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THE WHITE HOUSE —_—

3 GC T 7 eud:o
WE WASHINGTON g8 uct
October 5, 1998

ACTION -

'MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRBSIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER

LARRY STEIN
SUBJECT: Letter to Speaker Gingrich et al. on Irelany PeTSrrsot—

Purpose
Respond to Speaker Gingrich and six colleagues.
Background

Speaker Gingrich wrote you following his fortnight visit to
Ireland in August, commending your involvement in the Good
Friday Accord and reporting the outcome of his visit. The main
points were that the Congress will work with the new Assembly in
Belfast; that he supports the work of the International Fund for
Ireland; and that the Congress 1is looking at new ways to spur
job creation, including possibly a new visa program.

In your reply, you note the importance of developing political
institutions in Northern Ireland and encourage Congress’s
initiative; you report on your visit and on the people’s
commitment to peace; you address the visa/job creation idea
noting Ireland’s economlic success has meant that its people no
longer have to go abroad to find work; and you stress that our
focus is on investing in change and development in Ireland to
give people a direct stake in the outcome.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letters at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A  Congressional Letters
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Ken:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in
August. I apprecliated receiving your five points on
developments 1n the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice 1n September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations 1s vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation 1is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ken Bentsen

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4325



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear John:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. 1In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely,

The Honorable John D. Dingell

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2216



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Anna:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Treland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice 1in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy crganizations is vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
1t has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative LaHood:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and yqQur
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour T
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience 1in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the

Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely, 1&
m (!MLL:‘
The Honorable Ray LaHood

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1318



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative Lewls:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience 1in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewlise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and Jjob creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have

contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely, P
The Honorable Jerry Lewis

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0540



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, thelr
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience 1in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations 1s vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and Jjob creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely,
?7231u&i [><—L*J:t7ZlLJ-:>
The Honorable Newt Gingrich
Speaker of the

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1006



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative Walsh:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your -initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USTIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a leglslature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the

Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely, ﬁ
The Honorable James T. Walsh

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3225
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Congress of the Tnited States

Tashington, DE 20315

August 13, 1998

President Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Wachington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Our bipartisan dclcgation bas just concluded seven days of mectings and
discussions on the status of (hc peacc process in Northem Ireland. We had the
opportunity to mect with Prime Mimistes Ahern and other seuior officials of the Irish
Govermment and with representatives of all the key partics in Northern Ireland, including
the British Government. We belicve that the combinucd efforts of the parties to the
conflict and the governments supporting the peace process — including our own - have
brought us 10 a pivolal point in the history of this struggle for pcace and justice in
Nurthem Ireland. If the momentum of recent cvents can be sustained, the people of
Northicrn Iretand will chart a course leading to long-tenn peace and prosperity tor all of
Ireland. We want to share with you several initial obscrvations to consider as yon
prepare lo cmbark on your trip to Ireland next mouth.

Tirst, we would be remiss were we not to recognize your important role in
supporting the peace process. By all acconnts, the leadership of Senator George Mitchell
was crucial in the success(ul completion of the (Good Friday Agrecment reached in April.
It was an historic accomplislunent and we belicve the agreement can scrve as a sulid
{oundation for the future of Northen Ircland. We found all participants in the process -
as well as the people of Northern Ireland - - in strong appreciation of the American role.

Second, we believe that 1t is esscntial (o keep all Northem Ireland’s political
partics and their [eaders actively involved 1n the political institutions created by the
agreement tor the new Northem Ircland Assembly, the Exceutive Committee, and other
institutions ta succeed, the parties must be cncouraged L give ground, to come together,
and to reach accommodations of historic proportions. Budying the gaps hetween the
parties is of the utmost importance in establishing stabihity and sctting the stage for
continued progress. Itis aleo an important element in minimizing support for those on
both sides who will not support peace and reconctliation under any reasunable
circwmstances. As (he elected representatives to the Assembly preparc to organize Lheir
govenmment, strengthened by the overwhelming vote of the electorate, further confidence
building mcasures will be required. This is nof the time for signatories to the agrcenment
to be raising new demands of their partners.
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Third, there will be established a bipartisan interparliamentary relationship
between the Congress and the Assembly in Novthem Ircluud. We belicve that our
cncouragement and support can be constructive and complcwentary 10 the
Administration’s diplomacy We also want to explorc what role 1wight be plaved by the
Interuational Republican Institute, the National Democratic Institute, and the other
clements uf the National Endowment tor Democracy.

