pana slow wypowiedzianych w Warszawie, 

w tym takze o potrzebie konsultacji z sojusznikami 

w tej sprawie. Jestesmy za to wdzipczni,

Za kilka dni spotka si^ Pan z Prezydentem Jelcynem. 

Oczekujemy tego spotkania z uwagg. Proszp przyjgc najlepsze 

zyczenia powodzenia tych rozmow. Ich wynik bpdzie wazny 

nie tylko dla Stanow Zjednoczonych i Rosji, ale i dla innych 

krajow. To mnie tez sklania do podzielenia sie z Panem 

kilkoma myslami dotyczgcymi sprawy rozszerzenia NATO.

Polska chce przyigczyc sie do NATO. Nasze stanowisko 

jest absolutnie klarowne i oparte o szeroki consensus zardwno 

spoleczehstwa, jak i giownych sil politycznych.

I an
Bill Clinton
Prezydent Stanow Zjednoczonych Ameryki 
Bialy Dom 
Waszyngton, D.C.



Chcialbym jednak podkreslic raz jeszcze, ze dazenie to 

nie byio i nie jest wymierzone przeciwko Rosji 

czy jej interesom. Nie wynika z poczucia zagrozenia ze strony 

Rosji. Nie szukamy protekcji. Chcemy solidnych i trwaiych 

gwarancji bezpieczenstwa. Biorac zas pod uwagQ tragiczne 

doswiadczenia mojego narodu dazenie to musi bye w peini 

zrozumiaie.

Przystapujac do NATO chcemy rownoczesnie rozszerzac 

strefa stabilnosci, ktora dzis reprezentuja giownie pahstwa 

Unii Europejskiej i NATO. Polska nie ma zadnych konfliktow 

terytorialnych i narodowych. Ma natomiast przyjazne 

i uregulowane traktatowo stosunki ze wszystkimi swoimi 

sasiadami. Wnosi wklad do regionalnej wspolpracy w Europie 

Srodkowej, wokoi Baityku oraz do wspolpracy 

ogolnoeuropejskiej. Jest jednym z glownych uezestnikow 

operaeji pokojowych ONZ i misji pokojowych KBWE. Czujemy sip 

nie tylko upowaznieni do starah o czlonkostwo NATO, 

ale i uwazamy, ze mozemy przyczynic si^ do realizaeji 

glownego dzis zadania NATO, jakim jest stabilizaeja 

i bezpieczehstwo w calej Europie.

Lezy to rbwniez w interesie Rosji. Bcdac wielkim 

mocarstwem winna ona bowiem - podobnie jak Stany 

Zjednoczone - poczuwac sia takze do odpowiedzialnosci 

za sprawy europejskie.

Polska jako "szara strefa", jako przedmiot 

wspolzawodiiictwa majg;ego swe zrodla wewnQtrzn i zewn^trzne 

nie bQdzie czynnikiem stabilizaeji europejskiej.



Nie chcemy, aby wejscie Polski do NATO oznaczalo 

ustanowienie nowych linii i nowych podziaiow w Europie. 

Podzielamy w pelni wyrazan^ wielokrotnie przez Pana troskq, 

aby tak sie nie staio. Nie d^zymy do tego, aby stac si^ 

paiistwem frontowym. Przemawiajg przeciwko temu oczywiste 

wzgledy bezpieczenstwa i wzglgdy gospodarcze. Nasza bliskosc 

geograficzna do Rosji sprawia, ze nie ma prawdopodobnie 

drugiego panstwa bardziej zainteresowanego zarowno peinym 

sukcesem historycznych przemian zachodzgcych w tym kraju, 

jak i dobrymi z nim stosunkami. Ubolewamy natomiast, ze nasze 

zainteresowanie konstruktywng wspoipracg nie spotyka 

siQ dotychczas z rownie zdecydowanym pragnieniem Rosji. 

Chcemy, aby Rosja staia sie nieodigczng czgscig swiatowego 

systemu bezpieczenstwa i gospodarki. Bylismy z pewnoscig 

jednym z pierwszych pahstw, ktore uznaly za potrzebne 

wig.czenie Rosji do Grupy G-7 (przypomng moj list do Pana 

z wrzesnia ubiegiego roku) . Szczerze powitalismy przylg.czenie 

sig Rosji do Partnerstwa dla Pokoju i zapowiedz dialogu 

z NATO rowniez w innych dziedzinach niz PdP.

Ustanowienie solidnego partnerstwa migdzy NATO i Rosjg, 

CO mamy nadziejg nastgpi, nie moze jednak oznaczac 

marginalizacji Europy Srodkowej. Panstwa tego obszaru winny 

miec szanse okreslenia swojego miejsca, w tym przyla^czenia 

sig do NATO.

Rozszerzeniu NATO winny towarzyszyc posuni^cia, 

ktore wzmacnialyby zaufanie oraz utrwalaly i czynily bardziej 

skutecznymi PfP, NACC i KBWE. Cele te nie sg sprzeczne 

z rozszerzeniem NATO; sg mozliwe do jednoczesnego 

osiggniecia. Wymagajg jednak dobrej woli i odejscia 

od szukania bezpieczenstwa w kategoriach rownowagi sil.



to kategorie nieadekwatne dla nowych warunkdw. 

Potrzebujemy natomiast rzeczywiscie wspolnych dzialan 

na rzecz pokoju i stabilnosci, w tym wspoipracy z NATO 

az do mozliwosci uzyskania peinego czionkostwa przez 

zainteresowane panstwa.

Jestesmy realistami. Rozumiemy, ze rozszerzenie NATO 

jest sprawg, delikatng, i ziozong,. Jestesmy gotowi 

do wspoipracy w poszukiwaniu sposobow jej rozwig.zania 

tak, aby nie byiy naruszone niczyje uzasadnione interesy, 

aby Polska mogla bye wiarygodnym i zdolnym do wykonywania 

swoich zobowig,zan czlonkiem NATO oraz tak, aby stabilnosc 

i bezpieczenstwo w Europie byiy umocnione.

S^dz^, ze Pana rozmowy z Prezydentem Jelcynem mogg, bye 

niezv/ykle waznym punktem w poszukiwaniu takiego rozwigzania.

Prosz^ przyjg.c Panie Prezydencie wyrazy najwyzszego 

szacunku.

Majac nadzieje, ze bedziemy mogli spotkac sie w Buffalo,

pozostaje

Lech Walesa



Prezydent
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej

Warszawa, dnia 23 wrzesnia 1994 roku

Panie Prezydencie!

Otrzymujemy informacje, ze kwestia rozszerzenia Sojuszu 

Atlantyckiego staje si^ przedmiotem szerszej refleksji 

w Stanach Zjednoczonych i w innych panstwach NATO. Widzimy to 

jako wypeinienie Pana slow wypowiedzianych w Warszawie, 

w tym takze o potrzebie konsultacji z sojusznikami 

w tej sprawie. Jestesmy za to wdzi^czni.

Za kilka dni spotka sip Pan z Prezydentem Jelcynem. 

Oczekujemy tego spotkania z uwag^. ProszQ przyj^c najlepsze 

zyczenia powodzenia tych rozmow. Ich wynik bpdzie wazny 

nie tylko dla Stanow Zjednoczonych i Rosji, ale i dla innych 

krajow. To mnie tez sklania do podzielenia sip z Panem 

kilkoma myslami dotycz^cymi sprawy rozszerzenia NATO.

Polska chce przyl^czyc sip do NATO. Nasze stanowisko 

jest absolutnie klarowne i oparte o szeroki consensus zarbwno 

spoleczeristwa, jak i glownych sil politycznych.

Pan
Bill Clinton
Prezydent Stanow Zjednoczonych Ameryki 
Bialy Dom 
Waszyngton, D.C.



Chciaibym jednak podkreslic raz jeszcze, ze d^,zenie to 

nie byio i nie jest wymierzone przeciwko Rosji 

czy jej interesom. Nie wynika z poczucia zagrozenia ze strony 

Rosji. Nie szukamy protekcji. Chcemy solidnych i trwaiych 

gwarancji bezpieczenstwa. Biorgc zas pod uwag^ tragiczne 

doswiadczenia mojego narodu dg,zenie to musi bye w pelni 

zrozumiale.

PrzystQpujgc do NATO chcemy rownoczesnie rozszerzac 

strefQ stabilnosci, ktor^ dzis reprezentujg giownie pahstwa 

Unii Europejskiej i NATO. Polska nie ma zadnych konfliktow 

terytorialnych i narodowych. Ma natomiast przyjazne 

i uregulowane traktatowo stosunki ze wszystkimi swoimi 

s^siadami. Wnosi wklad do regionalnej wspolpracy w Europie 

Srodkowej, wokol Baltyku oraz do wspdlpracy 

ogolnoeuropejskiej. Jest jednym z glownych uezestnikow 

operaeji pokojowych ONZ i misji pokojowych KBWE. Czujemy si^ 

nie tylko upowaznieni do starah o czlonkostwo NATO, 

ale i uwazamy, ze mozemy przyczynic siQ do realizaeji 

glownego dzis zadania NATO, jakim jest stabilizaeja 

i bezpieczehstwo w caiej Europie.

Lezy to rdwniez w interesie Rosji. Bodq,c wielkim 

mocarstwem winna ona bowiem - podobnie jak Stany 

Zjednoczone - poczuwac siq takze do odpowiedzialnosci 

za sprawy europejskie.

Polska jako "szara strefa", jako przedmiot 

wspoizawodnictwa majgcego swe zrodla wewn^trzne i zewn^trzne 

nie bqdzie czynnikiem stabilizaeji europejskiej.



Nie chcemy, aby wejscie Polski do NATO oznaczalo 

ustanowienie nowych linii i nowych podziaiow w Europie. 

Podzielamy w peini wyrazan^ wielokrotnie przez Pana troskQ, 

aby tak si^ nie staio. Nie d^zymy do tego, aby stac si^ 

paristwem frontowym. Przemawiajg, przeciwko temu oczywiste 

wzgl^dy bezpieczenstv/a i wzglqdy gospodarcze. Nasza bliskosc 

geograficzna do Rosji sprawia, ze nie ma prawdopodobnie 

drugiego paristwa bardziej zainteresowanego zarowno peinym 

sukcesem historycznych przemian zachodzg,cych w tym kraju, 

jak i dobrymi z nim stosunkami. Ubolewamy natomiast, ze nasze 

zainteresowanie konstruktywng, wspoiprac^ nie spotyka 

sig dotychczas z rownie zdecydowanym pragnieniem Rosji. 

