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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 13, 1995

Kathy Ford

A oot

Dear Kathy:

Thanks so much for your letter of December 5.
It was wonderful to hear from you, and I really
appreciate your offer to help with our efforts
to secure a lasting peace in Northern Ireland.

I hope you’re well and that you have a %%V““
wonderful holiday season.

Sincerely,

REAR L
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Dear Bill and Hillary:
What a joy to see your glorious reception in Northem Ireland!

The year before I left Little Rock I lived with a guy from Ireland (who's now mayor of Waldron...)
and became deeply interested in Irish culture, history and "The Troubles.” I visited Northern
Ireland in 1990 and came away with such a profound sadness: the roadblocks, the checkpoints, the
British troops tramping through fields, hovering in choppers over the campground, aiming rifles in
our faces. It was hard to believe I was in the western-most European country! Such a beautiful
country and such wonderful, wonderful people -- so forlom and forgotten by the rest of the world.

Over the years I ‘ve continued my interest and have come to know many Irish here in America. 1
must admit I never thought I would see an end to the conflict. It goes so far beyond religion, which
I wish the preas would point out more often, if ever.

T'l}nnk you for visiting that little piece of the world. And thank you for helping to bring peace.

If I may ever be of service in the cause of Ireland/Northern Ireland, please call on me. It's a cause
dear to my heart.

Sincerely, Your Friend,

F e, foid —

Kathy Ford

p-8. You're Judy Collins fans -- dig out your old album and listen to "Patriot's Game." Pretty well
sums up the past...thank God there's a new future.
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