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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 5, 1998 

ACTION ~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ~IDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER(J/A~/ 
LARRY STEINdJ{(!J,/' 

SUBJECT: Letter to Speaker Gingrich et al. on Irela~0ef5pM~!8t; 

Purpose 

Respond to Speaker Gingrich and six colleagues. 

Background 

Speaker Gingrich wrote you following his fortnight visit to 
Ireland in August, corrunending your involvement in the Good 
Friday Accord and reporting the outcome of his visit. The main 
points were that the Congress will work with the new Assembly in 
Belfast; that he supports the work of the International Fund for 
Ireland; and that the Congress is looking at new ways to spur 
job creation, including possibly a new visa program. 

In your reply, you note the importance of developing political 
institutions in Northern Ireland and encourage Congress's 
initiative; you report on your visit and on the people's 
commitment to peace; you address the visa/job creation idea 
noting Ireland's economic success has meant that its people no 
longer have to go abroad to find work; and you stress that our 
focus is on investing in change and development in Ireland to 
give people a direct stake in the outcome. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letters at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Congressional Letters 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Ken: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 



2 . 

The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Ken Bentsen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4325 

Sincerely, 

~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear John: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the funerican experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
.fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs. has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable John D. Dingell 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2216 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Anna: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly 011 how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514 

Sincerely, 

~ 

~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Representative LaHood: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and YQUr 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutinnal development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assenilily. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

Sincerely, f 

~~ ... 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1318 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Representative Lewis: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Jerry Lewis 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0540 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish ah inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assen~ly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Newt Gingrich 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1006 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Representative Walsh: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable James T. Walsh 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3225 

Sincerely, 

• 

~ ... '---...... -
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(ongrrt)5' of tbr ~nitcb i>tatrs 
~a!l~ington, ?I}(( 20513 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pc1U1sylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

A.ugu3t 1 J, 1998 

Our bip:utisan delegation has just concluderl ~even days of meetings and 
rlisr.ussions on th~ status of the peiicc vrucess in Nor1hr.m lrnland. We bnd the 
oppmtumty to meet with Prime Ministc1 Ah~rn and other !'Pnior officials of the Irish 
Govemmr.nt and with reprei::entotivcs of all tlte k~y panics in Nnrth~m Ireland, including 
the British Government. We believe that the comhiw.;ll efforts ofthP- parties to the 
conflict and the govr.rnments supporting the peace proi.:css - includine our own - have 
tn uughc us 10 a pivot a I point in lhc history of this struggle fur peace and jnshcc in 
Nurthem Ireland. If the momentum of recent events can be sustained. the pt'opl~ of 
Nor them Ireland will ch:irt <i course leading to long-tenn pem.:c and prosperity for all of 
JrelauJ. We want to share with you several initial observations to consider as y011 

prepare tu l:mbark on your trip to Jrrland next month. 

P. 2 '58~0 

first, we wuuh.l be remiss were we not to recognize your importa111 role in 
supporting the peace µiuccss. By all accounts. the leadership of Senator Geo1.~t: MitcheJI 
was crncial in the successful completion ofthP (jood Friday Agreement reacheu i11 April. 
It was un historic accomplislum:nt and we believe the agreement can serve as a .suli<..1 
foundation for the future of Nortlii.:m Ireland. We found all participants in the proce:,~ · 
as well as the people of Northern Ireland ·in strong 11ppreciatio11 ()ftho American rok 

Second, we believe that it is esscnti;il Lu keep all Northern Ireland's political 
p;irtir.c:: ;md their leaders active.ly inYolvcd in tht µuliLical institution' r.reatc.d by the 
a12reemrnt For the new Northcm Irclnn<l Assembly. 1l11.: Executive ComnHttce, and other 
~ . 

