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The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6225 

March 15, 1999 

The upcoming visit of the key leaders in the Northern Ireland peace process provides 
an opportunity for you to insist upon implementation of the agreement, especially the 
decommissioning of arms. 

I sincerely hope that you will inform all parties that the decommissioning of arms and 
a broad renunciation of violence in Northern Ireland will henceforth be the standard for: (1) 
receiving entry to the United States; and (2) an invitation to the White House. 

Mr. President, while the British and Irish Governments are to be commended for 
fulfilling their obligations in the peace process, many Americans are troubled by the refusal 
of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) to begin a process of disarmament as required by the 
Good Friday Accord. In essence, the IRA, and its political wing Sinn Fein, are stating that 
despite the risks and concessions others have taken for peace, terrorist violence will still 
remain an option for them in the event that peaceful negotiations and democratic processes 
produce an unsatisfactory result. 

This position is contrary to U.S. foreign policy interests and places innocent civilians, 
including American citizens, at risk in Great Britain and Ireland. 

Less than a year ago, in Omagh, an IRA-splinter group demonstrated through an 
atrocious act of terror the critical need to begin decommissioning of arms. Mr. President, it 
is imperative that you lend your voice, now, to the need for meeting this obligation. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
JESSE HELMS 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 17, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR GLYN T. DAVIES 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NSC Executive Secretariat 

JANET MURGUIA 
Legislative Affairs 

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached is a copy of a letter sent to the President by Sen. 
Jesse Helms (R-NC) . Since this letter addresses national 
security issues, we would pppreciate your assistance in drafting 
the response. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any 
questions, please call Eli Joseph at x67500. 
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