['ourth, we had an opportunity to see several projects undertaken by the
Intcrnational [und for Ireland. It is hard to overstate the value of this impressive
initiative that has for over ten years had the strong hipartisan support of Congress and
three US Presidents. The IFI has created tens of thousands of jobs in ateas particularly
hard hit by the conflict. It continues to foster hope and promise where before only
despair and destitution had been prevalent. The Amcrican people c:m be proud of thoir
contribution (o the process of rcconciliation and tebuilding in Northern Ireland and the
border countics of the Irish Republic. We also had an upportunity to begin caonstruction
of Bel{ast’s first “House that Congress Built” for a displaced family under the anspices of
Habitat for Humanity. Habitat’s impressive work helps the victims of scctarian conthicl
to help themsclves throughout Northern Ireland and operates similar programs in over
fifty other counines across the globe.

Fifth, we want to emphasize the importance of encouraging cconomec growth in
Northemn Ireland through further TIS private sector investment. In the abscnce of a
prowing economy creating jobs, the process of reconciling differences betsyoen the two
cownuiitics of Northem Ireland will be that mneh more difficult. We also want to
explore ullier ways of spurring job creation incInding the establishment of a visa program
for education and trdininy.

This 1s a critical moment i the future of Northern Ireland and the United States
must continuc to do cverything we can to supporl and encourage the continuation ot the
peace process. 1f this process falters -- if fears becoine greater than hopes -- Northern
Treland could eusily plunge back into the abyss of vivlence and despair. We must do all
in our power to prevent this.

Mr. President, we stand ready to work with you in this cffoit so unportant to our
natjonal interests and so crucial to the future of the pcople of lreland.

Sincerely,

/\szﬁmﬁgx
/)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in

August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my

recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations 1s vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cnoperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the

Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely,
j72%1u&ﬁ £>1144;f124J\_:>
The Honorable Newt Gingrich
Speaker of the

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1006

98101°



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9, 1998

Dear Ken:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in

August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my

recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations 1s vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the

Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely,f#
The Honorable Ken Bentsen

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4325

981015



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9, 1998

Dear John:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in

August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my

recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience 1in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations 1s vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Eurcope. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the
Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely,
The Honorable John D. Dingell

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2216
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9, 1998

Dear Anna:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in

August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my

recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
i1s moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA 1is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the

Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

A
Fom

Sincerely,

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9, 1998

Dear Representative LaHood:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in

August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my

recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the Furopean Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the

Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely, fb
m (f')(wg:_,.
The Honorable Ray LaHood

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1318



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9, 1998

Dear Representative Lewis:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in
August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my
recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations is vital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the

Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Pin Clatn

Sincerely,

The Honorable Jerry Lewis
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0540
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9, 1998

Dear Representative Walsh:

Thank you for your letter following your visit to Ireland in

August. I appreciated receiving your five points on
developments in the peace process at that juncture, and your
affirmation of continued support for our efforts. During my

recent trip to Ireland, I saw how well and quickly this process
is moving.

What was most moving was my short stay in Omagh, the scene of a
brutal assault on innocent people -- Catholics and Protestants,
Irish and British, and even foreigners. In my meeting with the
survivors and relatives of the victims, I saw neither defeat nor
a desire for revenge. I saw a community united in their belief
in peace and moving forward to implement the Good Friday Accord.

That mood was also reflected during the extraordinary hour I
spent with the members of the newly elected Assembly in Belfast
and with the people of Armagh.

I welcome your initiative to establish an inter-parliamentary
relationship with Northern Ireland. David Trimble and

Gerry Adams broke the ice by meeting twice in September, their
first ever face-to-face contact. They and fellow Assembly
members will benefit greatly from the American experience in
running a pluralistic legislature.

To complement that, USIA is providing funding to Boston College
for programs for the new Assembly on how to operate specific
aspects of a legislature. Likewise, the involvement of the
National Endowment for Democracy organizations i1s wvital to
fostering institutional development and a spirit of cooperation
in the new Assembly.



The political work is taking place on the foundation so ably
laid by the International Fund for Ireland. It is indeed
important that we continue our support for the Fund’s work, as
it has been so successful in fostering economic regeneration,
with resulting community revitalization and job creation.

For too long, necessity forced the Irish to go abroad, often
permanently, in search of economic opportunity. That has
changed. We should be proud that our support for investment,
education and political development has contributed to Ireland’s
remarkable emergence as the economic powerhouse of Europe. Job
creation is running at unheard of rates with unemployment
falling sharply both in the North and in the Republic,
attracting Irish immigrants home. Demand for existing U.S. visa
programs has been declining due to the opportunities within
Ireland and throughout the European Union where Irish citizens
can work without visas.

Thank you again for writing. I will continue to work with the

Congress to maintain our support for the programs that have
contributed so much to these historic developments.

Sincerely, /ﬁ
m (!Mbu.__._.
The Honorable James T. Walsh

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3225
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