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Mr. William J. Flynn 
Mr. George D. Schwab 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 4, 1998 

National Conunittee On American Foreign Policy 
320 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Mr. Flynn and Mr. Schwab: 

On behalf of President Clinton, thank you for your support 
of a Presidential visit to Northern Ireland prior to the 
referendum on May 22, 1998. 

The tremendous demands on the President's schedule did not 
permit the White House to honor your request. Please know that 
your request was given full consideration and that President 
Clinton appreciates your interest. Should you need further 
scheduling assistance, please feel free to contact my office. 

Once again, thank you for contacting the White House. 

SSS/kxc 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie S. Streett 
Assistant to the President 
Director of Presidential Scheduling 
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April20, 1998 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

...___ -

As the National Committee on American Foreign Policy celebrates the 
successful completion of the first stage of the complex peace process in 
Northern Ireland, it seems appropriate to tell you again how appreciative 
we are of your decision to grant a visa to Gerry Adams to enter the 
United States to attend the National Committee's Conference on 
Northern Ireland at the Waldorf Astoria on February 1, 1994. As you 
realized then, bringing the leader of Sinn Fein "in from the cold" and 
giving him an opportunity to present his views in his own voice 
uncensored by public authorities did tum the tide against the use of the 
bomb and the bullet in the historic conflict in the North oflreland. Just as 
you convinced Sinn Fein and the IRA that the United States was ready. to 
help the people of Northern Ireland attain peace, so too did you persuade 
the leaders of the political parties representing the Loyalist paramilitary 
forces that the good offices of the United States would be used only to 
promote the nonpartisan goals of peace and justice in Northern Ireland. 

Even as we applauded your decision to visit Northern Ireland in 1995 and 
to appoint former Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell as your 
economic representative in Northern Ireland, we did not realize the extent 
to which those decisions would prove to be epic. Your historic trip and 
the judicious role that Senator Mitchell played as the appointed chairman 
of the all-party peace talks for almost two years convinced almost all of 
the contending parties that the United States is unequivocally committed 
to ending the conflict in Northern Ireland and that now is the time to 
forge peace. 

. ,,·1 
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Because we believe that a second tri to Northern Ireland before the 

__ M_~!: ere~.~~-~-o_u _;1.2,.!.~~~-~~$-d~pJfi.QfJh~Q~.§~~2'fl!§IJE§.!_. ___ _ 
to a peacefulsettlement and enhance the prospect that the referendum 

--will 6e'apj)ro\;e(fby'a"mafority of the people in Northern Ireland, the 

--1~fa.tiQn&£:.9mmit_tee ... 9J1Am.~r.i.~~n. ~-~~~!$!1 ~~_li~Y .. r~comm_ends that you 
revisit the scene of your remarka~J~ .. firniY.i~~UQ.}1~prtb,ernJreland ... And 

--- ·-\~ecan~assuie .. you thiiTryO'~"<le~ide to campaign in person for the. 
passage of the referendum, the chairman of the National Committee will 
be waiting to salute you on the steps of City Hall in Belfast next month. 

'T5·~ r~ 
William J. Flynn 
Chairman 

Respectfully, 

rPu'!( ~ )cL>J, 
George D. Schwab 
President 
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