institutions to succeed, the parties mu:;t he encouraged lu give ground, to r.ome together, 
and to reach ;ic:r.ornmodations ofhisto1ic proportions. B1id.~ing rhc gaps het.w~en the 
panics is of TIJC utm0"t importance in estJhli:;hin~ stllbility a11u :;t:LLing the srage for 
rnminued progress. Tl is ;il'o ;m important element in minimiling :suppon for those 011 

both siuc.:s who will nor support pc>:ice and reconcili::ition under any rca~u11able 
circumstanc\O~ .. '\::; lht' elected represent.11ives to the As<.embly prepare to org<111iz1:: lheir 
government, slrcngthem:d by the ove1whelming vote of the electorate, further confokru.:e 
building measures will Ge rc:4uired. This is not the time for signatories to the agrcc1w::11L 
to be rai:;ing new dem;mds of their panners. 
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Thirrl, there will be established 11 bipartisan i11ltrparliamentary rel::1tionship 
between the Congrr.'' ::ind the Ass~mbly in No1thcm Irch1uu. We believe th:it our 
L.:!lcouragement anrt s11ppMt can be constructive and complc1uc11lary to the 
Auminisiration's diploimr.y We also want to explore ">vhat role might be played hy the 
Jntt:rnaliunal Republican Tnstit11te, the Nation;,il Democrntic Institute:, aml thc other 
clcmcnb uf tl1e National Endowment tor Democracy. 

p 3 

rourth, we hdJ dII opponunity to seP o;:Pveral projects undertnkcn by the 
!ntcmational fund for Iidaml. Ir is hard to overst;ite the value of this imprcssiYe 
initiative that has for over tc11 yt:ars had the strong hi partisan support of Congress and 
three US Presidents. The I.Fl ha:s cm1led tens ofthousanrls ofjobs in areas particulurly 
hard hit by the conflict. It continue::-; lu foster hope and promic:e where before only 
despair and destitution had been prcvalt11l. The American people r.;n1 be proud ofthoir 
contribution lo the process of reconciliation anJ id1uilding in Northern ln~land and the 
border counties of the Irish Republic. We also had au opportunity to begin r.onstrnction 
of Hclfast 's first "House that Congress Built" for a di&pl111.:l:t.l family under the :rnc:p1ces of 
Habitat Jor H11mm1ity. Habitat's i111pre3sivc work hc:lps the v il:tirns of sectarian conflicl 
to help themselves throughout Northern Irelnnd and operates si111ilar programs in over 
fitly nthr-r coun!nes across the globe. 

Fifth, we want to emph;isize the importance of encouraging economic growth in 
NorLhem Ireland through further T JS priv<lte sector investment. l n the ab3cncc of a 
)!,rowing tconomy creating jobs, the proN'"' ofreconciling differences between the two 
cuuw1u11i1ics uf Nonhem Ireland will he that m11r.h more difficult. We also want to 
cxplo1c ulltt:r wa:vs uf spurringjob creation inr.l11rline the. establishment ofa visa program 
for e:ducatio11 <mu t1ai11i11g. 

This is a critical momc:ut iu tilt: future of Northern Irelanrl anrl tll~ United States 
must continue to Jo everything we can to ::.uµpurl and encourage the contin11::it1on of the 
peace process. If this process falters -- if foa1::; bt.:wme greater than hopes -- NorllH~rn 
Ireland could eusily plunge back into the abyss of 11iuk11l:t.: and despair. We must cio 1111 

in our power to prevent this. 

Mr. President, we stand ready to work with you in this cffot t su imµortanr to our 
national interests md so cnicial to the future of the people oflreland. 

Sincerely, 
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<?-1~-~8" 
(l)sc)s· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1998 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cnoperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Newt Gingrich 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1006 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1998 

Dear Ken: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature~ 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Ken Bentsen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4325 

Sincerely,~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1998 

Dear John: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable John D. Dingell 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-2216 

Sincerely, -f. 

951015 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1998 

Dear Anna: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514 

Sincerely, 

~ 

~ 

981015 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1998 

Dear Representative LaHood: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a ~pirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-1318 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1998 

Dear Representative Lewis: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable Jerry Lewis 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0540 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1998 

Dear Representative Walsh: 

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in 
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on 
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your 
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my 
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process 
is moving. 

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a 
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants, 
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the 
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor 
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief 
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord. 

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I 
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast 
and with the people of Armagh. 

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary 
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and 
Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their 
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly 
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in 
running a pluralistic legislature. 

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College 
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific 
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the 
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to 
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation 
in the new Assembly. 
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The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably 
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed 
important that we continue our support for the Fund's work, as 
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration, 
with resulting community revitalization and job creation. 

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often 
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has 
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment, 
education and political development has contributed to Ireland's 
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job 
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment 
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic, 
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa 
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within 
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens 
can work without visas. 

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the 
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have 
contributed so much to these historic developments. 

The Honorable James T. Walsh 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3225 

Sincerely, 

• 

~ ... "--=--

981015 
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