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SUBJ: 

TEXT: 

IRELAND RELEASES ANOTHER 12 REPUBLICAN PRISONERS 

UNCLAS DUBLIN 003693 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: IRELAND RELEASES ANOTHER 12 REPUBLICAN PRISONERS 

REF: A) DUBLIN 290 B) DUBLIN 671 C) DUBLIN 1813 
D) DUBLIN 3220 

1. THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED ON JULY 28 THAT IT WAS 
GRANTING EARLY RELEASE TO ANOTHER 12 PRISONERS WHO ARE 
MEMBERS OR "CLOSE ASSOCIATES" OF THE IRA. DOMINIC ADAMS, A 
COUSIN OF SINN FEIN PRESIDENT GERRY ADAMS WHO RECEIVED A 
10-YEAR JAIL SENTENCE IN 1990 FOR HIS PART IN AN ARMED BANK 
ROBBERY, WAS AMONG THOSE RELEASED. ALSO INCLUDED WAS A 
FORMER OFFICER IN THE GARDA SIOCHANA (NATIONAL IRISH POLICE 
FORCE), WHO IN 1992 WAS SENTENCED TO FIVE YEARS IN JAIL FOR 
PASSING INFORMATION TO THE IRA ABOUT PLANNED GARDA 
OPERATIONS ON SUSPECTED ARMS DUMPS IN LIMERICK AND 
TIPPERARY. MOST OF THOSE RELEASED WERE DUE OUT IN 1997. 

2. THIS LATEST RELEASE WAS WIDELY ANTICIPATED (REF D) AS A 
WAY TO BOLSTER THE PEACE PROCESS DURING THE RUN-UP TO THE 
ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE IRA CEASEFIRE. IN CONFIRMING 
THE RELEASES, JUSTICE NORA OWEN SAID: "THE ISSUE OF 
PRISONERS ALONG WITH A NUMBER OF OTHER ISSUES ARE ONES THAT 
ARE SENSITIVE TO THE PEACE PROCESS AND TO THE CONSOLIDATION 
OF THE PEACE PROCESS." 

3. WITH THIS RELEASE, A TOTAL OF 32 REPUBLICAN PRISONERS 
HAVE BEEN FREED EARLY SINCE LAST YEAR'S IRA CEASEFIRE. 
THIS IS THE FOURTH SEPARATE RELEASE AND THE LARGEST ONE TO 
DATE. THE THREE OTHERS: 

-- THE FIRST BATCH OF REPUBLICAN PRISONERS WAS FREED ON 
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JANUARY 20 (REF A). THE RELEASE HAD BEEN PLANNED TO TAKE 
PLACE BEFORE CHRISTMAS, BUT IT WAS POSTPONED AFTER POSTAL 
WORKER FRANK KERR WAS KILLED DURING AN IRA RObBERY OF THE 
NEWRY POST OFFICE. ALL EIGHT OF THOSE FREED HAD 1995 
RELEASE DATES. (NOTE: ORIGINALLY, NINE WERE SCHEDULED FOR 
EARLY RELEASE, BUT BECAUSE OF THE DELAY CAUSED BY THE NEWRY 
SHOOTING, ONE PRISONER'S TERM ACTUALLY EXPIRED BEFORE THE 
EARLY RELEASE DATE.) 

-- THE SECOND TRANCHE OF RELEASES CAME ON FEBRUARY 3, WHEN 
THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT IT WAS SETTING FREE FIVE 
REPUBLICAN PRISONERS (REF B). AMONG THOSE RELEASED WAS THE 
ONLY FEMALE IRA MEMBER IN DETENTION, A ROBBERY CONVICT WHO 
WAS NOT DUE TO BE RELEASED UNTIL NOVEMBER 1997. THE OTHER 
FOUR PRISONERS WERE ALL DUE FOR NORMAL RELEASE WITHIN 18 
MONTHS. 

-- THE THIRD ROUND OF RELEASES CAME ON APRIL 13, JUST 
BEFORE THE EASTER HOLIDAY (REF C). ALL SEVEN OF THOSE 
FREED HAD BEEN DUE FOR RELEASE BY THE END OF 1996. 

4. ACCORDING TO A JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SPOKESWOMEN, A TOTAL 
OF 44 "SUBVERSIVE" PRISONERS REMAIN BEHIND BARS IN THE 
REPUBLIC -- 25 IRA, 6 INLA AND 13 "UNALIGNED" INMATES. 
EARLY-RELEASE DECISIONS ARE MADE ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, IN CONSULTATION WITH PRISON 
AUTHORITIES. THERE ARE NO HARD-AND-FAST RULES ABOUT WHOM 
IS RELEASED, EXCEPT THAT THE PERSON NO LONGER POSE A DANGER 
TO THE COMMUNITY. THE CONDITIONS FOR EARLY RELEASE: THE 
PRISONER MUST AGREE TO KEEP THE PEACE AND NOT ENGAGE IN 
BEHAVIOR THAT CAUSES ANNOYANCE OR DISTRESS TO THOSE 
AFFECTED BY HIS OR HER OFFENSES. SMITH 
BT 
#3693 

