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b( I) National security classified information l(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
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ORIG: AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 

TO: RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8160 

INFO: RUEHBL/AMCONSUL BELFAST IMMEDIATE 3557 
RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 3140 
RUSNNOA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 

SUBJ: IRISH REACTION TO THE RELEASE OF BRITISH 

TEXT: 

PARATROOPER LEE CLEGG 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 DUBLIN 003214 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: IRISH REACTION TO THE RELEASE OF BRITISH 

PARATROOPER LEE CLEGG 

REF: DUBLIN 2820 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. THE IRISH GOVERNMENT'S REACTION TO THE 
JULY 3 RELEASE OF BRITISH PARATROOPER LEE CLEGG HAS BEEN 
PREDICTABLY NEGATIVE. IRISH OFFICIALS ARE CONCERNED THAT 
CLEGG'S RELEASE WILL SET BACK THEIR EFFORTS TO CONVINCE 
NATIONALISTS THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE FAITH IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. IF SINN 
FEIN'S STRONGLY NEGATIVE INITIAL REACTION IS ANY 
INDICATION, IRISH CONCERNS ABOUT THE IMPACT ON THE PEACE 
PROCESS MAY BE JUSTIFIED. THE HOPE IN DUBLIN IS THAT THE 
UK WILL LIMIT THE DAMAGE BY FINALLY AGREEING TO THE EARLY 
RELEASE OF SOME OF THE IRA PRISONERS HELD IN BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND. END SUMMARY. 

THE TAOISEACH 

2. IN RESPONSE TO THE RELEASE OF CLEGG, THE TAOISEACH 
OFFICE'S RELEASED A SHORT STATEMENT THAT JOHN BRUTON HAD 
"EXPRESSED HIS SYMPATHY FOR THE FAMILY OF KAREN REILLY ON 
THIS DAY WHEN THE AGONY OF THE LOSS OF THEIR DAUGHTER HAS 
BEEN BROUGHT HOME TO THEM ONCE AAIN." HE STATEMENT WENT 
ON TO NOTE THAT BRUTON AD TOLD UK PRIME MINISTER MAJOR 
"THAT ALL THOSE ONVICTED OF SERIOUS OFFENSES SHOUhD BE 
TREATED EUALLY BEFORE THE LAW AND BY EXECUTIVE ACTION." 
A A RESULT OF THE CLEGG RELEASE, "THE TAOISEACH NOW 
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EXPECTS THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES TO APPLY THE SAMEAPPROACH 
TO ALL OTHER SIMILAR PRISONER CASES, BOH LOYALIST AND 
REPUBLICAN." 

DEPARTMENT OF FORIGN AFFAIRS 

3. A SPOKESMAN FOR DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER/FOREIGN MINITER 
DICK SPRING SAID THE DECISION TO RELEASE CLEG WITHOUT ANY 
ACCOMPANYING MOVEMENT ON IRA OR LOYLIST PRISONERS WAS 
UNFORTUNATE BECAUSE SPRING HA MADE CLEAR THAT THE CLEGG 
CASE "SHOULD NOT BE DALT WITH IN ISOLATION." THE 
SPOKESMAN SAID SPRIG WOULD BE IN CONTACT WITH NORTHERN 
SECRETARY SIRPATRICK MAYHEW TO PURSUE THE MATTER FURTHER. 
THEIRISH VIEW WAS THAT IN ORDER TO CREATE CONFIDENCE N 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN NORTHERN IRELAND, ALL 
PRISONERS INCARCEATED IN CONNECTION WITH THE "TROUBLES" 
HAD TO BE TREATED ON AN "EVEN-HANDED AND IMPARTIAL BASIS." 

4. DAVID DONOGHUE, COUNSELLOR FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS' ANGLO-IRISH DIVISION, TOLD 
US THAT SPRING HAD SPECIFICALLY RAISED THE CLEGG CASE WITH 
MAYHEW AT THE JUNE 30 ANGLO-IRISH INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
CONFERENCE IN LONDON. SPRING HAD EMPHASIZED THAT THE IRISH 
GOVERNMENT WAS NOT TAKING A POSITION ON THE MERITS OF THE 
CASE, BUT INSTEAD, WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE EFFECT THE EARLY 
RELEASE WOULD HAVE ON NATIONALISTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. FREEING 
CLEGG WITHOUT MAKING ANY MOVES ON REPUBLICAN OR LOYALIST 
PRISONERS WOULD SEND THE WRONG SIGNAL. IF THE BRITISH WERE 
GOING TO "LOOSEN THE RULES," THEY HAD DO IT "ACROSS THE 
BOARD." UNFORTUNATELY, SAID DONOGHUE, IT WAS CLEAR THAT 
MAYHEW HAD IGNORED SPRING'S ADVICE. 