Chcemy, aby Rosja staia si^ nieodigczng czescig swiatowego 

systemu bezpieczeristwa i gospodarki. Bylismy z pewnosci^ 

jednym z pierwszych pahstw, ktore uznaiy za potrzebne 

wigczenie Rosji do Grupy G-7 (przypomn^ moj list do Pana 

z wrzesnia ubieglego roku) . Szczerze powitalismy przylq.czenie 

si^ Rosji do Partnerstwa dla Pokoju i zapowiedz dialogu 

z NATO rowniez w innych dziedzinach niz PdP.

Ustanowienie solidnego partnerstwa mi^dzy NATO i Rosjg., 

CO mamy nadziejq nast^pi, nie moze jednak oznaczac 

marginalizacji Europy Srodkowej. Paristwa tego obszaru winny 

miec szanse okreslenia swojego miejsca, w tym przylg,czenia 

si^ do NATO.

Rozszerzeniu NATO winny towarzyszyc posuni^cia, 

ktore wzmacniaiyby zaufanie oraz utrwalaly i czynily bardziej 

skutecznymi PfP, NACC i KBWE. Cele te nie sa sprzeczne 

z rozszerzeniem NATO; sg mozliwe do jednoczesnego 

osiggniecia. Wymagajg jednak dobrej woli i odejscia 

od szukania bezpieczeristwa w kategoriach rownowagi sil.



to kategorie nieadekwatne dla nowych warunkow. 

Potrzebujemy natomiast rzeczywiscie wspolnych dziatan

na rzecz pokoju i stabilnosci, w tym wspoipracy z NATO
I t

az do mozliwosci uzyskania pelnego czionkostwa przez 

zainteresowane panstwa. '' ,

Jestesmy realistami. Rozumiemy, ze rozszerzenie NATO 

jest sprawg, delikatng, i ziozong. Jestesmy gotowi 

do wspoipracy w poszukiwaniu sposobow jej rozwig,zania 

tak, aby nie byiy naruszone niczyje uzasadnione interesy, 

aby Polska mogla bye wiarygodnym i zdolnym do wykonywania 

swoich zobowigzan czlonkiem NATO braz tak, aby stabilnosc 

i bezpieczenstwo w Europie byiy umocnione.

Sg,dzQ, ze Pana rozmowy z Prezydentem Jelcynem mogg, bye 

niezwykle waznym punktem w poszukiwaniu takiego rozwig,zania.

Prosze przyj^c Panic Prezydencie wyrazy najwyzszego 

szacunku.

Majg.c nadziejQ, ze bgdziemy mogli spotkac sig w Buffalo,

pozostajg

Lech Waiqsa

lotocopy Misc. Handwriting



unofficial translation

Warsaw, September 23, 1994

Mr. President,

We are receiving information that the question of enlarging 

the Atlantic Alliance is becoming the subject of wider 

reflection in the United States and in other NATO countries. We 

see this as the fulfillment of the words we heard from you in 

Warsaw, including your reference to the need of consulting the 

allies on this issue. We are grateful for this.

In a matter of days you will be meeting with President 
Yeltsin. We await this meeting attentively. Please accept our 

best wishes for the success of your talks. Their outcome will 
be of importance not only for the United States and Russia, but 
for other countries as well. This prompts me to share some 

thoughts with you regarding the question of enlarging NATO.

Poland wishes to join NATO. Our position on this is 

absolutely clear and is founded on a broad consensus of 

opinion, both within our nation as a whole and among the 

leading political forces in Poland.

The Honorable 
William J.Clinton
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.



In this respect, I would like to emphasize once more that 

this aspiration on our part is not, and never has been, 
directed against Russia or her interests. It does not result 

from any sense of threat from Russia. We are not seeking 

protection. What we want are solid and firm guarantees of 

security. Given the tragic experiences of our nation, this 

desire is fully understandable.

By joining NATO, we also wish to extend the area of 

stability that is today primarily represented by the countries 

of the European Union and NATO. Poland is not involved in any 

territorial or ethnic conflict. Instead, our country has 

friendly relations with all her neighbors, soundly based on 

bilateral treaties. We contribute actively to regional 
cooperation in Central Europe, around the Baltic Sea and at the 

all-European level. We are one of the chief participants in the 

peace-keeping operations of the United Nations and the peace 

missions of the CSCE. Consequently, we not merely feel entitled 

to apply for membership in NATO, but we also believe that we 

have a part to play in achieving the principal task facing NATO 

today, that of ensuring stability and security throughout the 

whole of Europe.

This is also in the interests of Russia. As a great power, 
she should feel responsible - as the United States do - for the 

affairs of Europe.

Poland as a "grey zone", as the subject of competition from 

inside and outside would not be a factor of European stability.

It is not our intention to see Poland's entry into NATO 

resulting in the establishment of new lines and new divisions 

within Europe. We fully share the concern you, Mr. President, 
have frequently expressed that this should not be allowed to 

happen. We have no wish of becoming a front-line state. This 

would be against our obvious security and economic interests.



Our geographical proximity to Russia means that there is 

probably no other country with a comparable interest both in 

the complete success of the historic changes under way in that 

country, and in maintaining good relations with her. We regret, 

however, that our interest in constructive cooperation has as 

yet to be matched by a similar resolve on the part of Russia. 
Our desire is for Russia to become an integral element in a 

global security and economic system. We were certainly one of 

the first countries to recognize the need to include Russia 

within the Group of Seven (on this point, let me recall my 

letter to you of last September). We genuinely welcomed 

Russia's decision to accede to Partnership for Peace, and the 

prospects for her dialogue with NATO on other matters besides 

PfP.

The establishment of a solid partnership between NATO and 

Russia, which we hope to see come to fruition, cannot, however, 
lead to the marginalization of Central Europe. The countries of 

this region must be given the chance to determine their own 

place, including the possibility to join NATO.

The enlargement of NATO should be accompanied by measures 

to strengthen confidence and to ensure that Partnership for 

Peace, the NACC and the CSCE are reinforced and made more 

effective. These objectives are not incompatible with NATO's 

enlargement; they can be achieved in parallel. However, they do 

require both goodwill and determination not to view security in 

terms of a balance of power. These terms are in our new 

situation simply not adequate. What we really need are 

genuinely concerted efforts in pursuit of peace and stability, 

including cooperation with NATO, to the point of full 
membership being made available to those countries interested 

in joining.



We are realists. We understand that enlarging the 

membership of NATO is a delicate and complex question. We are 

willing to cooperate in seeking a solution to this question 

that would not jeopardize the legitimate interests of any party 

concerned, that would allow Poland to become a credible member 
of NATO, one capable of fulfilling her commitments, and that 

would consolidate stability and security in Europe.
I believe, Mr President, that your talks with President 

Yeltsin could become a major step towards finding such a 

solution.

Please allow me, Mr President, to assure you of my deepest 
respect.

Hoping that we may be able to meet in Buffalo,

I remain.

Lech Walosa



Washington, September 26, 1994

Dear Madam,

I have the honor to forward the letter (with unofficial 
translation) from Mr. Lech Walesa, President of the Republic 

of Poland addressed to Mr. William J. Clinton, President 
of the United States of America with kind request to 

transmit it to the White House.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

Jerzy Kozmihski 
Ambassador

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 21, 1994

Dear Mr. President;

taking place October 22-23.
I understand your strong interest in Poland's full integration 
Lt"pSli"tical. economic -d security structures 

developed democratic world, wants to see the
democL^ic coLinitJ expanded to include ^^e

rrcra^ircoLirity^b^efond thf ^fd'bou^darls imposed during the 

Cold War is one of my priorities as President.
This process has iast'januiry ^Hxpand

rnrr^rt^iisj rffarS^^
i“i ilfo^t“ Iiilud?fg
?:-rti\on?rnurtr=irh-ru-;d ^
process continues.

continued reforms in Poland.



Poland and the United States have come a long way together since

well as for continuing to represent U.S. interests in Iraq.

I know your talks with Ambassador Albright will be useful and I 
look forward to hearing from her about them. I wish^you a 
pleasant and productive stay in the United States and send my 

best regards until our next meeting.

Sincerely,

His Excellency 
Lech Walesa
President of the Republic of Poland 

Warsaw



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 21, 1994

Dear Mr. Pawlak;
Ambassador Albright has graciously agreed to act
^oy to President Walesa and to you and to represent me at the 
50th Anniversary Convention of the Polish-American Congress 

taking place October 22-23.
The United States and Poland share a fundamental strategic 
obiective- the expansion of the developed democratic world to 
Seicomiloland and ether market democracies In your regroh_
Indeed the expansion of the democratic world beyond the old 
JcunShS impLed daring the Cold War is one of my priorities as

President-.
Our countries have made great strides toward this goal since 
1989 Security cooperation, including the eventual expansion o NMo; ifonreLmen? of this process and I look forward to next

Steps.
It is equally important to see the promise of 1989 fulfilled in 
eLnLic and^oclal areas as well. Poland has made great strides
since launching its pathbreaking thfaew
Poland's path has been the right path. Nearly all the ne 
democracies of Central and Eastern Europe have
stresses, in large part due to the collapse of the former soviet 
anH P;=i<^t German markets. Yet few have made as much progress as 
Poland, which has held to reforms with^a tenacity and consistency 
that have impressed the world. Poland's future depend 

• success of tLse reforms and I have confidence you and your 

government will continue to move ahead.

At the same time, I recognize the social and economic 
difficulties experienced by millions of Poles. Even as yo 
continue to implement market reforms, high unemployment regional depreLion must.be addressed. I want you to ^<now that 

the United States stands ready to assist where it can, wor i g 
with Poland, Poland's other friends and international financi 
institutions to help alleviate these stresses and to support 
continued reforms in Poland.



I know your talks with Ambassador Albright will be useful and I 
look forward to hearing from your about them. I wish you a 
pleasant and productive stay in the United States and send mv 

best regards until our next meeting.

Sincerely,

His Excellency 
Waldemar Pawlak 
Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Poland 

Warsaw
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM:

SUBJECT:

ANTHONY

Letters to Polish President Walesa and Prime 
Minister Pawlak

Purpose
To convey greetings to the Polish leaders during their private 
stay in the United States.

Background

At White House request, Ambassador Albright has agreed to 
represent you at a major Polish-American event -- the 50th 
Anniversary Convention of the Polish-American Congress -- in 
Buffalo on October 22-23. She also will be your envoy to 
President Walesa and Prime Minister Pawlak, who will be attending 

the Convention.