NNNN 
SECT: SECTION: 01 OF 01 

SSN: 3693 
TOR : 9 5 0 8 0 1 0 5 2 8 12 M 1 7 8 9 4 2 6 

DIST: 
PRT: SIT SODERBERG 
SIT: NSC PETERS SUM SUM2 
<~DIST> 

SIT: VERSHBOW 
[J 
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l//////l//////I////!//// INCOMPLETE MESSAGE //////////////////////// 

UNCLAS SECTION OlOF 03 DUBLIN 004017 

NSC FOR SODERBERG AND PTERS 

DEPARTMENT ALSO FOR DS/OP/EUR-LEIBENOOD 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PTE, PINR, ASEC, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: "IRISH TIMES" ARTICLE SEES LOYALIST CEASEFIRE 
AT RISK 

REF: BELFAST 203 

1. SUMMARY: JIM CUSACK, THE WELL INFORMED SECURITY 
CORRESPONDENT FOR THE "IRISH TIMES," ARGUES THE 
LOYALIST CEASEFIRE IS AT RISK, NOT JUST FROM A RECENTLY 
EXPELLED SPLINTER GROUP, BUT FROM "MAINLINE" UVF 
ELEMENTS AS WELL WHO SEE A NEED TO COUNTER PERCEIVED 
NATIONALIST GAINS AND AN ANTICIPATED UPSURGE IN IRA 
VIOLENCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE AUGUST 6 
EDITION OF THE II IRISH TIMES: II 

"IT MAY NOT BE A QUESTION OF IF, BUT WHEN" 

COMBINATION OF FACTORS SEEMS TO HAVE PUT UVF CEASEFIRE 
AT RISK 

AS TENSION SURROUNDS THIS WEEKEND'S APPRENTICE BOYS 
DEMONSTRATION IN DERRY, THERE ARE SIGNS OF RENEWED 
PRESSURE ON THE LOYALIST CEASEFIRE, WRITES JIM CUSACK, 
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SECURITY CORRESPONDENT 

TEXT: 

WHILE THE LARGER OF THE TWO LOYALIST PARAMILITARY 
ORGANISATIONS, THE ULSTER DEFENCE ASSOCIATION, APPEARS 
CONTENT THAT THE LOYALIST CEASEFIRE IS HOLDING, 
CONFLICTING VIEWS ARE AGAIN COMING FROM THE 
TRADITIONALLY MORE MILITANT ULSTER VOLUNTEER FORCE. 

ACCORDING TO ONE SENIOR SOURCE IN THE UVF, THE QUESTION 
OF THE LOYALIST CEASEFIRE BREAKING IF "NOT A QUESTION 
OF IT, BUT WHEN." 

THE UVF, IT WAS POINTED OUT, HAD REGAINED THE CAPACITY 
TO MAKE AND DETONATE CAR BOMBS BEFORE CALLING ITS 
CEASEFIRE ALONG WITH THE UDA, IN OCTOBER 1994. 

THE UVF HAD STOPPED NO-WARNING BOMBINGS IN 1977 AFTER A 
SIX-YEAR CAMPAIGN OF TIT-FOR-TAT BOMB ATTACKS AIMED AT 
NATIONALIST TARGETS. THE UVF ALSO BOMBED DUBLIN IN 
197 2 AND 197 4 . 

SIGNIFICANTLY, A MONTH BEFORE ITS CEASEFIRE, ON 
SEPTEMBER 4TH, 1994, THE UVF DETONATED A CAR BOMB 
OUTSIDE NEAR THE FALLS ROAD (BELFAST) OFFICES OF SINN 
FEIN. THE BOMB EXPLODED WITHOUT WARNING AND CAUSE 
EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO PROPERTY BUT NO INJURIES, AS THE 
ROAD WAS EMPTY AT THE TIME. 

SIX HOURS EARLIER, THE SINN FEIN PRESIDENT, MR. GERRY 
ADAMS, HAD ADDRESSED A RALLY OF MORE THAN 1,000 PEOPLE 
ON THE SAME SPOT. 

THE UVF HAD EARLIER TRIED TO BOMB A SINN FEIN SOCIAL 
FUNCTION AT THE WIDOW SCANLAN'S BAR IN PEARSE STREET, 
DUBLIN, IN MAY 1994, AND HAD PLANTED A BOMB ON THE 
BELFAST TO DUBLIN TRAIN, BUT BOTH FAILED TO DETONATE. 

ACCORDING TO SECURITY SOURCES, THE TWO DUBLIN BOMBS HAD 
FAILED BECAUSE THE UVF DID NOT HAVE ACCESS TO 
COMMERCIAL DETONATORS. THE FALLS ROAD BOMB USED BOTH A 
COMMERCIAL DETONATOR AND CORDTEX DETONATING FUSE WIRE, 
ACCORDING TO THE LOYALISTS. THE FALLS ROAD BOMB WAS 
THE FIRST LOYALIST CAR BOMBING IN 17 YEARS. 

