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Congress of the Anited States
TBouge of Representatives
@asghington, BE 20515 T g

October 25, 1994

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton,

As Members of Congress who are deeply concerned about achieving
peace in Northern Ireland, we support a new U.S. economic initiative
package for Ireland. An early announcement of such a package would
provide an incentive to the negotiating parties and hope to the
people of Ireland.

It is not a coincidence that Mr. John Hume, leader of Northern
Ireland’s Social Democratic and Labour Party, Ireland’s Foreign
Minister Dick Spring, a delegation of Ulster Unionists led by Mr.
William Ross MP, and Mr. Gerry Adams, President of Sinn Fein, all
major players in the peace process, have visited Washington in the
last month. They see America as a friend to all sides with a unique
role in promoting peace. Your inspired and courageous contribution
to this historic breakthrough is clearly of enormous significance
and is widely acknowledged both in the United States and in Ireland.

The new situation in Ireland, since the IRA announced its
ceasefire, offers an opportunity for the United States to emphasize
peace and to help rebuild all of Ireland, which has been ravaged by
years of violence. All over Northern Ireland there are economic
blackspots. It is clear that these areas have taken the brunt of
the economic hardship and must see clear evidence of the peace
dividend. In some nationalist areas, unemployment has at times
reached 70%. There are families that have never seen gainful
employment for generations.

Through the International Fund for Ireland and the Overseas
Private Investment Corporation the U.S. has and can assist in the
economic development of the deprived areas of Northern Ireland and
the border counties, but much more needs to be done. Addressing the
economic situation is vital to making the region open to peace.

We recognize that you have begun work on an economic package,
and look forward to considering your proposal in Congress.
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