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February 10, 1996

STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT
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I have a few words to say about yesterday’s
terrorist bombing in London that injured scores of
innocent people. I know that all Americans join me
and Hillary in praying that those who were hurt
quickly become whole -- and that those responsible for
this terrible and cowardly act are quickly brought to

justice.

Let there be no mistake about the purpose of this
attack. It was aimed at the growing prospects for a
just and lasting peace in Northern Ireland. I am
deeply concerned by reports that the Irish Republican

Army has announced an end to the cease-fire.
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The cease-fire -- and the good will and hard work of
the parties to the Irish conflict -- have given the people
of Northern Ireland the greatest of gifts: the simple
blessings of a normal life. Since the cease fire went
into effect a year and a half ago, people of all faiths
have been able to go about their daily lives without the
disruption of searches and road blocks -- and
especially with the fear of the bullet and the bomb.

We must not turn away from the path to peace now.

I know that the overwhelming majority of Northern
Ireland’s people -- Catholics and Protestants alike --

want to stay on that path.
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During my visit to Northern Ireland last year, I could
see for myself that the desire for a lasting peace had
become a demand. No one and no organization has
the right to deny the people of Northern Ireland a
peaceful future. And I am determined to do all I can

to see that the enemies of peace do not succeed.

Last night, I spoke to British Prime Minister Major to
express America’s shock and sadness over this
despicable attack. I also spoke to Irish Prime Minister
Bruton. I assured them both of America’s continued
commitment to work for negotiations and a secure

peace.



And I reminded them of something that has become so
clear to me through our work to turn people from
hatred to hope around the world. The real differences
are not between Catholics and Protestants...Jews and
Arabs...or Muslims, Croats and Serbs. They are
between those who embrace peace and those who
reject it...those who look to the future and those
blinded by the past...those who open their arms and
those who still clench their fists. All of us must choose.
I know the people of Northern Ireland have chosen
peace. And we will not stop our efforts until that

peace has been secured.
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I have a few words to say about yesterday’s terrorist
bombing in London that injured scores of innocent people. I
know that all Americans join me and Hillary in praying that those
who were hurt quickly become whole -- and that those responsible
for this terrible and cowardly act are quickly brought to
justice.

Let there be no mistake about the purpose of this attack. It was
aimed at the growing prospects for a just and lasting peace in
Northern Ireland. I am deeply concerned by reports that the
Irish Republican Army has announced an end to the cease-fire.

The cease-fire -- and the good will and hard work of the parties
to the Irish conflict -- have given the people of Northern
Ireland the greatest of gifts: the simple blessings of a normal
life. Since the cease fire went into effect a year and a half
ago, people of all faiths have been able to go about their daily
lives without the disruption of searches and road blocks -- and
especially with the fear of the bullet and the bomb. We must not
turn away from the path to peace now.

I know that the overwhelming majority of Northern Ireland’s
people -- Catholics and Protestants alike -- want to stay on that
path. During my visit to Northern Ireland last year, I could see
for myself that the desire for a lasting peace had become a
demand. No one and no organization has the right to deny the
people of Northern Ireland a peaceful future. And I am
determined to do all I can to see that the enemies of peace do
not succeed.

Last night, I spoke to British Prime Minister Major to express
America’s shock and sadness over this despicable attack. 1 also
spoke to Irish Prime Minister Bruton. I assured them both of
America’s continued commitment to work for negotiations and a
secure peace. And I reminded them of something that has become
so clear to me through our work to turn people from hatred to
hope around the world. The real differences are not between
Catholics and Protestants...Jews and Arabs...or Muslims, Croats
and Serbs. They are between those who embrace peace and those
who reject it...those who look to the future and those blinded by
the past...those who open their arms and those who still clench
their fists. All of us must choose. I know the people of
Northern Ireland have chosen peace. And we will not stop our
efforts until that peace has been secured.
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I have a few words to say about yesterday’s terrorist
bombing in London that injured scores of innocent people. I
know that all Americans join me and Hillary in praying that those
who were hurt quickly become whole -- and that those responsible

for this terrible and cowardly act are quickly brought to
justice.

Let there be no mistake about the purpose of this attack. It was
aimed at the growing prospects for a just and lasting peace in
Northern Ireland. I am deeply concerned by reports that the
Irish Republican Army has announced an end to the cease-fire.

The cease-fire -- and the good will and hard work of the parties
to the Irish conflict -- have given the people of Northern
Ireland the greatest of gifts: the simple blessings of a normal
life. Since the cease fire went into effect a year and a half
ago, people of all faiths have been able to go about their daily
lives without the disruption of searches and road blocks -- and
especially with the fear of the bullet and the bomb. We must not
turn away from the path to peace now.

I know that the overwhelming majority of Northern Ireland’s
people -- Catholics and Protestants alike -- want to stay on that
path. During my visit to Northern Ireland last year, I could see
for myself that the desire for a lasting peace had become a
demand. No one and no organization has the right to deny the
people of Northern Ireland a peaceful future. And I am
determined to do all I can to see that the enemies of peace do
not succeed.

Last night, I spoke to British Prime Minister Major to express
America’s shock and sadness over this despicable attack. I also
spoke to Irish Prime Minister Bruton. I assured them both of
America’s continued commitment to work for negotiations and a
secure peace. And I reminded them of something that has become
so clear to me through our work to turn people from hatred to
hope around the world. The real differences are not between
Catholics and Protestants...Jews and Arabs...or Muslims, Croats
and Serbs. They are between those who embrace peace and those
who reject it...those who look to the future and those blinded by
the past...those who open their arms and those who still clench
their fists. All of us must choose. I know the people of
Northern Ireland have chosen peace. And we will not stop our
efforts until that peace has been secured.
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