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October 25, 1994 

Pr e s i d e n t B i l l C l i n t o n 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n , 

As Members of Congress who are deeply concerned about a c h i e v i n g 
peace i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , we support a new U.S. economic i n i t i a t i v e 
package f o r I r e l a n d . An e a r l y announcement of such a package would 
p r o v i d e an i n c e n t i v e t o the n e g o t i a t i n g p a r t i e s and hope t o t h e 
people o f I r e l a n d . 

I t i s not a coincidence t h a t Mr. John Hume, le a d e r of N o r t h e r n 
I r e l a n d ' s S o c i a l Democratic and Labour Pa r t y , I r e l a n d ' s F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r Dick S p r i n g , a d e l e g a t i o n of U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s l e d by Mr. 
W i l l i a m Ross MP, and Mr. Gerry Adams, Pr e s i d e n t of Sinn Fein, a l l 
major p l a y e r s i n the peace process, have v i s i t e d Washington i n t he 
l a s t month. They see America as a f r i e n d t o a l l s i d e s w i t h a unique 
r o l e i n pr o m o t i n g peace. Your i n s p i r e d and courageous c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o t h i s h i s t o r i c breakthrough i s c l e a r l y of enormous s i g n i f i c a n c e 
and i s w i d e l y acknowledged b o t h i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s and i n I r e l a n d . 

The new s i t u a t i o n i n I r e l a n d , since t he IRA announced i t s 
c e a s e f i r e , o f f e r s an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the U n i t e d States t o emphasize 
peace and t o h e l p r e b u i l d a l l of I r e l a n d , which has been ravaged by 
years o f v i o l e n c e . A l l over N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t h e r e are economic 
b l a c k s p o t s . I t i s c l e a r t h a t these areas have taken t he b r u n t o f 
the economic h a r d s h i p and must see c l e a r evidence of the peace 
d i v i d e n d . I n some n a t i o n a l i s t areas, unemployment has a t times 
reached 70%. There are f a m i l i e s t h a t have never seen g a i n f u l 
employment f o r g e n e r a t i o n s . 

Through t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Fund f o r I r e l a n d and the Overseas 
P r i v a t e Investment C o r p o r a t i o n the U.S. has and can a s s i s t i n the 
economic development of the d e p r i v e d areas o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and 
the b o r d e r c o u n t i e s , but much more needs t o be done. Addressing t he 
economic s i t u a t i o n i s v i t a l t o making the r e g i o n open t o peace. 

We rec o g n i z e t h a t you have begun work on an economic package, 
and l o o k f o r w a r d t o c o n s i d e r i n g your p r o p o s a l i n Congress . 
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Charles E. Schumer, M.C. Ronald K. Mach^^y, M.C. 
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