SINN FEIN 

5. SINN FEIN'S HARSH INITIAL REACTION TO THE BRITISH 
DECISION SEEMS TO JUSTIFY DUBLIN'S CONCERNS. WARNING THAT 
THE CLEGG RELEASE COULD HAVE "PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE 
PEACE PROCESS," PARTY CHAIRMAN MITCHEL MCLAUGHLIN SAID: 
"THIS IS A PURELY POLITICAL DECISION WHICH EXPOSES AS 
HYPOCRITICAL AND DUPLICITOUS BRITISH CLAIMS OF SO-CALLED 
DUE PROCESS OF LAW. IT STANDS IN STARK CONTRAST TO MAJOR'S 
REFUSAL TO MOVE ON THE ISSUE OF IRISH POLITICAL PRISONERS. 
ONCE AGAIN, WE SEE THAT THERE IS ONE LAW FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
BRITISH FORCES AND ONE FOR EVERYONE ELSE. THIS DECISION 
UNDERMINES CONFIDENCE, REMOVES TRUST AND WILL INC 
REASE THE 
WIDESPREAD UNEASE WHICH ALREADY SURROUNDS BRITAIN'S 
ATTITUDE TO THE PEACE PROCESS." 

COMMENT 

6. THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLEGG'S RELEASE CAME AS NO SURPRISE 
TO THE IRISH GOVERNMENT; IT HAD BEEN RUMORED FOR WEEKS 
(REFTEL). STILL, DUBLIN IS CLEARLY DISAPPOINTED THAT THE 
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BRITISH DECIDED TO GO FORWARD DESPITE STRONG IRISH 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST DOING SO. IRISH OFFICIALS ARE ALSO 
UNHAPPY THAT THEY RECEIVED PRACTICALLY NO PRIOR NOTICE. 
(DFA SECOND SECRETARY SEAN O'HUIGINN TOLD US THAT THE 
BRITISH ADVISED THEM OF THE DECISION ONLY 30 MINUTES BEFORE 
IT WAS PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED.) WITH THE PEACE PROCESS STALLED 
OVER ARMS DECOMMISSIONING, THE TIMING OF THIS RELEASE IS 
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 DUBLIN 003214 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, UK, EI 
SUBJECT: IRISH REACTION TO THE RELEASE OF BRITISH 

PARATROOPER LEE CLEGG 

SEEN AS ESPECIALLY UNFORTUNATE. THE HOPE IN DUBLIN NOW IS 
THAT BRITISH WILL MAKE A GOOD-FAITH GESTURE TO BALANCE THE 
CLEGG RELEASE BY MOVING ON IRA PRISONERS HELD IN BRITAIN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND. SMITH 
BT 
#3214 

NNNN 

SECT: SECTION: 01 OF 02 
<~SECT>SECTION: 02 OF 02 

SSN: 3214 
<~SSN>3214 

TOR : 9 5 0 7 0 312 11 4 0 M 1 7 4 6 8 2 5 
<~TOR>950703121142 Ml746826 

DIST: 
PRT: SIT SODERBERG 
SIT: NSC PETERS SUM SUM2 VERSHBOW 
lJ 
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personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 
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Freedom of Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

h(I) National security classified information l(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(3) of the FOIAI 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
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financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
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nnd his advisors. or between such ndvisors la)(5) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personnl privacy i(a)(6) of the PRAI 
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b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute i(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 
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b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 
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h( I) National security classified information l(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(3) of the FOIAI 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(h)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute 11 clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 
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Freedom of Information Act -15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

b(I) National security classilied information f(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute J(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or conlidential or linancial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAf 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy J(h)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes f(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
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linancial institutions f(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
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P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information J(a)(4) of the PRAI 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(S) of the PRAI 
1'6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy )(11)(6) of the PRAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 
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b( I) National security classified information l(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency J(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute J(b)(3) of the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(h)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute 11 clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
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INFO: RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 3190 
RUEHBL/AMCONSUL BELFAST IMMEDIATE 3579 
RUSNNOA/USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 

SUBJ: 

TEXT: 

IRISH GOVERNMENT JOINS SINN FEIN AND SDLP IN 
CALLING FOR START OF ALL-PARTY TALKS 

UNCLAS DUBLIN 003452 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, PGOV, EI, UK 
SUBJECT: IRISH GOVERNMENT JOINS SINN FEIN AND SDLP IN 