Ambassador Albright asked that we prepare letters from you to 
Walesa Pawlak. These are attached below.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letters to President Walesa and Prime Minister 

Pawlak.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to President Walesa
Tab B Letter to Prime Minister Pawlak

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526

White House Guidelines, May 16,2017 Byi^NARA,

■gONFIDEHTIAfe 
Declassify on: OADR

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff



coHriDiajTiM.
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON D.C. 20506

October 20, 1994

8573

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH:

FROM: DANIEL FRI

SUBJECT:

RICHARD SCHIFTER

Presidential Letters to President Lech Walesa and 
Polish Premier Pawlak

At White House request and with NSC concurrence, Ambassador 
Albright will represent the President at the 50th Anniversary 
Convention of the Polish-American Congress held October 22-23 in 
Buffalo. She also will act as a special envoy to President 
Walesa and Premier Pawlak, who will be attending.

Albright will hold bilaterals with Walesa and Pawlak. She 
requested that we prepare Presidential letters for her to 
deliver. These are attached. i

Concurrence by: Alexander Vershbo^, Nicholas Burns
I

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the Memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

Attachment
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Letter to President Walesa 
Tab B Letter to Prime Minister Pawlak

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526

White House Guidelines, May 16,2017
Byj^S^NARA, DateJLiiliifol't 

P tots-0^13
CONFIDENTH>rL 
Declassify on: OADR
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Wl

Washington, October 13, 1994

Dear Madam,

With the reference to my letter of September 16,
1994 I have the honor to forward the original letter 

from Mr. Lech Walesa, President of the Republic of Poland 

addressed to Mr. william J. Clinton, President of the 

United States of America with kind reguest to transmit 

it to the White House.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

V Ambassador 

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America



PrezyJent
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej

Warszawa, dnia 09 wrzesnia 1994 roku

Szanowny Panie Prezydencie,

PiszQ w nawig,zaniu do Pariskiego listu z dnia 23 lipca br.

Do kwestii, ktore poruszyl Pan w swoim liscie, 
a dotyczgcych ogromnej tragedii, jaka ma miejsce w Rwandzie 
i mi^dzynarodowej akcji pomocy dla um^czonego narodu tego 
kraju, przywigzujemy w Polsce duze znaczenie.

Tragedia ta, w tym nieludzkie warunki w obozach dla 
uchodzcow, poruszyly do glpbi serca i umysly Polakow. Polskie 
organizacje charytatywne, jak i koscielne podj^iy aktywng, akcjq 
zbierania funduszy na huraanitarn^ pomoc dla uchodzcow 
rwandyjskich. Akcjg tp zdecydowanie wsparly wladze 
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej przyznajgc odpowiednie fundusze na 
zakup lekow i sprzQtu medycznego oraz sfinansowanie kosztow 
transportu do Rwandy.

Uwzgl^dniajg,c nasze obecne mozliwosci, ktore sg, niestety 
bardzo ograniczone, wyslalismy w polowie sierpnia br. dwa 
samoloty specjalne z rzgdowg i spoieczng pomocg dla uchodzcow 
rwandyjskich. Pomoc ta, dostarczona do obozu uchodzcow w Goma 
oceniona zostaia jako bardzo trafiona i potrzebna. Polscy 
lekarze wyjechali do Rwandy jako pierwsi w ramach programu 
organizowanego przez Stowarzyszenie Lekarze Swiata. Polska 
przyczynila siq w ten sposob do mipdzynarodowej akcji 
humanitarnej ratowania zycia uchodzcow rwandyjskich zagrozonych 
glodem i chorobami. Cieszy mnie, iz zostalo to wlasciwie 
docenione przez miqdzynarodowych koordynatordw akcji pomocy 
dla Rwandy, w tym przez Miedzynarodowg Federacjg Czerwonego 
Krzyza i Czerwonego Poiksiqzyca.

Pragnq podkreslic znaczny udzial polskich ksigzy i siostr 
zakonnych. Wielu z nich nie opuscilo Rwandy w najciQzszym 
okresie walk, z narazeniem zycia niosgc pomoc materialng 
i ducho^ g, chronigc przesladowanych i uciekinierow.

Jego Ekscelencja
William J. Clinton
Prezydent Stanow Zjednoczonych
Ameryki
Waszyngton, D.C.



Nasze wysiiki nie ograniczajg, siq do pomocy humanitarnej . 
W raraach UNAMIR w Rwandzie siuzy obecnie trzech polskich 
oficerow. Rozszerzenie polskiego udzialu w tej misji byloby 
jednak trudne. W polskich kontyngentach wojskowych 
uczestnicz^cych w operacjach pokojowych ONZ siuzy juz ponad 
dwa tysi^ce zolnierzy i oficerdw. Tak znacz^ce zaangazowanie 
stanowi duze obci^zenie dla nas i powoduje, iz nie jestesmy 
obecnie w stanie zaoferowac wlasnego kontyngentu wojskowego 
do Rwandy.

Jednoczesnie milo mi poinformowac Pana Prezydenta, 
iz Pahska sugestia dotyczg,ca wyposazenia jednego z batalionow 
afrykahskich w polski sprzqt wojskowy jest wnikliwie 
rozpatrywana w Ministerstwie Obrony Narodowej.

W pelni podzielam Pana opinio, Panie Prezydencie, iz nie 
mozna dopuscic do dalszej degradacji sytuacji w Rwandzie oraz, 
iz niezb^dne s^ nowe energiczne wysiiki dla jej uspokojenia.

Z wyrazami szacunku

(_ Lech Walesa
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Washington, October 13, 1994

Dear Madam,

With the reference to my letter of September 16,
1994 I have the honor to forward the original letter 

from Mr. Lech Walesa, President of the Republic of Poland 

addressed to Mr. William J. Clinton, President of the 

United States of America with kind request to transmit 

it to the White House.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

^ Ambassador 

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.



PrezyJent
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej

Warszawa, dnia 09 wrzesnia 1994 roku

Szanowny Panie Prezydencie,

Pisz^ w nawiq,zaniu do Panskiego listu z dnia 23 lipca br.

Do kwestii, ktore poruszyl Pan w swoim liscie, 
a dotyczgcych ogromnej tragedii, jaka ma miejsce w Rwandzie 
i miqdzynarodowej akcji pomocy dla uitiQczonego narodu tego 
kraju, przywig.zujemy w Polsce duze znaczenie.

Tragedia ta, w tym nieludzkie warunki w obozach dla 
uchodzcow, poruszyiy do gi^bi serca i umysly Polakow. Polskie 
organizacje charytatywne, jak i koscielne podjoly aktywng akcjq 
zbierania funduszy na humanitarng pomoc dla uchodzcow 
rwandyjskich. Akcjo tQ zdecydowanie wsparly wladze 
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej przyznajgc odpowiednie fundusze na 
zakup lekow i sprzQtu medycznego oraz sfinansowanie kosztow 
transportu do Rwandy.

Uwzgl^dniajgc nasze obecne mozliwosci, ktore sg niestety 
bardzo ograniczone, wyslalismy w polowie sierpnia br. dwa 
samoloty specjalne z rzgdowg i spoieczng pomocg dla uchodzcow 
rwandyjskich. Pomoc ta, dostarczona do obozu uchodzcow w Goma 
oceniona zostala jako bardzo trafiona i potrzebna. Polscy 
lekarze wyjechali do Rwandy jako pierwsi w ramach programu 
organizowanego przez Stowarzyszenie Lekarze Swiata. Polska 
przyczynita sig w ten sposob do mi^dzynarodowej akcji 
humanitarnej ratowania zycia uchodzcow rwandyjskich zagrozonych 
giodem i chorobami. Cieszy mnie, iz zostalo to wlasciwie 
docenione przez migdzynarodowych koordynatorow akcji pomocy 
dla Rwandy, w tym przez MiQdzynarodowg, Federacj^ Czerwonego 
Krzyza i Czerwonego Pdlksiqzyca.

PragnQ podkreslic znaczny udzial polskich ksiQzy i siostr 
zakonnych. Wielu z nich nie opuscilo Rwandy w najciqzszym 
okresie walk, z narazeniem zycia niosgc pomoc materialn^ 
i duchowa, chronigc przesladowanych i uciekinierow.

Jego Ekscelencja 
William J. Clinton 
Prezydent Stanow Zjednoczonych 
Ameryki
Waszyngton, D.C.



Nasze wysilki nie ograniczaj^ si^ do pomocy humanitarnej. 
W ramach UNAMIR w Rwandzie sluzy obecnie trzech polskich 
oficerow. Rozszerzenie polskiego udziaiu w tej misji hjyloby 
jednak trudne. W polskich kontyngentach wojbkowych 
uczestniczq,cych w operacjach pokojowych ONZ sluzy juz ponad 
dwa tysi^ce zolnierzy i oficerow. Tak znaczg^ce za^ngazowanie 
stanowi duze obcig^zenie dla nas i powoduje, iz nie, >^e,stesmy 
obecnie w stanie zaoferowac wlasnego kontyngentu wogskowego 
do Rwandy.

Jednoczesnie milo mi poinformowac Pana 
iz Pariska sugestia dotycz^ca wyposazenia jednego z 
afrykahskich w polski sprz^t wojskowy jest 
rozpatrywana w Ministerstwie Obrony Narodowej.

Prezydenta,
batalionow
wnikliwie

W pelni podzielam Pana opinio, Panie Prezydencie, iz nie 
mozna dopuscic do dalszej degradacji sytuacji w Rwandzie oraz, 
iz hiezb^dne s^ nowe energiczne wysilki dla jej uspokojenia.

Z wyrazami szacunku

C Lech WalQsa

notocopy Mi sc. Hanawnting
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REMARKS: Walesa's letter responds to president Clinton' s 
November 27 message (State 317227) to CSCE participants 
outlining U.S. positions going into the summit. No response 
is necessary since the summit has occurred (Dec. 5-6) and 
the Secretary met with Polish Foreign Minister Olechowski to 
discuss these and other points just prior to
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division

LS No. 145990 
JS
Polish

President of the 
Republic of Poland

Warsaw
December 2, 1994

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you very much for your letter of November 28. I am 

also glad that we are going to meet in Budapest. I agree that 

it will be a meeting of enormous signifance. In your letter you 

kindly shared with me your reflections on the role of the 

Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. I have 

carefully considered the views expressed in it and am pleased 

to note that I agree with them completely.
I share your opinion regarding the vision of a new Europe. 

