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• 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

THE DIRECTOR 

The Honorable James T. Walsh 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Walsh: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

June 16, 1999 

Thank you for your letter to the President on the implementation of the Irish Peace Process 
Cultural and Training Act. I am responding on his behalf. 

This Administration is committed to supporting lasting peace in Northern Ireland and 
assisting iis transition to a peacetime economy. The President has demonstrated this 8upport 
through his direct role in the peace process and consistent promotion of programs and activities 
that foster, and seek to fortify, peace in the region. When the President signed the Irish Peace 
Process Cultural and Training Act of 1998, he once more reiterated his commitment. 

As you noted in your letter, many in the Administration have worked together to develop 
the three-year program established by the Act to provide 4,000 men and women from the region 
with skills that can foster a strong peacetime economy. Be assured that the Administration will 
make available adequate resources to implement fully this important program. We are actively 
reviewing funding options that will expedite initial program implementation. 

Again, thank you for your letter. The Administration looks forward to working with you 
on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Director 
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 

D ~: 1 9 L1~r---
_J ~··~\I 1600 Pennsylvmia Avenne, N.\V. 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

! 

I am writing to follow up on our St. Patrick's Day lunch discussion and your offer of assjstance 
in securing funding for the implementation of the Irish Peace Process Cultural and Training 
Program Act of 1998. Given the current stalemate qnd tec;:ent murders in Norther:o. Ireland, now 
more trum ever a co-nfidence-building measure from the United States is needed to ensure full 
impkme:ntaticn of ~:he G.;:1od Fri~y Agreement. 

Public Law l 05~319 created a three-year program with 4,000 non~irnmigrant visas available each 
year targeting young men and women from both comm'llllities in Noxthertt Ireland and the border 
counties of Ireland. It aims to assist the region in its transition to a peacetime economy by 
providing those inr:!\i.viduals an opportunity to obtain valuable job skills and return home with the 
skills necessary to attract private i.nvt?;sttncnt to their local economies. 

Pat Nelson, Kitty Higgins. fun Lyons and imm,y others in your Administration have done a great 
deal of work developing a comprehensive program that can be executed very quickly. The 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations bill is an opportunity to both fund the prograni ~d 
send a strong message of our support for a new Northern Ireland.. 

In the Irish-American ca mm unity there is a great deal of interest iri the Visa and support for 
lasting peace in Northern Ireland... Your leadership on this issue has brought about remaikable 
progress that none would have thought possible before your presidency. 

Thank you fo.r your consideration and I look fOl'WSI'd to your response. 

Friends oflreland 

~VV.J 
10 00;.:'. 



April 12, 1999 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to follow up on our St. Patrick's Day lunch discussion and your offer of assistance 
in securing funding for the implementation of the Irish Peace Process Cultural and Training 
Program Act of 1998. Given the current stalemate and recent murders in Northern Ireland, now 
more than ever a confidence-building measure from the United States is needrd i.o ensure full 
implementation of the Good Friday Agreement. 

Public Law I 05-319 created a three-year program with 4,000 non--immigrant visas available each 
year targeting young men and women from both communities in Northern Ireland and the border 
counties of Ireland. It aims to assist the region in its transition to a peacetime economy by 
providing those individuals an opportunity to obtain valuable job skills and return home with the 
skills necessary to attract private investment to their local economies. 

Pat Nelson, Kitty Higgins, Jim Lyons and many others in your Administration have done a great 
deal of work developing a comprehensive program that can be executed very quickly. The 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations bill is an opportunity to both fund the program and 
send a strong message of our support for a new Northern Ireland. 

In the Irish-American community there is a great deal of interest in the Visa and support for 
lasting peace in Northern Ireland. Your leadership on this issue has brought about remarkable 
progress that none would have thought possible before your presidency. 

Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to your response. 

Si 

,ilJ1es T. Walsh 
;j!h~irman 
Friends of Ireland 