THE UVF AND UDA LEADERSHIPS HAVE BOTH MAINTAINED 
CEASEFIRES FOR SIX MONTHS SINCE THE IRA REVERTED TO 
USING VIOLENCE. HOWEVER, WHILE THE UDA APPEARS CONTENT 
TO CONTINUE ITS CEASEFIRE, A COMBINATION OF FACTORS NOW 
APPEARS TO HAVE PUT THE UVF CEASEFIRE AT RISK. 
THE UVF SAYS IT BLAMES THE DUBLIN GOVERNMENT FOR THE 
DECISION TO BAN THE DRUMCREE ORANGEMEN FROM MARCHING 
ALONG GARVAGHY ROAD. IT SAYS THE RUC CHIEF CONSTABLE'S 
DECISION WAS BASED ON THE INTEPRETATION OF PUBLIC ORDER 
LEGISLATION PUT IN PLACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND, UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL PROCESS AFTER THE 
CONTROVERSIAL ORANGE DEMONSTRATIONS IN PORTADOWN 
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FOLLOWING THE 1985 ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENT. 

THE VIEW WITHIN THE UVF IS THAT THE ORANGEMEN WERE 
PREVENTED FROM MARCHING FROM DRUMCREE TO APPEASE 
NATIONALISTS AND TO PREVENT AN OUTBREAK OF IRA VIOLENCE 
WITHIN NORTHERN IRELAND. IT ALSO SAYS THERE IS A 
CONCERTED CAMPAIGN BY THE IRA AND ITS SUPPORTERS 
AGAINST PEOPLE AND PROPERTY IN AREAS OF THE NORTH WHERE 
PROTESTANTS ARE IN THE MINORITY. 

SECT: SECTION: 01 OF 999 

SSN: 4017 

TOR : 96 0 8 0 7 1 3 5 0 0 9 M 2 3 4 8 6 4 1 

DIST: 
SIT: PETERS 
SIT: NSC 
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INFO: RUEHC/SECSTATE WASH DC 

SUBJ: PENSIONS 2000 CONFERENCE IN DUBLIN AND BELFAST 

TEXT: 
UN CLAS 
QQQQ 

FOLLOWING IS A PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO THE ATTENDEES AT THE 
SEPTEMBER CONFERENCE ON PENSION FUND INVESTMENT IN DUBLIN AND 
BELFAST. 

SUBJECT: PENSIONS 2000 CONFERENCE IN DUBLIN AND BELFAST 

BEGIN TEXT: 

PAGE 2 RHEHAAA1637 UNCLAS 
I WOULD LIKE TO ADD MY VOICE TO THE MANY WELCOMING YOU, THE 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE "AYES ON IRELAND AND EUROPE" CONFERENCE, 
TO BRUSSELS, DUBLIN AND BELFAST. YOUR PRESENCE IN IRELAND, 
NORTH AND SOUTH, IS A TESTAMENT TO THE STRENGTH AND VITALITY 
OF THE "CELTIC TIGER." I COMMEND YOUR ROLE IN PROMOTING 
INVESTMENT IN THE REGION, A KEY ELEMENT IN THE EFFORT TO 
ACHIEVE A LASTING PEACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. I KNOW YOU WILL 
RECEIVE A WARM WELCOME. 

MY OWN HOME STATE OF ARKANSAS' MOTTO IS "LAND OF 
OPPORTUNITY." THAT CHARACTERIZATION APPLIES AS WELL TO THE 
ECONOMIC DYNAMISM OF BOTH NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE 
REPUBLIC, ESPECIALLY IN ATTRACTING NEW INDUSTRY AND CREATING 
HIGHLY SKILLED JOBS. I AM SURE THAT, AS YOU LEARN ABOUT THIS 
ISLAND, YOU WILL FIND MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO JOIN IN THE IRISH 
ECONOMIC MIRACLE. IN DOING SO, YOU NOT ONLY BENEFIT THE 
PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND, NORTHERN IRELAND AND 
AMERICAN INVESTORS, BUT YOU ALSO HELP TO CONSOLIDATE THE 
PEACE PROCESS AND REINFORCE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OUR 
PEOPLES. 
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AGAIN, BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE. 

SINCERELY, 

BILL CLINTON 

3. WHITE HOUSE UNDERSTANDS FROM INCOMING CABLE THAT EMBASSY 
PLANS TO INCORPORATE THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE INTO 
AMBASSADOR SMITH'S REMARKS WHEN SHE HOSTS THE PARTICIPANTS 
AT A RECEPTION ON SEPTEMBER 8. TO THE EXTENT ANY ADDITIONAL 
USE OF MESSAGE IS MADE AT THE CONFERENCE, SUCH USE MUST BE 
SUBJECT TO THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
CANNOT BE ALTERED AND MAY NOT BE USED FOR FUNDRAISING OR 
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE WHITE HOUSE. 
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SUBJ: SINN FEIN'S MCGUINNESS ON IRA CEASE-FIRE: 