Poland also seeks to eliminate the old divisions through 

expansion of existing, tested security structures. NATO remains 

for us the key element in the stabilization process.
Poland also constantly seeks to strengthen the CSCE and 

increase its effectiveness as an instrument for establishing 

ties in the region extending from Vancouver to Vladivostok.

Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the 
United States of America 
Washington, D.C.



- 2 -

The CSCE has a record of solid accomplishment in 

establishing rules of conduct between states. We must now 

concentrate on ways to implement them. Like you, I believe that 

the CSCE must become more effective in the area of early 

warning and preventive diplomacy and in facilitating the 

decision-making process.
I also share your views regarding the code of conduct for 

nations in the field of security, work on the principles of 
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, 

confidence-building measures, and CSCE activities in the area 

of economics and environmental protection.
I fully concur with you on the need for scrupulous 

implementation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces, 
which lays the foundation for a new military order in Europe.

As regards the Open Skies Treaty, I would like you to know 

that the process of its ratification in Poland is well along.
We are hoping for the Treaty's entry into force early next year.

Like you, I trust that agreement on the basic principles 

for peacekeeping operations will be reached during the summit 
and that a decision will be made on the role of the CSCE in 

Nagorno-Karabakh.
It is my hope that the Budapest summit will meet our 

expectations and that I shall have the pleasure of thanking you 

personally for the great contribution your administration is 

making to building a stable and secure Europe.
Please accept the asssurances of my highest consideration.

[s] Lech Walesa



Washington, December 2, 1994

Dear Madam,

I have the honor to forward a copy of the letter 

from Mr. Lech Walesa, President of the Republic of Poland 

addressed to Mr. William J. Clinton, President of the 

United States of America with kind request to transmit 
it to the White House.

The original was handed over to the Ambassador of 
the United States of America in Warsaw.

Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

rerzy Kozminski 
Ambassador

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.
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Waruaw-i, diild 2 grudnla 1994 roku

Sz^itnwny Fanlt Pr-i*ydcncJflt

Bardio d*i^kiij*i za liat z 2« llskopada. VJi*n\Lmi 

cleata 9l<», tc apotkamy aJ<l w Budapoaxcle. Zgadzatn 

si«, le b4}dtiis i-o apotkanJ* ogronnoj waql. W «vclin 

li^cJa zechcia? Par pydziaild 9-l9 z* 

Priemyaleniani na roll Kc>nC«,P.r j i

Eijipieczcno^Wri i Wspdluracy *'» EuropJa.

PrzcsMidiowalsm jo z uwagn i z pt zy je .mo9c< 

fltv,l^r.l2ai?, ±c r. zavartymi w him pogiadami calkowld^-.

sic ryadzam.
Podzielam Fanski poglnd n,i teinaU wlzji nowcT 

Eurupy. Polska rdwniei daiy do przazvyciq*c;nia 

otaiyoh pcdziaJrfw przez rozszarzenic latnlojAcych, 

aprawdzonych struktur bazpiaczdrtstwa. NATO pozoStnjn 

dia iiaa klUczowym «leroetitem ptoccsu shabillxacH*

Polska taklo nlezmt«nni« d«4y do wzinocnlania 

KDWB 1 rop’'awienia afaktywi-.o^ci j«j dzlnlan. wtdz.T,c 

w nltj wairy instr-om^nK ksztaltowania sLosunkdv 

na obszarzo od Vancouver do Wiadyvostoku.

Pan william J.Clinton
Prezydenh Stan-iw 7.jednocsonych Ameiyki 
Bialy Ccm 
Waff^.yngtcn, D.C.



KBWC mu nl<tp«di«A4lny ■ rtotob^k ,iW.rd*l«Ml»ln.;|f 

• U*novler1a xvinl poife9P<wanl« p«d*kw. t*<raz ma«iwy 

»konc«ntr«3wi4 aii n« «poBol>a«h wcl*l«»'<n Icit x tycie. 

T«k j<»k P«xi UKatam, akut«c*nl«1**<9 dziatanJa K»Wk 

w dzi«il;iini« wc>5«on«i'jo oatrzegnnla oraz dyplomacjl 

prawflncyjaoj. a takle usprawnlcnla prooaau

decyxyjnego koniaczna.
FodzJ<»lart hakta Pana yv<.igi dotyfiZACS* kodakay 

puatapovanlo p«rtaU v dzUdzinia ba*piaca«rtstwa, prac 

nad zasadami niaprollfaracji btonl raaoowago taiania. 

drzdkamL buc3,v</y zaurania oraz nktywnodci KPWE

w dziadsinlft ckvnomlcznaj 1 ochrcny drr'dowlaka.

Calkowlclc podatfilam pogl/\d c kcniec^.oosci 

peMsi --alir.acjl TraXtatu o KonvcncjonaInych SUacb

Zbri^Jnycb (CTO , ktdcy tvorzy podsta'^o' ncTwaga

cocza/lV'.i wcjokcwaqo w Europiq.
Jcsli idzic o Traktat o Otwnrtych Przsstworzach 

praga<9 poiiitormowad Pona, id prcccs j«go ratyftkacji 

j«at w VolHCfi bardto zaawanacwany i mamy nadzi«j<j, 

i*j w poczahkach przyszlwgo roku TrakKat w«jdt^R 

w Sycia.
Liez<t, podobnie jak Pan, le podczas azctyf.u 

iizgodnlono zi»<iLana podataVowe zasady dctyrrzace 

oparacji p-kojowych. w Lym zapadni^ decyzjn, 

?.-a do roll KBWE w Gdrsklm Karabachu.



Ha-n na4*J«jl# ic nau** octaklwania rwla^-one 

?.« spotfcanlen y* Buc!ape8*cl« gpelnlq sic I *>0^9 
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s/s 9427623
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520

December .13, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. William Itoh 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

SUBJECT: Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton 
from P©iish- President Lech Walesa
which is transmitted for your information.

f'This correspondence was received in the Information Resources 
Management Section of the Executive Secretariat on r)ecember 7v/19f94 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.
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Chief, S/S-IRM/RMD 'v
Inform^ion Resources Management Section , , 

■Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 

647-2991
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division

LS No. 145990
JS
Polish

President of the 
Republic of Poland

Warsaw
December 2, 1994

Dear Mr. President;

Thank you very much for your letter of November 28. I am 

also glad that we are going to meet in Budapest. I agree that 

it will be a meeting of enormous signifance. In your letter you 

kindly shared with me your reflections on the role of the 

Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. I have 

carefully considered the views expressed in it and am pleased 

to note that I agree with them completely.
I share your opinion regarding the vision of a new Europe. 

Poland also seeks to eliminate the old divisions through 

expansion of existing, tested security structures. NATO remains 

for us the key element in the stabilization process.
Poland also constantly seeks to strengthen the CSCE and 

increase its effectiveness as an instrument for establishing 

ties in the region extending from Vancouver to Vladivostok.

Mr. William J. Clinton 
President of the 
United States of America 
Washington, D.C.



- 2 -

The CSCE has a record of solid accomplishment in 

establishing rules of conduct between states. We must now 

concentrate on ways to implement them. Like you, I believe that 

the CSCE must become more effective in the area of early 

warning and preventive diplomacy and in facilitating the 

decision-making process.
I also share your views regarding the code of conduct for 

nations in the field of security, work on the principles of 

non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, 

confidence-building measures, and CSCE activities in the area 

of economics and environmental protection.
I fully concur with you on the need for scrupulous 

implementation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces, 
which lays the foundation for a new military order in Europe.

As regards the Open Skies Treaty, I would like you to know 

that the process of its ratification in Poland is well along.
We are hoping for the Treaty’s entry into force early next year.

Like you, I trust that agreement on the basic principles 

for peacekeeping operations will be reached during the summit 
and that a decision will be made on the role of the CSCE in 

Nagorno-Karabakh.
It is my hope that the Budapest summit will meet our 

expectations and that I shall have the pleasure of thanking you 

personally for the great contribution your administration is 

making to building a stable and secure Europe.
Please accept the asssurances of my highest consideration.

[s] Lech Walesa



Washington, December 2, 1994

Dear Madam,

I have the honor to forward a copy of the letter 

from Mr. Lech Walesa, President of the Republic of Poland 

addressed to Mr. William J. Clinton, President of the 

United States of America with.kind request to transmit 

it to the White House.
The original v/as handed over to the Ambassador of 

the United States of America in Warsaw.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

ferzy Kozminski 
Ambassador

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
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Washington, December 2, 1994

Dear Madam,

I have the honor to forward a copy of the letter 

from Mr. Lech Walesa, President of the Republic of Poland 

addressed to Mr. William J. Clinton, President of the 

United States of America with kind request to transmit 

it to the White House.
The original was handed over to the Ambassador of 

the United States of America in Warsaw.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

ferzy Kozminski 
Ambassador

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

s/s 9427661

Date. December 28, 1994

FOR: Mr. William Itoh
Executive SecretaxT 
National Security Council 
The White Houae

Staff

To:

From:

Date:

Subj:

President Clinton

President Lech Walesa

November 25, 1994

Response to President Clinton's Response to An

Earlier Walesa Letter

WHRefezzal Dated:. 
NSCSIDtOfany): .
XX The attadied item was sent directiy to tiie E>epartment of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

____ A draft repty is attached.

____ A draft reply will be forwarded.

____ A translation is attached.

____ An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

—We believe no response is necessary for the reason dted below.

------ The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.

____ Other (see remarks).

REMARKS: Walesa's letter responds to President Clinton's November
letter (State 300244) which responded to an earlier Walesa letter 
regarding Polish views on NATO expansion. No response is necessary 
the two leaders have since seen one another at the CSCE Summit in 
Budapest and Secretary Christopher met with Polish Foreign Minlstihr Olechowski to discuss these and other points just pj;ior to thef ^ 
Summit.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(TRANSLATION)

Warsy?uo,November 25, 1994

The President 

of the Republic of Poland

Unofficial translation

Dear Mr. President:

Time passes very quickly. Just as I was about to convey my 

thanks to you for sending Ambassador Madeleine Albright to the 

celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Polish-American 

Congress and for your letter which she gave me. I received another 

letter from you. Please allow me to answer them together.

Ambassador Madeleine Albright''s address deeply impressed me and 

the other participants of the celebration in Buffalo, and the 

conversation I had with her was a real pleasure.

the Honorable 

William J. Clinton 

President of

the United States of America 

The White House 

Washinaton. D.C.