CALLING FOR START OF ALL-PARTY TALKS 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. THE TAOISEACH AND FOREIGN MINISTER ON 
JULY 14 JOINED SINN FEIN PRESIDENT GERRY ADAMS AND SDLP 
LEADER JOHN HUME IN CALLING FOR THE START OF ALL-PARTY 
TALKS "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE." THE JOINT STATEMENT WAS 
CRITICIZED BY ALLIANCE PARTY LEADER JOHN ALDERDICE AS AN 
"UNHELPFUL POLITICAL STUNT" WHICH SEEMED AIMED TO CAUSE A 
"CRISIS." DEMOCRATIC LEFT LEADER PROINSIAS DE ROSSA, WHOSE 
PARTY IS A MEMBER OF THE "RAINBOW" GOVERNMENT, DID NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING WITH ADAMS AND HUME, INDICATING 
THAT HE HAS MISGIVINGS ABOUT HIS COALITION PARTNERS' EFFORT 
TO PRESENT A UNITED "NATIONALIST" FRONT WITH SINN FEIN. 
END SUMMARY. 

JOINT STATEMENT 

2. FOLLOWING A PRIVATE MEETING ON THE MARGINS OF THE JULY 
14 SESSION OF THE FORUM FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION IN 
DUBLIN, TAOISEACH JOHN BRUTON, FOREIGN MINISTER DICK 
SPRING, SDLP LEADER JOHN HUME, AND SINN FEIN PRESIDENT 
GERRY ADAMS ISSUED A JOINT STATEMENT CALLING FOR "INCLUSIVE 
ALL-PARTY TALKS" TO BEGIN "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE." THEY SAID 
THAT ALL-PARTY TALKS WERE NECESSARY TO OVERCOME THE 
"CURRENT IMPASSE IN THE PEACE PROCESS'' AND TO ACHIEVE THEIR 
COMMON OBJECTIVE OF "AN EQUITABLE AND LASTING AGREEMENT 
THAT CAN COMMAND THE CONSENT AND ALLEGIANCE OF ALL." THE 
STATEMENT BEGAN WITH THE FOUR MEN REITERATING THEIR "TOTAL 
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AND ABSOLUTE COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRATIC AND PEACEFUL METHODS 
OF RESOLVING POLITICAL PROBLEMS." 

ALLIANCE PARTY CRITICISM 

3. THE STATEMENT WAS REPORTEDLY CRITICIZED BY ALLIANCE 
PARTY LEADER JOHN ALDERDICE, WHO DESCRIBED IT AS AN 
"UNHELPFUL POLITICAL STUNT." HE SAID THAT GOING FORWARD 
WITH ALL-PARTY TALKS AT A TIME WHEN THE UNIONISTS WERE 
CLEARLY NOT READY TO PARTICIPATE WAS AN ATTEMPT TO "CARVE 
THEM OUT OF THE PROCESS." ALDERDICE NOTED THAT "IT IS 
ALMOST AS THOUGH THERE WAS AN ATTEMPT TO CREATE A CRISIS." 

DEMOCRATIC LEFT LEADER STAYS AWAY 

4. NOTICEABLY ABSENT FROM THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN THE 
PRIVATE MEETING WITH HUME AND ADAMS WAS PROINSIAS DE ROSSA 
OF DEMOCRATIC LEFT, WHO, AS LEADER OF THE SMALLEST 
COALITION PARTNER IN THE THREE-PARTY "RAINBOW" GOVERNMENT, 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO BE THERE. HIS ABSENCE RAISES 
THE POSSIBILITY OF A SPLIT WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT OVER 
NORTHERN IRELAND POLICY. IN HIS REMARKS TO THE FORUM, DE 
ROSSA ACCUSED THE IRA OF "SABRE-RATTLING" AND SAID THAT 
"VEILED THREATS OF A RESUMPTION OF VIOLENCE AND PLANTED 
STORIES IN NEWSPAPER OF INTENSIFIED TRAINING AND 
INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS" COULD ONLY HURT THE PEACE PROCESS. 
BRUTON, SPEAKING AFTER ISSUANCE OF THE JOINT STATEMENT, 
SEEMED TO CONTRADICT THIS VIEW BY CLAIMING THAT "DOUBTS" 
ABOUT SINN FEIN'S FULL COMMITMENT TO THE PEACE PROCESS WERE 
"UNJUSTIFIED." A SPOKESMAN FOR DE ROSSA SAID LATER THAT 
THE DEMOCRATIC LEFT LEADER "FULLY SUPPORTS GOVERNMENT 
POLICY" BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WAS "A DIFFERENCE ON 
THE DEGREE OF PRESSURE WHICH SHOULD BE PUT ON SINN FEIN." 