TEXT: 
UNCLAS BELFAST 0230 

NSC FOR SODERBERG/PETERS 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PGO, PINS, UK, EY 
SUBJECT: SINN FEIN'S MCGUINNESS ON IRA CEASE-FIRE: 

"BEEN THERE, DONE THAT, DIDN'T WORK"; 
ADAMS BLAMES "BRITISH DUPLICITY AND UNIONIST 

BIGOTRY" FOR THE FAILURE OF THE PEACE PROCESS 

1. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE NATIONALIST DAILY "IRISH 
NEWS", SINN FEIN CHAIRMAN MARTIN MCGUINNESS WAS 
ASKED TO SPELL OUT THE TERMS UNDER WHICH HIS 
PARTY WOULD ASK THE IRA TO RENEW ITS CEASE-FIRE. 
MCGUINNESS CLAIMED THAT THE WAY THE IRA HAD 
"HANDLED THEMSELVES" SINCE THE DRUMCREE CRISIS IN 
JULY SHOWED THAT THE ORGANIZATION GENUINELY 
WANTS TO SEE A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND . HE CLAIMED HOWEVER, THAT IF SINN FEIN 
WERE TO ASK FOR ANOTHER CEASE-FIRE AT THE MOMENT, 
THE IRA'S RESPONSE WOULD BE "WE'VE BEEN THERE, 
DONE THAT AND IT DIDN'T WORK." HE DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS "SERIOUSLY CONCERNED" ABOUT THE 
PRESENT SITUATION AND DECLARED THAT EVERYONE 
SHOULD BE DETERMINED TO RECONSTRUCT AN "ENTIRELY 
NEW PEACE PROCESS." MCGUINNESS DESCRIBED THE 
CURRENT TALKS, WHICH ARE DUE TO RECOMMENCE NEXT 
WEEK, AS NOTHING MORE THAN "A SHAMBLES." 

2. WHAT WAS REQUIRED, MCGUINNESS STATED, WAS AN 
ENTIRELY NEW PEACE PROCESS WITH BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT ACCEPTANCE THAT ALL THE PARTIES TO 
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THE CONFLICT BE INVOLVED. NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD 
TAKE PLACE WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS WITH ALL THE 
ISSUES ON THE TABLE. AN AGREED TIME-FRAME FOR THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD HAVE TO BE WORKED OUT. SINN 
FEIN WOULD ADVOCATE A TIME-FRAME OF SIX TO NINE 
MONTHS - A PERIOD WHICH WOULD "GIVE DYNAMIC TO 
THE TALKS AND TO MOTIVATE PEOPLE TO MOVE 
DECISIVELY AND IMAGINATIVELY." IN SUCH 
CIRCUMSTANCES, MCGUINNESS STATED, HE WOULD BE 
"QUITE PREPARED TO GO BACK TO THE IRA AND FIGHT 
AGAIN FOR A SECOND CESSATION." 

3. IN A STATEMENT ON AUGUST 31, THE SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE IRA CEASE-FIRE, SINN FEIN 
PRESIDENT GERRY ADAMS BLAMED THE BRITISH PRIME 
MINISTER FOR THE FAILURE OF THE PEACE PROCESS. 
ADAMS CLAIMED THAT THE "IMAGINATIVE AND 
GENEROUS RESPONSE" PROMISED BY HMG WAS NEVER 
EVIDENT IN JOHN MAJOR'S APPROACH TO THE PEACE 
PROCESS. "INSTEAD OF BUILDING CONFIDENCE BRITAIN 
ERODED IT BY RENEGING ON COMMITMENTS ... (HMG) 
UNDERMINED TRUST THROUGH THE RELEASE OF LEE 
CLEGG, THE VICTIMISATION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, THE 
REFUSAL TO DEBATE THE ISSUE OF POLICING AND THE 
CONTINUING DENIAL OF EQUALITY OF TREATMENT AND 
MUCH MORE." ADAMS ACCUSED HMG OF "PANDERING" TO 
UNIONISTS, WHO HAD BEEN PERMITTED TO "PREVARICATE 
AND STALL AND THE TURN THE PROCESS SO THAT IT NOW 
LACKS ANY CREDIBILITY WHATSOEVER." 

4. THE FULL TEXT OF THE MCGUINNESS INTERVIEW WILL 
BE FAXED TO ADDRESSEES. 
STEPHENS 
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SUBJ: NORTHERN IRELAND FORUM RECONVENED 

TEXT: 

SEPTEMBER 6 

UNCLAS BELFAST 0239 

NSC FOR SODERBERG/PETERS 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND FORUM RECONVENED 
SEPTEMBER 6 

1. THE NORTHERN IRELAND FORUM, THE ELECTED BODY 

FORMED IN MAY OF THIS YEAR TO PROMOTE DIALOGUE 
AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG POLITICAL PARTIES HERE, 
MET FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE SUMMER RECESS ON 
SEPTEMBER 6. THE FORUM IS SCHEDULED TO MEET EVERY 
FRIDAY AND WAS ORIGINALLY INTENDED TO ACT IN A 
SIMILAR WAY AS THE DUBLIN FORUM, TAKING 
SUBMISSIONS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC AS WELL AS 
PROVIDING A DEBATING CHAMBER FOR POLITICIANS. 
HOWEVER, THE ABSTENTION OF SINN FEIN SINCE THE 
FORUM'S INCEPTION, THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SDLP 
THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE RETURNING AFTER THE 
DRUMCREE CRISIS IN JULY, AND THE BICKERING OF THE 
PARTIES WHO ARE ATTENDING HAVE ALL COMBINED TO 
DISCREDIT THE FORUM FROM THE START. 