The anniversary celebration was a great festive occasion for 

Polish Americans. It is a source of great joy for us in Poland that 

Americans of Polish decent play an important role among the mosaic 

of different nationalities and cultures in the United States and 

that their voice is heard. This important element contributes to 

establishment of closer ties between our two countries.

On November 2nd you signed the NATO Participation Act, passed by 

Congress, which allows for the establishment of allied cooperation 

with Poland and other members of the Visehrad Group, including 

possible transfer of surplus American military equipment. I hope 

that its provisions will be enacted soon. For Poland this would 

constitute a concrete manifestation of support in efforts to 

Integrate with NATO.

In my letter of September 23rd I presented the most important 

elements of our position concerning the expansion of NATO. I am 

glad that you agree with most of my evaluations and observations.

For Poland, your decisive words that the United States supports 

NATO expansion are politically important. Once again, as I have 

done before, I would like to emphasize that joining NATO is a 

strategic objective of Polish foreign policy, the achievement of 

which is considered to be the highest national priority for Poland.



In Poland we understand all the requirements of this process, 

especially the due caution to ensure that NATO expansion contributes 

to the enhancement of security of Europe as a whole. We realize the 

importance of this decision faced by Alliance countries as well as 

by those which aspire to become members.

I would like to stress here that Poland has always treated its 

international obligations very seriously. This commitment has been 

proven many times Including during World War II, when Poland was the 

first country to rise in defense of common principles and values. 

During the past five years since the collapse of the Berlin 

Wall,

Poland has proven that it is a creator, not just a beneficiary of 

stability. We have very good relations with all our neighbors based 

on lasting foundations of bilateral treaties. We actively 

participate in multilateral regional cooperation. Therefore, we are 

making an important contribution to the security and stability of 

the region as well as all Europe.

During the meeting in Warsaw we agreed, that it is necessary to 

ensure that the process of moving Central Europe closer to NATO 

remains dynamic. We said that "the bicycle must move forward." In 

the letter of November 8th you wrote that internal discussion within 

the Alliance had just started and talks with Poland would begin 

soon. I believe



that in the present situation it is necessary to formulate more 

specific terms of membership and to present a rough timetable. I am 

glad that the important declaration you made during your stay in 

Warsaw is beginning to become a reality and that the United States 

is playing such an active role in this process.

The matters I am referring to will in the near future become 

subject the of deliberations of such important bodies as the North 

Atlantic Council, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, and the 

CSCE Summit. I hope that in Budapest I will be able to thank you 

personnally for your important initiatives concerning European 

security and your personal contribution to the process of building 

bilateral relations between our two countries. You wrote in your 

previous letter that relations between the United States and Poland 

in the past were never as good as they are at this time. From such 

a high level it will be difficult to take a step forward, but I 

believe that we will succeed.

Please accept, Mr. President, the expressions of my highest 

consideration.

/s/ Lech Walesa



Warsaw. November 25, 1994

The President 

of the Republic of Poland
Unofficial translation

Dear Mr. President.

Time is moving very quickly. Just as 1 was about to convey my 
thanks to you for sending Ambassador Madeleine Albright to the 
celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Polish-American Congress 
and for your letter which she gave me. I received another letter from 
you. Please allow me to answer them jointly.

Ambassador Madeleine Albright’s address deeply impressed me 
and the other participants of the celebration in Buffalo, and the 
conversation I had with her was a real pleasure.

The anniversary celebration was a great festive occasion for the 
Polish Americans. It is a source of great Joy for us in Poland that 
Americans of Polish decent play an important role, among the mosaic of 
different nationalities and cultures in the United States and that their 
voice is heard. This important element contributes to creating closer ties 
between our two countries.

The Honorable 

Willian J.Clinton 

President of
the United States of America 

The White House 

Washington. D.C.



On November 2nd you signed the NATO Participation Act, passed 
by Congress, which allows for the establishment of allied cooperation 
with Poland and other members of the Visehrad Group, including 
possible transfer of excess American military equipment. I hope that its 
provisions will be enacted soon. For Poland this would constitute a 
concrete manifestation of support in efforts to integrate with NATO.

In my letter of September 23rd I presented the most important 
elements of our position concerning the expansion of NATO. I am glad 
that you share most of my evaluations and observations.

For Poland, your decisive words that the United States supports 
NATO expansion are politically important. Once again, as I have done 
before. I would like to emphasize that joining NATO is a strategic 
objective of Polish foreign policy, the achievement of which is considered 
to be of the highest national priority for Poland.

In Poland we understand all the requirements of this process, 
especially the necessary caution to ensure that NATO expansion 
contributes to the enhancement of security of Europe as a whole. We 
realize the importance of this decision faced by Alliance countries as well 
as by those which aspire to become members.

I would like to stress here that Poland has always treated its 
international obligations very seriously. This commitment has been 
proven many times including during World War II when Poland was the 
first country to rise to defend common principles and values.

During the past five years since the collapse of the Berlin Wall. 
Poland has proven that It is a creator, not just a beneficiary of stability. 
We have very good relations with all our neighbors based on lasting 
foundations of bilateral treaties. We actively participate In multilateral 
regional cooperation. Therefore, we make an Important contribution to 
the security and stability of the region as well as of the entire Europe.

During the meeting in Warsaw we agreed, that It is necessary to 
ensure that the process of moving Central Europe closer to NATO 
remains dynamic. We said that "the bicycle must move forward". In the 
letter of November 8th you wrote that the Internal discussion within the 
Alliance had started and talks with Poland would begin soon. I believe



that in the present situation it is necessary to formulate more concrete 
conditions of membership and to present a rough timetable. I am glad 
that the important declaration expressed by you during your stay in 
Warsaw is beginning to become a reality and that the United States is 
playing such an active role in this process.

The matters which I am referring to will in the near future become 
subject of deliberations of such important bodies as. North Atlantic 
Council. North Atlantic Cooperation Council and the CSCE Summit. I 
hope that in Budapest I will be able to personsdly thank you for your 
important initiatives concerning European security and your personal 
input into the process of building bilateral relations between our two 
countries. You wrote in your previous letter that relations between the 
United States and Poland in the past were never as good as they are at 
this time. From such a high pedestal, it will be difficult to take a step 
forward, but I believe that we will manage to do it.

Please accept. Mr. President, the expressions of my highest 
consideration.

/s/ Lech Walesa



Washington, December 1, 1994

Dear Madam,

I have the honor to forward a copy of the letter 

(with unofficial translation) from Mr. Lech Walesa, 
President of the Republic of Poland addressed to Mr. 
William J. Clinton, President of the United States of 
America with kind request to transmit it to the White 

House.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

Jerzy Kozminski 
Ambassador

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.



Prczydent
RieciypospoUwj Polskiej

Warszawa, dnia 25 listopada 1994 roku

Szanowny Panic Prezydenclel

Czas biegnie niczwykle szybko 1 gdy bylem Jut gotoi^ 
do wyslania do Pana goracych podziekowaj^ za. skierowanie 
Pani Anbasador Madeleine Albright na uroczystoici 50-lecia 
J?ongresu Polonii Amerykadskiej i za list, ktdry mi przekazala, 
otrzymalcm od Pana nowy. Pozwoll Pan, te na oba odpowiem 
iacznle.

Wystapienie Pani Ambasador Madeleine Albright wywarlo 
na nnie i innych uczestnikach uroczysto^ci w Buffalo dute 
wratenie, a rozraowa, ktdra przeprowadzilem z Nia, byla dla mnie 
prawdziwa przyjemnolcia- Uroczystoici rocznicowe byly wielkim 
^wietem Polonii AmerykcU^skie j. Dla nas w Polsce jest frddlem 
wielklej rado^ci, ze w mozaice naroddw i kultur Standw 
Zjednoczonych, Aiuerykanie polskiego pochodzenia odgrywaja* 
znaczaca role, a ich glos jest slyszalny. Jest to jeszcze 3cden 
dodatkowy, a wazny czynnik, budujacy icisla wiez pomiedzy moja 
a Padska Ojczyzna-

Drugiego listopada podpisal Pan uchwalona przez Kongres 
"Ustawe o uczestnictwie w NATO", pozwalajaca na ustanowienie 
z Polska i Innvmi pai^stwami Grupy Wyszehradzkiej sojuszniczej 
wspdlpracy, w tym umotliwlenie otrzyinania nadwytek 
amerykadskiego sprzetu wojskowego. Mam nadzieje, te realizacja 
jej postanowieri stania sie wkrdtce faktem, co bedzie dla Polski 
konkretnym wyrazem poparcia jej" dated do integracji z NATO.

W swoim litcie z 23 wrzelnia zawartem najwainiejsze 
elementy polskiego stanowiska w sprawie rozszerzenia NATO. 
Ciesze sie/ te podziela Pan w znacznej cze^ci moje oceny 
i spostrzetenia. Padskie mocne slowa, it Stany Zjednoczone 
zdecydowanle opowiadaja rozszerzeniem NATO, stanowia
dla Polski watny fakt polityczny. Chcialbyn raz jeszcze, 
jade czyniiem to poprzednio, podkretlid, te jest to atrategiezny 
cel polskiej polityki zagranieznej, a jego realizacja jest dla 
Polski najwytszym narodowym celem.

W Polsce doskonale rozumiemy wszystkie uwarunkowania tego 
procesu, zwlaszcza ostrotnodd konieezna, by proces poszerzanla 
NATO owocowal zwiekszeniem bezpieczedstwa calej Europy
bez podzlaldw. zdajemy soble sprawe z powagl decyzjl, stojacej 
zardwno przed krajaroi naletacymi do Sojuszu, jak 1 tyini, 
ktdre aipiruja do czlonkostwa.

Jego Ekscelencja 
William J. Clinton
Prezydent Standw Zjednoczonych Ameryki 
Bialy Don 
Waszyngton, D. C.



ChcQ w tym miejscu vyrainle podkreilif/ ie Polska zawsze 
traktowala swoje zobowiazania xniadzynarodowe z naj\«visza 
powagar czego dowiodla mladzy innymi podczaa II Wojny 
Swlatowejf gdy jako pierwsza stanala w obronie wspdlnych zasad 
1 warto^cl.

