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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 27, 1997 

THE PRESIDENT 

SAMUEL BERGER@ ~ 
JOHN HILLEY -irv-.-\~i'.\\r\ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Representatives Gilman, 
King, Manton and Neal 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from Representatives Ben Gilman, Pete 
King, Tom Manton and Richard Neal. 

Background 

These Representatives, who co-chair the Ad Hoc Committee for 
Irish Affairs, wrote to you concerning the Northern Ireland peace 
process. Your response is at Tab A. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letters at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letters to Representative Gilman et al. 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1997 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
I am grateful for your support of my Administration's commitment 
to achieving a just and lasting settlement of that tragic 
conflict. 

I share your conviction that there is now a historic opportunity 
for peace in Northern Ireland. Tony Blair and I discussed this 
subject at length during my recent visit to London and in 
Denver, and I believe he wants to get a meaningful negotiating 
process underway as soon as possible. Against this backdrop the 
IRA's murder of the two policemen in Lurgan June 16 can be 
understood not only as a brutal crime, but also as a deliberate 
provocation aimed at the peace process. As the height of the 
marching season approaches, both nationalists and unionists must 
show a spirit of compromise and political courage. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will spare no effort 
in our attempts to help move the peace process forward. I look 
forward to working with you and with other members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Irish Affairs on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
Chairman 
Committee on International Relations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3220 9 7 01 01 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1997 

Dear Representative King: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
I am grateful for your support of my Administration's commitment 
to achieving a just and lasting settlement of that tragic 
conflict. 

I share your conviction that there is now a historic opportunity 
for peace in Northern Ireland. Tony Blair and I discussed this 
subject at length during my recent visit to London and in 
Denver, and I believe he wants to get a meaningful negotiating 
process underway as soon as possible. Against this backdrop the 
IRA's murder of the two policemen in Lurgan June 16 can be 
understood not only as a brutal crime, but also as a deliberate 
provocation aimed at the peace process. As the height of the 
marching season approaches, both nationalists and unionists must 
show a spirit of compromise and political courage. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will spare no effort 
in our attempts to help move the peace process forward. I look 
forward to working with you and with other members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Irish Affairs on this important issue. 

The Honorable Peter T. King 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3203 

Sincerely, 

9 7 07 07 



THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1997 

Dear Tom: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
I am grateful for your support of my Administration's commitment 
to achieving a just and lasting settlement of that tragic 
conflict. 

I share your conviction that there is now a historic opportunity 
for peace in Northern Ireland. Tony Blair and I discussed this 
subject at length during my recent visit to London and in 
Denver, and I believe he wants to get a meaningful negotiating 
process underway as soon as possible. Against this backdrop the 
IRA's murder of the two policemen in Lurgan June 16 can be 
understood not only as a brutal crime, but also as a deliberate 
provocation aimed at the peace process. As the height of the 
marching season approaches, both nationalists and unionists must 
show a spirit of compromise and political courage. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will spare no effort 
in our attempts to help move the peace process forward. I look 
forward to working with you and with other members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Irish Affairs on this important issue. 

The Honorable Thomas J. Manton 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3207 

Sincerely, i\ 

9 7 G1 07 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1997 

Dear Richard: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
I am grateful for your support of my Administration's commitment 
to achieving a just and lasting settlement of that tragic 
conflict. 

I share your conviction that there is now a historic opportunity 
for peace in Northern Ireland. Tony Blair and I discussed this 
subject at length during my recent visit to London and in 
Denver, and I believe he wants to get a meaningful negotiating 
process underway as soon as possible. Against this backdrop the 
IRA's murder of the two policemen in Lurgan Jµne 16 can be 
understood not only as a brutal crime, but also as a deliberate 
provocation aimed at the peace process. As the height of the 
marching season approaches, both nationalists and unionists must 
show a spirit of compromise and political courage. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will spare no effort 
in our attempts to help move the peace process forward. I look 
forward to working with you and with other members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Irish Affairs on this important issue. 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2102 

Sincerely, ~ 

ftW 

9 7 01 01 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
I am grateful for your support of my Administration's commitment 
to achieving a just and lasting settlement of that tragic 
conflict. 

I share your conviction that there is now a historic opportunity 
for peace in Northern Ireland. Tony Blair and I discussed this 
subject at length during my recent visit to London and in 
Denver, and I believe he wants to get a meaningful negotiating 
process underway as soon as possible. Against this backdrop the 
IRA's murder of the two policemen in Lurgan June 16 can be 
understood not only as a brutal crime, but also as a deliberate 
provocation aimed at the peace process. As the height of the 
marching season approaches, both nationalists and unionists must 
show a spirit of compromise and political courage. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will spare no effort 
in our attempts to help move the peace process forward. I look 
forward to working with you and with other members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Irish Affairs on this important issue. 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Committee on International Relations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3220 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Representative King: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
I am grateful for your support of my Administration's commitment 
to achieving a just and lasting settlement of that tragic 
conflict. 

I share your conviction that there is now a historic opportunity 
for peace in Northern Ireland. Tony Blair and I discussed this 
subject at length during my recent visit to London and in 
Denver, and I believe he wants to get a meaningful negotiating 
process underway as soon as possible. Against this backdrop the 
IRA's murder of the two policemen in Lurgan June 16 can be 
understood not only as a brutal crime, but also as a deliberate 
provocation aimed at the peace process. As the height of the 
marching season approaches, both nationalists and unionists must 
show a spirit of compromise and political courage. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will spare no effort 
in our attempts to help move the peace process forward. I look 
forward to working with you and with other members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Irish Affairs on this important issue. 

The Honorable Peter T. King 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3203 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Torn: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
I am grateful for your support of my Administration's commitment 
to achieving a just and lasting settlement of that tragic 
conflict. 

I share your conviction that there is now a historic opportunity 
for peace in Northern Ireland. Tony Blair and I discussed this 
subject at length during my recent visit to London and in 
Denver, and I believe he wants to get a meaningful negotiating 
process underway as soon as possible. Against this backdrop the 
IRA's murder of the two policemen in Lurgan June 16 can be 
understood not oniy as a brutal crime, but also as a deliberate 
provocation aimed at the peace process. As the height of the 
marching season approaches, both nationalists and unionists must 
show a spirit of compromise and political courage. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will spare no effort 
in our attempts to help move the peace process forward. I look 
forward to working with you and with other members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Irish Affairs on this important issue. 

The Honorable Thomas J. Manton 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3207 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

Dear Richard: 

Thank you for your letter on the Northern Ireland peace process. 
I am grateful for your support of my Administration's commitment 
to achieving a just and lasting settlement of that tragic 
conflict. 

I share your conviction that there is now a historic opportunity 
for peace in Northern Ireland. Tony Blair and I discussed this 
subject at length during my recent visit to London and in 
Denver, and I believe he wants to get a meaningful negotiating 
process underway as soon as possible. Against this backdrop the 
IRA's murder of the two policemen in Lurgan June 16 can be 
understood not only as a brutal crime, but also as a deliberate 
provocation aimed at the peace process. As the height of the 
marching season approaches, both nationalists and unionists must 
show a spirit of compromise and political courage. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will spare no effort 
in our attempts to help move the peace process forward. I look 
forward to working with you and with other members of the Ad Hoc 
Committee for Irish Affairs on this important issue. 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2102 

Sincerely, 
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