2. THE FIRST MAJOR MOTION OF THE NEW SEASON WAS 
THE ISSUE OF THE BOYCOTTING OF PROTESTANT 
BUSINESSES BY NATIONALISTS IN THE WAKE OF 
DRUMCREE. WHILE A MOTION DEPLORING THE BOYCOTT 
WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, FORMER BELFAST LORD 
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.... 

MAYOR ERIC SMYTH, A DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST MEMBER 
OF THE FORUM, ANNOUNCED THAT HE WAS STARTING HIS 
OWN BOYCOTT OF CATHOLIC BUSINESSES. SMYTH, WHO 
WELCOMED PRESIDENT CLINTON TO BELFAST LAST 
NOVEMBER, ADDED THAT CLINTON WOULD NOT CRITICIZE 
HIM FOR BOYCOTTING NATIONALIST BUSINESSES WHILE 
HE (CLINTON) "HAS BEEN DROPPING BOMBS ON PEOPLE IN 
IRAQ." AND SMYTH ACCUSED CLINTON OF SUPPORTING 
REPUBLICANISM. HE STATED: "THE PRESIDENT STANDS 
FOR REPUBLICANISM AND IS A SUPPORTER OF IT." 
SMYTH'S REMARKS WERE CRITICIZED BY ULSTER 
UNIONIST (UUP) FORUM MEMBER JIM RODGERS WHO 
CALLED FOR AN IMMEDIATE END TO THE BOYCOTTS. 
RODGERS WARNED, HOWEVER, THAT IF THE BOYCOTTS 
CONTINUED, IT WOULD LEAD INEVITABLY TO A 
PROTESTANT BOYCOTT OF CATHOLIC BUSINESSES. SDLP 
WEST BELFAST MP JOE HENDRON OPINED THAT HE WAS 
EXTREMELY DISAPPOINTED WITH SMYTH'S STATEMENT, 
WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS "AMAZING." 

3. ANOTHER MOTION REGARDING THE FLYING OF THE 
UNION FLAG IN THE FORUM CHAMBER WAS ALSO CARRIED, 
BUT WAS OPPOSED BY THE ALLIANCE PARTY AND THE 
WOMENS' COALITION. THE CHIEF WHIP OF THE ALLIANCE 
PARTY, SEAN NEESON, ACCUSED UNIONISTS OF PLAYING 
"SILLY GAMES" OVER THE ISSUE AND WARNED THAT HIS 
PARTY WANTED TO SEE THE FORUM DEALING WITH 
IMPORTANd ISSUES AFFECTING NORTHERN IRELAND AND 
WAS NOT PREPARED TO SEE THE WORKINGS OF THE BODY 
"ABUSED AGAIN AS IT WAS TODAY." THE WOMEN'S 
COALITION SAID THAT THE FLYING OF ANY FLAG WAS 
"UNNECESSARY AND DIVISIVE IN THE PRESENT CLIMATE." 

4. AN INFORMAL STREET POLL CONDUCTED BY THE 
"BELFAST TELEGRAPH" ON SEPTEMBER 9 REVEALED THAT 
MANY PEOPLE IN NOBTHERN IRELAND CONFUSE THE 
FORUM WITH THE POLITICAL TALKS TAKING PLACE AT 
STORMONT (WHICH RECONVENED SEPTEMBER 9.) THE 
CONFUSION AND APATHY WHICH SURROUND THE FORUM, 
COUPLED WITH THE FACT THAT IT DOES NOT INCLUDE 
ANY NATIONALIST VOICES, WILL MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR 
IT TO GAIN CREDIBILITY. 
STEPHENS 
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SUBJ: NORTHERN IRELAND -- HUNGER STRIKE FILM STIRS 
THE POT 

TEXT: 
UNCLAS DUBLIN 004713 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, PTER, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND -- HUNGER STRIKE FILM STIRS 
THE POT 