W clagu 5 lat, ktdre minaly od upadku muru 
dowlodld/ te jest producentem, a nie

bardzo dobre, zbudowane na ____ ^—
•tosunki ze wazystklmi

berlidskiego 
konsumentem 

trwalych
Polska^ ___
Stabi llZaC j X • Mamy wa^uAW na
podstawach traktatdw dwustronnychf atosunki ze wazystkimi 
sasladainl. Uczestniczyny aktyvnie w vielostronnej vspdlpracy 
reglonalnej. Wnoaimy wiec istotny wktad do bezpleczel^stwa 
1 Btabilizacji w regiotiie 1 tym samym v Europie jako calomel.

W czasle spotkanla w Warszawle, mdwili^my, ie konieezne 
jest, aby proces zbliiania sle pai^stw Europy Srodkowej i NATO 
zachowal dynamike* Fowledzlell^my, ie "rower musi jechad
do przodu". W liicie z 8 listopada pisze Pan, te wewnetrzna 
dyskusja w lonie Sojuszu wla^nie sia rozpoczyna, i te wkrdtce 
rozpoczna sie takie rozmowy z Polska* Sadzer 4e w obecnej 
sytuaeji niezbedne jest skonkretyzowanie warunkdw czlonkostwa, 
a takie zarysowanle perspektywy czasowej. Ciesze sle/ 4e walkie 
slowa, ktdre wypowiedzial Pan podezas pobytu w Narszawie, 
zaezynaja w ten sposdb stawad sie rzeczywistoicia/ a Stany 
Zjednoczone odgrywaja w tym procesie tak aktywna role.

Sprawy, o ktdrych pisze beda w niedlugiej przysziotci 
przedmiotem obrad wainych gremidw, Rady Pdinocnoatlantyckiej, 
Pdtnocnoatlantyckiej Rady Wspdlpracy i Szczytu KBWE.
Mam nadzieje, 4e w Budapeszeie bede mial motliwo^d osobitcie 
podziekowad Panu za waine iniejatywy dotyezace bezpieczedstwa 
europejskiego i Jego osobisty wklad w budowe stosunkdw 
dwustronnych miedzy naszymi krajami. Napisal Pan w poprzedniic liicie, is kontakty miedzy Stanami Zjednoczonymi a Polska nigdy 
nie byly tak dobre, jak obecnie. Z tak wysoklego pulapu trudno 
bedzie zrobid krok do przodu, ale wierze, te to nam sie uda.

Prosze przyjai Panle Prezydencie wyrazy najwytszego
szacunku.

Lech Walesa
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

_q/q 9^218^^

Date. October 25, 1994

FOR; Mr. WLiliam Itoh
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House

REFERENCE:

To:

From:

Date:

Subj:

President Clinton

Lech Walesa. President of Pol and

September 9. 199^

Reply to President Clinton's -letter of July 23, 199^ 

re Rwanda.

WH Referral Dated; 
NSCS ID# (if any): .

The attached item was sent directly to the Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks).

REMARKS: The issue is QBE - since that time the President has spoken to 
Walesa. Walesa has since written the President on another issue (NATO) 
and we will make passing reference to the Rwanda issue in our forthcoming 
response to the second letter.

Director 
Secretariat Staff



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(TRANSLATION)

LSNO.

The President
of the Republic of Poland

Warsaw, September 9, 1994

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing in reference to your letter of 

July 23, 1994.

We in Poland attach great importance to the enormous tragedy 

in Rwanda and to the efforts of the international community to aid 

this devastated country, which you mentioned in your letter.

All Poles were deeply moved by this tragedy and the inhuman 

living conditions existing in the refugee camps. Polish charitable 

and church organizations began collecting financial and 

humanitarian assistance for Rwandan refugees. This activity has 

been supported by the government of the Republic of Poland, which 

has granted appropriate funds to buy and ship medicines and medical 

equipment to Rwanda.

His Excellency
William J. Clinton

The President of the United States of America 
The White House

Washington, D.C.



Taking into consideration our present possibilities, which 

are unfortunately very limited, we sent in August of 1994, two 

airplane-loads of government and privately donated aid for Rwandan 

refugees. This assistance, which was delivered to the refugee 

camp in Goma, was deemed to be very appropriate and much needed.

Polish doctors were among the first to go to Rwanda under 

the program organized by the World Doctors Association. Through 

these activities Poland has contributed to the international 

humanitarian effort aimed at saving the lives of Rwandan refugees 

in danger of dying from hunger and illness. I was very pleased 

to hear that our activities were appreciated by the international 

coordinators of the assistance effort to Rwanda, especially by 

the International Federation of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent.

I would like to emphasize the participation of a great number 

of Polish priests and nuns in this humanitarian effort. Many of 

them did not leave Rwanda during the most serious fighting.

Despite threats to their life, they remained in Rwanda to provide 

material and spiritual support as well as shelter to the oppressed 

and those trying to escape. Our efforts are not limited 

exclusively to providing humanitarian assistance. Three Polish 

officers are serving in Rwanda under the auspices of UNAMIR.

To increase Polish participation in this mission would be 

difficult. Over two thousand Polish military personnel are already 

serving in Polish military contingents participating in the 

peace-keeping operations of the United Nations.



Such significant involvement places a strain on our resources and 

prevents us from sending our military contingent to Rwanda.

At the same time I have the pleasure to inform you, Mr. President, 

that your suggestion to have Poland provide military equipment to 

one of African battalions is being very carefully considered by 

the Ministry of Defence-

I fully share your opinion, Mr. President, that further 

deterioration of the situation in Rwanda cannot be allowed and that 

it is absolutely necessary to undertake serious efforts to resolve 

the situation.

Sincerely,

Lech Walesa



Washington, September 16, 1994

Dear Madam,

I have the honor to forward a copy of the letter 

(with unofficial translation) from Mr. Lech Walesa, 
President of the Republic of Poland addressed to Mr. 
William J. Clinton, President of the United States of 
America with kind request to transmit it to the White 

House.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

Jerzy Ko^minski 
Ambassador

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.
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The Presiedent 
of the Republic of Poland

Warsaw, September 9, 1994

- unofficial translation -

Dear Mr. President;

I am writing in reference to your letter of July 

23, 1994.
We in Poland attach great importance to the enormous 

tragedy in Rwanda and to the efforts of the international 
community to aid this devastated countrywhich you mentioned 

in your letter.

All Poles were deeply moved by this tragedy and the 

inhuman living conditions existing in the refugee camps.
Polish charitable and church organizations began collecting 

financial and humanitarian assistance for Rwandan refugees.
This activity has been supported by the government of the 

Republic of Poland, which has granted appropriate funds 

to buy and ship medicines and medical equipment to Rwanda.

Taking into consideration our present possibilities, 

which are unfortunately very limited, we sent in August 
of 1994, two airplane-loads of government and privately donated 

aid for Rwandan refugees. This assistance, which was delivered 

to the refugee camp in Goma/»was deemed to be very appro- 

priate and much needed. Polish doctors were among of the first

His Excellency
William J. Clinton
The President of the United
States of America
The White House
Washington, D.C.



to go to Rwanda under the program organized by the World 

Doctors Association. Through these activities Poland has 

contributed to the international humanitarian effort aimed 
to sav^^^he lives of Rwandan refugees in danger of dying 

from hunger and illness. I was very pleased to hear that our 

activities were appreciated by the international co-ordinators 
of the assistance effort to Rwanda, especially by^^nternational 

Federation of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent.

I would like to emphasize the participation of a great 

number of Polish priests and nuns in this humanitarian 

effort. Many of them did not leave Rwanda during the most 
serious fighting. Despite threats to their life, they remaind 

in Rwanda to provide material and spiritual support as well as 

shelter to the oppressed and those trying to escape.

Our efforts are not limited exclusively to providing 

humanitarian assistance. Three Polish officers are serving in 

Rwanda under the auspices of UNAMIR. To increase Polish partici­
pation in this mission would be difficult. Over two thousand Polish 

military personnel are already serving in Polish military 

contingents participating in the peace-keeping operations of 

the United Nations. Such significant involvement places 

a strain on our resources and prevents us from sending our 

military contingent to Rwanda.

At the same time I have the pleasure to inform you,
Mr. President, that your suggestion to have Poland provide 

military equipment to one of African battalions is being very 

carefully considered by the Ministry of Defence.

y^^^/l^nllY/Share your opinion, Mr. President, that further 
degrradatCon 'of the situation in Rwanda cannot be allowed and 

that it is absolutely necessary to undertake serious efforts 

to resolve the situation.

Sincerely,

(-) Lech Walesa



The Presiedent 
of the Republic of Poland

Warsaw, September 9, 1994

- unofficial translation -

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing in reference to your letter of July 

23, 1994.
We in Poland attach great importance to the enormous 

tragedy in Rwanda and to the efforts of the international 
community to aid this devastated country which you mentioned 

in your letter.

All Poles were deeply moved by this tragedy and the 

inhuman living conditions existing in the refugee camps.
Polish charitable and church organizations began collecting 

financial and humanitarian assistance for Rwandan refugees.
This activity has been supported by the government of the 

Republic of Poland, which has granted appropriate funds 

to buy and ship medicines and medical equipment to Rwanda.

Taking into consideration our present possibilities, 

which are unfortunately very limited, we sent in August 
of 1994, two airplane loads of government and privately donated 

aid for Rwandan refugees. This assistance, which was delivered 

to the refugee camp in Goma was deemed to be very appro­
priate and much needed. Polish doctors were among of the first

His Excellency
William J. Clinton
The President of the United
States of America
The White House
Washington, D.C.



to go to Rwanda under the program organized by the World 

Doctors Association. Through these activities Poland has 

contributed to the international humanitarian effort aimed 

to save the lives of Rwandan refugees in danger of dying 

from hunger and illness. I was very pleased to hear that our 

activities were appreciated by the international co-ordinators 

of the assistance effort to Rwanda, especially by International 
Federation of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent.

I would like to emphasize the participation of a great 

number of Polish priests and nuns in this humanitarian 

effort. Many of them did not leave Rwanda during the most 
serious fighting. Despite thrests to their life, they remaind 

in Rwanda to provide material and spiritual support as well as 

shelter to the oppressed and those trying to escape.

Our efforts are not limited exclusively to providing 

humanitarian assistance. Three Polish officers are serving in 

Rwanda under the auspices of UNAMIR. To increase Polish partici­
pation in this mission would be difficult. Over two thousand Polish 

military personnel are already serving in Polish military 

contingents participating in the peace keeping operations of 

the United Nations. Such significant involvement places 

a strain on our resources and prevents us from sending our 

military contingent to Rwanda.

At the same time I have the pleasure to inform you,
Mr. President, that your suggestion to have Poland provide 

military equipment to one of African battalions is being very 

carefully considered by the Ministry of Defence.

