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Robert C. Linnon, Ph.D. 
National President 

United States Department of Stalt· 

Washli1gto11, D.C. 20.):!0 

June 20, 2000 

Irish American Unity Foundation 
607 Southwest 8th Place 
Boynton Beach, FL 33426 

Dear Dr. Linnon: 

Thank you for your March 1, 2000 letter to President 
Clinton expressing your concern for the Northern Ireland 
peace process. The President has asked that I reply on his 
behalf. 

I share your concern about the problems faced by ex­
prisoners and the importance of reintegrating them into a 
peaceful society and commend your organization for the work 
it has done to resolve this issue. The recent 
reinstatement of devolved government in the province has 
been a truly momentous achievement, but there is still much 
to be done. Organizations such as yours provide vital 
support as the quest for peace continues. 

The Administration will continue to support and 
facilitate the peace process. We will stay in touch with 
officials of both governments and with representatives and 
leaders of all political parties to encourage creativity 
and flexibility in the search for sustained peace and 
reconciliation. We, will also continue to support programs 
such as the International Fund for Ireland (IFI) and the 
Irish Peace Process Cultural and Training Program (Walsh 
Visa Program) in order to assist in improving the economic 
situation within the province. Once again, thank you for 
your letter and your continued involvement in the Northern 
Ireland peace process. 

Sincerely, 

~/\--!(dL 
James I. Gadsden 
Deputy A·ssistant Secretary 
European Affairs 
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M;irch 1. 2000 

It seems that c'.TI)' time J v.ritc to you it is to express my gratitude for your help 
with thi: Irish •;11uation. Thi:; time is no exception. Over the years yo 1J have done 
so much tu lai:il tatc a just <llld lasting peace in Ireland and now, once again, the 
proi;.res,.. .;..::o.Tl: ., hav,~ run into a major roadblock. However. there d<•e:- seem to 
he u grou.ing. :~:1tiine11t l<i r1..~cstablish the Assembly and the Executiv•: while 
discussion:-- \.a,111 he held to resolve the decommissioning issue. I'm s11re you will 
have inp111 int•• ial arid 1 h11pe the parties concerned will heed your a:lvic::e. 

Tht.:n: an.: lwn n1 h<:'.r m:rncr~; to which l would like to call your attt.:nt11 •11 which 
might have a hL'.1ring •.m th1.' big picture. The first is that some hardli11~ 
rcpuhl icrn'., (( ;i1 h0lic:-) han: expressed the view that the current cri!-i' has flpened 
a winJow 1 ,r < ·r:•or'tunit) for them. I'm sure they intend to appeal to 1·l:publican 
fcnc.:-siltcr·- i1• ,si: thi~ :.itt1<1o:ion to convince them that the Good Friday 
Agreerm.·nt i ~; '1111 working .md the proper solution is armed conflict. If the crisis 
is m11 rL·sul' ':"' · 1on s.11rn.~ 111ay be convinced to join the hardliners which will just 
L'xaccrh'1t<.' m:111.:rs. 

The olh1.:r issu.: is the ~l(pri<;oners. They face monumental problems. 111ey cannot 
work with 1.:hilcfren. LliC) cwmol work for the government, they lack inarkctable 
~kills. t~c:: l:id :;~·lf-c·,:inlidrnce and !na:1y need psycholog!cal coun~:~ ling. \Vi th 
th.: propt:r ~'~~. ,·; .ance I h(·y l •)Uld make significant contributions to tht quality of 
life in lr1..·la11d 1 anh ;ind ~<11Jth. We in the IAUF have been in touch ·.>.ith leaders 
from hl)th 1.:n11111unities and have been looking for a way to ofter assistance of 
some surl. h11 l" no avail. In the current political vacuum in No11.hcr n Ireland 
many of' lh...:"l r·•:ople nughl he persuaded to vent their frustrations af<I resort to 
what th~·v :11 :.·h I know 1-K-sl -- violence. 

t-'.,\Ct I h1 ·ou~h £conom1c 0€V€l.opmF.nt 
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The Good Frid a~ Agreement states, "The Govem,,,ent.5 continue to rec ·ognise the 
impnrtann: u/m.·asurc·\' to Jacilitate the reintegration of Prisoners int'.1 the 
communitv hy prm,.iding support both prior lo and after relea.5e. inclu.Jing 
a.nistann' dire1·1,.·d to..,.,·ords ovai/ing of employment opportunities re-iraining 
and/or re-skit/inn andJurtha education." Apparently this paragraph 1f the GFA 
is being overl1Jo~ ed. ML Pr8sident, these young men and women could pose a 
very serinu.-; thff;:tt to reacc if their needs are not addressed and if the Executive 
and the A!'iscmhh arc not reinstituted. Perhaps it is an issue in which l'rime 
Minister Blair "lluld oe ket~nly interested. Jfany committee is consti111te.d to 
explore this m•1t1er I would appreciate being included. 

Thank y0u for c• 'nsidning my views. 

Sincerely. 

ii_~ I 
.~, 

'- . 

Robert C Linno11. Ph.D. 
National Prl.'sidr.:11t 

cc: Rep. Gilman, Chair·ma.n, International Relations Committee 
Rep. Wal,h. Chairman, Friends of Ireland 
Rep. (rq•.•1lt!y, Cn-chuir, Ad Hoc Comm. on Irish Affairs 
Rep. [~ngd, Member_ Adv. Comm., Ad Hoc Comm. on Irish Affairs 
Rep. K1n1~. Co-chair. Ad Hoc Comm. on Irish Affairs 
Rep. /\t•a!, Co-chair, Ad Hoc Comm. on Irish Affairs 
Richi::lrd f '· Nori mid. Dir. European Affair.:i 
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