1. SUMMARY. TWO MAJOR FILMS ABOUT IRISH STRUGGLES 
AGAINST THE BRITISH IN THIS CENTURY HAVE THE POTENTIAL 
TO INFLUENCE, AT LEAST MARGINALLY, THE PUBLIC MOOD IN 
IRELAND AS PEACE TALKS IN BELFAST WEND THEIR WAY 
FORWARD. THE FILMS, WHICH WILL BE RELEASED IN THE 
U.S., ARE ALSO VIEWED AS HAVING A POTENTIAL IMPACT ON 
AMERICAN PERCEPTIONS OF ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. IRONICALLY, THE MUCH PREVIEWED "MICHAEL COLLINS" 
(STARRING LIAM NEESON AND JULIA ROBERTS) HAS BEEN 
PREEMPTED BY ANOTHER FILM, FEATURING ACTORS LESS WELL 
KNOWN IN THE U.S. "SOME MOTHER'S SON," WHICH ADDRESSES 
THE 1981 IRA HUNGER STRIKES, WAS RELEASED IN DUBLIN AT 
A GALA PREMIERE ON SEPTEMBER 12. "MICHAEL COLLINS," 
WHICH DEALS WITH THE EASTER RISING, WON FIRST PRIZE AT 
LAST WEEK'S VENICE FILM FESTIVAL BUT IS NOT SCHEDULED 
FOR RELEASE IN THE UK OR IRELAND UNTIL LATER THIS YEAR. 
BOTH FILMS ARE PRODUCED BY MAJOR AMERICAN COMPANIES 
(CASTLE ROCK INTERNATIONAL DID "SOME MOTHER'S SON" AND 

WARNER BROTHERS DID "MICHAEL COLLINS") AND ARE 
SCHEDULED FOR DISTRIBUTION IN THE U.S. THIS FALL 
("COLLINS" OPENS OCTOBER 11). 

3. BOTH FILMS HAVE KINDLED DEBATE ABOUT THE ROLE OF 
VIOLENCE IN SUPPORT OF IRISH NATIONALISM, WITH SOME 
(MAINLY BRITISH BUT ALSO IRISH) CRITICS CHARGING THAT 

THE FILMS GLORIFY IRA VIOLENCE. TERRY GEORGE, WHO 
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SECT: 

SSN: 

TOR: 

DIST: 

WROTE AND DIRECTED "SOME MOTHER'S SON," CONCEDES 
"THERE'S A BIAS TO THE EXERCISE," BUT INSISTS THAT THE 
OVERALL STATEMENT OF THE FILM IS REFLECTED IN A 
MOTHER'S ''HUMANIST DECISION" TO TAKE HER COMATOS" SON 
OFF THE HUNGER STRIKE. HE DOES NOT BELIEVE AMERICAN 
AUDIENCES WILL "BE THINKING ABOUT GIVING MONEY TO THE 
IRA" AFTER SEEING THE FILM. THEY' RE GOING TO THINK 
THAT HELEN MIRREN'S CHARACTER WAS RIGHT AT THE END OF 
THE DAY (IN TAKING HER SON OFF THE STRIKE), AND THAT 
THATCHER'S GOVERNMENT WAS STUPID, AND THEY WERE 
PARTICULARLY STUPID." (GEORGE, WHO APPEARS TO HAVE 
MELLOWED SINCE HE SPENT THREE YEARS IN LONG KESH PRISON 
DURING THE 1970'S, ALSO SAYS THE FILM IS RELEVANT TO 
TODAY'S SITUATION IN THE SENSE THAT INSISTENCE ON ARMS 
DECOMMISSIONING IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE, LIKE THE HUNGER 
STRIKES, OF HOW "WE'VE BOXED OURSELVES INTO A CORNER.") 

4. A PROMINENT DUBLIN COLUMNIST AND HER DAUGHTER 
REFLECTED THE DIVISIONS SPARKED BY THE FILM. AFTER 
ATTENDING THE PREMIERE OF "SOME MOTHER'S SON," THE 
COLUMNIST TOLD US IT MADE HER LOOK BACK AT THE HORRIBLE 
DAYS OF THE HUNGER STRIKES AND VOW "NEVER AGAIN." HER 
TEENAGE DAUGHTER, ON THE OTHER HAND, WAS LEFT FEELING 
THAT IF SHE WERE IN BELFAST SHE WOULD "JOIN THE IRA AND 
GET THOSE BRITISH BASTARDS." ANOTHER VIEWER TOLD US 
THE FILM WAS A REMLNDER THAT THE BRITISH COULD "NEVER 
BE TRUSTED" -- EVEN THOUGH A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION WAS 
CLEARLY THE ONLY WAY FORWARD. 

5. "SOME MOTHER'S SON" WAS THE FOCUS OF IRELANDS MAIN 
EVENING TV TALK SHOW ON SEPTEMBER 13. AND, IN THE 
SEPTEMBER 14 "IRLSH TIMES," FORMER PRIME MINISTER 
GARRETT FITZGERALD DREW ATTENTION TO "MICHAEL COLLINS," 
CALLING IT A "TRIMPHANT, DEEPLY MOVING EXPERIENCE" 
DESPITE SOME "TECHNICAL FAULTS" WITH REGARD TO 
HISTORICAL DETAILS. REGARDING ATTITUDES TOWARD IRA 
VIOLENCE, FITZGERALD SAID "FEW IRISH PEOPLE ARE LIKELY 
TO BE INFLUENCED BY THIS EPIC ACCOUNT OF ONE OF THE 
FOUNDERS OF OUR STATE INTO SUPPORTING A TERRORIST 
ORGANIZATION REJECTED BY 95 PERCENT OF THE PEOPLE OF 
THIS ISLAND." 