I fully share your opinion, Mr. President, that further 

degradation of the situation in Rwanda cannot be allowed and 

that it is absolutely necessary to undertake serious efforts 

to resolve the situation.

Sincerely,

{-) Lech Walesa



# ,

Pre2yJcnt

R,2ccrypo4politej PoLkiej
Warszawa, dnia 09 wrze^nia 1994 roku

Szanowny Panie Prezydencie,

Pisz^ w nawi^zaniu do Padskiego listu z dnia 23 lipca br.

Do kwcstii, ktdrc poruszyl pan w swoim lidcie, 
a dotyczacych ogroitinej tragedli, jaica ma miejsce w Rwandzie 
i miQdzynarodowej akcjl pomocy dla umciczonego narodu tego 
kraju, przywiazujemy w Polsce du2e znaczenie.

Tragedia ta, w tym nieludzkie warunki w obozach dla 
uchodfcdw, poruszyly do glQbi serca i uinysly Polakdw. Polskie 
organizacje charytatywne, jak i ko^cielne podjgly aktywna akcjq 
zbierania funduszy na humanitarna pomoc ■ . dla • uchodicdw 
rwandyjskich, Akcja tq zdecydowanie wsparly wladze 
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej przyznajac odpowiednie fundusze na 
zakup lekow i sprzqtu medycznego oraz sfinansowanie kosztdw 
transportu do Rwandy.

Uwzglqdniajac nasze obecne motliwoSci, ktdre sa niestety 
bardzo ograniczone, wysiali^my w poiowie sicrpnia br. dwa 
samoloty spccjalne z rzadowa i spoleczna pomoca dla uchodfcdw 
rwandyjskich. Pomoc ta, dostarczona' do obozu uchodfcdw w Goma 
oceniona zostaia jako bardzo trafiona i potrzebna. Polscy 
lekarze wyjechali do Rwandy jako pierwsi w ramach programu 
organizowanego przez Stowarzyszenia Lekarze Swiata. Polska 
przyczyniia siq w ten sposdb do miqdzynarodowej akcji 
humanitarnej ratowania iycia uchod^cdw rwandyjskich zagrozonych 
giodem i chorobami. Cieszy mnie, ii zostalo to wtadciwie 
docenione przez miqdzynarodowych koordynatordw akcji pomocy 
dla Rwandy, w tym przez Miqdzynarodowa Federacjq Czerwonego 
Krzyla 1 Czerwonego Pdiksiqiyca.

Pragnq podkre^lid znaczny‘udzial polskich ksiqiy i sidstr 
zakonnych. Wielu z nich nie opu^ciio Rwandy w najciqiszym 
okregie walk, z naraZeniem iycia niogac pomoc materialna 
i duchowa, chroniac prze^ladowanych i uciekinierdw.

Jego Ekscelencja 
William J. Clinton 
Prezydent Standw Zjednoczonych 
Ameryki
Waszyngton, D.C.



Nasze wysiiki nie ogranicza]^ si^ do pomocy humanitarr.ej . 
W rajnach UNAMIR w Rwandzie siuzy obecnie trzech polskich 
oficerow. Rozszerzenie polskiego udziaiu w tej misji bytoby 
jednak trudne. W polskich kontyngentach wogskowych 
uczestniczacych w oporacjach pokojowych ONZ siuzy juz ponad 
dwa tysi^ce zoinierzy i oficerdw. Tak znacz^ce zaangaiowanie 
stanowi duie cbcia^ier.ie dla nas i powoduje, ii nie jcstesmy 
obecnie w stanie zaoferowad wiasnego kontyngentu wo^skowego 
do Rwandy.

Jcdnoczesnic miio mi poinformowed Pane Prezydenta, 
ii Padska sugestia dotyczaca wyposazenia jednego z batalionow 
afrykadskich w polski sprzet wojskowy jest wnikliwie 
rozpatrywana v Ministerstwie Obrony Narodowej.

W pelni podzielam pana opinier. Panie Prezydencie, 14 nie 
mozna dopu^cid do dalszej degradacji sytuacji w Rwandzie oraz, 
i4 niezbodne sa nowe energicznc wysiiki dla jej uspokojenia.

Z wyrazami szacunku

/V
L. Lech Walesa
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CONFIDENTrAfc 0747
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

February 3, 1995

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Natl Sec Advisor 
has seen

DANIEL FRIED

Presidential Message to Lech Wa

Polish President Walesa, fighting for political survival as 
December's Presidential elections approach, is doing battle with 
Prime Minister Pawlak and his mildly-reformist, post-communist 
Coalition. Walesa has suggested he might dissolve Parliament and 
call new elections. In fact, Walesa's constitutional grounds for 
doing so are shaky at best; this action could trigger a 
constitutional crisis or worse. Even Walesa's former allies now 
in the democratic opposition have stated they would join efforts 
to impeach if Walesa moved against the Parliament.

Ambassador Rey and Dick Holbrooke have approached Walesa and his 
aides several times recently to stress the damage that could be 
done if current instability continues. Rey has warned Walesa's 
people of the catastrophic consequences for Poland of any extra­
constitutional activity. (With Pawlak on February 2, Sandy 
Berger stressed the need for political continuity in support of 
reform. While Pawlak and his people have a large share in 
bringing on the current impasse, they are not driving events.) 
Walesa's people have dismissed any thought of going beyond the 
bounds of constitutionality and suggest they are engaged in high- 
stakes political poker, trying to force a change of government.

While high drama is characteristic of Polish politics in general 
and Walesa's style in particular, the current tensions could 
spill out of control. The current political theater can damage 
Poland's standing in the West.

A cautionary Presidential message to Walesa at this juncture 
could be very useful. It should be positive, stressing the 
progress Poland has made and is poised to make in relations with 
the U.S. and West, while noting our intense interest in current 
developments and concern about the growing sense of crisis.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the Presidential message to Walesa at Tab \. 

Approve ______ Disapprove ______

■CONFIDENT IAL- 
Declassify on: OADR

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.135^6, Sec. 3i(b)

White House Guidelines, Septeraoer 11,2006 
B)lIL_NARA,

Z>?IT-evi-i - rt* (l.K.)
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EMBASSY WARSAW 

FOR AMBASSADOR REY

PLEASE PRESENT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON TO 
PRESIDENT WALESA. THERE WILL BE NO SIGNED ORIGINAL.

DEAR LECH,

I WANT YOU TO KNOW OF MY COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT POLAND'S COMPLETE 
INTEGRATION INTO THE TRANSATLANTIC COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES.
POLAND'S IMPRESSIVE PROGRESS SINCE 1989 IN IMPLEMENTING DEMOCRATIC 
AND MARKET ECONOMIC REFORMS HAS OPENED UP THE BEST OPPORTUNITY IN 
CENTURIES FOR POLAND'S STABILITY, SECURITY AND PROSPERITY.

THE 'UNITED STATES IS PROUD OF THE ROLE IT HAS PLAYED AND WILL 
CONTINUE TO PLAY IN ESTABLISHING A NEW SECURITY ARCHITECTURE FOR AN 
INTEGRATED EUROPE. THE PROCESS OF NATO'S EXPANSION TO EUROPE'S NEW 
DEMOCRACIES HAS BEGUN. WORKING TOGETHER, POLAND AND THE UNITED 
STATES CAN ADVANCE TOWARD OUR SHARED OBJECTIVES.

AS LONG AS POLAND'S DEMOCRATIC AND MARKET ECONOMIC REFORMS CONTINUE, 
MY COUNTRY WILL DO ITS UTMOST TO SUPPORT POLAND'S TRANSFORMATION AND 
INTEGRATION WITH THE WEST IN ALL ASPECTS. AS I HAVE SAID, NO 
OUTSIDE POWER CAN VETO OR BLOCK THIS PROCESS.

POLAND'S FATE BELONGS IN THE HANDS OF THE POLES. THIS IS AS TRUE 
TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1989 WHEN THE FORCES OF POLISH DEMOCRACY CHOSE 
THE PATH OF COMPROMISE AND LEGALITY TO LIBERATE YOUR NATION AND 
LAUNCH THE LIBERATION OF AN ENTIRE REGION.

AS A SUPPORTER OF POLISH DEMOCRACY, I AM FOLLOWING CURRENT POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS IN YOUR COUNTRY Vggi? CLOSELY. I UNDERSTAND THAT 
DEMOCRACY CAN BE A DIFFICULT, CONTENTIOUS PROCESS. THROUGH ALL THE 
DIFFICULTIES SINCE 1989, INCLUDING CHANGES OF GOVERNMENT AND PERIODS 
OF SOCIAL TENSION, COMPROMISE AND COMMON SENSE HAVE PREVAILED; 
CONSTITUTIONALITY HAS ALWAYS BEEN RESPECTED.

I HOPE THAT THE CURRENT DIFFICULT SITUATION CAN BE RESOLVED IN A 
SIMILARLY CONSTRUCTIVE FASHION. HAVING COME SO FAR, HAVING ITS 
OBJECTIVES CLOSE AT HAND, IT WOULD BE A TRAGEDY IF POLTVND WERE TO 
DEPART FROM THE ROADi/IT SET' OUT IN 1989.

YOU HAVE BEEN A LEADER IN SOME OF THE MOST INSPIRING EVENTS OF OUR 
TIME. I KNOW THAT YOU WILL BE GUIDED BY THE LONG-TERM INTERESTS OF 
YOUR COUNTRY AND THE CAUSE OF DEMOCRACY WHICH YOU HAVE CHAMPIONED.

I LOOK FORWARD TO OUR NEXT MEETING AND WISH YOU THE BEST. 

BILL CLINTON
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Translating Division

LS No. 147489 
JS
Polish

PRESIDENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF POLAND

Warsaw, May 31, 1995

Dear Mr. President:

It was with great satisfaction that I studied the letter 

you sent to me on May 18.
I need not point out how much significance we attach to the 

issue of expanding NATO, or the attention and interest with 

which we followed your visit to Moscow and Kiev. I therefore 

greatly appreciate the fact that you familiarized me with the 

basic content of your talks with President Yeltsin.
The view you expressed to the President of Russia—that the 

future European security structure should rest upon three 

pillars: expansion of NATO, closer relations between NATO and 

the Russian Federation, and the strengthening of pan-European 

organizations such as the OSCE or the Partnership for Peace—is 

fully in accord with Poland's position. This congruence of 
views on a matter of crucial importance to Europe is extremely 

valuable, in my opinion.
I also consider it very important that you told President 

Yeltsin in no uncertain terms that the process of NATO's 

expansion has already begun and will be continued without 
interruption. Poland firmly believes that presenting

His Excellency 
William J. Clinton 
President of the 
United States of Americas
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controversial issues in clear and unmistakable terms ultimately 

benefits the shaping of international relations. I also think 

an explicit statement of the view that NATO's expansion is a 

foregone matter and is not directed against the Russian 

Federation will strengthen the truly democratic forces in 

Russia, which look upon the Atlantic Alliance as an element of 
stabilization and peace.

