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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 6, 1998 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER tlUi r 
to Ir/sh American Unity Foundation SUBJECT: Letter 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from the Irish American Unity Foundation 
(IAUF) leadership. 

Background 

The IAUF wrote you prior to the May 22 referendum to thank you 
for your efforts to make peace in Ireland a reality, noting your 
specific contributions. It also expressed appreciation for the 
work of Senator Mitchell and the NSC staff (past and present). 

The letter goes on to raise concerns about the implementation of 
the Good Friday Accord, specifically in areas of human rights. 
It calls for rapid action to make changes for the better and 
asks for your support to see that all aspects of the agreement 
are adhered to. 

Your response notes the powerful signal the referendum sent of 
support for the Accord. You also assure of your continued 
commitment to the peace process. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachment 
Tab A Letter to the Irish American Unity Fe 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHfTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Delaney: 

Thank you for your letter of support for our 
efforts in the peace process. The referendums 
sent a powerful signal of support for the 
Accord among all communities, north and south. 

This validation of the work of many courageous 
people, some of whom you mentioned -- but also 
of the many Irish Americans who have stood for 
peace in Ireland -- empowers the political 
leaders to make good the promises of the Good 
Friday agreement. 

I will continue to stay involved in the peace 
process and share your desire to see rapid 
improvements in the lives of all people living 
in Northern Ireland. The agreement is but the 
beginning of a process that needs the effort 
and involvement of all those who are committed 
to a brighter future. 

I thank you and the members of the Irish 
American Unity Foundation for your support as 
we work toward a lasting peace. 

Sincerely, 

r,.». ~_,_F_r_, 
Mr. James A. Delaney 
Chairman of the Board 
Irish American Unity Foundation 
7 Duncan Place 
Nutley, New Jersey 07110 
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1Q·1sh ,\m€~•can unity foun()at1on 
7 Duncar, Place, Nutley, NJ 07110 

President William J ('Ii: 11011 

The White House 
Washington. DC 20:'00 
Via Fax: 202-456-241'1 I 

Dear Mr President. 

Phonl! CJ73-66 l-1235, Fax 973-235-1195 

May 15, 1998 

PAGE 01 

First or all WC, the officers ·>f the IAUF, wa.nt to profusely thank you for all you did lo rnake the Peace 
Agreement a reality W:thc1ut your inta-Ycntion there never would have been negotiations no Jess an actual 
agreement. Yow- coura!·co11s action in granting a visa to Gerry Adams and your constant monitoring of and 
involvement in the ac1u3l n•:gotiat!Ons brought this document to fruition In addition we wish to express our 
gratitude to Senator CicNgc Mitchdl and .111 the members of the National Security Cow1 :iL especially Sandy 
Rcrgcr Jrm Steinberg ;wd 1.imJ Butler a~ well as to Tony Lake and Nancy Soderberg. 

The Peace Agrccmen1 it.elf is a magnificent accomplishment. It is truly a mast~iece of bargaining, 
compromise. concession:; a11d resourceful maneuvering to resolve apparentl~· iotrnctablc problems There is a 
long way to go yet but the blueprint is in place. Although many people c:ontributcd to this solution Senator 
Mitchell was undoubt~dl\ the: architect. 

W c arc 'cry anxious for this to be the bas is of a lasting settlement to this ancient conflic \ and therefore would 
like to share some thoug111s on what we sec as possible pitfalls We don't mean to sound omniscient but the 
officers of the IAUF ha\ e been involved in the struggle for lruman rights in Ireland for n·any years. While the 
Peace Agra:mcnt olTers hope. that hope cm only be realized by constant pressure and et~al vigilance. 
History is replete with c:·:aniplcs of treach•::ry b~· the British government in dealing \\ith the Irish. The Treaty of 
Limerick, the Act of Union and che Bord<:r Commission are just a few c:-.:amplcs. With Lil due respect Mr 
President we would like \) nffer some .:un-cnt examples. 

When the Framework Dx:ument \\as signed it was supposedly going to improve human rights for all and build 
confidence among nationali-;ts in regards 10 the fairness of the crO\~n security forces. It"~ sad to say that 
Northern Ireland has hem t;nder direct rnl: from Westminster since 1972 and there has heen virtually no 
impro.,,.cmcnt in human 1 ii;ht~ in that quaner century The important feature which the Framework Docwncnt 
(ac1hlulcd \•·ali lo allo" I hi.: Unil.l.!d Kingdcm to cx.Lradit.e suspected IRA members from L tc Rc...-public of Ireland 
When the Fair Empl()'1i:cnt Act '\\1!111 into effect m 1990 it was supposed to rectify the blatant injustices in the 
employm.;nt picture but ift.::r all this time a Catholic is still mDT"e than twice as likely to he unemployed as 11 

Protcslant The record c 1· i! :norinr and cm cring up abuses on both sides of the divide is egregious. 