6. MOST IRISH VIEWERS CAN BE EXPECTED TO TAKE THESE 
FILMS FOR WHAT THEY ARE -- FICTIONALIZED RECREATIONS OF 
PAINFUL HISTORICAL EVEN 
TS -- BUT THERE IS NO DENYING 
THAT THESE EVENTS WILL BE SOMEWHAT FRESHER ON THE MINDS 
OF THE PUBLIC AS THEY MONITOR PROGRESS IN THE MULTI-
PARTY TALKS AT STORMONT. SMITH 
SECTION: 01 OF 01 
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SUBJ: NORTHERN IRELAND: IRA GENERAL ARMY CONVENTION 

TEXT: 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 LONDON 011290 

NSC FOR SODERBERG AND PETERS 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PTER, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND: IRA GENERAL ARMY CONVENTION 
REPORTEDLY CALLED 

1. SUMMARY AND COMMENT: THE SUNDAY TIMES OF LONDON IN ITS 
SEPTEMBER 15 EDITION CARRIED A FRONT-PAGE REPORT THAT IRA 
LEADERS HAVE DECIDED TO CALL A GENERAL ARMY CONVENTION (GAC) 
Q"ARD FHEIS" 

IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO DECIDE THE COURSE OF ITS 
"ARMED STRUGGLE" AGAINST BRITISH RULE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 
WHILE EMBASSY HAS NO HARD CONFIRMATION OF THIS REPORT, IT IS 
CONSISTENT WITH COMMENTS WE HAVE HEARD FROM OTHER SOURCES. 
(ANOTHER PRESS REPORT, CITING IRISH SECURITY SOURCES, SAYS AN 

OCTOBER SINN FEIN CONFERENCE IN COUNTY DONEGAL WILL BE THE 
COVER FOR THE GAC, BUT A SINN FEIN SPOKESWOMAN DISMISSED THIS 
AS "NONSENSE.") THIS WOULD BE THE FIRST ARD FHEIS CALLED 
SINCE THE 1986 GAC, WHICH SPLIT THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT 
(LEADING TO FORMATION OF THE HARDLINE REPUBLICAN SINN FEIN) 

OVER THE DECISION TO RENOUNCE THE POLICY OF ABSTENTIONISM FROM 
THE IRISH PARLIAMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. BEGIN TEXT SUNDAY TIMES ARTICLE: 

IRA CALLS SECRET TERROR SUMMIT 

BY LIAM CLARKE AND MAEVE SHEEHAN 

IRA LEADERS HAVE SECRETLY CALLED A HISTORIC CONFERENCE TO 
DECIDE THE FUTURE OF THEIR TERROR CAMPAIGN. THE CONFERENCE, 
THE FIRST OF ITS KIND FOR 10 YEARS AND ONLY THE THIRD SINCE 
THE TROUBLES BEGAN IN 1969, WAS CALLED AFTER MORE THAN A YEAR 
OF AGITATION BY IRA HARDLINERS. IT POSES THE BIGGEST 
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CHALLENGE YET TO GERRY ADAMS, THE SINN FEIN PRESIDENT, AND HIS 
ALLY MARTIN MCGUINNESS, WHO ARE TRYING TO USE IT TO RESTORE 
THE FRACTURED NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE PROCESS. 

THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES FEAR THAT THE SO-CALLED GENERAL ARMY 
CONVENTION WILL BE PRECEDED BY ATTACKS IN ENGLAND. THE IRISH 
GOVERNMENT HOPES, HOWEVER, THAT IT WILL USHER IN A PERMANENT 
IRA CEASEFIRE. 

SECURITY SOURCES BELIEVE THE CONVENTION WILL SET THE IRA'S 
POLICY PARAMETERS FOR SEVERAL YEARS. "THIS IS THE ONE CHANCE 
THEQHEIR LEADERSHIP AND REVIEW THEIR POLICY," 
A SENIOR RUC OFFICER SAID. IT IS BELIEVED THAT ADAMS AND 
MCGUINNESS WILL BRIEF THE CONVENTION ON THE POLITICAL 
PROSPECTS. THEY COULD BE OUSTED IF THEY HAVE BADLY MISJUDGED 
THE MOOD OF THE IRA RANK AND FILE, BUT THEY ARE UNLIKELY TO 
PUT THEIR LEADERSHIP ON THE LINE. 

THE GAC COULD TAKE PLACE AS EARLY AS NEXT MONTH, ACCORDING TO 
SECURITY SOURCES. IT CONSISTS OF DELEGATES FROM ALL THE IRA'S 
UNITS, COMMANDS, BRIGADES AND BATTALIONS AS WELL AS FIGURES 
FROM THE ORGANIZATION'S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ARMY COUNCIL AND 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. THE LAST TIME IT MET WAS 1986 WHEN IT 
OVERTURNED A SINN FEIN BAN ON MEMBERSHIP IN THE IRISH 
PARLIAMENT. 

