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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1998 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Letter to Representative Walsh on Northern 
Ireland 

Respond to a letter from ~epresentative Walsh requesting a 
meeting for the Friends of Ireland to discuss the peace process. 

Background 

Representative Walsh, Chairman of the Friends of Ireland, wrote 
you to follow up your conversation at a Christmas party on his 
recent visit to Ireland. (He was in Dublin and Edinburgh with 
Representative Gilman and o~her members in November.) He 
offered to have the Friends of iLeland, one of two groupings of 
members concerned with Ireland, meet with you to discuss the 
peace process, in particular economic aspects. 

We recoITL~end instead that you offer a meeting with Jim Steinberg 
and Jim Lyons as more useful for this group, which competes and 
overlaps with the Ad Hoc Committee (total of 145 members between 
them) . In your response, you note that the recent killings in 
Northern Ireland dE?monstrate the fragility of th2 peace prore:ss 
and the need for the United States to be perceived 2s 3G ~ven

handed supporter of the ~eace process. 

P.SCOMMENDATION 

That you sign ~he letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to Representative James Walsh 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

--· 

Tab C Membership List of the two Irish Congressional groups 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



TH E W H IT E H 0 US r: 

WASll 1 NUl'ON 

Dear Representative Walsh: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the situation in Northern 
Ireland. I came away from my excellent meeting with Bertie 
Ahern sharing your assessment that the new governments in Dublin 
and London have made a difference in advancing the peace 
process. I agree that extending evenly the benefits of economic 
prosperity in the North is a key factor in anchoring a lasting 
peace. The recent spate of killings demonstrates the fragility 
of the process, underscoring the need for Americans to play an 
impartial role in supporting all participants in the talks. 

I understand that you met with Deputy National Security Advisor 
Jim Steinberg inunediately before your trip. I think it would be 
useful for the Friends of Ireland to meet again with him and Jim 
Lyons, my new Special Advisor for Economic Initiatives in 
Ireland, to share your impressions from the trip and ~ssess 
prospects and implications for a successful conclusion to the 
talks. Jim Lyons is developing a new set of programs aimed at 
creating jobs in particularly difficult areas. 

Thank you again for your letter. I join you in hoping for a 
successful conclusion of the talks this year in Belfast. 

The Honorable James T. Walsh 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3225 

Sincerely, 



2-2..-qo 

(date) 

RM: 

NSCPACKAGE 

OK FOR SIGNATURE PER TODD STERN. 

RETURN ALL LETTER(S) AND ORIGINAL MEMO(S) TO STAFF 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

(initials) 

Okay fl,r Signat~~ \ 
Dep Stf Secretary ' G.f ~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 2, 1998 

Dear Representative Walsh: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the situation in Northern 
Ireland. I came away from my excellent meeting with Bertie 
Ahern sharing your assessment that the new governments in Dublin 
and London have made a difference in advancing the peace 
process. I agree that extending evenly the benefits of economic 
prosperity in the North is a key factor in anchoring a lasting 
peace. The recent spate of killings demonstrates the fragility 
of the process, underscoring the need for Americans to play an 
impartial role in supporting all participants in the talks. 

I understand that you met with Deputy National Security Advisor 
Jim Steinberg immediately before your trip. I think it would be 
useful for the Friends of Ireland to meet again with him and Jim 
Lyons, my new Special Advisor for Economic Initiatives in 
Ireland, to share your impressions from the trip and assess 
prospects and implications for a successful conclusion to the 
talks. Jim Lyons is developing a new set of programs aimed at 
creating jobs in particularly difficult areas. 

Thank you again for your letter. I join you in hoping for a 
successful conclusion of the talks this year in Belfast. 

The Honorable James T. Walsh 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3225 

Sincerely, 

980204 
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