COMMENT 

5. THE ANIMOSITY BETWEEN SINN FEIN AND DEMOCRATIC LEFT IS 
UNDERSTANDABLE GIVEN THEY ARE DESCENDED FROM THE TWO 
OPPOSING FACTIONS THAT EMERGED FROM THE 1970 SPLIT OF SINN 
FEIN AND THE IRA. THE JOINT STATEMENT WAS APPARENTLY THE 
INITIATIVE OF GERRY ADAMS, WHO WANTS TO SHOW THE BRITISH 
THAT SINN FEIN'S DEMANDS FOR ALL-PARTY TALKS AND THE EARLY 
RELEASE OF PRISONERS REFLECT A NATIONALIST "CONSENSUS." 
SMITH 
BT 
#3452 

NNNN 

SECT: SECTION: 01 OF 01 

SSN: 34 52 
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TO: 

INFO: 
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TEXT: 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9637 
RUEHDL/AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 3378 

Ill/ 
REQUEST FOR TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION FOR 

AMBASSADOR FLYNN, AUGUST 10 - AUGUST 23, 1995 
AND COUNTRY CLEARANCE FOR IRELAND 

UNCLAS ROME 010131 

STATE FOR EUR/EX AND EUR/WE 

FROM EMBASSY VATICAN - MESSAGE NR. 205/95 

E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: AMGT, OTRA (FLYNN, RAYMOND L.), EI, VT 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION FOR 
AMBASSADOR FLYNN, AUGUST 10 - AUGUST 23, 1995 
AND COUNTRY CLEARANCE FOR IRELAND 

REF: SIEGENTHALER-O'HEARNE TELCON, 7/17 

REQUEST TO TRAVEL/COUNTRY CLEARANCE 

1. POST REQUESTS DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZATION FOR 
TRAVEL TO IRELAND AS WELL AS COUNTRY CLEARANCE 
FROM AMEMBASSY DUBLIN. 

2. REQUEST DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZATION FOR 
AMBASSADOR RAYMOND L. FLYNN TO TRAVEL TO IRELAND 
DURING THE PERIOD 10 AUGUST TO 23 AUGUST TO BE AN 
HONORED GUEST OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS 
(A.O.H.) FROM THE UNITED STATES ON THEIR "FAMINE 
REMEMBRANCE TOUR." 

3. ADDITIONALLY, AMBASSADOR FLYNN REQUESTS 
COUNTRY CLEARANCE FROM AMEMBASSY DUBLIN FOR THIS 
INVITATIONAL TRAVEL (REFTELCON). 

INVITATIONAL TRAVEL 
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4. A WRITTEN REQUEST FROM THE OFFICE OF THE 
CHAIRMAN OF CHARITIES AND MISSIONS, A.O.H., 
INVITED AMBASSADOR FLYNN TO LEAD THE DELEGATION OF 
A.O.H. TO IRELAND THIS COMING AUGUST. THE 
CHAIRMAN CITED THE AMBASSADOR'S WORK ON BEHALF OF 
THE IRISH FAMINE ISSUE, THE AMBASSADOR'S LONG­
STANDING COMMITMENT TO PEACE AND JUSTICE IN 
IRELAND, AND THE AMBASSADOR'S EARLY SUPPORT FOR 
PRESIDENT CLINTON WHEN HE HEADED UP THE IRISH 
AMERICANS FOR CLINTON COMMITTEE. 

THE ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS IN AMERICA 

5. THE A.O.H. IS A NON-PARTISAN ORGANIZATION OF 
100,000 PEOPLE, THE LARGEST IRISH CATHOLIC 
FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION IN THE WORLD. POINT OF 
CONTACT: DAVID R. BURKE, TELEPHONE NO.: 
(508) 683-2751. 

POST ASSESSMENT OF INVITATIONAL TRAVEL 

6. THE PROPOSED INVITATIONAL TRAVEL OF THE 
AMBASSADOR WOULD FURTHER USG INTERESTS BY 
PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES TO EDUCATE, INFORM, AND 
BUILD SUPPORT FOR U.S. FOREIGN POLICY GOALS. THE 
PROPOSED INVITATIONAL TRAVEL PORTION OF THE TRIP 
IS STRICTLY LIMITED TO OFFICIAL PURPOSES AND FULLY 
COMMENSURATE WITH THE OFFICIAL BENEFIT DERIVED 
THEREFROM. 

7. AMBASSADOR FLYNN WILL GIVE NO/NO PUBLIC 
ADDRESSES. POST WILL PAY FOR FLIGHT TO/FROM 
IRELAND. THE A.O.H. WILL PAY FOR HOTEL 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND MEALS FOR THE TOUR. 

8. NO REASONABLE PERSON WOULD BELIEVE THAT BY 
PROVIDING HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS/MEALS THE 
ORGANIZATION CONCERNED WAS OBTAINING IMPROPER 
INFLUENCE OVER THE POST OR THE DEPARTMENT. 

9. THE ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS HAS NO 
BUSINESS PENDING BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT. 
FLYNN 
BT 
#0131 

NNNN 

SECT: SECTION: 01 OF 01 

SSN: 0131 
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