IT IS THE IRA'S SUPREME AUTHORITY AND THE ONLY BODY WITH THE 
POWER TO DECLARE PERMANENT PEACE. BUT ITS ESSENTIAL FUNCTION 
IS TO ELECT A 12-STRONG IRA EXECUTIVE, WHICH IN TURN PICKS A 
NEW ARMY COUNCIL AND CHIEF OF STAFF. THIS IS THE ONE TIME 
THAT IRA MEMBERS, WHO ARE GENERALLY THOUGHT TO BE MORE 
MILITANT THAN THEIR LEADERS, HAVE A CHANCE TO MAKE THEIR VIEWS 
FELT. 

IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE INITIAL PRESSURE FOR A GAC CAME FROM 
HARDLINERS DISSATISFIED WITH THE LOW LEVEL OF IRA ACTIVITY. 
UNDER THE TERRORIST ORGANIZATION'S RULES, THE CONVENTION 
SHOULD MEET EVERY TWO YEARS UNLESS "THE ARMY IS ENGAGED" IN A 
CAMPAIGN. IT IS NOW BELIEVED THAT ONE OF THE REASONS FOR 
ENDING THE IRA CEASEFIRE BEFORE TWO YEARS HAD EXPIRED WAS SO 
THAT HARDLINERS COULD NOT INSIST ON A CONVENTION. "ADAMS AND 
MCGUINNESS DID NOT BELIEVE THEY COULD GET THE RESULT THEY 
WANTED AT THAT STAGE, CONTROL WAS SLIPPING AWAY FROM THEM AND 
THEY NEEDED TIME TO CONSOLIDATE," A SENIOR RUC OFFICIAL SAID. 
BUT IN RECENT WEEKS THEY HAVE DECIDED THAT THEY CAN WIN THE 
KEY VOTES AND THEY HAVE EXERCISED THE IRA ARMY COUNCIL'S RIGHT 
TO CALL THE CONFERENCE. 

SENIOR GARDA SOURCES, WHO ARE AWARE OF A PROLIFERATION OF 
LOCAL IRA MEETINGS TO ELECT DELEGATES, BELIEVE THE GAC IS 
LIKELY TO PRODUCE EITHER A CEASEFIRE OR THE OFFER OF ONE UNDER 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS. 

THE RUC AND THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ARE MORE SKEPTICAL. ONE 
BRITISH SOURCE SAID: "THE PROVOS MAY HAVE TO WAIT SEVERAL 
MONTHS BEFORE ENTRY TO NEGOTIATIONS. THEY BROKE THE LAST 
CEASEFIRE AFTER WE MADE A WORKING ASSUMPTION IT WAS PERMANENT, 
SO THE ONUS WILL BE ON THEM TO PROVE THEIR BONA FIDES THIS 
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TIME." 

THE IRA CALLED ITS LAST CEASEFIRE BECAUSE IT BELIEVED THAT IT 
WOULD BE ADMITTED TO ALL-PARTY TALKS AT WHICH THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL POSITION OF NORTHERN IRELAND WOULD BE ON THE 
TABLE. THE CEASEFIRE ENDED AFTER THE IRA REFUSED TO 
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 LONDON 011290 

NSC FOR SODERBERG AND PETERS 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PTER, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND: IRA GENERAL ARMY CONVENTION 
REPORTEDLY CALLED 

DECOMMISSION ITS WEAPONS BEFORE FULL NEGOTIATIONS GOT UNDER 
WAY. SINN FEIN NOW REMAINS EXCLUDED FROM THE TALKS UNTIL THE 
CEASEFIRE IS RESTORED. 

THE PROSPECT OF THE IRA CONVENTION HAS GIVEN ADDED MOMENTUM TO 
EFFORTS OVER THE PAST WEEK TO PERSUADE THE ULSTER UNIONISTS 
AND THE SDLP TO RESOLVE PROCEDURAL PROBLEMS BOGGING DOWN THE 
ALL-PARTY TALKS. LAST WEEK MCGUINNESS SAID THAT THERE WOULD 
BE ANOTHER CEASEFIRE IF "REAL AND MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS" 
TOOK PLACE AT THE STORMONT TALKS. THE CONDITIONS FOR A 
CEASEFIRE INCLUDE ENTRY FOR SINN FEIN TO NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL POSITION OF NORTHERN IRELAND AND ALL OTHER 
ISSUES ON THE TABLE. THE IRA HAS ALSO MADE IT CLEAR THAT IT 
WILL NOT DECOMMISSION WEAPONS UNTIL DISCUSSIONS ARE COMPLETE, 
SOMETHING WHICH HAS SO FAR PROVED UNACCEPTABLE TO THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT AND THE UNIONIST PARTIES. 

A SENIOR RUC OFFICER FELT THAT THE THREAT OF IRA VIOLENCE 
WOULD CONTINUE UNTIL THESE DEMANDS WERE MET. HE BELIEVED THE 
BEST THAT COULD BE HOPED FROM THE IRA CONVENTION WOULD BE A 
TEMPORARY CEASEFIRE WITH AN OFFER TO MAKE IT PERMANENT IF 
TALKS PROGRESSED SATISFACTORILY. 
-- END TEXT --
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