I was also pleased to learn from you that President Yeltsin 

is prepared to include Russia in practical cooperation within 

the framework of the Partnership for Peace. Poland has always 

stressed the need for a solid partnership between NATO and 

Russia. I think this cooperation will change Russia's views 

concerning NATO. For it is amazing and incomprehensible to me 

why Russian politicians are still portraying NATO as a threat.
Let me also take this occasion to refer to your visit to 

Kiev. We regard your talks with President Kuchma as an 

important political fact, and your public statement on the 

importance the U.S. places upon Ukraine's sovereignty, 

security, and economic development is fully in accord with 

Poland's position.
Like you, we desire closer, fruitful cooperation between 

Poland and the United States in building a secure, democratic, 
prosperous, and orderly transatlantic community of nations. I 
believe we could serve this cause by proceeding as quickly as 

possible from the phase of general reflections on the future 

form of European security—together with an expanded NATO—to 

the phase of concrete actions. We could make progress here by 

reaching an agreement this year on at least a tentative 

schedule for NATO's expansion, so that next year it would be 

possible to reach and publicly announce a political decision on 

the time frame and scope of the first phase of expansion.
After the tragic experiences we have undergone in the 

twentieth century, many Poles are particularly sensitive when 

their country's security is at stake. Therefore, we welcomed 

with great hopefulness your assurances that the process of 
building the new European security structure will be 

transparent, "without a veto and without surprises." We would 

like this principle to apply to all participants in this 

process.
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In a democratic country, such as Poland has been for five 

years now, public opinion plays a major role. When the public 

is worried—even if their worry is not fully justified by the 

objective state of affairs—this is a political fact every 

politician must take into account. In the last few years we 

have seen a great deal of speculation in the press about the 

U.S.-Russian dialogue on European security, and thus Poland's 

security as well. I believe that more transparency in this 

ongoing dialogue would have a calming effect on the public not 
only in Poland but in other countries.

On the basis of these facts, I would like to propose that 

the public be made aware of our correspondence. This would be a 

concrete contribution to the principle of transparency in the 

ongoing great discussion, from which (and I am firmly convinced 

of this) a safe and stable Europe will emerge, without the old 

zones, secret treaties, or spheres of influence.
In the work of building such a Europe you can fully rely on 

Poland.
I hope that during the meeting with the Nobel Prize winners 

in San Francisco we will find the time for an informal 
discussion of these problems.

[s] Lech Walesa



Washington, June 9, 1995

Dear Madam,

I have the honor to forward the letter from 

Mr. Lech Walesa, President of the Republic of Poland, 
addressed to Mr. William J. Clinton, President of the 

United States of America with kind request to transmit 

it to the White House.
Please accept, dear Madam, the assurances of my 

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 1

Jerzy Kozminski 
Ambassador

of the Republic of Poland

The Honorable
Molly Raiser
Chief of Protocol
Department of State
of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.



Prezydent
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej

Warszawa, dnia 31 maja 1995 roku

Szanowny Panie Prezydencie!

Z wielkim zadowoleniem zapoznalem sIq z listem, 
ktory zechcial Pan skierowac do mnie w dniu 18 maja.

Nie muszQ przekonywac, jakie znaczenie ma dla nas kwestia 
rozszerzenia NATO oraz z jak wielk^ uwag^ 
i zainteresowaniem obserwowany byl w Polsce przebieg 
Pana wizyty w Moskwie i Kijowie. Niezwykle zatem wysoko ceniQ 
sobie fakt, ze zechcial Pan zapoznac mnie 
z zasadniczymi tresciami Pana rozmow z prezydentem Jelcynem.

Przekazany przez Pana prezydentowi Rosji pogl^d, 
iz przyszla architektura bezpieczehstwa Europy opierac siq 
winna na trzech filarach: rozszerzeniu NATO, poglebionych 
stosunkach migdzy NATO a Federacjq, Rosyjska, oraz umocnieniu 
ogolnoeuropejskich struktur, takich jak OBWE czy PdP, 
w pelni pokrywa si^ ze stanowiskiem Polski. Ta zbieznosc 
pogladdw w kluczowej dla Europy sprawie stanowi moim zdaniem 
cenna wartosc.

Za bardzo wazne uwazam tez,
i jednoznaczny poinformowal Pan
iz proces rozszerzania NATO juz siq 
ciagly bqdzie kontynuowany. Polska

ze w spos6b jasny 
prezydenta Jelcyna, 

rozpoczal i w sposdb 
niezmiennie uwaza.

ze stawianie spraw budzacych kontrowersje w sposdb jasny 
i nie pozostawiajacy niedomdwieh w ostatecznym rachunku dobrze 
sluzy ksztaltowaniu stosunkow miadzynarodowych. Uwazam tez, 
ze jednoznaczne prezentowanie pogladu, iz rozszerzenie NATO 
jest przesadzone oraz nie jest skierowane przeciwko Federacji 
Rosyjskiej bqdzie wzmacniac sily autentycznie demokratyczne 
w Rosji, widzace w Sojuszu Atlantyckim element stabilizacji 
i pokoju.

Jego Ekscelencja 
William J. Clinton
Prezydent Standw Zjednoczonych Ameryki 
Bialy Dorn 
Waszyngton, D.C.



Z zadowoleniem odnotowalem rowniez Pana informacj^ 
o gotowosci prezydenta Jelcyna do praktycznego wlg,czenia Rosji 
do wspdlpracy w ramach "Partnerstwa dla Pokoju". Polska zawsze 
podkreslala potrzebQ solidnego partnerstwa miodzy NATO 
a Rosjg,. Wierz^ tez, ze wspolpraca ta zmieni pogl^dy rosyjskie 
dotycz^ce NATO. Utrzymywanie bowiem nadal przez politykdw 
rosyjskich obrazu NATO jako zagrozenia jest dla mnie 
zadziwiaj^ce i niezrozumiale.

Korzystajg,c z okazji nawig^zQ takze do Pana wizyty 
w Kijowie. Pana rozmowy z prezydentem Kuczm^ uwazamy 
za wazny fakt polityczny, a wypowiedziane publicznie zdanie 
o wadze, jakg, Stany Zjednoczone przywig,zuj^ 
do suwerennosci, bezpieczeristwa i gospodarczego rozwoju 
Ukrainy, jest w pelni zbiezne ze stanowiskiem Polski.

Podobnie jak Pan pragniemy bliskiej, owocnej wspdlpracy 
miQdzy Polska a Stanami Zjednoczonymi w dziele budowania 
bezpiecznej, demokratyczne j, zasobnej i rzg,dnej 
transatlantyckiej wspdlnoty narodow. S^dzQ, ze dzielu temu 
sprzyjaloby jak najszybsze przejscie z fazy ogolnych rozwazari 
o przyszlym ksztaicie bezpieczeristwa europejskiego 
- wraz z rozszerzonym NATO - do fazy konkretnych dzialari. 
Sluzyloby temu sprecyzowanie juz w tym roku chocby zarysu 
kalendarza poszerzenia NATO, tak, by w roku przyszlym mogla 
zostac podjqta i publicznie ogloszona decyzja polityczna 
w kwestii terminu i zakresu pierwszej fazy procesu 
rozszerzania Sojuszu.

Po tragicznych doswiadczeniach XX wieku Polacy podchodzg 
do spraw bezpieczeristwa swej ojczyzny w spos6b 
szczegdlnie wyczulony. Dlatego z wielk^ nadziejg. 
przywitalismy Pana slowa, iz proces budowy nowej 
architektury bezpieczeristwa europejskiego b^dzie przejrzysty, 
"bez weta i bez niespodzianek". Chcielibysmy, aby zasada ta 
dotyczyla wszystkich uczestnikow tego procesu.

W kraju demokratycznym, jakim od pi^ciu lat jest Polska, 
opinia publiczna odgrywa wielkie znaczenie. 
Jej zaniepokojenie, jesli nawet opiera si^ na nie do korica 
sprawdzonych przeslankach stanowi fakt polityczny, 
ktdry kazdy polityk musi brae pod uwag^. W ostatnich 
tygodniach bylismy swiadkami wielu spekulacji prasowych 
na temat amerykarisko-rosyjskiego dialogu w dziedzinie 
bezpieczeristwa europejskiego, a wiqc takze bezpieczeristwa 
Polski. S^dzQ, ze wi^ksza przejrzystosc toczg^cego siq dialogu 
wplynqlaby korzystnie na uspokojenie opinii publicznej 
nie tylko w Polsce, ale i w innych krajach.



Wychodz^c z tych przeslanek chcialbym zaproponowac Panu, 
aby fakt naszej korespondencji mogl zostac przekazany op:|.nii 
publiczne j. Stanowiloby to konkretny wkiad do z'asady 
przejrzystosci w tocz^cej siQ wielkiej dyskusji, z ktdrej 

gt^boko w to wierz^ - wyioni sIq Europa bazpieczna, 
stabilna, bez szarych stref, tajnych umow czy sfer wplyv^pWi

W pracy nad budow^ takiej Europy moze Pan w pelni liczyc 
na PolskQ.

Mam nadziejQ Panie Prezydencie, ze w czasie spotkania 
z laureatami Pokojowej Nagrody Nobla w San Francisco 
znajdziemy czas, zeby nieformalnie porozmawiac o wszystkich 
tych problemach.

Lech Wai^sa

Photocopy M1sc. Handwriting



s/s 9511464 ,
United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520 

June 20, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR:

SUBJECT:

Mr. Andrew D. Sens
Executive Secretary
National Security Council Staff
The White House

Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton 
from President Lech Walesa of the Republic of Poland 
which is transmitted for your information.

This correspondence was received in the Information Resources 
Management Section of the Executive Secretariat on June 20, 1995. 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action.

Chief, S/S-IRM/RMD 
Information Resources Management Section 

Records Management Division 
Executive Secretariat 

647-2991


