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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1997 

THE PRESIDENT ~ 

SAMUEL BERGEP< 
JOHN HILLEY r-\~i\-°"' 

Letter to Representative James Walsh 

To respond to a letter from Representative James Walsh, Chairman 
of the Friends of Ireland. 

Background 

Representative Walsh wrote urging your continued support for the 
peace process in Northern Ireland and updating you on a recent 
trip that he and colleagues took to the region. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to Representative Walsh 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASlllNUTON 

April 4, 1997 

Dear Representative Walsh: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the trip that you and your 
colleagues took to Northern Ireland last month. 

Please rest assured that my Administration will continue its 
efforts to help move the peace process forward. In spite of the 
fact that the Belfast talks were adjourned on March 5 without as 
much tangible progress as we would have liked, I remain convinced 
that these talks offer the best prospect for achieving a just and 
lasting settlement. Like you, I hope the participants will 
return to the talks in June with a firm commitment to make rapid 
progress. In the meantime, my Administration will work to help 
lay the groundwork for success once the talks resume. We will 
also continue to call on the IRA to declare an unequivocal cease­
fire, which is the only way the talks can include Sinn Fein. 

I look' forward to working with you and with other members of the 
Friends of Ireland Caucus on this important issue. 

The Honorable James T. Walsh 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Sincerely, 
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