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i THE WHITE HOUSE

| WASHINGTON

~ January 31, 1998
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMURIL BERG%@&//

JOHN HTILLEY
il ) ‘CFSL)
SUBJECT: Letter to Representative Walsh on Northern
Ireland
Purpose

Respond teo a letter from Representative Walsh requesting a
meeting for the Friends of Ireland to discuss the peace process.

Background

Representative Walsh, Chairman of the Friends of Ireland, wrote
you to follow up your conversation at a Christmas party on his
recent visit to Ireland. (He was in Dublin and Edinburgh with
Representative Gilman and o*ther members in November.) He
offered to have the Friends of ireland, one of two groupings of
members concerned with Ireland, meet with you to discuss the
peace process, in particular economic aspects.

We recommend instead that you offer a meeting with Jim Steinberg
and Jim Lyons as more useful for this group, which competes and
overlaps with the Ad Hoc Committee (total of 145 members between
them). 1In your response, you note that the recent killings in
Northern Ireland demonstrate the fragiiity of the peace process
and the need for the United States to be perceived 2s an even-
handed supporter of the neace process.

RECOMMENDATION 014

AN

That you sign che letter at Tab A.

(ib\
Attachments \XWW

Tab A Letter to Representative James Walsh
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
Tab C Membership List of the two Irish Congressional groups

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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THE WHITE HOUST

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative Walsh:

Thank you for your letter concerning the situation in Northern
Ireland. I came away from my excellent meeting with Bertie
Ahern sharing your assessment that the new governments in Dublin
and London have made a difference in advancing the peace
process. I agree that extending evenly the benefits of economic
prosperity in the North is a key factor in anchoring a lasting
peace. The recent spate of killings demonstrates the fragility
of the process, underscoring the need for Americans to play an
impartial role in supporting all participants in the talks.

I understand that you met with Deputy National Security Advisor
Jim Steinberg immediately before your trip. T think it would be
useful for the Friends of Ireland to meet again with him and Jim
Lyons, my new Special Advisor for Economic Initiatives 1in
Ireland, to share your impressions from the trip and assess
prospects and implications for a successful conclusion to the
talks. Jim Lyons is developing a new set of programs aimed at
creating jobs in particularly difficult areas.

Thank you again for your letter. I join you in hoping for a
successful conclusion of the talks this year in Belfast.

B Ot

Sincerely,

The Honorable James T. Walsh
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3225
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 2, 1998

Dear Representative Walsh:

Thank you for your letter concerning the situation in Northern
Ireland. I came away from my excellent meeting with Bertie
Ahern sharing your assessment that the new governments in Dublin
and London have made a difference in advancing the peace
process. I agree that extending evenly the benefits of economic
prosperity in the North is a key factor in anchoring a lasting
peace. The recent spate of killings demonstrates the fragility
of the process, underscoring the need for Americans to play an
impartial role in supporting all participants in the talks.

I understand that you met with Deputy National Security Advisor
Jim Steinberg immediately before your trip. I think it would be
useful for the Friends of Ireland to meet again with him and Jim
Lyons, my new Special Advisor for Economic Initiatives in
Ireland, to share your impressions from the trip and assess
prospects and implications for a successful conclusion to the
talks. Jim Lyons is developing a new set of programs aimed at
creating jobs in particularly difficult areas.

Thank you again for your letter. I join you in hoping for a
successful conclusion of the talks this year in Belfast.

Sincerely, #a

The Honorable James T. Walsh _
House of Representatives 980204
Washington, D.C. 20515-3225
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