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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 23, 1998 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

SAMUEL BERGER g) ,-~ 
Presidential Message to Glencree, Irish 
Reconciliation Centre 
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To encourage Glencree's continued work for peace in Ireland. 

Background 

Ireland's renowned Glencree Centre for Reconciliation has 
involved over 6,500 persons from Ireland, Northern Ireland, and 
Great Britain in its efforts at peace building and conflict 
management. It is elaborating a four-year program in response 
to the evolving needs of the Northern Ireland peace process and 
would appreciate a message of recognition and encouragement. 

Earlier this summer the Centre solicited endorsements from you, 
Prime Minister Tony Blair and Taoiseach Bertie Ahern to be used 
in their information brochure. We were not able to comply due 
to the nature of the request and intended use. However, our 
Embassy in Dublin, having participated in many of the Centre's 
programs, supports you sending a letter to the Centre's director 
expressing broad appreciation for his organization's work. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to Ian White, Director, Glencree Centre 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. White: 

During my visit to Ireland in September, I was profoundly 
impressed by the depth of commitment to a just and lasting peace 
I encountered. A great number of people and institutions have 
contributed to this development, including your own Glencree 
Centre for Reconciliation. 

I understand the Centre has hosted thousands of people from 
every part of Ireland and the British Isles for programs on 
building peace and managing conflict. You have reached out to 
involve a broad cross-section of society, from politicians and 
clerics to youth and community workers. Perhaps your work with 
the victims of violence has had the most resonance for building 
a lasting peace on your island, for it is they who bear the 
physical and emotional scars of a violent past that must not be 
repeated. 

I commend your work for giving the public the on-going 
opportunity to be a part of the peace process through your many 
programs, which are open to people of all religious and 
political traditions. In this way, Glencree.·serves as a lasting 
monument to past tragedies and as a beacon of hope for those 
prepared to carry on the important work of reconciliation. 

Mr. Ian White 
Director 

Sincerely, 
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Glencree Centre for Reconciliation 
The Centre 
Glencree, Co. Wicklow 
Ireland 
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TI-IE WHITE HOlJSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 25, 1998 

Dear Mr. White: 

During my visit to Ireland in September, I was profoundly 
impressed by the depth of corrunitment to a just and lasting peace 
I encountered. A great number of people and institutions have 
contributed to this development, including your own Glencree 
Centre for Reconciliation. 

I understand the Centre has hosted thousands of people from 
every part of Ireland and the British Isles for programs on 
building peace and managing conflict. You have reached out to 
involve a broad cross-section of society, from politicians and 
clerics to youth and corrununity workers. Perhaps your work with 
the victims of violence has had the most resonance for building 
a lasting peace on your island, for it is they who bear the 
physical and emotional scars of a violent past that must not be 
repeated. 

I corrunend your work for giving the public the on-going 
opportunity to be a part of the peace process through your many 
programs, which are open to people of all religious and 
political traditions. In this way, Glencree serves as a lasting 
monument to past tragedies and as a beacon of hope for those 
prepared to carry on the important work of reconciliation. 

Mr. Ian White 
Director 

Sincerely, 

Glencree Centre for Reconciliation 
The Centre 
Glencree, Co. Wicklow 
Ireland 
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