The Agreement prondc~ lh;U som~~ of the more difficult issues are to be resolved by ind' pendent commissions. 
A recently constituted in.jcpendcnr wmmission is the Parade Commission. When it was ready to issue its first 
report Prime Minister Alair blocked it Is that what we can expect with the commissions provided for in the 
Peace Agreemcnt'1 In th.~ 5;1me vein. who will appoint the members of the commissions' One chairman has 
already been appQinted rlfld he is a former minister who served in Northern Ireland Can he be objective" Wi~!.... T .-, , 

Prime Minister Blair :tppnint all of the members? Mo Mow lam totally it,1J1ored recommc ndations from the (;' ·l \ (• 1 At'H 
Nationalist conununit,· br 1 ncmbers of the Parades Commission. Will Mr. Blair do the :;an1e? It does seem 
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that Mr Rlair is rcsoh cd tc1 r.xrif'. the injustices of the past but he has pressure from m11ny tocks and the 
discrimination 1s so ingnin.:c in man) quarters it has become endemic. 
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As you know m11itancs en torh sides of the divide are coalescing to bring down the Pcac: Agreement The head 
of the Orange Order has already been to S·X Mr. Blair in an attempt to ha\'e it nlrered There has been a call for 
a summit meeting amon; n:l{lonalisrs 10 air all aspects of the covenant with an eye to solidifying opposition. 
The L VF has resumed it; tcnorist aeti\·iti0s and there has been a call for extrcnusts m tlie nationalist 
community lo come togc:thc-r m an cf10n. t<) have the resumption of violence be more efkctive It also appears 
that unionists arc !ool-.m ~ L< •the May !.2nd vote to appraise their strength for possible p<irliarnentary vetoes. 

The hopes ofTcrcd by thi '. tcnns of the agmement are just that - hopes Many aspects arc. ambiguous and both 
n11tionnlists and unionisI s arc looking for the best outcome. What happens after May 22nd. 11sswning the 
agreement ~s approH.xi. ,j] lay the groundwork for the coming months There must be 1 rnmcdiate, substantial 
and radical changc The hwn'm right-; asp-!CLS must be pul inLo place qwckly and compn:he115i..-cl)·, parallel lo 
the nurtwmg of the n.::w political mslitutions. Success in the political arena depends entirely on the elimination 
of the mtl!rrdated huma 1 nghts problems If faith in the agreement is lost those inclinec toward ,·iolence may 
Ye~- well throw their lot in ,\·1th lh0sc who arc still pursuing that path If that happens all may be lost. 

Mr President we ;ire simp v tl)·ini; to encoW"age you to make sure that all aspects of the agreement are adhered 
tom both the letter and 1 he spirit of the document. If not we may be looking at many more deaths and decades 
more of senseless\ iolencc We in the IAIJF are looking forn·ard to eontinwng our wor~ together with your 
staff on the path toward: P' :ace i:IIl•j JWJtio: for All. 

Thank you for considering mr virws 

Sincerclv. 

Robert C. f.innon. Ph.D .. Pre·udtnt 

-~~ 
Norem A. Walsh. :;c Prc'i~ 57 4tl-< / /C: 
_:::J1f ~--------- __ :-i.e.-~------- .. 

Marie T Smith. Secretaf' 
- R. -- . .1 -~~l '.~~,!_0::7-c __ . 
Bcmsddtc C. Pl·hr~>n. lrc:u 11rc 

cc: Sandy Burger 
Jim Steinberg 
Larrv Butler 
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OK FOR SIGNATURE PER PHIL CAPLAN/SEAN MALONEY. 

RETURN ALL LETTER(S) AND ORJGINAL MEMO(S) TO 

STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. -

(initials) 
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S. gns.ture by , _ _ _ _, 
Okayfor l ~ 
Staff Se,c~e~~-~ ~ 
')ate~ 



THE WHfTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1998 

Dear Mr. Delaney: 

Thank you for your letter of support for our 
efforts in the peace process. The referendums 
sent a powerful signal of support for the 
Accord among all communities, north and south. 

This validation of the work of many courageous 
people, some of whom you mentioned -- but also 
of the many Irish Americans who have stood for 
peace in Ireland -- empowers the political 
leaders to make good the promises of the Good 
Friday agreement. 

I will continue to stay involved in the peace 
process and share your desire to see rapid 
improvements in the lives of all people living 
in Northern Ireland. The agreement is but the 
beginning of a process that needs the effort 
and involvement of all those who are committed 
to a brighter future. 

I thank you and the members of the Irish 
American Unity Foundation for your support as 
we work toward a lasting peace. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. James A. Delaney 
Chairman of the Board 

. fr 
"~ L>-J -... ...... -'"""""'~ 

Irish American Unity Foundation 
7 Duncan Place 
Nutley, New Jersey 07110 
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